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$EAR�2EADER�

)�WAS�THINKING�ABOUT�THE�AMAZING�ARTISTS�AND�WRITERS�IN�THIS�ISSUE�AND�WHAT�IT�SAYS�ABOUT�
THE�CULTURE�WE� LIVE� IN�RIGHT�AT� THIS�MOMENT��4HIS�YEAR�WE�HAVE� LETTERS�WRITTEN�FROM�
3UDAN�BY�"RANDI�7ALKER��WHO�HAS�DEVOTED�HER�LIFE�TO�CREATING�PROGRAMS�TO�ELIMINATE�
GENDERBASED�VIOLENCE� AS� A� TOOL�OF�WAR� IN� CONmICT� AREAS�BY� EMPOWERING� THE� FEMALE�
VICTIMS�TO�CREATE�THEIR�OWN�FRAMEWORKS�FOR�REBUILDING�THEIR�LIVES�AND�THEIR�COUNTRIES��
)N� ORDER� TO� ELIMINATE� VIOLENCE� AGAINST� WOMEN� WE� ALSO� HAVE� TO� RECREATE� THE� GENDER�
NORMS�THAT�PERPETUATE�IT�IN�EVERY�COUNTRY��4HIS�SUMMER�SHE�HEADS�TO�0ANZI�(OSPITAL�
TO�WORK�WITH�$R��-UKWEGE�IN�THE�#ONGO�

7E�ALSO� FEATURE� THE�OPPOSITE�OF� THE� SMOOTHFRONTED�+EN�DOLL�WITH�*ONATHAN�!MES��
h"OOK�4OUR�$IARY�v�7HICH�MAKES�ME�THINK�OF�WALKING�THROUGH�THE�*ARDIN�DES�4UILERIES�
IN� 0ARIS� AND� SEEING� ALL� OF� THESE� BEAUTIFUL� WHITE� MARBLE� STATUES� WITH� THEIR� GENITALIA�
OBLITERATED�BY�REGIMES�FROM�YEARS��PASSED��WHICH�MAKES�ME�THINK�OF�THE�SEXLESS�OFFERINGS�
OF�MOST�OF�!MERICAN�MAINSTREAM�MEDIA�WHICH�SEEMS�TO�BE�ATTEMPTING�TO�WASH�OUR�
BRAINS�WITH�A�BRAND�OF�SOAP�THAT�IS�SURELY�PRODUCED�IN�A�DEVELOPING�COUNTRY�
�
!ND�THAT�MADE�ME�THINK�ABOUT�THE�GRACE�OF�!NTHONY�(AWLEY�S�h0RODUCTIVE�3UFlX�v�
AND�HOW�BEAUTY�CAN�BE�A�BALM�IN�THE�FACE�OF�DAILY�WAR�DEAD��SOCIAL�PROGRAM�ERADICATION��
AND�THE�PRIVATIZATION�OF�EVERYTHING�NOT�EXPORTED�AWAY��

!ND�THAT�MADE�ME�THINK�OF�-ARX�S�WORKER�ALIENATION�AND�HOW�IF�WE�HAVE�NO�RELATIONSHIP�
TO�THE�PRODUCT�OF�OUR�LABOR�WE�WILL�BECOME�UNABLE�TO�RECOGNIZE�BEAUTY��7E�HERE�AT�
0INGs0ONG�lND�SUCH�BEAUTY�IN�BALD�HEADED�AND�GAWKY�CONDORS��%VERYONE�CONCERNED�
WITH�THE�CONDORS�WORRIES�THAT�TOO�MUCH�PUBLICIZING�OF�THEIR�HABITAT�WILL�CONTRIBUTE�
TO�ERADICATING�THEIR� FRAGILE�ECOSYSTEM��BUT� LACK�OF�ANY�KIND�OF�RECOGNITION�DOES�NOT�
HELP�FUND�THE�CONDOR�RECOVERY�EFFORT�EITHER��AND�SO�WE�OFFER�WHAT�WE�BELIEVE�TO�BE�A�
POWERFUL�ESSAY�WRITTEN�BY�CONSERVATIONIST�*OHN�-OIR��(ENRY�-ILLER�SAID�THE�MAJESTY�
OF�"IG�3UR�CUTS�YOU�DOWN�TO�PEANUTSIZE��MY�BAD�PARAPHRASE	��!ND�IT�S�GOOD�TO�BE�
REMINDED�OF�HOW�SMALL�OF�A�TINY�HUMAN�YOU�ACTUALLY�ARE�

!ND�WHAT�POTENTIAL�TO�CREATE�BEAUTY��EVEN�IF�IT�S�SO�UGLY�IT�S�HARD�TO�RECOGNIZE��!LL�OF�THE�
ARTISTS�AND�WRITERS�CONTAINED�HEREIN�SPEAK�A�KIND�OF�TRUTH�WE�ARE�HONORED�TO�PUBLISH��
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(ENRY�-ILLER�(AIKU

$EAR�(ENRY�-ILLER
,ET�S�COMBINE�THE�COCKS�AND�CUNTS

!T�OUR�HOUSE�OF�CATS

sss

+EPT�IN�DREAMS�OF�-ILLER
(E�WAS�NEVER�YOUNG�FOR�ME

3TROKING�GENIUS

sss

3AY�GOODBYE�TO�LOVE
!ND�INVITE�GREAT�PLEASURES�IN

4HE�HEART�IS�FREE�NOW�

sss

4HROW�YOUR�CAUTIONS�OUT
!ND�DANCE�WITH�2ABELAIS�NOW

-ILLER�WILL�BE�PROUD

sss

9OUR�SEEDY�HIGHLIGHTS
!�BITTEN�LIP�AND�WIDE�EYES

&AREWELL�EMOTIONS

sss

/H�WANDER�WITH�ME�THERE
!T�THE�HARBOR�WE�WILL�SEE

3UCH�UNDULATIONS

sss

&REE�YOUR�HEART�OF�LOVE
!ND�ESCAPE�EXPECTATION

0RIMAL�LIFE�FOR�ME�

sss
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%ARLY�NIGHTS�AND�HEAVY�BEDS
!NAIS�UNDERCOVERS

$ETECTING�OUR�SELVES�

sss

/H�THAT�MALES�WENT�FROM
9OUNG�TO�OLD�WITHOUT�TWENTIES

!ND�)�YOUNG�ALWAYS�

sss

,ET�S�WRITE�LONG�LETTERS
!ND�MUSE�ALL�OVER�OUR�LIVES

3ET�SHIP�SAILS�ON�WORDS

sss

/H�-ILLER�UNDER
!ND�OVER�ME�THE�HEAVY
7EIGHT�OF�PRIMAL�WANTS

sss

4WO�ACHING�SHOULDERS
!�PERFECTLY�HEALTHY�HEART

.O�LOVE�AT�THE�INN�

sss

)F�ONLY�WE�COULD
%XTEND�OUR�BOOKISH�CLOSENESS

4O�OUTSIDE�YOUR�PAGES

sss

7ALKING�RAINY�STREETS
0AWS�STAND�SULLEN�IN�PUDDLES

0ULLING�MY�HAT�DOWN�
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4HE�7AR�-ACHINE

0OUNDING�DOWN�NEW�STREETS�SEARCHING�FOR�SOMETHING�TO�COMPLETE�HER��IN�EVERY�NEW�
BAR��IN�EVERY�NEW�BED��ANALYZING�AND�ASSESSING�PEOPLE�AND�SEEING�HOW�THEY�COULD�
HELP�HER�TO�COMPLETE�HERSELF�

7HEN�ONE�FEELS�INCOMPLETE�IT�IS�A�CONSTANT�DEGRADATION�OF�THE�SELF��THE�LACKING�
SOMETHING�CLASPS�ITS�NAILS�AROUND�WHAT�ONE�HAS�AND�DRAGS�IT�AWAY��/NE�IS�LEFT�EMPTIER�
AND�EMPTIER�AND�IF�ONE�lNALLY�DECIDES�TO�BE�WISE�AND�TRY�TO�SURVIVE�AS�ONE�IS�DO�THE�
PROBLEMS�END�

&OR�THE�PERSON�OF�PIECES�WHEN�ONE�IS�MISSING�THE�WHOLE�IMAGE�IS�TOO�HEAVILY�OBSCURED�
TO�BE�VISIBLE�

4HIS�@JIGSAW��PERSON�SETS�SELF�COLDLY�AGAINST�THE�WORLD�AND�AIMS�ONLY�TO�COMPLETE�THEIR�
OWN�PUZZLE�

,IFE�BECOMES�A�CHESS�GAME�OF�ACTIONS��NAVIGATING�OPPOSITION�WITH�ONLY�ONE�GOAL�AT�
THE�lNALE��THE�CHECKMATE�OF�COMPLETING�ONE�S�OWN�SOUL�

)T�IS�A�CONSTANT�GAME�OF�THE�MOST�DANGEROUS�KIND�THAT�WINDS�ITSELF�THROUGH�BAR��MAN�
AND�CITY��

%XPERIENCING�EACH�ONE�BUT�FEELING�NONE�

)NDEED��OUR�JIGSAW�GIRL�IS�STEELY�EYED�WITH�DETERMINATION��COLD�TO�ANYTHING�BUT�HER�
PRIZE��HER�GOAL�

3HE�WILL�FEEL�NOTHING�AT�ALL�UNTIL�IT�UNTIL�SHE�IS�COMPLETE��UNTIL�PIECES�MISLAID�BY�
CHILDREN�S�HANDS�ARE�REUNITED�BY�ADULT�ACTIONS�

%VERYTHING�UNTIL�THEN�IS�TRIAL�AND�ERROR��THE�TRIAL�AND�ERROR�OF�CONNECTING�WIRES�TO�
BOXES�UNTIL�ONE�lTS�AND�lNALLY�
&,!3(
�THE�MACHINE�OF�THE�MIND�CLICKS�ON�AND�
EVERYTHING�WORKS�AS�IT�SHOULD�

4HE�PERSON�OF�PIECES�IS�ELECTRONIC�CURRENT�GONE�WRONG��INCORRECT�WIRING��THE�
ELECTRICITY�IS�DEAD��THE�STORM�SHOWS�NO�SIGN�OF�ABATING�THE�METEOROLOGISTS�ARE�NUMB�
TO�YOUR�GALE�BLOWN�STRUGGLES��7HEN�WILL�IT�END�

3HE�SEARCHES�AND�WRITHES�THROUGH�THE�DARK�UPON�HANDS�AND�KNEES��SHE�SEES�NOTHING�
AND�BARELY�FEELS�THE�THORNS�THAT�SCRATCH�HER�SKIN��ALL�IS�IN�PURSUIT�OF�THE�GOAL�
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4HE�DESIRE�IS�SO�STRONG�AND�ALLCONSUMING�THAT�ANYTHING�ELSE�CANNOT�EVEN�PLAY�SECOND�
lDDLE��4HERE�IS�ONE�INSTRUMENT�HERE�AND�ITS�STRINGS�ARE�BEING�PLUCKED�ALWAYS�

4HERE�IS�NO�ROOM�FOR�AN�ORCHESTRA�

4HE�PERSON�OF�PIECES�IS�FAULTY�WIRING�MADE�mESH��3HE�IS�A�SLUMBERING�BOX�OF�
ELECTRICITY�THAT�LIES�DORMANT�UNTIL�IGNITED��3HE�SEARCHES�FOR�THE�ROMAN�CANDLE�OF�THE�
CHURCH�OF�HER�OWN�SANCTITY�

(ER�MISSION�IN�LIFE�IS�AS�COVERT�AND�STRUCTURED�AS�THE�MOST�IMPASSIONED�OF�GUERILLAS�
WHEN�SHE�IS�TALKING�TO�A�GROUP��CHARMING�THEM�WITH�WIT�AND�BON�HOMIE�HER�MIND�IS�
WORKING�FASTER�THAN�EVER��IT�IS�ASSESSING�WHICH�PERSON�HERE�CAN�HELP�HER��WHICH�SOUL�
CAN�MELD�WITH�HERS�IN�SOME�ACT�OF�COMPLETION��#AN�ONE�OF�THEM�COMPLETE�HER�

4HE�PERSON�OF�PIECES�LIVES�A�LIFE�OF�DESPERATION�IN�MANY�WAYS��SHE�WILL�FEEL�IN�WAYS�
UNKNOWN�AND�UNFAMILIAR�TO�THE�ORDINARY�PERSON�

3HE�WILL�ATTACH�HERSELF�TO�THE�ORDINARY�MAN��A�BLACK�WIDOW�OF�EMOTION��AND�CLIMB�
LANGUIDLY�ON�TOP�OF�HIM�WHILE�HER�MIND�RACES�ON�AND�BEYOND�HER�BODY��3HE�WILL�
MEET�WITH�HIM�AND�TRY�TO�lND�HERSELF�THROUGH�AND�IN�HIM��)F�THIS�DOES�NOT�COMPLETE�
HER�SHE�WILL�CAST�HIM�OFF��A�SNAKE�S�DEAD�SKIN�S�WORTH�OF�FUTILITY�

3HE�WILL�MOVE�ON�AND�ON��AROUND�AND�AROUND��A�WHIRLING�DERVISH�OF�DESPERATION�
NEVER�STOPPING�TO�CONSIDER�THAT�THE�PROMISE�OF�UNIlCATION�MAY�LIE�IN�HER�OWN�MIND��
)T�HAS�EVADED�HER�SINCE�SHE�CAN�REMEMBER��SHE�THINKS��SO�SURELY�IT�MUST�BE�SOMETHING�
OUTSIDE�OF�HER�THAT�SHE�LACKS��3HE�)S�&AULTY�-ACHINERY��!�7IRE�,OST�AT�"IRTH�

#RASHING�INTO�CITIES��ONTO�STREETS��A�FERAL�ANIMAL�CAUGHT�UP�IN�AN�EXTENDED�HUNT��!�
HUNT�FOR�HERSELF��3HE�WILL�PAD�AND�PAD�AND�PAD�������SOFT��SILENT�PAWS�SLINKING�THROUGH�
TERRAIN�MADE�OF�BLOOD�AND�MEN�AND�WOMEN�UNTIL�SHE�SEES�AN�OPPORTUNITY�AND��
CLAWS�OUT�������POUNCES�UPON�IT��(ER�NAILS�DIG�IN�DEEP�AND�GRASP�IT�TO�THE�BONE��4HE�
DESPERATE�HUNTER�NEEDS�A�KILL�TO�GIVE�HER�BIRTH��3HE�MUST�CONSUME�AND�OWN�THOSE�
AROUND�HER��"Y�DOMINATING�THEM�SHE�RISES�FROM�THE�ETHER��RENEWED�IN�PART��BY�THEIR�
ENERGIES��9ET��IT�IS�NEVER�ENOUGH��4HE�FERAL�CAT�EXHAUSTS�HERSELF�WITH�HER�EFFORTS��NONE�
OF�WHICH�SEEM�TO�SATIATE�HER�FOR�LONG�ENOUGH��3HE�IS�THE�ETERNAL�HUNTER��EYES�ALWAYS�
ATTUNED�TO�POSSIBLE�PREY�

/F�COURSE��THIS�PERSON�OF�PIECES�DOES�NOT�TRULY�WANT�THE�PREY�THEY�GO�FOR��4HIS�PERSON�
OF�PIECES�IS�EXHAUSTING�ALL�THE�POSSIBLE�WAYS�SHE�CAN�THINK�OF�FOR�MAKING�HERSELF�
WHOLE��3HE�EXHAUSTS�ALL�EXPERIENCE��ALL�PEOPLES��SHE�EXHAUSTS�ALL�THE�MEN�AND�WOMEN�
AND�FEELS�EMPTIER�AND�MORE�ALONE�THE�MORE�STREETS�AND�BODIES�SHE�lNDS�HERSELF�IN�
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AND�AROUND��3HE�IS�A�WAR�CRIME��A�STILLBIRTH��LYING�MUDDIED�AND�BLUE�VEINED�ON�HOTEL�
BEDS�THE�WORLD�THROUGHOUT��AND�GUTTERS�IN�EVERY�CITY��3HE�SEARCHES�THE�STONES�ON�THE�
GROUND�TO�THE�BEAKS�OF�THE�BIRDS�ABOVE�FOR�A�HINT�AS�TO�WHO�CAN�MAKE�HER�WHOLE�

!LL�OF�LIFE�IS�GEARED�TOWARDS�HER�FULlLLING�HERSELF��3HE�FEELS�HER�EMPTINESS�IN�EVERY�
PORE��IN�EVERY�BONE��IT�HOLDS�HER�CAPTIVE�

#APTIVE�TO�NEED�AND�DESIRE��3HE�DESIRES�EVERYTHING�BUT�LOVES�NOTHING��3HE�IS�.IN�S�
3PY�BUT�HER�HOUSE�OF�LOVE�IS�A�VAST�EXPANSE�OF�WORLDS�THAT�ENCOMPASS�LOVE��LIFE��BIRTH�
AND�DEATH�

3HE�CRAWLS�THROUGH�EACH�ROOM�SEARCHING�FOR�WHAT�SHE�HAS�LOST��SEARCHING�FOR�THE�
SOMETHING�THAT�CAN�UNITE�HER�AND�BRING�HER�EXISTENCE�TO�LIFE��3HE�KNOWS�EVERYTHING�
BUT�NOTHING��4HIS�SPY�HAS�A�LIE�DETECTOR�BUT�HE�CANNOT�PROVIDE�HER�TRUTH��3HE�IS�A�
BEING�MADE�OF�THOUSANDS�OF�BROKEN�UP�PIECES�THAT�GO�FURTHER�AWAY�FROM�EACH�OTHER�
THE�MORE�SHE�TRIES�TO�MAKE�THEM�lT��4HE�0ERSON�OF�0IECES�BREAKS�COMPLETELY�IN�THE�
VAIN�EFFORT�TO�UNITE�AS�ONE�
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!LRAUNE�3IX

!�SKITTISH�DEER
&LITS�THROUGH

A�FOREST
4REEFUL�WITH

MEMORIES�AND�PORTRAITS
THEIR�ROOTS

IN�EARLY�SOMNAMBULIST�CHILD�MIND

4HE�PAINTING�AND�SCULPTING�OF
YOUR�CHARACTERS

,OVINGLY�HEWN�AND
#LOSELY�MANOUEVRED

"RANCH�TO�BRANCH�AND
6ALVE�TO�VALVE�

9ET�MANY
WERE�DIVIDED�ON�YOUR�CHESSBOARD�OF�MISUNDERSTANDINGS

AND�PICKED�YOUR�LEAVES�ABSENTMINDEDLY
LEAVING�YOU�BARE�AND�ALONE

WITH�A�FRIGHTENED�FAWN�FOR�A
PRIMORDIAL�BROTHER�
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&AUNS

&LITTING�THROUGH�DOORWAYS
!HEAD�OF�ONE�ANOTHER

4HE�CROWD�OF�STRANGERS

sss

,ET�ME�HELP�PICK�THEM
0RESENTS�FOR�YOUR�FAMILY

3URPRISED�)�WANT�TO

sss

3TARTLING�YOUNG�BOY�CHILD
)F�4OLSTOI�IS�YOUR�NEIGHBOUR

#AN�)�BE�&YODOR�

sss

)�LL�SEE�YOUR�SISTER
!ND�THINK�OF�YOUR�PRETTY�FACE

!GE�FASTER�BOY�CHILD

sss

(E�LL�COME�WHEN�READY
-AYBE�)�LL�LEAVE�BEFORE�THEN

/H�GROW�UP�WITH�ME

sss

,ET�ME�BE�(ENRY
!ND�BOY�CHILD�YOU�WILL�BE�HER

)NlNITE�ROLE�CHANGE

sss

7HAT�HAVE�)�MADE�YOU
4O�TAKE�YOU�FROM�YOUR�TEENAGE

AND�LEAVE�YOU�YOUNGER

sss
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)�D�RATHER�SLEEP�NOW
$AMN�BOY�CHILD�YOU�TOOK�MY�TOUCH

2ESTED�IT�ON�YOU�

sss

0OPULAR�BOY�CHILD
$ECEPTIVELY�SINISTER
7HAT�IS�IT�YOU�WANT

sss

9OU�SURE�LEFT�QUICKLY
)�TURNED�TO�YOUR�SHADOW

3TANDING�IN�ABSENCE�

sss

"OY�CHILD�WHAT�A�FACE
"UT�TOO�MUCH�TROUBLE�FOR�ME

"ACK�TO�AGED�-ILLER

sss

-Y�FEELINGS�FOR�YOU
!�SIXTEEN�YEAR�OLD�BOY�CHILD

7HAT�A�FOUR�MINUTES
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#OCOON���\�-ASSIMO�#ONTI
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%YE�4RIPTYCH�\�-ASSIMO�#ONTI
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7HITE�$RIFTWOOD�\�-ASSIMO�#ONTI
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7HITE�$RIFTWOOD�(ORIZONTAL�\�-ASSIMO�#ONTI



0ING����0ONG

#OMPARE

,OSING�THE�PAGE�MADE�ORTHODOXY�CLAMOR�
4EN�VITAL�SIGNS�IS�MORE�THAN�NINE�
!RMOR�BECOMES�YOU�AND�YOUR�TINNY�REmECTION�
!T�THE�CENTER�OF�THE�CUP�IS�THE�CORE�OF�THE�DRINK�
4O�EXIT�MEANS�APPLYING�ONE�S�STOP�PHILOLOGY�
!�COMPARTMENT�FOR�SALT��A�COMPARTMENT�FOR�SILVER�
)�VE�BROUGHT�A�DIME�FOR�THE�BABY�
)TS�LITTLE�EGO�IS�AWASH�WITH�THE�PINS��VIBRATIONS�
!N�ANGEL�DIVESTS�HERSELF�OF�HER�TOAST�
"ETTING�ON�THE�QUARTERHORSE�INSTEAD�
!�BREAKFAST�OF�CHAMPIONS�PINGS�ITS�UNITED�SEGMENTS�
4HAT�IS��TO�ALIGN�THE�TRAJECTORIES�OF�RETURNS�
-AKING�A�SOLID�OF�THE�PLAYING�lELD��OR�ITS�ATMOSPHERE�
)T�S�HARD�TO�BREATHE�IN�THE�RAIN��THE�TELEPHONE�ONE�
4HE�CHARACTERS�FOR�METAL���DIVINE�ARE�EQUAL�
4HE�LIGHT�AT�THE�END�OF�THE�TUNNEL�IS�A�LIMIT�
!LWAYS�TO�APPROACH�AND�NEVER�TO�ATTAIN�
4HOSE�WHO�FOLLOW�THE�VACUUM�BELIEVE�IN�MIXING�
-APPING�AN�ALPHABET�DOESN�T�MEAN�A�SET�
4O�MAKE�THE�MOST�EFlCIENT�PATH�A�CIRCUMSTANCE�
#AST�IRON�S�VEHICLE��STEERING�OBSTACLES�ASTRAY�
!SSIGNING�SUBDIVISIONS�TO�WATER��A�NET
4O�REIGN�IN�THE�APPLES��SPIDERS
4O�CAPTURE�THE�MOLECULAR�OF

�,/����)0�3



0ING����0ONG

$EMETER

"URNING�GRAINS��THEIR�VARIOUS�NATURES��POPULAR�WITH�PLAIN
&EATURES�AN�OUTLINE�THE�CASTING�OF�DECADE�TO�DAY
!UGUST�S�CULT��COUPLED�WITH�A�PASSION�ON�A�lELD�THREE�TIMES
0INES�THAT�STICK�ATMOSPHERE�S�SHELL���DRAW�THE�THREAD
#OMBINED�INTO�A�SINGLE�PETAL��mEXIBILITY�REVAMPED
(OW�MANY�EUROS�A�LEAF��3TATIONED�ALONG�THE�AVENUE
-OJITO��PINK�LEMONADE��COTTON�CANDY��SEX�ON�THE�BEACH
#URL�OF�CINNAMON�S�BARK��VANILLA�LEAF��WALNUTS�
-ADE�FROM�DIFFERENT�WILD�ANIMALS�AND�FURIOUS�LOT�CASTING
3HAPED�LIKE�A�VAULT��BUT�PULLED�VERTICALLY�BY�A�CABLE
"Y�EXPLOITING�INNOVATIVE�GLUE��THIS�APPARENT�PARADOX
/NE�THAT�BUILDS�ITS�OWN�DIAMONDS��JACK�OF�SOLDERING�IRON
����STEMS�ON�THE�THRESHING�mOOR��THE�TRIGGER�FOR�A�TRAP
��CAN�OF�WHEAT��3WEEPING�WAVES�OF�ITS�TENDER�TIPS�IN
&ARMING�CONDITIONS�QUITE�BY�CHANCE��4HE�REDUCTIONIST�S�VIEW
-IGHT�WHOLLY�EMBRACE�ITS�CIRCLES�AT�THE�EXPENSE�OF
3PHERES��$ATE�OASIS�IN�4UNISIA��ORIGINATED�BY�THE�TYPO
)N�HER�EYE�WHITE��PALATINO��BRUSHED�OFF���DISCARDED
5P�THE�SLEEVE��APPLES��BURDEN�OF�THE�RESULTING�SUDDEN��OR
/NE�PHOTOGRAPH�PER�DAY��THEMSELVES�LACKING�CONTINUITY
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/RDINARY

/UTLOOK�S�HAVING�TROUBLE�DOWNLOADING�MY�MESSAGES��PERHAPS
4HERE�S�GOLD�IN�ONE��.OT�METAPHORICALLY��OF�COURSE��LIKE

7ORDS�OF�WISDOM�OR�A�SPIRITUAL�TWIST�OR�VALUE��)�HAVE
3IX�THOUSAND�TWO�HUNDRED�AND�FORTYlVE��A�LITTLE�GARDEN

&ULL�OF�DIGITS��EACH�ITS�OWN�mORAL�PRESENTATION���SHADE�
-Y�COOL�AIR�COME���HEADING�OUT�OF�THE�SHOWER��WHITE�TOWEL

7RAPPED�AROUND�YOUR�SOAKED�BLACK�HAIR��THINKING�YOURSELF
.OT�SKINNY�ENOUGH���REmECTION�OF�THE�ALPHABET��SERIFED

4O�THE�SHOULDERS��4HE�BAR�WITH�THE�LONG�WAITING�LIST�THE�ONE
7ITH�THE�BUZZER�THE�ONE�THAT�lNALLY�LET�US�IN�PERPENDICULAR

��ACROSS�FROM�%30.�3PORTZONE��WHERE�RED�LOSES�THE�BALL
4O�YELLOW�OR�THE�EVENING�WHEN�YOU�TOOK�YOUR�CLOTHES�OFF

��CHALLENGED�ITS�STATUE�TO�A�PICKUP�GAME��ONE�ON�TWO�
2EmECTED�IN�THE�COINS�UNDERNEATH�THE�SURFACE�OF�THE�WATER

4HE�mOWERS�ALL�AROUND�ARE�RED�AND�ANNUALS�BLOOM
&OR�ANOTHER�WEEK��THEN�CRUMPLED���FOLDED�LIKE�SECOND

$AY�SNOW��ALL�THE�LITTLE�BITS�OF�EXHAUST�AND�ASPHALT�SMOKING
4HE�DROPLETS�NO��IT�POURED�HERE��BUT�ONLY�FOR�A�MINUTE�

/R�DIDN�T�AS�LONG�AS�SHE�CONTINUES�TO�HAVE�A�TAIL��CAN�JUMP�
��DOESN�T�MIND�THAT�THIS�TIME��AT�LEAST��EVERYONE�S�THE�SAME�
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-ARBLE�#OUNTER�4OPS

ONE�MEANDERING�ACROSS�ITS�SPINE�PERPENDICULAR
TRACES�A�BLUE�CIRCLE�TO�HOUSE�ALL�OF�THE�BACTERIA
hOVER�����TIMES�THE�STRENGTH�OF

OR�ALIGNED�PAIRS�Y�S�BRANCHES�COMING�UP�FOR�AIR

��mIMSY�AS�THIS�OPEN�PROGRAM�S�PAPERBACK
TRACES�OF�ITS�WATERMARK�ACROSS�THE�PIXELS
THINKING�)�SEE�A�WOMAN�THERE��A�GODDESS��AN�OWL

ONE�THAT�)�MIGHT�RAVAGE����LEFT�UPON�MY�DEATHBED
COVERED�IN�SCRATCHES��LEAVE�TO�ROOST

ENOUGH�ONLY�TO�PAUSE��TO�PUT�THE�PUFF�IN�CHEEK�S�POUCH
��AS�IT�EXPANDS��PASTE�PAPER�STRIPS�AROUND�IT
ALREADY�COLORFUL���MESSAGES�ALIGNED
THEN�POP�THE�BALLOON���WATCH�THE�REST�BLEED

THRASHING�FOR�AIR�WITHOUT�ITS�MOTHER�S�STOMACH

OOPS�)�SWALLOWED�A�PIN�OR�A�QUARTER
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,OVE�0OEM

)�BOUGHT�YOU�A�WHOLE�BOX�OF�GREY�AREA
)T�S�WHAT�WE�SWAPPED�IN�FOR�WHAT�WAS�RANCID�AND�WHAT�WAS�SWEET

4HE�KITE�YOU�BOARDED�ON�A�QUEST�FOR�THE�ORIGINS�OF�CLIMATE
4HE�WOODY�ROOTS�OF�LIGHTNING��THUNDER�S�FREQUENCY

2ATIO�OF�WAVE�TO�HAIR��IT�S�CURLING��SWEPT
7ITH�A�RED�BREEZE��TAKEN�AS�WET�COMMUNION

/R�DOMINO�S�TEMPERATURE��SUDDENLY�WHOLLY�SUSCEPTIBLE�TO�GRAVITY
��PLUMMET�DIRECTLY�EARTHWARD��COMBUSTIBLE�MIDDLE

$AYTODAY�SERVICE�RESCRIPTED�AS�A�MOVIE�REVIEW
��STARS���THUMBS�UP��RESTLESS�TO�WRESTLE��MIRACULOUS�LETTUCE

"ALLOONING�ABOVE�ITS�TINY�LEGS��LET�US
&IND�A�RIVER�BETWEEN�THESE�TWO�SLICES�OF�BREAD

!�METAPHOR�FOR�CONCEPTION��COMMENCEMENT
/R��CHOOSE�YOUR�CONDIMENT	�
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4RANSLATIONS�BY�#HAD�3WEENEY�AND�-OJDEH�-ARASHI

+AYVAAN�3ETARCH�"OOD�+AYVAAN�WAS�A�3TAR

7E�WERE�FROM�THE�lRE�S�RACE�
BORN�THE�SAME�HOUR�AS�THE�COPPER�SUN
YET�DARKENED�IN�THE�ASH�

)NJUSTICE�SMOLDERED�IN�ITS�FORGE�
MY�FRIEND�VANISHED�LIKE�A�SPARK�
)�STAYED�BEHIND�WITH�THE�PATIENCE�OF�COAL�

+AYVAAN�BECAME�A�STAR
SO�ABOVE�THE�BLEAK�NIGHT
HOPE
WOULD�SHINE�FOR�US�

+AYVAAN�BECAME�A�STAR
SO�THE�BEATEN�DOWN
COULD�lND�THE�PATH�TO�DAWN�

+AYVAAN�BECAME�A�STAR
�������������������������������TO�TEACH�US
ABOUT�lRE�
THE�MOMENT�IT�mARES
INSIDE�THE�SELF
AND�ILLUMINATES�THE�EVENING�

3HAABE�YALDA��THE�LONGEST�NIGHT�
MY�PALMS�TIRED�OF�HOPING
PLACED�IN�HIS�BRIGHT�HANDS�

3HAABE�YALDA��THE�WINTER�SOLSTICE�
MY�FAITH�IN�THE�SUN�STAYS�LIT
BY�THE�COLOR�OF�HIS�STAR�

+AYVAAN�WAS�A�STAR�
(E�LIVED�THE�WAY�OF�LIGHT
AND�DIED�BY�LIGHT�

"�����-�3�"
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(E�SITS�IN�THE�PUPIL�OF�OUR�EYES�
AN�HEIRLOOM�OF�lRE
HANDED�TO�THE�SUN�FOR�HOLDING�

+AYVAAN��A�BELOVED�lGURE�AND�FRIEND�OF�3AYEH��WAS�KILLED�BY�THE�3HAH�S�
GOVERNMENT��4HE�NAME�h+AYVAANv�ALSO�MEANS�h6ENUSv�THE�MORNING�STAR�

'ERYEH�3EEB�!PPLE�S�#RY

.IGHT�WAS�FALLING�
)�CAME�INSIDE�AND�CLOSED�THE�WINDOWS�

7IND�WRESTLED�WITH�THE�BRANCHES�
/NLY�ME�IN�AN�EMPTY�HOUSE�

4HE�WORLD�POURED�INTO�MY�HEART�

3UDDENLY�)�FELT
SOMEONE
�������������������BEYOND�THE�WINDOW
IN�THE�GARDEN
�������������������������������������CRYING�

THE�MORNING�DEW
�������������������������DROPPED
FROM�THE�APPLE�BLOSSOM�

4EHRAN��SPRING�����������	

&ALGH�2ED�$AWN

/�DAWN�
4HE�HERALD�S�DELIGHTFUL�NEWS�
4O�HONOR�YOUR�VISIT��TONIGHT�
A�ROOSTER
IS�BEHEADED�AT�THE�FRONT�DOOR�

4EHRAN������������	
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4ARH�$ESIGN

4HEY�CUT�THE�MORNING�BIRD�S�THROAT�
� !ND�YET

)N�THIS�ROLLING�RIVER�OF�SUNSET
�����������������������(IS�CRIMSON�VOICE
�������������3TILL�mOWS������

3OGHOOT�4HE�&ALL

(E�USED�TO�STRETCH�HIS�NECK�UP
(IGHER�THAN�THE�WORLD�

4HE�STARS�THAT�GLITTER�THE�WHEEL
7OULD�KISS�THE�TIPS�OF�HIS�lNGERS�
4HE�SUN�WAS�A�COIN
)N�HIS�lST�

!T�TIMES
!�UNIVERSE�SEPARATES
!�CROWN�FROM�ITS�SHOULDERS�

!T�TIMES�PRIDE�AND�HUMILIATION
$IFFER�BY�THE�WIDTH�OF�A�HAIR�

7HEN�HE�BOWED�IN�RESIGNATION
4HE�SKY�AND�ITS�STARS
2EMOVED�BEYOND�ALL�REACH�

-ARGE�2OOZ�$EATH�OF�THE�$AY

4HE�SUN�WAS�LEAVING�AND�DRAGGING�BEHIND
4HE�HALFDEAD�DAY�WITH�ITS�SKIRTS�OF�DYING�LIGHT�
$AY�FELL�FROM�THE�BLADE�AND�LIKE�A�mUTTERING
(EART�CRAWLED�AFTER�ITS�LOVER�

4HE�SUN�LAUGHED��7HY�WHIMPER�
"E�GLAD�THIS�BRUISING�DAY�IS�OVER�
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,AUGH�AND�REVEL�LIKE�ME��7HAT�ARE�YOU�COMPLAINING�ABOUT�
7E�RE�BOTH�LEAVING�THIS�PLACE�

4HE�TIRED�DAY�MOANED�BACK��9OU�ARE�THE�KING�OF�LIGHT�

(APPINESS�IS�YOURS��NOT�MINE�
4RUE��WE�RE�BOTH�STEPPING�OFF�THE�ROAD
"UT�YOU�TO�THE�WEDDING�BED�AND�)�TO�THE�GRAVE�

0ARANDEH�-IDAANAD�4HE�"IRD�+NOWS

4HOUGHTS�OF�mYING�IN�CLOUD�LIGHT
LIKE�OPENING�AN�EYE�INTO�SLEEP�
THE�BIRD�IN�HER�CAGE
� IS�DREAMING�

&ROM�HER�CAGE�THE�BIRD�WATCHES
THE�PAINTED�IMAGE�OF�THE�GARDEN
SHIMMER�
4HE�BIRD�KNOWS�THIS�WIND
HAS�NO�BREATH�THE�PARADISE
IS�AN�ILLUSION�
&ROM�HER�CAGE�THE�BIRD
� IS�DREAMING�

4EHRAN������������	

'ERYEH�#RY

3HADOWS�SOB�UNDER�TREES�IN�THE�GREEN�SUNSET�
"RANCHES�READ�THE�STORY�OF�THE�CLOUDS�
!ND�LIKE�ME��THE�SKY�IS�MOODY�WITH�DUST�

7IND�BRINGS�THE�SMELL�OF�SOIL�WET�WITH�STORM�
,EAVES�AGITATE�IN�THE�PASSING�NIGHT�

4HE�GARDEN�IS�ANXIOUS�FOR�RAIN�
-Y�HEART�ACHES�FOR�A�LONG�GREEN�CRY��������
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"OOK�4OUR�$IARY

!PRIL���
�����AM

!T�THE�HOTEL��,EAVING�FOR�THE�AIRPORT�IN�A�LITTLE�WHILE��!�SUCCESSFUL�READING�LAST�NIGHT��
!�LOT�OF�PEOPLE��3OLD�A�LOT�OF�BOOKS�

� -ADE�OUT�WITH�3��IN�THE�STACKS��BUT�SHE�HAD�TO�GO�TO�HER�BOYFRIEND��/NE�OF�THE�
PEOPLE�FROM�THE�BOOKSTORE�SAW�US��MUST�THINK�)�M�A�NUT�
� h)�WANT�YOU�TO�PULL�MY�HAIR�AND�)�WANT�TO�GIVE�YOU�A�BLOWJOB�IN�THE�CAR�AND�
HAVE�YOU�COME�IN�MY�MOUTH�v�SHE�SAID�
� "UT�)�WAS�THE�PRUDE��$IDN�T�WANT�TO�DO�IT�IN�HER�CAR��AND��ALSO��)�FELT�THAT�SHE�
WOULD�REGRET�IT�IMMEDIATELY�AFTERWARDS��(OW�COULD�SHE�GO�TO�HER�BOYFRIEND�WITH�THE�
TASTE�OF�MY�SEMEN�IN�HER�MOUTH��)�THOUGHT�SHE�WOULD�FEEL�BAD�AND�)�DIDN�T�WANT�TO�DO�
THAT�TO�HER��!LSO��)�NEVER�LIKE�TO�COME�IN�SOMEONE�S�MOUTH��!S�SOON�AS�)�M�COMING�)�
THINK�THAT�IT�MUST�TASTE�TERRIBLE�AND�SO�)�DERAIL�MY�OWN�ORGASM�
� "UT�)�WAS�DISAPPOINTED�THAT�SHE�COULDN�T�BE�WITH�ME��7ANTED�TO�EXPERIENCE�HER�
AGAIN��!�YEAR�AGO��IT�WAS�CARNAL��DEPRAVED�SEX�WHEN�)�CAME�OUT�HERE�FOR�THE�HARDCOVER��
)�LOVE�HER�SMELL��7HATEVER�IT�IS�SHE�PUTS�ON�HER�SKIN��3HE�PUT�MY�HAND�TO�HER�THROAT�IN�
THE�STACKS��3HE�LIKES�TO�BE�CHOKED��SLAPPED��TAKEN�VIOLENTLY��3AYS�HER�BOYFRIEND�WON�T�
DO�THAT�STUFF��"UT�)�DID�IT�FOR�HER��!ND�THIS�TIME��)�WANTED�TO�MAKE�HER�CRAWL�ON�THE�
GROUND�TOWARDS�ME��HER�WHITE��WHITE�SKIN��HER�FRAGILE�SKINNY�BODY��HER�WHITE�TITS�AND�
LONG��STRANGE�PINK�NIPPLES��HER�MAD�LUST��)�WANTED�TO�WATCH�HER�REVEL�IN�HER�OWN�ABJECT�
SUBMISSION��'ENEROSITY�THROUGH�FEIGNED�CRUELTY�
� 3O�AFTER�KISSING�HER�LAST�NIGHT�)�WAS�ALL�RILED�UP��)�WENT�ON�#RAIG�S�,IST�AND�
THERE�WAS�THIS�BEAUTIFUL�TRANNY��)�COULDN�T�RESIST��)�CALLED�HER�AND�SHE�SAID�HER�NAME�WAS�
3AVANNAH��BUT�)�THINK�THAT�S�JUST�HER�#RAIG�S�,IST�NAME��3HE�MUST�HAVE�HER�REAL�BOY�S�
NAME��HER�REAL�GIRL�NAME��AND�THEN�HER�WORKINGGIRL�NAME��!�LOT�OF�NAMES�
� 4OOK�A�TAXI�TO�HER�AROUND���AM��2OUGH�PART�OF�TOWN��,ITERALLY��ACROSS�A�RIVER�
AND� SOME� TRAINTRACKS�� 3HE� LIVES� IN� A� BOARDINGHOUSE�� LIKE� SOMETHING� OUT� OF� A� *IM�
4HOMPSON�NOVEL��.EW�9ORK�DOESN�T�HAVE�THINGS�LIKE�THAT�ANY�MORE��PLACES�WHERE�YOU�
CAN�LIVE�AND�NOT�SPEND�TOO�MUCH�MONEY��4HE�WALLS�OF�HER�ROOM�WERE�COVERED�WITH�
HUNDREDS�OF�CUTOUTS�OF�MODELS�AND�ACTRESSES��(ER�BED�HAD�A�CANOPY�SHE�BUILT��WITH�
GAUZE�ALL�AROUND�IT��)T�WAS�LIKE�A�SERIALKILLER�S�APARTMENT��THIS�TEMPLE�OF�FEMININITY��3HE�
WAS�EERILY�BEAUTIFUL��-INISKIRT��TALL�AND�BLONDE��A�PERFECTLY�FEMININE�FACE��GORGEOUS�
SMOOTH�LEGS��LOVELY�MOUTH��(OW�DOES�THIS�HAPPEN�
� )�GAVE�HER�A�HUNDRED�AND�lFTY�BUCKS�AND�WE�KISSED��STANDING�THERE��)�HELD�HER�
CLOSE��3HE�TASTED�GOOD�
� 3HE�PULLED�ME�DOWN�ON�TO�THE�BED�FOR�MORE�KISSING��(ER�BLOUSE�CAME�OFF��
3HE�HAD�THESE�PUBESCENTSIZED�BREASTS�FROM�FEMALE�HORMONES��4HEY�WERE�BEAUTIFUL��)�

$)(�."�(��'�-
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KISSED�THEM�GENTLY��3HE�SMELLED�NICELY�OF�PERFUME��)�M�A�SUCKER�FOR�PERFUME��4HEN�SHE�
GOT�A�CONDOM��LUBE��POSITIONED�HERSELF�DOGGYSTYLE�� LIFTED�THE�SKIRT��GUIDED�ME�INTO�
HER��)�HAD�BEEN�THERE�ALL�OF�TEN�MINUTES��.EVER�SAW�HER�COCK��LIKE�-��"UTTERmY��(ER�
HEELS�STAYED�ON��WHICH�)�LIKED��)�HELD�THOSE�SMALL�BREASTS�
� !ND�SHE�CAME�FROM�ME�DOING�THAT��)�GUESS�FROM�RUBBING�HERSELF�AGAINST�THE�
BED�AS�)�SMASHED�HER�DOWN��3HE�SCREAMED�OUT��h)�M�COMING�v�AND�SO�THAT�MADE�ME�
COME��)T�WASN�T�AS�GOOD�AS�A�REAL�GIRL�BUT�THE�TRANSGRESSION�OF�IT�WAS�NICE��THOUGH�AS�SOON�
AS�IT�WAS�OVER��THE�SELFLOATHING�WAS�RELEASED��LIKE�THIS�HORRIBLE�STEAM�INSIDE�ME�
� (ER� SINK�WAS� LOW�� CAME� TO�MY�WAIST�� AND� )�WASHED�MYSELF� IN� IT��-Y�COCK�
LOOKED� LIKE� THIS�PATHETIC�PINK� INSTRUMENT� IN� THAT� SINK��HER�MAKEUP�ALL�AROUND�THE�
EDGE�OF�THE�PORCELAIN��4HERE�WAS�A�RAZOR�FOR�HER�LEGS�AND�)�THOUGHT�OF�CUTTING�MY�COCK�
AND�CUTTING�MY�WRISTS��AND�HOW�)�D�HAVE�TO�SAW�AT�MYSELF�WITH�THAT�LITTLE�RAZOR��)T�WAS�
A�mASH�OF�THOUGHTVIOLENCE�LIKE�A�SEIZURE��4HEN�)�ALMOST�LAUGHED��THINKING�ABOUT�MY�
COCK�IN�A�TRANSSEXUAL�S�SINK��LEFT�THERE�LIKE�SOME�SACRIlCE�
� 7E�SAT�AND�TALKED�AFTERWARDS��3HE�PUT�ON�A�ROBE�AND�LOOKED�DEMURE��3HE�S�
ONLY� TWENTY�� 3HE� THOUGHT� )� WAS� THIRTYlVE� AND� COMPLIMENTED� ME� FOR� LOOKING� SO�
YOUNG�AT�����WHICH�WAS�NICE�OF�HER��3HE�TOLD�ME�ABOUT�TAKING�HORMONES��)�SAID��h"E�
CAREFUL�ABOUT�YOUR�LIVER�v�h7HY�v�SHE�ASKED��A�mICKER�OF�CONCERN�IN�HER�EYES��OF�SELF
PRESERVATION��WHICH�)�WAS�GLAD�TO�SEE��)�TOLD�HER�THAT�)�HEARD�THE�HORMONES�CAN�HURT�
YOUR�LIVER��THAT�SHE�SHOULD�LOOK�INTO�IT��)�TOLD�HER�)�READ�ABOUT�IN�THE�3CIENCE�3ECTION�OF�
THE�4IMES��THIS�ARTICLE�ON�TRANSSEXUALS��"UT�THIS�DIDN�T�IMPRESS�HER��3HE�NEEDS�TO�KNOW�
WHAT�SHE�S�TAKING��BE�AWARE�OF�THE�SIDEEFFECTS�
� 7E�TALKED�SOME�MORE�AND�SHE�TOLD�ME�SHE�WAS�ALWAYS�DIFFERENT��PLAYING�WITH�
"ARBIES��.EVER�MET�HER�BIOLOGICAL�FATHER��3AID�SHE�WAS�A�MIRACLE�BABY��THAT�HER�MOTHER�S�
TUBES�HAD�BEEN�TIED�AND�BURNT��3HE�SAID�BURNT��9ET�SOMEHOW�THE�MOTHER�GOT�PREGNANT��
)�ASKED�HER�IF�SHE�WAS�GOING�TO�GET�A�SEX�CHANGE��h)�DON�T�KNOW��NOT�IF�)�CAN�T�GET�OFF�v�
SHE�SAID��)�THOUGHT�ABOUT�HOW�SHE�CAME�FROM�HAVING�ME�IN�HER��3HE�WAS�SUPERNATURALLY�
BEAUTIFUL��!N�!MERICAN�CHANGELING��+ISSED�ME�GOODBYE��3HE�SAID��h9OU�RE�SWEET�v
� "ACK�HERE�AT�THE�HOTEL�)�SCALDED�MYSELF�IN�THE�BATH��7ILL�STOP�NOW��(AVE�TO�GET�
CAB�TO�THE�AIRPORT�
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� !� FEW� HOURS� LATER�� )N� ????????�� )�M� ON� A� BENCH�� IN� A� PARK�� ON� A� CLIFF��
OVERLOOKING�THE�BAY��SAILBOATS�IN�THE�DISTANCE�
� 4HE�CABBIE�FROM�THE�AIRPORT�SAID��h)�USED�TO�BELIEVE�IN�GOOD�LUCK��BUT�NOW�)�
BELIEVE�IN�BAD�LUCK�SINCE�IT�S�THE�ONLY�KIND�)�HAVE�v�(E�SAID�HE�WAS�AN�ACTOR�AND�ONCE�HE�
GOT�OUT�OF�DEBT��HE�SAID�HE�PLANNED�TO�GO�TO�,!��(E�WAS�IN�HIS�LATE�FORTIES��FADING�LOOKS��
BLONDE�HAIR��A�RECEDING�CHIN��(E�HAD�BEEN�HANDSOME�ONCE�BUT�THERE�WAS�SOMETHING�
OFF�ABOUT�HIM��$RUGS�OR�ALCOHOL�OR�BIPOLAR��3OMETHING��)�GAVE�HIM�A�BIG�TIP��(E�WAS�
ALL�OBSEQUIOUS�AFTER�THE�TIP��TAKING�MY�BAG�INTO�THE�HOTEL�FOR�ME��FAWNING�OVER�ME��(E�
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ASKED�WHAT�)�WAS�DOING�IN�TOWN��AND�)�TOLD�HIM�)�WAS�A�WRITER��THAT�MY�PAPERBACK�HAD�
COME�OUT��AND�HE�GAVE�ME�HIS�LAST�CARD��WHICH�WAS�A�LITTLE�DIRTY��AND�IT�SAID�@ACTOR��UNDER�
HIS�NAME�
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� !NOTHER�GOOD� READING�� *UST� GOT�BACK��2EAD�WITH�$���WHO�S�KIND�OF� A� LOCAL�
CELEBRITY�� SO� THERE�WAS� A�HUGE� CROWD��!FTERWARDS��$��HAD� A�PARTY� AT� A�BAR�� A� LOT�OF�
PEOPLE��)�WAS�DRAWN�TO�THIS�SEXY�BUXOM�GIRL�NAMED�4���BUT�HER�FRIEND��-���WAS�ALL�OVER�
ME��ASKING�ME�TO�DANCE��PRESSING�AGAINST�ME��3HE�WAS�A�LITTLE�DRUNK�AND�WHILE�)�WAS�
DANCING�WITH�HER��4��LEFT��3O�-��ASKED�ME�TO�GO�HOME�WITH�HER��3HE�S�����A�LITTLE�NUTTY��
A�GRAD�STUDENT�IN�!RT�(ISTORY��.OT�AS�PRETTY�AS�HER�FRIEND��BUT�ATTRACTIVE��"EAUTIFUL�EYES��
3WEET�LITTLE�BREASTS��7E�TOOK�A�TAXI��3HE�SAID��h)�DON�T�USUALLY�DO�THIS�v�h$O�WHAT�v�)�
ASKED��h4AKE�HOME�OLDER��STRANGE�WRITERS�v�h)�SHOULD�HOPE�NOT�v�)�SAID��)�WAS�FEELING�
WITTY��ALMOST�HAPPY�
� )�WENT�DOWN�ON�HER�AND�SHE�CAME�AND�HER�PUSSY�HICCUPPED�WHEN�SHE�CAME�
AND�SOME�mUID�CAME�OUT��.OT�A�FULLBLOWN�FEMALE�EJACULATION�BUT�SORT�OF�CLOSE��4HEN�
SHE�DIDN�T�HAVE�A�CONDOM��BUT� SHE� FOUND�ONE� IN�HER� ROOMMATE�S� ROOM��WHICH�WAS�
GOOD�LUCK��AND�THE�ROOMMATE�WAS�OUT��4HE�SEX�WAS�OKAY��(ER�BODY�IS�A�BIT�SOFT��-ORE�
ABOUT�HER� LATER�WHAT� SHE� SAID� ABOUT�HER�MOTHER�WHO�HAS� CANCER��WHICH�WAS� VERY�
HEARTBREAKING��!LMOST�TOLD�HER�ABOUT�MY�MOTHER�DYING�OF�CANCER��BUT�DIDN�T�WANT�TO�
SCARE�HER�ABOUT�HER�MOM�
� !NYWAY��MORE�ABOUT�THAT�GIRL�LATER��BUT�)�M�TIRED�NOW�
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� 3O� )�HAD�AN�AMAZING� TIME� IN�????????�ON� THE���TH��3OLD����BOOKS��7AS�
SIGNING�BOOKS�AND�THESE�THREE�!SIAN�GIRLS�GAVE�ME�CANDY�AND�A�CARD�AND�A�LITTLE�STUFFED�
ANIMAL��4HEY�WERE�GIGGLING��)T�WAS�VERY�SWEET��!ND�THEN�THIS�GORGEOUS�RAVENHAIRED�
GIRL�GIVES�ME�A�NOTE�AFTER�)�SIGNED�HER�BOOK��3HE�HAD�THIS�SOMEWHAT�UNUSUAL��BEAUTIFUL�
UPTURNED�NOSE��!ND�SHE�HAD�GREEN�EYES�AND�VERY�PALE�SKIN�IN�CONTRAST�WITH�HER�LONG�
DARK�HAIR��3HE�WAS�ABOUT�lVEFOUR��NOT�TOO�TALL��BUT�STATUESQUE�FULL�BREASTS�AND�ASS��
7AS�WEARING�THIS�SLEEVELESS�WHITE�TOP�AND�TIGHT�JEANS��3HE�HAD�BEAUTIFUL�ARMS��)�LOVE�
WOMEN�S�ARMS��)�IMAGINE�MY�HANDS�ENCIRCLING�THEM��PULLING�THE�WOMAN�TO�ME��AND�
)�LOVE�THE�ARMPIT��&OR�SOME�REASON��AS�)�VE�GOTTEN�OLDER��)�M�OBSESSED�WITH�LICKING�A�
WOMAN�S�ARMPIT��THIS�HIDDEN�SECRET�PLACE��LIKE�IT�S�ANOTHER�PUSSY�OR�SOMETHING��)�MUST�
BE�LOSING�MY�MIND�
� !NYWAY��)�DIDN�T�GET�A�CHANCE�TO�READ�THE�GIRL�S�NOTE��JUST�PUT�IT�IN�MY�POCKET��
THERE�WERE�OTHER�PEOPLE�WAITING�ON�LINE��AND�IT�WOULD�LOOK�WEIRD�READING�SOME�NOTE�
FROM�A�BEAUTIFUL�GIRL��"UT�THEN�SOMEONE�FROM�THE�BOOKSTORE�BRINGS�ME�ANOTHER�NOTE��
IT�S�FROM�THE�SAME�GIRL��IT�SAYS��h)�M�THE�GIRL�WITH�THE�DARK�HAIR�WHO�GAVE�YOU�THE�NOTE��
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)�M�SERIOUS��#ALL�ME�v
� !ND�)�LOOK�AT�THE�lRST�NOTE�AND�THERE�S�A�NUMBER��3O�AFTER�)�SIGN�EVERYBODY�S�
BOOK��)�CALL�HER��3HE�PICKS�ME�UP�OUTSIDE�THE�BOOKSTORE�AND�THERE�S�ANOTHER�GIRL�IN�THE�
CAR��!�BLONDE��A�LITTLE�HARDER�LOOKING��KIND�OF�A�CHEAP�LOOK��BUT�ALSO�ATTRACTIVE��4HEY�
BOTH�HAVE�THE�SAME�lRST�NAME��,���WHICH�IS�STRANGE�AND�THEY�AGREED�THAT�IT�WAS�STRANGE�
BUT�IT�WAS�PART�OF�WHAT�DREW�THEM�TO�EACH�OTHER��,����WHO�GAVE�ME�THE�NOTE��RUNS�A�
CATERING�COMPANY�AND�,���IS�A�BUYER�OR�SOMETHING�FOR�A�DEPARTMENT�STORE�
� 7E� GO� TO� A� BAR� AND� THEY� TELL� ME� THEIR� STORY��4HEY�RE� BOTH� ��� AND� THEY�RE�
MARRIED�AND�THEY�RE�SECRET�LESBIAN�LOVERS�AND�THEIR�HUSBANDS�DON�T�KNOW��4HE�MEN�JUST�
THINK�THAT�THEIR�WIVES�HAVE�THESE�GIRLS��NIGHTS�OUT��4HEY�GET�CHEAP�HOTEL�ROOMS�FOR�TWO�
OR�THREE�HOURS��4HEY�ALSO�MEET�UP�IN�THE�AFTERNOON�SOMETIMES��WHEN�THE�HUSBANDS�ARE�
AT�WORK��AND�THEY�DON�T�HAVE�TO�PAY�FOR�A�ROOM��"UT�THEY�TELL�ME�THAT�,����THE�BLONDE��
DOESN�T�LIKE�TO�HAVE�HER�PUSSY�LICKED�BECAUSE�WHEN�SHE�WAS�lFTEEN�HER�lRST�BOYFRIEND�
WENT�DOWN�THERE�AND�CAME�RIGHT�BACK�UP�WITH�A�DISGUSTED�LOOK�ON�HIS�FACE�AND�SAID��
h)�DON�T�LIKE�THATxv
� !LSO��SHE�SAID�SHE�HAS�THREE�BROTHERS�AND�WHEN�SHE�WAS�GROWING�UP�THEY�WOULD�
CALL� IT� h3UNDAY� SUSHI�v� WHICH� STRUCK� ME� AS� SOPHISTICATED�HOW� DID� HER� SUBURBAN�
BROTHERS�KNOW�THAT�SUSHI�WAS�BAD�ON�3UNDAYS��!NYWAY��SOMEHOW�THESE�TWO�THINGS�
HAVE�MADE�HER�INCAPABLE�OF�LETTING�ANYONE��INCLUDING�,����GO�DOWN�ON�HER�
� 3O�WHAT�DO�THEY�DO��)�ASKED��3HE�SAID�THAT�SHE�DOES�IT�TO�,����)�SAID��h7ELL��
YOU�SEE�THEN�THAT�IT�S�NICE��YOU�SHOULD�LET�HER�DO�IT�TO�YOU�v�h)�KNOW��THAT�S�WHAT�)�SAY�v�
SAID�,����BUT�,���SAID��h)�JUST�CAN�T��)�HAVE�A�PHOBIA�v
� )�COULDN�T�BELIEVE�THEY�WERE�SITTING�ACROSS�FROM�ME��TELLING�ME�ALL�THIS��BUT�,���
SAID�THAT�MY�BOOKS�MADE�HER�FEEL�LIKE�SHE�COULD�TELL�ME�ANYTHING��,���HASN�T�ACTUALLY�
READ�ME��BUT�LIKED�THE�READING�
� !FTER�ALL�THIS�TALK�ABOUT�EATING�PUSSY��THEY�ANNOUNCED�THAT�EVEN�THOUGH�THEY�
HAD�BROUGHT�ME�OUT�AND�WERE�TELLING�ME�ALL�THIS�STUFF�THEY�WANTED�TO�MAKE�IT�CLEAR�THAT�
THAT�THEY�COULDN�T�HAVE�SEX�WITH�ME��3EX�WITH�A�MAN�WAS�A�LEVEL�OF�CHEATING�THAT�WAS�
TOO�MUCH�FOR�THEM��)�SUGGESTED�A�COMPROMISE��THAT�WE�HAVE�A�THREEWAY�CUDDLE�IN�MY�
HOTEL�ROOM��AND�THEY�THOUGHT�THAT�WAS�QUEER��BUT�WERE�INTRIGUED�
� "UT�,���BACKED�OUT��SAID�SHE�HAD�TO�BE�AT�WORK�EARLY��SO�SHE�LEFT�AND�,���CAME�
BACK�WITH�ME��7E�HAD�A�DRINK�AT�THE�HOTEL�BAR�AND�THEN�SHE�WENT�UP�TO�MY�ROOM�lRST��
BY�HERSELF��)�GAVE�HER�MY�KEY��3HE�SAID�PEOPLE�KNOW�HER�IN�THIS�TOWN��THERE�MIGHT�BE�A�
BUSINESS�ASSOCIATE�OF�HER�HUSBAND�AT�THE�BAR��SO�IT�WOULD�BE�BETTER�IF�IT�SEEMED�LIKE�SHE�
HAD�A�DRINK�WITH�ME�AND�THEN�LEFT��(ER�HUSBAND�KNEW�SHE�WAS�A�FAN�OF�MINE�AND�THAT�
SHE�HAD�COME�TO�MY�READING��SO�IT�WAS�PERFECTLY�LEGIT�FOR�HER�TO�BE�AT�THE�HOTEL�WITH�ME��
BUT�SHE�COULDN�T�BE�SEEN�LEAVING�THE�BAR�IN�MY�COMPANY�
� 3O�SHE�SLIPPED�OUT�TO�THE�ELEVATOR��LIKE�SOMETHING�OUT�OF�A�lFTIES�MOVIE��)T�WAS�
ALL�VERY�NOIR��)�WAITED�lVE�MINUTES��AS�SHE�HAD�INSTRUCTED��AND�WENT�UP�TO�MY�ROOM�
WHERE�SHE�WAS�WAITING�FOR�ME�TOPLESS��!ND�SHE�HAD�THE�MOST�AMAZING�BODY��4HE�MOST�
BEAUTIFUL� BREASTS� WITH� GIGANTIC�� DARKBROWN� NIPPLES�� 3HE�S� HALF"RAZILIAN�� HALF� )RISH��
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h/UR�PANTS�HAVE�TO�STAY�ON�v�SHE�SAID�
� 7E�WENT�BY� THE�WINDOW�� LOOKING�OUT�OVER� THE�WHOLE�CITY��WE�WERE�ON�THE�
��TH�mOOR��THE�CITY�LOOKED�SPECTACULAR��ALL�THAT�!MERICAN�MONEY��AND�)�HELD�HER�FROM�
BEHIND��CUPPING�HER�BREASTS�IN�MY�HAND��WEIGHING�THEM��)�THOUGHT�ABOUT�HOW�AFTER�
SHE�LEFT�)�COULD�JUMP�OUT�THE�WINDOW��"UT�THAT�S�NEVER�HOW�)�WOULD�WANT�TO�DO�IT�
� 3O�WE�GOT�ON�THE�BED�AND�MADE�OUT�MAKING�OUT�WAS�ACCEPTABLE�TO�HER�AND�
)�NURSED�ON�HER�BREASTS�AND�)�CAME�IN�MY�PANTS�RUBBING�AGAINST�THE�BED��3HE�COULD�TELL�
)�CAME�AND�SHE�LAUGHED��)T�WAS�ACTUALLY�QUITE�HEAVENLY��)�SAID��AS�WE�HUGGED�GOODBYE�
AT�MY�DOOR��h7AS�THIS�OKAY��)�HOPE�YOU�DON�T�FEEL�BAD�v
� h)�DON�T�FEEL�BAD��-AYBE�TOMORROW�)�LL� FEEL�BAD��BUT�NOT�RIGHT�NOW��4HIS�IS�
SOMETHING�)�WANTED�TO�DO�FOR�A�WHILE��EVER�SINCE�)�lRST�READ�YOU��)�WAS�WORRIED�)�WOULDN�T�
LIKE�YOU�IN�PERSON��9OU�RE�QUIETER�THAN�)�THOUGHT�YOU�D�BE��BUT�YOU�RE�SWEET�v
� 3HE�AND�3AVANNAH�THINK�)�M�SWEET��)�DON�T�KNOW�IF� THEY�RE�RIGHT�OR�WRONG��
!FTER�SHE�LEFT��)�LAY�ON�THE�BED�AND�MARVELED�IN�MY�MIND�AT�HER�BEAUTY��AND�)�FELT�A�KIND�
OF�GIDDY�GRATITUDE�FOR�MY�CRAZY�SEX�LIFE��)T�S�BEEN�MY�ONLY�JOY�
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� 0LANE�AGAIN��&LYING�HOME��????????�WAS�QUIET��!� SMALLER� CROWD�BUT�NICE�
PEOPLE��.O�GIRLS�OFFERED�THEMSELVES�TO�ME��4HEN�IN�????????��THE�NEXT�DAY��THINGS�
WERE�COMPLETELY�NUTS�
� +��MET�ME�AT�THE�AIRPORT��3HE�HAD�BEEN�EMAILING�ME�FOR�MONTHS�AND�WANTED�
TO�MEET�ME�AT�THE�AIRPORT�TO�WELCOME�ME�TO�HER�CITY��)�SAID�THAT�SHE�DIDN�T�HAVE�TO�MEET�
ME��THAT�THE�PUBLISHER�OFTEN�HAD�SOMEONE�THERE��BUT�SHE�KEPT�ON�INSISTING��TELLING�ME�
IT�WAS�HER�FANTASY��AND�THAT�FROM�THE�AIRPORT�SHE�WANTED�TO�COME�WITH�ME�STRAIGHT�TO�
MY�HOTEL�IF�WE�FELT�OKAY�IN�EACH�OTHER�S�PRESENCE�
� )�GAVE�INTO�HER�AND�SHE�MET�ME��HOLDING�A�CARD�WITH�MY�NAME�AND�SMILING�
REALLY�BIG��3HE�WAS�TINY��MAYBE����v��AND�SHE�HE�WAS�DRESSED�LIKE�A�THIRTEEN�YEAROLD��
THOUGH�SHE�S����AND�MARRIED��3HE�HAD�A�CHILD�S�BACKPACK�ON�WITH�THESE�LITTLE�*APANESE�
BUTTONS�ALL�OVER�IT��A�PINK�JACKET�� JEANS�WITH�YELLOW�PATCHES�ON�THE�KNEES��AND�LITTLE�
PURPLE� SNEAKERS��(ER� FACE�WAS�PRETTY� �JUST� LIKE�HER�PICTURES� IN� THE� EMAILS	�BUT�HER�
TININESS� AND� THE� CHILDCLOTHING� MADE� ME� FEEL� FUNNY�� 7E� GOT� A� CAB�� 7E� SAT� IN� THE�
BACKSEAT��QUIET�AND�AWKWARD��)�DIDN�T�KNOW�IF�)�COULD�DO�IT��)T�WAS�TOO�STRANGE��"UT�
SHE�WAS�LOOKING�AT�ME�WITH�SUCH�ADORATION��SO�)�TOOK�HER�HAND�AND�AS�SOON�AS�WE�HELD�
HANDS�AND�SHE�SQUEEZED�MY�HAND�WITH�HAPPINESS�)�KNEW�)�COULD�MAKE�LOVE�TO�HER�
� 7E�WENT�RIGHT�TO�MY�ROOM��)�ASKED�ABOUT�HER�HUSBAND��3HE�TOLD�ME�IN�HER�E
MAILS�THAT�THEY�HAVE�AN�OPENMARRIAGE��BUT�)�STILL�FELT�WORRIED�ABOUT�IT��3O�MANY�OF�THE�
WOMEN�)�M�MEETING�HAVE�A�BOYFRIEND�OR�ARE�MARRIED��)T�S�LIKE�A�WEIRD�RUN�IN�CARDS�
� )�SAID�TO�+���h!RE�YOU�SURE�HE�DOESN�T�MIND�v
� h(E�DOESN�T�MIND�v�SHE�SAID��h!LL�HE�SAID�WAS�@)�JUST�DON�T�WANT�TO�HEAR�ABOUT�
DICK�SIZE��v
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� 4HIS�MADE�ME�LIKE�HER�HUSBAND�A�LOT��LIKE�HE�WAS�SOME�KIND�OF�BROTHER�OR�
SOMETHING�
� 7ELL��AFTER�THAT��RIGHT�AWAY�WE�WERE�IN�BED�AND�)�WAS�GLAD�THE�CLOTHING�HAD�
COME�OFF��3HE�WAS�TINY�BUT�IT�WAS�THE�BODY�OF�A�WOMAN��3HE�DIDN�T�WANT�ME�TO�GO�
DOWN�ON�HER��3HE�JUST�WANTED�ME�IN�HER�IMMEDIATELY��)�PUT�ON�A�CONDOM�AND�IT�WAS�A�
BRUTAL�FAST�LAY��)�APPRECIATED�THE�ANIMALNESS�OF�IT�THAT�WE�HAD�MET�AT�THE�AIRPORT���
MINUTES�BEFORE�AND�THEN�WE�WERE�IN�BED�COPULATING�
� 7E�LAY�THERE��HER�HEAD�ON�MY�CHEST��LIKE�WE�WERE�OLDTIME�LOVERS��AND�)�TRIED�
TO�GET�AT�WHY�SHE�WANTED�TO�DO�IT�WITH�ME�SO�BAD��AND�SHE�SAID��h4O�GET�THE�POWER�BACK��
7HEN�)�LIKE�AN�ARTIST��IT�S�LIKE�THEY�HAVE�POWER�OVER�ME��BUT�BY�SLEEPING�WITH�YOU�)�GET�
THE�POWER�BACK�AND�THEN�)�ALSO�TAKE�SOME�OF�YOUR�POWER��3O�NOW�)�M�EVEN�STRONGER�v
� 3HE�SAID�SHE�HAD�SLEPT�WITH�A�NUMBER�OF�LOCAL�MUSICIANS�THAT�SHE�WOULD�GET�
INFATUATED�WITH�AND�A�FEW�FAMOUS�ONES��TOO��3HE�WAS�VERY�MATTEROFFACT�ABOUT�IT�ALL��
%VEN�SAID�THAT�)�WAS�A�NOTCH�ON�HER�BELT��3HE�DRESSES�LIKE�A�CHILD�BUT�HAS�THIS�lERCE�
SOMEWHAT�LUNATIC��ADULT��QUASIMALE�SEXDRIVE�
� !FTER� THE� READING�� SHE�HAD� A�PARTY� FOR�ME� AT�HER�HOUSE��(ER�HUSBAND�WAS�
INCREDIBLY�NICE�BLACKGRAY�HAIR��GOODLOOKING��A� LITTLE�BIT�OLDER�THAN�ME��A�RUGGED�
FACE��THOUGH�A�BIT�FEY��!LL�THEIR�FRIENDS�WERE�SMOKING�POT�FROM�A�BONG�THAT�WAS�THIS�
LONG�GREEN�TUBE�COMING�OUT�OF�A�PLASTIC�TURTLE��BUT�)�DIDN�T�SMOKE��$IDN�T�FEEL�LIKE�IT��
4HE�HOUSE�WAS�lLLED�WITH�ODD�KNICKKNACKS�AND�WEIRD�ART��)�LIKED�THE�WHOLE�SCENE��
3OME�WONDERFUL�NERDY�BOY�WITH�BRIGHT�RED�HAIR�WAS�TALKING�TO�THIS�GIRL�AND�ME�ABOUT�
HIS�LOVE�OF�3AM�0ECKINPAH�AND�"OB�$YLAN��4HE�GIRL�HAD�AN�ENORMOUS�NOSE�AND�BIG�
GLASSES��3HE�WAS�ONLY����AND�GORGEOUS�IN�A�BRAINY��SECRET�SEXY�WAY�
� 4HEN� +�� WANTED� TO� LEAVE�� GO� BACK� TO� THE� HOTEL� WITH� ME� AND� DO� IT� AGAIN��
(ER� FRIENDS�DIDN�T� KNOW��4HEY� THOUGHT� SHE�WAS� JUST� ESCORTING�ME�HOME�� BEING� AN�
EXTRA�GRACIOUS�HOSTESS�TO�THE�VISITING�WRITER��3HE�CALLED�A�TAXI�AND�IT�GOT�THERE�FAST�AND�
HONKED��!S�WE�LEFT��HER�HUSBAND�GAVE�ME�THIS�GENTLE�KICK�IN�THE�ASS�AND�IT�WAS�THE�
MOST�AMAZING�THING��)�TURNED�AND�LOOKED�AT�HIM�AND�THERE�WAS�THIS�PARTBENEVOLENT��
PARTMISCHIEVOUS��AND�TINYPARTWOUNDED�LOOK�IN�HIS�EYE��)T�WAS�LIKE�HE�WAS�THE�FATHER�
OF�SOME�YOUNG�GIRL�)�WAS�DATING�AND�HE�WAS�KICKING�ME�IN�THE�ASS�AS�)�HEADED�OUT�THE�
DOOR�ON�A�DATE�WITH�HIS�DAUGHTER��LETTING�ME�KNOW�THAT�HE�KNEW�WHAT�)�WOULD�DO��
BUT�MANTOMAN�HE�WAS�OKAY�WITH�IT��EVEN�GOT�A�KICK�OUT�OF�IT��SO�TO�SPEAK��THOUGH�ON�
SOME�LEVEL��MAYBE�THE�TRUEST�LEVEL��IT�DID�PAIN�HIM��)T�IS�DElNITELY�ONE�OF�THE�ODDEST�
MOMENTS�OF�MY�LIFE�
� 4HEN�THEIR�DOG�SLIPPED�OUT�AS�WE�WERE�LEAVING��AND�SHE�WENT�CHASING�AFTER�IT��
AND�)�GOT�IN�THE�CAB�SO�IT�WOULDN�T�LEAVE��AND�)�WAS�LAUGHING�TO�MYSELF��THINKING�ABOUT�
THAT�KICK��HOW�STRANGE�AND�TENDER�AND�HUMAN�IT�WAS��AND�THE�TAXI�DRIVER��WHO�WAS�
)NDIAN�AND�POLITE��SAID��h7HAT�ARE�YOU�LAUGHING�ABOUT��SIR�v�AND�)�SAID��h,IFE�v�AND�HE�
SMILED�IN�THE�REARVIEW�MIRROR��4HEN�SHE�GOT�THE�DOG�BACK�INSIDE�AND�FROM�THE�FRONT�
DOOR��SHE�CALLED�OUT�TO�HER�HUSBAND��h)�LOVE�YOU�v�7E�GOT�BACK�TO�THE�HOTEL�AND�IT�WAS�
ANOTHER�BRUTAL�QUICK�ONE�AND�SHE�SEEMED�VERY�SATISlED�
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� 3HE�CALLED�ME�THIS�MORNING�AND�SAID�THAT�SHE�AND�HER�HUSBAND�STAYED�UP�TILL�
SIX�TALKING�ABOUT�EVERYTHING��3HE�TOLD�HIM�THAT�)�WAS�ROUGH�IN�BED��)�SAID��h7AS�THAT�
ALL�RIGHT�v
� h/H��YEAH�v�SHE�SAID��h)�VE�NEVER�HAD�IT�SO�ROUGH�BUT�)�LOVED�IT�v�)�WAS�SURPRISED�
TO�HEAR�THIS��)�DIDN�T�THINK�)�HAD�BEEN�TOO�ROUGH�AND�)�THOUGHT�OF�ALL�THE�MUSICIANS�SHE�
HAD�SLEPT�WITH�WEREN�T�ANY�OF�THEM�ROUGH�
� 4HEN�SHE�SAID�THAT�HER�HUSBAND�LIKED�HEARING�ABOUT�THE�ROUGHNESS��!CCORDING�
TO�HER��HE�HAD�SAID��WITH�ADMIRATION��h7HO�KNEW�THAT�UNDER�SUCH�A�QUIET�DEMEANOR�
HE�WOULD�BE�LIKE�THAT�v
� )�SORT�OF�FEEL�LIKE�)�LOVE�THEM��)�SHOULD�MOVE�IN�WITH�THEM��4HEY�COULD�PUT�ME�
IN�SOME�ROOM��LIKE�AN�ANIMAL��AND�JUST�TAKE�CARE�OF�ME��3AVE�ME��)�D�GIVE�THEM�ALL�MY�
MONEY�AND�)�WOULD�TELL�THEM�THEY�HAD�TO�WATCH�ME�LIKE�A�PRISONER�AND�IN�EXCHANGE�
THEY�COULD�OWN�ME�
� 7ELL��THE�BOOK�TOUR�IS�OVER��.OBOBY�WOULD�BELIEVE�THE�LIFE�)�LEAD��)�DON�T�BELIEVE�
IT��0LANE�IS�GOING�TO�LAND�SOON��7E�RE�HITTING�SOME�TURBULENCE�AND�)�FEEL�FRIGHTENED��)�
THINK�ABOUT�KILLING�MYSELF�A�LOT�AND�YET�)�DON�T�WANT�TO�DIE�IN�A�PLANE��)�GUESS�)�DON�T�
WANT�TO�DIE�AT�ALL�

4HE�%ND



0ING����0ONG

4HE�+ITE�-AKER�)

4HIS�KITE�IS�BIGGER�THAN�THE�mOOR
WIDER�THAN�THE�STREETS�)�CARRY�IT�THROUGH

DON�T�MOVE�TO�THE�3TATES��#ORMAC�SAYS��IT�LL�RUIN�YOU

A�LINE�BETWEEN�HERE�AND�THE�SKY
INTO�THE�RAINSTORM�INTO�THE�THUNDER

)�HAVE�MADE�AN�ATTIC�ROOM�INTO�BOXES
MY�KITE�IN�SHOES�AND�WOOL�SWEATERS
IN�MULBERRY�PAPER
IN�METERS�AND�METERS�OF�STRING

� A�CARP�SWIMMING�UPSTREAM
� ��SUCCESS

� PINE�AND�BAMBOO
� ��RESILIENCE

AS�BIG�AS�THE�SKY
PAINT�IT�ORANGE��PAINT�IT�GREEN

� IT�LL�RUIN�YOU

)�LET�IT�CRASH�INTO�THE�RIVER
)�LET�IT�mOAT�OUT�OF�MY�HANDS

KEEPING�THE�BAMBOO�LINES�TO�RETIE
INTO�A�mYING�CRANE�INTO�ANOTHER�CITY

THIS�TIME�A�BIRD
THIS�TIME�A�MOTH
THE�SKY�WILL�BE�BLUE�AND�WHITE

$/�3�"�&��-%3
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4HE�+ITE�-AKER�)6

)N�4OKYO�THEY�CALL�ME�THE�HONORABLE�FOREIGNER
IN�(ALIFAX��MY�HOMETOWN��THEY�SAY�SHE�S�FROM�AWAY

PATCH�ME�WORDS�THROUGH�A�TIN�CAN�STRING
SEND�ME�HYMNS�THROUGH�OAK�TREE�WIRES

THE�END�OF�THE�STRING���THE�HIGHEST�POINT�IN�THE�SKY

THESE�ARE�KITES�MY�GRANDFATHER�MADE�
3PANISH�RICE��THE�SCREENED�IN�PORCH
A�HOUSE�WITH����BEDS

BEDS�CRAMMED�INTO�THE�CEDAR�CLOSET
ROLLAWAYS�FOLDED�IN�UNDER�THE�STAIRS

OAK�TREE�BRANCHES���A�mIGHT�PATH

HE�S�IN�THE�KITCHEN�TELLING�MY�MOTHER
MAKE�SURE�SHE�KNOWS�SHE�CAN�ALWAYS�COME�HOME

LIGHT�OVER�THE�WINGSPAN�OF�A�RICE�PAPER�HAWK
BONES�IN�STRIPS�OF�BAMBOO

)�WOULD�ADD�ON�A�TAIL�TO�MAKE�IT�EASIER�TO�mY
BUT�GRANDPA�SAYS�THAT�KITE�NEEDS�TO�mY�ON�ITS�OWN

4HE�+ITE�-AKER�6

!�HAIKU�ALWAYS�HAS�A�BREAKING�WORD

A�KITE�IS�A�KIND�OF�DREAM

)�LL�TRADE�YOU�TWO�DRAWINGS�FOR�A�LEMON�LEAF

#ORMAC�IS�GETTING�MARRIED�TO�SOMEONE�ELSE

THE�SOUND�KAKU
CAN�MEAN�BOTH�TO�WRITE�AND�TO�PLOUGH
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DIFFERENT�CHARACTERS�BUT�THE�SAME�SOUND
SO�ONE�IS�IN�THE�OTHER�S�SHADOW

� 4RAVELING�ALL�MY�LIFE
� PLOUGHING�A�SMALL�lELD
� BACK�AND�FORTH

�"ASHO

PLUM�RAIN�MEANS�THE�RAINY�SEASON

BURNT�EVENING�MEANS�A�SPELL�THAT�BREAKS�AT�DAWN

)�LL�TOW�YOUR�CAR�OUT�OF�THE�DITCH�FOR�A�BEER

THE�WIND�IS�TOO�STRONG

THE�WIND�IS�NOT�STRONG�ENOUGH

!�"REAKING�7ORD

4HERE�S�THAT�PART
AFTER�"ASHO�WRITES
OLD�STILL�POND
OF�PRESSING�A�lNGERPRINT�INTO�WET�CLAY

THIS�WAS�WHEN�2IKYU
WAS�MAKING�TEA�BOWLS
IN�AN�ASH�KILN
LETTING�THE�lRE�BURN�THEIR�UNEVEN�GLAZE

)�M�PASSING�THROUGH�THREE�HUNDRED�YEARS
TRYING�TO�MEASURE�AND�MEASURE�AGAIN
WHAT�IS�A�POND
A�FROG
THAT�EMPTINESS

SOUND�OF�WATER�SAYS�(ASS
PLOP�SAYS�7ATTS
KERPLUNK�SAYS�'INSBERG
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THIS�IS�WHEN�NOTHING�BECAME�SOMETHING�

WHEN�2IKYU
WAS�CUTTING�DOWN�ALL�THE�mOWERS
THAT�lLLED�THE�TRESTLE
TO�PUT�ONE�SINGLE�STEM
IN�A�SMALL��CHUNKY�VASE

4RANSMISSION

&ROM�THE�DARKNESS�AND�THE�lREmIES��HE�CALLS�ME
MAPLESS��UNGUIDED��NIGHT�WALKER

COUNTING�LADY�BUG�SHELLS��DANDELION�SEEDS

)�PULL�NIGHTS�FROM�CLEAR�BLUE�DAY�TO�DARK�BLUE
TO�THAT�HEAVY�BLUE�WHEN�THERE�S�STILL�A�LITTLE�LIGHT�IN�THE�SKY
AND�THE�TREES�ARE�DARK�AGAINST�IT

DRAGONmY�TO�DRAGONmY
RIVER�FROG�TO�MULCH
PEONY�TO�PEONY
SNAP�PEA�TO�LILY
LILY�TO�AZALEA

)�AM�HIDING�IN�THOSE�TREES
ON�A�BRANCH�IN�THE�SWAY�WITH�THE�WIND
)�AM�NOT�HOLDING�ON�AS�MUCH�AS�BALANCING

HE�CALLS�ME�THE�NIGHT�TRAVELER
THE�ANGEL�BREATHER
HE�CALLS�ME�THE�ONE�WHO�HAS�NOT�COME�HOME
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"ONENKAI

4HE�KITE�WE�WERE�mYING�THIS�MORNING
IS�NOW�TANGLED�IN�A�MIDWINTER�TREE

MY�SOUL�IS�lLLED�WITH�SAUSAGES�AND�LAYER�CAKE
TV�SHOWS�AND�BREAKING�NEWS

A�BONENKAI�IS�A�PARTY�TO�FORGET�THE�YEAR
THAT�S�A�LOT�OF�DRINKING�HE�SAYS

WISH�)�D�DRANK�THE�WHISKEY�STRAIGHT
WISH�)�COULD�MAKE�OUR�BODIES�LIKE�A�SAIL
THREADBARE�AND�SUNBURNT

THE�WARRIOR�PAINTED�ACROSS�OUR�KITE
IS�LOOKING�OUT
SOMEWHERE�BETWEEN�BRAVE�AND�DEFEATED

PUT�YOUR�ASS�ON�THE�TABLE�HE�SAYS

TO�MEAN�SHOW�YOUR�CARDS
PLAY�THE�GAME
MEET�MY�EYES

THE�KITE�DIVED�LOW�AND�CAUGHT�ON�A�BRANCH
)�TRIED�TO�GUIDE�IT�AWAY
BUT�THERE�WERE�OTHER�BRANCHES�AND�THEN�THE�WIND
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.IGHT

,ULLABY��GOING�TO�DIE��CAN�T

EXPLAIN�A�THING��FORGETS�WHAT�IT�TASTES

LIKE��THINK�OF�SMOKE��HISTORY��LIGHT�RAIN

COVERS�A�lELD��PRAYER�COVERS�A�STREET�

THINK�OF�(EAVEN��REMEMBER�TO�SPELL�THAT

CORRECTLY	��KEEP�GOING�FOR�A�DAY�OR�A�WEEK�OR

TWENTYlVE�YEARS�

�WHAT�DO�YOU

�THINK�IT�IS�

�WHAT

�DO�YOU

�THINK

�$)-�*"�&��-�
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-ETAMORPHOSIS�\�6LADIMIR�+USH



0ING����0ONG

-USIC�OF�THE�7OODS�\�6LADIMIR�+USH
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#URRENT�\�6LADIMIR�+USH
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"OOK�OF�"OOKS�\�6LADIMIR�+USH
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$EPARTURE�OF�THE�7INGED�3HIP�\�6LADIMIR�+USH
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"REECH�\�6LADIMIR�+USH
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0RODUCTIVE�3UFlX

AT�NIGHT
CONVERGENCE

WHAT�DOESN�T
CONTINUE�TO�DRAIN

TIRADE
OF�WATER

IS�ANYWHERE�A�SENSE�OF
MORE�THAN�RIGHT�HERE

lXED�DIMNESS

THE�PROBLEM�OF
APPEARANCE

IS�WAS�I�EVER

TRAINED�TO
LIVE�IN�PLACES

��FL@GFQ�"9OD=Q
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CRAVING
PROOF

� � � PAST
� � � PRESENT
TENSE

AM
I

TO
REMEMBER

� � ALWAYS
� � MISSING

LETTERS
DON�T

� � SPELL
� � NAMES
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TO�WHAT�END
WIND

� INSISTS
� � FUTURE
� � PERFECT

WILL
A�SEARCH
SAY
WHERE�WAS
WAS

� MAIL��
� FORGETFULNESS
� KEEP

� STEERING�ME
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IN�AS�MUCH�AS
REMEMBRANCE

� � IS�ANY�SKY

� THE�DIN
� OF�OMISSION

� � IRREPARABLE�ECHO

LOUD
THE�RAIN

� � � WITH�WANTING

PROMENADE
OF�WATER

� � WIRING

� � TOGETHER

� � � A�BORDER�OF�US
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WHAT
DISTANCES
DON�T
GATHER

� UNSETTLED
� NEARNESS

� � � � BENDING�OVER
� � � � BACKWARDS
� � � � A�HOW�TO

BROCADES
OF
WATER

HERE�IS�NOT
MUCH�TO�SHOW�FOR
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� � � VIEW�OUT
� � � OVER

A�PRIOR
STATE

� � � I�THINK�I�CAN
� � � REMEMBER
� � � SEEING

FAIRLY�OFTEN
ENOUGH

� � � WHEN�WAS
� � � ANYWHERE
� � � NOT�FOREIGN
� � � LANGUAGE

SOMETHING�ABOUT
� UNmINCHINGLY

DISPERSED
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� EVER�THE�FURTIVE
� ZONES

BIRDS�EAT
BIRDS

� � I�CLIMB
� � BACK

TO�MEMORIES
IN�FOUNTAINS

MASQUERADE
OF�WATER

� � � WHAT�LITTLE
� � � PERCENTAGE
� � � OF�US

IS�MORE�THAN�HOLES�
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� � ALL�THAT
� � IN�SHAPE
� � COMES
TO�BE�US

CIVILITY�AND�SUCH

� INTIMATE
� DRAINAGE

� � � I�THINK�I�AM
� � � A�MAN�I�AM
� � � PICTURING

IN�DETOURS

GETTING�AWAY�FROM�WHERE
)�WILL�PROBABLY�HAVE�TO
GO�BACK�TO�BEING
ANY�WHICH�WAY
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PITCH
PERFECT

� � � ECLIPSE

FAR�IS
THE�EYE

� � CAN�BREECH

THE�PAIN
OF�lCTION

� � � PAST�MAPS

� � � PAST�PARALLEL
� � � LONGING

INSIST

� A�LETTING
� IN�OF�SHADOW
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LAPSE
KEEPS

� � SEWN�IN
� � ABSENCE

CIRCLING�BACK

� � WHY�THE
� � WANT
� � TO�lLL

� � IN�CONTINUED
� � SINKHOLE

THE�BODY
GAINS

� PLAIN�OLD
NOWHERE
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TREMBLING
IMPLICATION

� � AN
� � US�IN
� � MARGINS

DEAR�DAUGHTER�OF
NOTHING�BEING
DREAMED�lTS�US

� � MOVE
� � lGURED
� � GROUND

� INTO

WHAT
RESIDUE
TO�CLAIM
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SPACE�OF
PARADISE

EMPTIES�US
OUT�IN�WRECKS

� � � EXASPERATE
� � � THE�SINGULAR

COLLAPSIBLE
mESH

� � TO�THIS�DAY

� � INTERMITTENT
� � GULPS

SHAPE
INTO�ANOTHER

� � A�BIT�OF�MISSING
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,A�0ERLE�QUI�3TRUCTURE�LES�0LANS�DE�TA�0ROPRE�6ISION�\�*EAN.OEL�#HAZELLE
-ARY�AND�"OB�$ECELLES�#OLLECTION����� �����!CRYLIC�ON�!CRYLIC
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,�OEIL�DU�3ERPENT��LE�#ORPS�)NVISIBLE�\�*EAN.OEL�#HAZELLE
-ARY�AND�"OB�$ECELLES�#OLLECTION����� �����!CRYLIC�ON�!CRYLIC
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4RANSLATIONS�BY�*AMES�'RAHAM

7HO�!RE�9OU�!NYWAY�
FROM�.EO9ORKINO��4HE�.EW�9ORK�3TORIES�

!�0OLACO�-AlOSO��FOR�STARTERSx�

)�HAD�BEEN�GOING�TO�THE�BODEGA�ON�-YRTLE�!VENUE�FOR�SEVERAL�MONTHS�AND�THEY�HAD�
BEEN�KIND�ENOUGH�TO�GIVE�ME�CREDIT�WHEN�THINGS�GOT�TIGHT�SOMETHING�THAT�HAPPENS�

EVERY�FEW�WEEKS�AND�WHERE�WE�TRIED�TO�UNDERSTAND�EACH�OTHER�DESPITE�THE�BARRIER�OF�
A� SHARED� LANGUAGE��4HEY� WERE� $OMINICANS�� CARDCARRYING� MEMBERS� OF� THE� 3PANISH�
BROTHERHOOD��)�HAD�GIVEN�UP�TRYING�TO�UNDERSTAND�THE�CRAZY�BURSTS�OF�ENTHUSIASM�THEY�
TRICKED�INTO�LANGUAGE��SYNCOPATED�IMPROVISATIONS�THAT�JUMPED�ALL�OVER�THE�#ASTILIAN�
TONGUE�LIKE�IT�WAS�A�TRAMPOLINE��&OR�MY�PART�)�WENT�TO�SCHOOL�IN�%NGLAND�AND�HAVE�
LIVED�AROUND�FOR�A�FEW�YEARS��SO�MY�3PANISH�SOMETIMES�ARRIVES�IN�BAGGAGE�WITH�BRIGHT�
STICKERS� FROM� FAR� AWAY� CITIES� ON� IT��7E� ENDED� UP� SPEAKING� A� LANGUAGE� OF� OUR� OWN�
INVENTION��3PANISH�AND�%NGLISH�AND�lFTEEN�DOLLARS�CREDIT�FOR�THREE�DAYS�UNTIL�THE�CHECK�
CLEARED��WHICH�ISN�T�TOO�DIFlCULT�TO�UNDERSTAND��ALTHOUGH�)�HAD�TO�MAKE�IT�CLEAR�THAT�A�
STEADY�STREAM�OF�CIGARETTES�WAS�PART�OF�THE�BARGAIN��WITHOUT�DEDUCTING�FROM�THE�TOTAL�
AMOUNT�OF�CREDIT���"ECAUSE�)�AM��AFTER�ALL��A�%UROPEAN�	�4HIS�WAS�MORE�THAN�MOST�OF�
THEIR�CLIENTS�DEMANDED��WHEN�THEY�MANAGED�THE�COURAGE�OR�BELLIGERENCE�)�HAD�SEEN�
THE�TRICK�PULLED�OFF�WITH�REAL�SKILL�TO�BEG�A�SMALL�SUPPLY�OF�ARTICLES�IN�ADVANCE��!ND�
THEY�PUT�UP�WITH�MY�DEMANDS��)�M�NOT�SURE�WHY�
� h3O�WHAT�S� IT�GOING�TO�BE� THIS� TIME��GÓERO��7HAT�ARE�YOU�HUNGRY� FOR�NOW��
(OW�MUCH�MONEY�DO�YOU�NEED�v
� 4HE�TRUTH�WAS�THAT�)�WAS�HAVING�A�HARD�TIME�COMING�UP�WITH�THE�MONEY�TO�
PAY�WHAT�)�ALREADY�OWED�THEM�FROM�BEFORE��)�COULD�SEE�THAT�IT�WAS�BEGINNING�TO�WEAR��
THEY�GAVE�ME�THE�EVIL�EYE�WHEN�)�WENT�STRAIGHT�TO�THE�BACK�OF�THE�STORE�AND�STARTED�
PICKING�THINGS�OUT�WITHOUT�TALKING�TO�THEM�lRST��$ID�)�WIN�THE�LOTTERY��)F�)�HAD�)�WASN�T�
WHISTLING�OUT�LOUD�ABOUT�IT�
� )�D�GOTTEN�TO�KNOW�MOST�OF�THE�FAMILY�FOURTEEN�BOYS�IN�ALL��THREE�SISTERS��A�
STEADY�SUPPLY�OF�MOUSEEYED�KITTENS��NO�PARENTS�THAT�)�EVER�SAW�THEY�MUST�HAVE�BEEN�
BUSY�AT�HOME��4HE�PROPRIETORS��THE�OLDEST�SONS�IN�THEIR�TWENTIES�AND�EARLY�THIRTIES��KNEW�
ALMOST�NOTHING�ABOUT�ME�EXCEPT�THAT�)�WAS�A�REGULAR��THEY�TRUSTED�ME�IN�THE�SHORT�RUN��
)�ASSUMED�THEY�KNEW�)�WAS�3PANISH��THOUGH�3PAIN��APART�FROM�ITS�SYMBOLIC�PROSPECTS��
WAS�AS�FAR�AWAY�AS�#ALCUTTA�OR�THE�3OVIET�5NION��3TILL�)�WAS�TAKEN�BACK�WHEN�THE�OLDEST�
BROTHER�LEANED�OVER�THE�COUNTER�AND�BARKED�AT�ME�IN�THE�#HA#HA#HA�#ASTILIAN�OF�THE�
#OSMIC�2ACE��h$ON�T�LIE�AND�DON�T�MAKE�ME�WAIT�TO�GET�MY�MONEY��/K�0OLACO�v�4HE�
OLDEST�ONE�COULD�BE�KIND�OF�HARD�AT�TIMES�IN�A�PLEASANTLY�IRRITATING�SORT�OF�WAY�

-=N=JG�$G9IMAF�!J9F9<GK�
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� h7HAT�S�THIS�WITH�THE�@0OLACO��v
� h7HAT�S�THE�MATTER�WITH�YOU��ANYWAY�v�THE�OLDER�BROTHER�ASKED�
� h.O�SOY�0OLACO�v
� h9OU�RE�NOT�A�0OLACK�v
� h7HADDYA�THINK�v
� h9OU�RE�NOT�!MERICAN�v
� h#ERTO�� AMICO��&OR� SURE� �� �� �� BUT�MAYBE� )� SHOULD�HAVE�BEEN�BORN�HERE�v� )�
WANTED�TO�SHOW�)�COULD�HOLD�MY�OWN�
� ,IKE�A�CARD�PLAYER�DROPPING�HIS�TRUMP��HE�GAVE�ME�A�LOOK�THAT�MEANT�HE�HAD�
ME�� h!MERICANS� DON�T� SPEAK� 3PANISH�v� (E� WAS� SURE� HE�D� WON� THE� DEBATE� WITH� THAT�
UNASSAILABLE�TRUTH�
� h0OLACKS�DO�v�)�ASKED�
� h3OME�v
� h3OME�WHO�v
� h4HE�LOST�ONES�WHO�COME�IN�STORES�LIKE�THIS�v
� h"UT�HOW�DO�YOU�KNOW�THEY�RE�0OLACKS�v
� h)�CAN�HEAR�THEM�TALKING�AMONG�THEMSELVESxv�7HAT�FOLLOWED�WAS�A�BRIEF�AND�
NO�DOUBT�SUPERlCIAL�TOUR�OF�THE�LINGUISTIC�BEAUTIES�OF�THAT�DIFlCULT�LANGUAGE��CLICKING�
C��W��S��AND�CZS�PILING�UP�LIKE�ACROBATS�ON�THE�BACK�OF�A�TESTY�ELEPHANT�
� h"UT�WHY�DO�THEY�DO�IT�v�)�ASKED��ENCHANTED�
� h3O�THE�2USSIANS�WON�T�KNOW�THEY�RE�0OLISHxv
� h4HE�2USSIANS�v
� h4HE�2USSIANS�AND�EVERYONE�ELSE�WHO�HATES�THEMxv
� h!ND�YOU�THINK�)�M�0OLISH��EVEN�THOUGH�YOU�VE�NEVER�HEARD�ME�SPEAK�IT�v
� h7HY�NOT�v
� h$O�)�LOOK�IT�v
� h/F�COURSE�YOU�DO��7HY�DO�YOU�THINK�)�SAID�IT�v
� )�CONFESS�)�WAS�A�BIT�ASTONISHED��4HERE�SEEMED�NO�WAY�OUT�OF�THE�LABYRINTH��
MY�IDENTITY�HAD�BECOME�A�MYSTERY��A�CONJECTURE��)�GRABBED�THE�PACK�OF�CIGARETTES�AND�
STARTED� TO� LEAVE� THE� STORE�WHEN� )�NOTICED� THAT� THE� STOCK�BOYS�WERE�HANGING�AROUND�
LISTENING�TO�OUR�CONVERSATION�WITH�A�FEW�OF�THEIR�PALS�
� h3O��MUCHACHOS��WHAT�DO�YOU�THINK�)�AM�v�)�ASKED�THEM�IN�3PANISH�
� 4HEY�SMILED�BIG�GUILTY�SMILES�AND�KEPT�STARING�AT�THE�mOOR�AS�IF�THEY�HADN�T�
HEARD�A�WORD��4HE�STOCKBOYS�WERE�-EXICAN�AND�THE�OTHERS�WERE�A�RAGTAG�BUNCH�OF�
'UATEMALANS��0OBLANOS�AND�$OMINICANS�FROM�THE�#ARIBBEAN�DIASPORA�
� h7ELL��YOU�RE�NOT�WHO�YOU�SAY�YOU�ARE��THAT�S�FOR�SURE�v�ONE�OF�THEM�MUMBLED�
WHILE�COMBING�THE�mOOR�FOR�COCKROACHES�
� h!HHA�v
� h9OU�SEE�)�TOLD�YOU�v�THE�OWNER�PUT�IN��4HERE�WAS�A�MURMUR�OF�VOICES�
� @-AYBE�YOU�ARE�A�3PANIARD�LIKE�YOU�SAY�v
� h0ROBABLY�A�'ERMAN�v
� h9OU�COULD�BE�A�2USSIAN�v
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� h/R�MARIC�N�v�ONE�IN�THE�CROWD�SNICKERED�
� h/F�COURSE��OF�COURSE�v�)�SAID��CRACKING�UP�FROM�THE�ABSURDITY�OF�IT�ALL��h/R�)�
COULD�BE�#RISTOBAL�#OLON�v
� h7HO�S� THAT�v� THE� YOUNGEST� STOCK� BOY� ASKED� WITH� AN� INNOCENT� FACE� )� WAS�
SIMPLY�TOO�OLD�TO�BELIEVE�
� h!�MAN�WHO�LL�NEVER�GET�CREDIT�AROUND�HERE�v
� 4HE�BROTHER�WAS�INFURIATED��h9OU�GET�PLENTY�CREDIT��MAlOSO��.O�COMPLAIN�v
� h/K��/K�v
� h!ND�STOP�IT��)F�YOU�RE�NOT�0OLACO��THEN�WHO�ARE�YOU�v
� h/F�COURSE�)�COULD�BE�%INSTEIN�OR�"RECHT��OR�ANYONE�YOU�LIKE�v�4HIS�WAS�WAY�
OVER�THEIR�HEADS�
� h-ARLEEN�-ONROW�v
� h"UT� WHY� NOT� #OLON�v� )� WAS� BEGGING�h/H�� YOU�RE� SOMEBODY� ALRIGHT�� BUT�
YOU�RE�NOT�AS�BAD�AS�HE�WAS�v�/CTAVIO�THE�-EXICAN�PUT�IN��9OU�COULD�TELL�HE�HAD�BEEN�
LISTENING��4HOSE�LAZY�EYES�THAT�mICKERED�AROUND�THE�ROOM�WERE�JUST�CAMOUmAGE�
� h3TOP�IT��)F�YOU�RE�NOT�0OLACO��THEN�WHAT�ARE�YOU�v
� h7HAT�AM�)��v�)�LEANED�AGAINST�THE�COUNTER��FAKING�IT�
� h9OU�RE�A�0OLACK��)�TOLD�YOU�BEFORE�v�4HE�OWNER�NEARLY�TORE�OFF�MY�EAR�WITH�
THAT�ONE�
� h7ELL�WHY�NOT�v
� h7HADDYA�MEAN��WHY�NOT��9OU�ARE�WHO�YOU�ARE�v
� h!M�)��7HO�S�THAT�v

� /N�ANOTHER�VISIT�IT�WENT�LIKE�THIS�
� h3O�YOU�RE�A�2USSIAN�v
� h!�2USSIAN��(OW�AM�)�A�2USSIAN�v
� h,OOK�AT�YOU�v
� h)�AM��(OW�CAN�)�BE��,AST�TIME�)�WAS���v
� h9OU�EITHER�ARE�OR�YOU�AREN�T�v
� h7ELL��)�AIN�T�v
� h$ON�T�TALK�LIKE�THAT��9OU�RE�NOT�!MERICAN��AND�YOU�DON�T�EVEN�SAY�IT�RIGHT�v
� h$ON�T�SAY�WHAT�RIGHT�v
� h!YEEN�Tv�HE�MOCKED�ME�
� h!IN�T�LIKE�THAT�MAYBE�WHERE�YOU�COME�FROM��h�)�SAID�AND�LAUGHED�
� h.O�WHERE�YOU�COME�FROM��WHEREVER�THAT�IS�v�!S�SERIOUS�AS�EVER�
� 7E�COULD�HAVE�GONE�ON�LIKE�THAT� FOR�HOURS��"UT�)�HAD�TO�SHOVE�OFF� FROM�%LLIS�
)SLAND��WHERE�)�GOT�COFFEE��CIGARETTES�AND�A�COUPLE�OF�SPARE�IDENTITIES��GOOD�FOR�FUTURE�USE�
� !ND�BLESS�THEM��THEY�NEVER�ASKED�ME�FOR�MY�)$�

� 4HERE� ARE� APPROXIMATELY� ���� STATUES� OF�#OLUMBUS� IN�.EW�9ORK�#ITY�� NOT� TO�
MENTION�THE�STREETS�AND�BUILDINGS�NAMED�AFTER�HIM��)T�STRUCK�ME�AFTER�A�SHORT�WHILE�THAT�
.EW�9ORKERS�BELIEVE��AGAINST�ALL�THE�EVIDENCE��THAT�#OLUMBUS�DISCOVERED�.EW�9ORK��THAT�HE�
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RETIRED�HERE�AFTER�HIS�VOYAGES��BOUGHT�A�CONDO�ON�THE�5PPER�7EST�3IDE��AND�SETTLED�DOWN�
TO�WRITE�HIS�MEMOIRS��)�DECIDED�TO�DO�MY�BIT�TO�EDUCATE�THE�NATIVES��)T�WAS�A�MISTAKE�
� /F�THE�WELLKNOWN�STATUES�IN�-ANHATTAN��THE�TWO�MOST�FAMOUS�ARE�NEAR�OR�
IN�#ENTRAL�0ARK��/NE� IS� LOCATED� IN� THE�CENTER�OF�#OLUMBUS�#IRCLE� AND�WAS� FOR�MY�
PURPOSES�� OF� NO� USE�� )T� IS� IN� THE� MIDDLE� OF� TRAFlC� AND� )� WOULD� HAVE� HAD� TO� DODGE�
LOST�MOTORISTS�AND�PETULANT�CABBIES�ALL�DAY�LONG��PLUS�THERE�WAS�A�TROUBLEMAKER�IN�A�
NEARBY�APARTMENT�TOWER�WHO�WAS�RAINING�DOWN�WATER�BALLOONS�EVERY�SO�OFTEN��)�TOOK�
UP�RESIDENCE�IN�FRONT�OF�THE�#OLUMBUS�STATUE�AT�THE�ENTRANCE�TO�THE�-ALL��THE�GRAND�
PEDESTRIAN�WALKWAY� IN� THE�PARK� THAT� LEADS� TO�"ETHESDA�&OUNTAIN�� )T�WAS�A�PERFECTLY�
LOVELY� LOCATION�� )� PRESSED� THE� 3PANISH� %MBASSY� INTO� CONTRIBUTING� THE� MONEY� FOR� A�
COSTUME��MEMORIZED�A�FEW�OF�#OLUMBUS�S�LONG�LETTERS�TO�&ERDINAND�AND�)SABELLA��AND�
PASSED�A�FEW�AFTERNOONS�PRETENDING�TO�BE�SOMEONE�ELSE�
� )N�RETURN�)�RECEIVED�NOTHING�BUT�ABUSE��WHICH�CAME�IN�TWO�DISTINCT�FORMS��/NE�
CAME� FROM�BOTH� RESIDENTS� AND�VISITORS� TO� THE� CITY�WHO� INSISTED� )�HAD�MY� FACTS�WRONG��
#OLUMBUS� WAS� NOT� 3PANISH�� (E� WAS� )TALIAN��4URKISH�� 'REEK�� 0ORTUGUESE�� ,EBANESE� OR�
!USTRALIAN�BUT�HE�WAS�NOT�3PANISH��4HEY�WERE�THE�ONES�WHO�PUT�UP�THE�MONEY�FOR�THE�
TRIP��THAT�S�ALL��AND�ONLY�AFTER�MAKING�HIM�WAIT�FOR�YEARS�AND�YEARS�BECAUSE�THEY�COULD�NOT�
BRING�THEMSELVES�TO�TRUST�AN�OUTSIDER��7ASN�T�IT�GLARINGLY�OBVIOUS�
� 4HE� OTHER� PROTEST� AGAINST� MY� PRESENCE� CAME� FROM� THOSE� WHO� DID� NOT� SHARE�
MY�ENTHUSIASM�FOR�#OLUMBUS�S�DISCOVERIES��-Y�IMPERSONATIONS�WERE�TIMED�FOR�THE�FOUR�
HUNDREDTH�ANNIVERSARY�OF�##�S�ARRIVAL��AND�EVERYONE�NATURALLY�HAD�AN�OPINION�ABOUT�THE�
MAN�AND�HIS�WORKS��4HOSE�WHO�KNEW�LITTLE�HELD�FAST�TO�THE�BELIEF�THAT�HE�WAS�NOTHING�MORE�
THAN�A�COLONIALIST�WHO�LEFT�TERROR��SLAVERY�AND�OPPRESSION�IN�HIS�WAKE��(E�WAS�THE�MOST�EVIL�
MAN�OF�ALL�TIMES��)�ATTEMPTED�TO�ENGAGE�IN�RATIONAL�DISCOURSE�WITH�THE�AGITATORS�WHO�BEGAN�
TO�GATHER�AT�THE�BASE�OF�THE�STATUE��TRYING�TO�PRESENT�A�DIFFERENT�POINT�OF�VIEW��TO�SEPARATE�
CAUSE�FROM�EFFECT��BUT�IT�WAS�HOPELESS��)�SOON�HAD�A�MOTLEY�PARTY�OF�!MERICAN�)NDIANS��OR�
SO�THEY�CLAIMED	�FROM�*ACKSON�(EIGHTS��IN�FULL�REGALIA��SURROUNDING�THE�STATUE��HANDING�OUT�
mIERS�AND�BEATING�ON�DRUMS�WHENEVER�)�TRIED�TO�RECITE�ONE�OF�THE�LETTERS�)�HAD�TAKEN�SUCH�
PAINS�TO�MEMORIZE�
� &ORTUNATELY�)�WAS�ADOPTED�BY�VARIOUS�)TALIAN�!MERICAN�CIVIC�GROUPS��WHO�INVITED�
ME�TO�SPEAK�AT�THEIR�DINNERS�AND�OTHER�FESTIVE�OCCASIONS��4HE�FOOD�WAS�QUITE�GOOD�AND�)�
EVEN�MADE�THE�ACQUAINTANCE�OF�A�WOMAN�WHO�LATER�BECAME�A�GIRLFRIEND��.EVERTHELESS��)�WAS�
UNDER�STRICT�ORDERS�TO�REMAIN�SILENT�WHENEVER�THE�ISSUE�OF�#OLUMBUS�S�NATIONALITY�CAME�UP��
(E�WAS��MY�HOSTS�SAID��WITHOUT�DOUBT��)TALIAN��FROM�'ENOA��WHICH��WHILE�)�CONFESS�THAT�IT�
IS�WIDELY�BELIEVED��IS�EASILY�DISPROVED��)�DID�MY�BEST�
� h)�AM�A�3PANIARD��OF�MODEST�DESCENT��A�SON�OF�#ASTILE���v
� )�LEFT�THE�LAST�DINNER�UNDER�A�HAIL�OF�RIPE�TOMATOES��AND�WAS�ADVISED�TO�STAY�AWAY�
FROM�#OLUMBUS�STATUES�� SQUARES��CIRCLES�AND�BOULEVARDS� IF� )�WANTED�TO�CONTINUE�TO� LIVE�
HAPPILY�EVER�AFTER�IN�.EW�9ORK��)�DECIDED�TO�FOLLOW�THE�MAN�S�ADVICE�HE�HAD�ME�UP�AGAINST�
A�WALL��WITH�HIS�HAND�AROUND�MY�NECK�FOR�#OLUMBUS�S�SAKE��IF�NOT�MY�OWN�

4HE�%ND
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7AKING�5P�AND�&ALLING�$OWN�IN�"ROOKLYN
FROM�.EO9ORKINO��4HE�.EW�9ORK�3TORIES

"EAUTIFUL� TO�WAKE�UP� IN�"ROOKLYN��BEAUTIFUL� TO� STUMBLE� INTO�CONSCIOUSNESS� AMID�
INDIFFERENT�ACCOMMODATIONS�LACKING�THE�FASTIDIOUS�COLLECTION�OF�PERSONAL�OBJECTS�

CAREFULLY�ARRANGED�NEARBY��BEAUTIFUL�TO�BE�DISORIENTED��TO�lND�MYSELF�IN�ANY�BED�NOT�
MY� OWN�� VIEW� OUT� A� DIFFERENT� WINDOW� MIRACULOUS� �CEMENT� WALL�� ALLEY�� VACANT� LOT	��
SHEETS�WITH� STRANGE�PATTERNS�ON� THEM�� STAINS� FROM�OTHER�PARTIES�� A�DIFFERENT� CEILING��
DIFFERENT�COMPANY�
� �"EAUTIFUL�TO�WAKE�UP�IN�"ROOKLYN�WHICH�)�BELIEVE�IS�AN�)NDIAN�NAME��OR�
PERHAPS�A�$UTCH�VERSION�OF�AN�)NDIAN�NAME��ALTHOUGH�)�HAVE�HEARD�)TALIANS�IN�.APLES�
CALL�IT�"REUKLINUx	
� ,IKE�EVERYONE�ELSE�)�SLEEP�IN�THE�5NIVERSAL�"ED��WHERE�ALL�LIE�DOWN�AND�DRIFT�
ON�INTERCONTINENTAL�mIGHTS�OF�BRIEF�DURATION�
� )�PASSED�OUT�LAST�NIGHT�ON�THE�COUCH�IN�THE�LITTLE�APARTMENT�ON�-YRTLE�!VENUE��
ON�THE�GROUND�mOOR��FULLY�CLOTHED��A�NEWSPAPER�COVERING�MY�FACE��A�BOOK�FALLEN�TO�THE�
mOOR�BESIDE�ME�
� )�DON�T�REMEMBER�MY�DREAMS�BUT�)�REMEMBER�WAKING�UP�
� )T�IS�HARDLY�UNUSUAL�TO�DREAM�OF�MAKING�LOVE�TO�THE�ENTIRE�NEIGHBORHOOD��)�
MEAN�THE�VARIOUS�INDIVIDUALS�YOU�RE�ATTRACTED�TO��STRANGERS�AND�FRIENDS�AT�CLOSE�QUARTERS��
%VERYONE�DOES�IT�AS�A�KIND�OF�REVENGE�UPON�THE�OVERORGANIZED�WORLD�AND�ITS�EMPTY�
SHELL��mEETING�TEMPTATIONS�ACTING�THEMSELVES�OUT�THROUGH�YOU��3TILL��DREAMS�DON�T�REALLY�
MATTER��BUT�LIVING�
� )F�)�TRY�TO�TELL�YOU�HOW�)�WOKE�UP�)�D�SAY�)�FELT�INTENSELY�BRIGHT��AS�IF�WITHOUT�
MOVING�)�WERE�THE�CENTER�OF�MOVEMENT��A�GYRE�TOSSED�ABSENTMINDEDLY�ONTO�THE�mOOR��)�
WAS�IN�THE�MIDDLE�OF�SOMETHING��)�DON�T�KNOW�WHAT��)�WAS�NOWHERE�NEAR�MY�OWN�BED�
AND�THAT�WAS�ENOUGH��&LOATING�IN�A�FAROFF�REGION�THE�SOLITARY�CANNOT�ENTER��)�ROSE�UP�
SKYSCRAPERS�ON�SUPERSENSIBLE�ELEVATORS�READY�TO�FALL�THROUGH�THE�WHOOSH�OF�AN�OPEN�
DOOR�AND�PERISH�IN�THE�VOID�
� 7HOSE�BED�AM�)�IN�NOW��)T�IS�DARK�AND�THERE�ARE�VOICES�ALL�AROUND�ME��)�KNOW�
)� SET� NOTHING� IN� MOTION�� AND� YET� EVERYTHING� HAPPENS� AROUND� ME�� IN� THE� CENTER� OF�
LIFE�THE�CAROLING�CRY�OF�SOMEONE�ELSE�S�ECSTASY�IS�OPENING�LIKE�A�mOWER�WHERE�)�LIE�IN�A�
RADIANT�STUPOR��MY�ARMS�AND�LEGS�OVERmOWING�THE�ENDS�OF�THE�COUCH�
� /NE�EYE�HALFOPENED��)�TRIED�TO�REMEMBER�WITH�WHOM�)�HAD�GONE�TO�BED��NO�
ONE��SO�FAR�AS�)�COULD�REMEMBER��4HE�SOUNDS�BEGAN�TO�TAKE�ON�SHAPE�AND�INmECTIONS�
� 4HEY�WERE�CLOSE�BY��VERY�CLEAR�AND�INSISTENT��)�HAD�TO�DO�SOMETHING�TO�lND�
OUT��BUT�WHAT��)F�IT�S�AN�ILLUSION��)�DON�T�WANT�TO�DESTROY�IT�������)�LAY�THERE�COUNTING�
MY�CHANCES�WHICH�NUMBERED�THREE�AND�FOLDED�NEATLY�BACK�IN�ON�THEMSELVES��(OW�TO�
EXPLAIN�THIS�FABULOUS�HARMONIUM�OF�SEXUAL�HEAT�ALL�AROUND�ME��)�HAD�NO�IDEA��"UT�)�
WASN�T�THINKING��)�HAD�BECOME�AN�ENORMOUS�EAR��!�WOMAN�SCREAMED��3HOULD�)�RESCUE�
HER��)�LAY�AS�STILL�AS�A�MAN�PINNED�TO�THE�BOTTOM�OF�THE�SEA�
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� 4HE�VOICES�LEFT�NO�DOUBT�NOW��TWO�WOMEN�WERE�SINGING�MINIATURE�ARIAS�OF
UNTEMPERED�BLISS�WHILE� AN� EQUAL�NUMBER�OF�MEN�BANGED� THE�ORCHESTRAL�PERCUSSION�
WITH�SLOW�UNWAVERING�BEATS��PLAYING�QUIETLY�AT�lRST��LIKE�FOG�IN�HEAVY�RUBBER�BOOTS��
4HEY�INCREASED�THE�TEMPO�DEPENDING�ON�THE�INTENSITY�OF�THE�ARIA��%VERYTHING�BEGAN�
TO�BUILD��TO�RISE�UP�
� 0ERHAPS�)�WAS�BEING�REBORN�IN�$ANTE�S�0ARADISO��AS�SCORED�BY�,IGETI��4HAT�
WOULD�BE�TREMENDOUS��AND�KIND�BUT�EVEN�IN�THE�MIDDLE�OF�MY�DREAM�)�DOUBTED�
IT�A�LITTLE�
� %VERYWHERE�AROUND�ME��IN�THE�APARTMENTS�ABOVE�AND�BELOW��PEOPLE�WERE�WAKING�
UP��4HE�ORCHESTRA�WAS�GOING�FULL�FORCE��BITING�AND�SCREAMING�AND�LAYING�SKIN�AGAINST�SKIN��
)�WAS�RIDING�THE�RUDE�INSTANT�OF�MY�BIRTH��THAT�IS�TO�SAY�MY�CONCEPTION��THE�MOMENT�)�
ENTERED�THE�WORLD��SWIMMING�IN�THE�PHYSICAL�CURRENT�OF�MY�AWAKENING�IN�STEREO�
� 4HE�PLEASURES�OF�SEX�ARE�WHAT�CREATE�US��BY�KILLING�US�OFF��FOR�AN�HOUR�OR�
MORE�WE�BECOME�SOMEONE�ELSE��3O�TO�WATCH�OR�JUST�LISTEN��)�WAS�SITTING�ON�SOMEONE�
ELSE�S�NEARLYARRIVED�BLISS��MALICIOUS�PEEP��LAZY�VOYEUR��AN�ENORMOUS�GRIN�PLASTERED�
ON�MY�HALFASLEEP�MUG��)�STILL�HAD�NO�NAME�FOR�WHAT�WAS�HAPPENING�TO�ME�AS�THESE�
STRANGERS�CARRIED�ME�UP�THE�MOUNTAIN��"UT�)�WAS�ONLY�TOO�HAPPY�TO�mOAT�ABOVE�THE�
RHYTHMIC�INNUENDOES�AND�INCESTUOUS�GRIND�OF�ONE�BEAST�IN�A�HURRY�TO�CRAWL�INSIDE�
ANOTHER�ONE�S�SKIN�
� 4HIS�IS�THE�BEATUP�HARMONIUM�OF�INlNITE�TENDERNESS��AS�CLOSE�TO�TRUTH�AS�WE�
WILL�EVER�COME�WITHOUT�A�MASK��THE�GROAN�BOX�UPSTAIRS�IS�GOING�FULL�FORCE��PUMPING�OUT�
SIGHS��SCREAMS��BEAUTIFUL�BIRDLIKE�TRILLS��VOWELS�AND�BARBED�SYLLABLES�SOUNDING�AS�IF�THEY�
WERE�BEING�DRAGGED�OUT�BETWEEN�THE�TEETH��THE�SOUNDS�REPEATING��POURING�THROUGH�THE�
WALLS�LIKE�THE�STEADY�HUM�OF�A�LATHE��OR�A�MAN�BUSY�SAWING�WOOD��THEY�ARE�GRINDING�
TIME�ITSELF�INTO�AN�INlNITY�OF�TINY�PIECES��SPARKLING�GRAINS�OF�SAND��&OR�SOME�REASON�IT�
MAKES�ME�THINK�OF�A�KNIFE�GRINDER�WHEN�THE�WHEEL�SPINS�AND�THE�BLADE�IS�PRESSED�CLOSE�
SHOOTING�SPARKS�AND�THE�DRY�TASTE�OF�lRE�
� 6IEWED� FROM� CLOSE� UP�� IT�S� THE� STRANGEST� THING� IN� THE� WORLD�� PROTOPLASMIC��
ANIMAL��SAVAGE�AND�CIVILIZED��!�NECESSITY�AND�A�GAME��)�CAN�T�STAND�ALL�THOSE�GYRATIONS��
THE�WOMAN�ON�46�WAS� ALWAYS� SAYING��7HO�WERE�MY�NEIGHBORS� EXACTLY�� )�WAS� FREE�
TO� IMAGINE�THEM�AS�)� LAY�THERE��)�MAY�HAVE�SEEN�ONE�IN�THE�HALLWAY�ON�THE�WAY�IN��
4ALL�� BLACK�� WITH� AN� INCREDIBLE� COIF� OF� HAIR� PAINSTAKINGLY� CREATED� BY� SOME� BEAST� OF�
PRODIGIOUS�HOARDINGS��CURLS��NESTS��KNOTS��)�SAW�HER�FOR�AN�INSTANT�PERHAPS��"UT�MY�LACK�
OF�PARTICULARS�WASN�T�GOING�TO�RESTRAIN�MY�IMAGINATION��)�CAN�STAND�THE�GYRATIONS�
� 4HEY�RE�TAKING�A�BREAK�UPSTAIRS��A�PAUSE�BETWEEN�VOLLEYS��"UT�DOWNSTAIRS�FURIOUS��
CATASTROPHIC��DEMONIC�BANSHEES�
� 7HERE�ARE�WE�GOING��$EEP�INSIDE�ALL�THE�WAY�IN��7HERE�IS�THAT��)NSIDE�A�CAVE��
IN�THE�DARK�WHERE�)�HAVE�NO�FACE��/R�ELSE�OUTSIDE� IN�THE�DARK��TO�STAND�IN�THE�YARD�
AND�YELL�� TO�STAND�NAKED�AND�SING� INSANELY�BENEATH�THE�MOON�WHICH�IS�CAUSING�OUR�
MADNESS��TO�HOWL�WHILE�HAULING�WOOD�TO�THE�lRE�
� 3ILENCE��-Y�PULSE�IS�QUICKENING��)�ROLL�OVER��7HAT�IS�THIS��3ILENCE��7HERE�IS�
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ALL�THE�RACKET�COMING�FROM�AND�WHY�HAS�IT�STOPPED��!M�)�MAKING�IT�ALL�UP��)�MUST�
BE�INSANE��)�VE�LOST�CONTROL�OVER�MY�INlNITELY�SMALL�CORNER�OF�THE�UNIVERSE��7HERE�AM�
)��!M�)�WAKING�UP�WHERE�)�WENT�TO�SLEEP��(OW�COULD�)�NOT��-ONTHS�OF�SOLITUDE�AND�
DETACHMENT�HAVE�lNALLY�GOTTEN�TO�ME��DRIED�ME�OUT�LIKE�A�MORTIlED�SPIDER�HANGING�IN�
SOME�STRANGER�S�APARTMENT�
� 4HE�TWO�COUPLES��)�KNEW�THAT�MUCH�NOW	�RELIEVED�ME�OF�MY�UNCERTAINTIES��
4HEY�STARTED�IN�AGAIN��FROM�HERE�TO�THE�lNAL�PUSH��OVER�THE�LIMIT�OF�ECSTASY�WHILE�)�SAT�
LIKE�A�FAT�PIECE�OF�HAM�WEDGED�BETWEEN�THEM��)�WANT�TO�CLIMB�OUT�THE�WINDOW�TO�GO�
UP�OR�DOWN�THE�lRE�ESCAPE�TO�GET�A�BETTER�LOOK��(ELLO�HELLO�MAY�)�COME�IN��6ERY�GOOD��
(OW�IS�IT�GOING��CAN�)�SIT�DOWN��.O��lNE��ABSOLUTELY�DON�T�BOTHER��)�LL� JUST�SIT�HERE��
WON�T�SAY�A�WORD��#AN�)�GET�EITHER�OF�YOU�SOME�WATER��4HANKS�
� 4HEY�CONTINUED�GOING�AT�IT�IN�THEIR�SEPARATE�BEDS��ONE�DIRECTLY�ABOVE�ME�ONE�
BELOW�ALL�OF�US�TWENTY�FEET�APART�AT�MOST��EVERYONE�HELLBENT�ON�THE�lNALE��THE�RACE�
TO�THE�EDGE�OF�THE�MOUNTAIN�AND�THE�PLUNGE�OFF�THE�CLIFF��)�WAS�AWAKE�ENOUGH�NOW�TO�
KNOW�WHERE�)�WAS��HALFASLEEP�ON�A�BORROWED�MATTRESS��LOCKED�IN�A�SENSORIUM�OF�SHOUTS�
AND�UNBEARABLE�PLEADINGS��A�PRISONER�HIS�EAR�BETWEEN�BARS�LISTENING�TO�THE�NEXT�CELL�BEG�
THE�WARDEN�FOR�HIS�LIFE��!ND�VERY�HAPPY�TO�DO�SO��)�MAY�AS�WELL�CONFESS�
� 4HE� TWO�COUPLES� EXPLODED� IN� THIRTY� SECONDS�OF� EACH�OTHER� IN�A�GREAT�VOCAL�
PANDEMONIUM� FULL� OF� CYMBALS� AND� mESH� TRUMPETS�� TESTIMONIES� THICK� WITH� TERRIBLE�
DECLARATIONS�ABOUT�AN�ABSOLUTELY�IMMINENT�'OD���-ANY�ARE�THE�MARVELS�OF�THE�CREATOR�
IN�THIS�NEW�WORLD��NOT�THE�LEAST�OF�WHICH�IS�HIS�CONSTANT�APPEARANCE��WHEREAS�HE�CAN�
SCARCELY�BE�DRAGGED�INTO�SHOWING�UP�IN�%UROPE��EVEN�FOR�A�FULL�SCALE�CRUSADE�	�)�LEAPT�
FROM�THE�COUCH�AND�BELLOWED�THE�CALL�OF�A�MISCHIEVOUS�BIRD�OF�PREY��A�LONELY�BUZZARD�
WHO�HIDES�IN�DARK�CAVES�AND�MOLESTS�PEOPLE�S�PLEASURES��-Y�CRY�WENT�UNANSWERED�������)�
HEARD�FOOTSTEPS�ABOVE�ME�AND�THE�SOUND�OF�RUNNING�WATER��A�HAND�ON�THE�FAUCET�AND�A�
POT�OF�WATER�BOILING��A�RADIO�mIPPED�ON�AND�BLARING��MORE�FOOTSTEPS��DEEP�LAUGHTER�THE�
KIND�THAT�SEEPS�OUT�OF�THE�WALLS�������)�SPUN�AROUND�ON�MY�HEELS�AND�WITH�PERFECT�AIM�
NAILED�MY�MAKESHIFT�MATTRESS��MY�FEET�ON�THE�PILLOW��AND�FELL�INTO�A�DARK�SLEEP�WITHOUT�
ENTRANCES�OR�VOICES�

4HE�%ND
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4HEORY�AND�0RACTICE�OF�#ROWDS
FROM�.EO9ORKINO��4HE�.EW�9ORK�3TORIES

4HE�PEOPLE�STOOD�STOCK�STILL��AS�IF�SOME�PECULIAR�RADIO�SIGNAL�WAS�TELLING�THEM�NOT�
TO�MOVE��4HEY�WERE�DRESSED�FOR�THE�UNPREDICTABLE�FALL�WEATHER�AND�THAT�MADE�IT�

EVEN�HARDER�TO�SLIP�THROUGH��)�HAD�SOME�PLACE�ELSE�TO�BE�BUT�WHAT�OF�IT��THE�NARROW��LOW�
CEILINGED�PASSAGEWAY�LEADING�FROM�ONE�SUBWAY�LINE�TO�ANOTHER�WASN�T�GOING�ANYWHERE��
)�BEGAN�ASKING�PEOPLE�WHAT�WAS�GOING�ON�
� h)�HAVE�NO�IDEA�v�h)�HEARD�SOMETHING�ABOUT�???????�v�h4HEY�SAID�???????�ON�
THE�PUBLIC�ADDRESS�v�)�HEARD�TEN�VARIATIONS�ON�THE�THEME�
� )�WAS�GOING�TO�PUSH�MY�WAY�THROUGH��)�BEGGED�FORGIVENESS�ABOUT�A�HUNDRED�
TIMES�AND�WAS�ALMOST�TO�THE�FOOT�OF�THE�STAIRS�ON�THE�OTHER�END�OF�THE�TUNNEL��4EN�OR�
lFTEEN�MINUTES�HAD�GONE�BY�AND�PEOPLE�WERE�STILL�STANDING�IN�THE�SAME�SPOT��!�WOMAN�
STANDING�NEAR�ME�MADE�A�LITTLE�ROOM�FOR�HERSELF�ON�THE�STAIRS��SAT�DOWN�AND�TOOK�OFF�
HER�SHOES�
� h)�D�KILL�SOMEBODY�FOR�A�CIGARETTE�RIGHT�NOW�v
� h$O�YOU�HAVE�ANY�IDEA�WHAT�HAPPENED�v�)�ASKED�HER�
� h)�HEARD�SOMEBODY�JUMPED��THAT�S�WHAT�v�SHE�SAID��3HE�WAS�SMILING�
� 4HE�CROWD�AROUND�US�HAD�AN�IMMEDIATE�REACTION�TO�WHAT�SHE�HAD�SAID��(ALF�
THE�CROWD�CHUCKLED�AND�THE�OTHER�HALF�KNITTED�THEIR�BROWS�AND�GAVE�THE�WOMAN�STERN�
LOOKS��WHICH�SHE�UTTERLY�IGNORED�
� &IVE�MINUTES�LATER�AND�)�HAD�MADE�IT�AS�FAR�AS�THE�THIRD�STEP��4HERE�WAS�A�COP�
AT�THE�HEAD�OF�THE�STAIRS�HOLDING�PEOPLE�BACK�BUT�HE�HAD�NOTHING�NEW�TO�SAY��(E�WAS�
AS�IN�THE�DARK�AS�WE�WERE�

��
� 4HEY�START�COMING�IN�AT������OR�SO��4HE�ONES�COMING�THEN�ARE�IN�NO�HURRY��
REALLY��NOTHING�COMPARED�TO�THOSE�WHO�COME�AFTER��&ROM���AM�ONWARDS�IT�IS�A�GAUNTLET��
)F� YOU� REALLY� WANT� TO� EXPERIENCE� SOMETHING� TERRIFYING�� GO� STAND� IN� THE� OCEAN� OF�
COMMUTERS�AS�THEY�POUR�OUT�OF�0ENN�3TATION�AT������IN�THE�MORNING��"ETTER�YET��PICK�
A�SPOT�AND�THEN�WALK�AGAINST�THE�CROWD�
� %VERYWHERE�IN�THE�WORLD�HAS�ITS�RUSH�HOUR�BUT�THIS�ONE�OVERWHELMS�THE�OPPOSITION��
LIKE�A�BRUTAL��INDIFFERENT�SHOVE�FROM�A�LINEBACKER��4HEY�GET�GOING�IN�0ARIS�BUT�THE�NUMBERS�
ARE�SMALLER�AND�TOO�MANY�PEOPLE�ABSOLUTELY�REFUSE�TO�PARTAKE��THEY�JUST�WALK�AT�THEIR�OWN�
SPEED�AND�IGNORE�EVERYONE�ELSE��)N�.EW�9ORK�IT�IS�A�MANIA��4HE�COMMUTERS��EYES�ARE�POPPING�
OUT�AND�THEIR�FEET�ARE�ON�REMOTE�CONTROL��4HEY�HAVE�TO�MAKE�IT�TO�THE�OFlCE�ON�TIME��!�
GOOD�NUMBER�HAVE�THE�FACE�OF�KILLERS�WHO�HAVE�CONVINCED�THEMSELVES�OF�THE�NECESSITY�OF�A�
LITTLE�COLLATERAL�DAMAGE��3OMETIMES�)�STOOD�AMONG�THEM�AND�BEGGED�CHANGE�JUST�SO�)�COULD�
FEEL�THEIR�CONTEMPT��THE�WAVES�OF�HATRED�POURING�OFF�THEM��)�DID�NOT�NEED�THE�CHANGE��4HE�
EXPERIENCE�WAS�EXHILARATING�
� )T� IS� THE�SAME�THING�IN�THE�AFTERNOON�FROM�FOUR�OR�FOURTHIRTY�ONWARDS��"Y�
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SIX� IT� IS� AN�ABSOLUTE� FRENZY��!LL� THE�OFlCE�WORKERS�� THE� SECRETARIES�AND�OF�COURSE� THE�
MANAGERS��THEY�ARE�THE�WORST��THE�ONES�WHO�STAYED�LATE�IN�SERVICE�OF�THE�CAUSE��WHO�
ARE�DETERMINED�TO�MAKE�THE� LAST� RUSH�HOUR� TRAIN��!FTER� THAT� THE�RAILROAD�RUNS�EVERY�
HOUR��AND�THEY�ARE�SCREWED��3O�THEY�ARE�mYING�DOWN�3EVENTH�!VENUE��SPILLING�OFF�THE�
SIDEWALKS�AND� TAKING�OVER� THE� STREET��4HERE� IS� A�MOMENT�WHEN� THE�CROWD�BECOMES�
SO� INTENSE�� THE� MEN� RUNNING�� THE� SECRETARIES� JOGGING� IN� THEIR� SNEAKERS� TOWARDS� THE�
ENTRANCE�ON�4HIRTY�&OURTH�3TREET�THAT�THEY�TAKE�OVER�THE�!VENUE�AND�4HIRTY&OURTH�
3TREET�AND�ALL�TRAFlC�COMES�TO�A�HALT��4HE�LIGHT�IS�RED�AND�GREEN�AND�IT�HARDLY�MATTERS��
)T�HAS�A�DIFFERENT�FEEL�TO�IT�THAN�THE�MORNING��4HIS�IS�THE�ONE�MOMENT�IN�THE�DAY�WHEN�
THE�WORKERS�DISOBEY�THE�RULES��AND�JUST�GO�BALLS�OUT��4HEY�HAVE�TO�CATCH�THE�TRAIN�AND�
NO�ONE�IS�GOING�TO�STOP�THEM��)N�THE�MORNING�THEY�RACE�TO�THEIR�PUNISHMENT��IN�THE�
EVENING�THEY�RACE�BACK�HOME�TO�ESCAPE�THINKING�ABOUT�IT�
� )T� IS� A�WORLD� THEY�HAD�NO�PART�OF� INVENTING�� AND�OF� COURSE� THEY� CANNOT�BE�
BLAMED�FOR�ANYTHING�
� 3TAND�IN�THE�MIDDLE�OF�4HIRTY&OURTH�3TREET�AT�THAT�MOMENT�AND�HAND�OUT�
mIERS�OR�ASK�FOR�SPARE�CHANGE��4RY�TAKING�AN�OPINION�POLL��OR�ANNOUNCE�*ESUS��RETURN�IN�
A�BRAVE�VOICE��SPEAK�OF�THE�COMING�REVOLUTION�OR�ANNOUNCE�A�TERRIlC�SALE�ON�FASHIONABLE�
SHOES��"E�PREPARED�TO�DUCK�

��
� 4HEN�THE�COP�GAVE�US�A�SIGNAL��AND�TOLD�US�WE�COULD�GO��"UT�PEOPLE�KEPT�STANDING�
THERE��4HE�COP�NEVER�RAISED�HIS�VOICE��IN�FACT�HE�HAD�MORE�OR�LESS�JUST�WAVED�HIS�ARM�AT�US��!�
FEW�PEOPLE�TOOK�OFF�BUT�FOR�A�SECOND�EVERYONE�ELSE�HESITATED��4HEY�AWAITED�DElNITIVE�WORD��
A�STATEMENT�OF�SOME�SORT��3OME�WOULD�HAVE�LIKED�AN�EXPLANATION�
� h7E�CAN�GO�v�4HEY�ASKED�THE�OFlCER�AT�THE�HEAD�OF�THE�STAIRS�
� h9OU�CAN�GO�v�HE� SAID� IN� A�GENIAL�� VELVETY�VOICE�� AS� IF�HE�WERE�BESTOWING�A�
BENEDICTION�AT�THE�END�OF�MASS�
� .O�ONE��MYSELF�INCLUDED��EVER�FOUND�OUT�WHAT�HAD�HAPPENED�

��
� 4HE� PEOPLE� AT� A� MUSEUM� ARE� DIFFERENT��4HEY� ARE� WALKING�� MOVING�� GOING�
SOMEWHERE��OF�COURSE�BUT�DIFFERENTLY�� THAN�SAY�A�CROWD�GOING� IN�TO�A�CHURCH�OR�A�
"ROADWAY�SHOW�
� )F�YOU�GET�PLEASURE�OUT�OF�OBSERVING�CROWDS��YOU�CAN� IDENTIFY�WHO� LIKES� TO�
GO�WHERE�THEY�ARE�GOING��4HE�CROWD�FOR�A�"ROADWAY�SHOW�IS�EXPECTANT�GOING�IN�AND�
HAPPY�COMING�OUT��CAREFREE�OR�PERHAPS�A�LITTLE�CARELESS��!�MUSEUM�IS�MORE�ON�THE�SIDE�
OF�/FlCIAL�#ULTURE�AND�FOR�SOME�THAT�MEANS�BETTERMENT��DUTY��OBLIGATION�
� )�LIKE�TO�STAND�OUT�IN�FRONT�OF�THE�-ETROPOLITAN�ON�&IFTH�AND�OBSERVE�PEOPLE��
7ATCHING�THE�GROUPS�OF�PEOPLE�WALKING�UP�THE�STAIRS�YOU�CAN�IMMEDIATELY�PARSE�WHOSE�
IDEA�IT�WAS�TO�GO�TO�THE�MUSEUM��THE�ONES�WHO�ARE�JUST�TAGGING�ALONG��AND�THE�ONE�WHO�
HAS�NO�CHOICE�IN�THE�MATTER�



0ING����0ONG

� )� USED� TO� WATCH� A� SEVENTY� YEAR� OLD� PHOTOGRAPHER� SKIP� UP� THE� STEPS� TO� THE�
MUSEUM��,UCKY�FELLA�
� %VERYBODY�SHOWS�INTENSITY�AND�CONCENTRATION�IN�A�DIFFERENT�WAY��9OU�CAN�SEE�
WHEN�A�PAINTING�CLICKS�FOR�A�PERSON�BY�THE�WAY�THEY�STAND��4HE�CROWDS�ARE�SWIRLING�
AROUND�A�SINGLE�PAINTING�BUT�EVERYONE�SEES�IT�DIFFERENTLY�
� )�CONFESS�)�HAVE�NEVER�GOTTEN�THE�POINT�OF�ART�EN�MASSE��3TARING�AT�A�PAINTING�IS�
A�SOLITARY�JOURNEY��%VEN�THE�HUNTERS�DUCKING�INTO�A�CAVE�TO�GET�OUT�OF�INCLEMENT�WEATHER�
MUST�HAVE�TAKEN�DIFFERENT�MESSAGES�FROM�THE�CAVE�PAINTINGS�IN�,ASCAUX�AND�!LTAMIRA�
� )�WOULD�NOT�BE�OPPOSED�TO�BREAKING�UP�MUSEUMS�ENTIRELY�AND�SPREADING�THE�
STATUES�AROUND�TO�POOL�HALLS��OFlCE�BUILDINGS��FOOTBALL�lELDS�AND�COURTROOMS�
� !ND�YET��HERE�WE�ARE��IT�S�THE�MODERN�WORLD��)F�TODAY�IS�THE�LAST�DAY�OF�A�SHOW��
AND�YOU�REALLY�WANT�TO�SEE�A�CERTAIN�PAINTING�ONE�MORE�TIME�BECAUSE�IT�SENDS�SHIVERS�
DOWN�YOUR�SPINE��YOU�HAVE�NO�CHOICE�
� .OT�LONG�AGO�THE�-ETROPOLITAN�WAS�PACKED�ON�A�3UNDAY�AFTERNOON��)T�WAS�THE�
LAST�DAY�FOR�A�COLLECTION�OF�'ERMAN�EXPRESSIONIST�PAINTERS��)�WAS�QUITE�FAMILIAR�WITH�ONE�
OF�THEM��IN�AS�MUCH�AS�HE�HAD�ARRIVED�IN�.EW�9ORK�FROM�"ERLIN�WITHOUT�A�CENT��AND�HE�
LEFT�MANY�PAINTINGS�IN�MANY�PEOPLE�S�APARTMENTS��(E�TRADED�THEM�FOR�DINNER��)�THINK��
!ND�SINCE�)�HAVE�TRADED�THINGS�FOR�DINNER�FROM�TIME�TO�TIME��)�HAVE�SEEN�A�NUMBER�OF�
HIS�PAINTINGS��4HEY�ARE�VERY�WITTY��AND�FURIOUS��TOO��3O�)�WANTED�TO�SEE�HIS�WORK�AGAIN�
THAT�3UNDAY�
� 4HE�PLACE�WAS� ABSOLUTELY�PACKED��3OMEONE�HAD�WRITTEN� IN� THE�PAPERS� THAT�
YOU�MUST�SEE�IT��AND�THE�CULTURED�TYPES�TOOK�THEIR�ORDERS��h)�DON�T�KNOW�WHY�)�VE�BEEN�
PUTTING�IT�OFF��)�HAVE�TO�GO�v
� )T�WAS�HARD�TO�SEE�'ROSZ�S�PAINTINGS��THE�CROWD�WAS�SO�NUMEROUS�
� 7ATCHING�IT�AS�IT�MOVED�LIKE�A�CUMULONIMBUS�FROM�PAINTING�TO�PAINTING��)�OBSERVED�
THE�DIFFERENT�LEVELS�OF�INTENSITY�AMONG�THE�CHAPERONES��THE�ENTHUSIASTS��THE�CONNOISSEURS��THE�
ONES�WHO�STARED�BLANKLY�AT�INFORMATION�ON�THE�WALL��THOSE�WITH�A�TASTE�FOR�SUBTLETY�AND�THOSE�
WHO�PREFER�A�QUICK�THRILL�
� )N�STUDYING�CROWDS��THE�lRST�SERIOUS�STEP�IS�TO�STOP�LOOKING�AT�FACES��/NE�MUST�
LEARN�TO�DECIPHER�EVERYTHING�FROM�THE�BODY��FROM�AN�ARM�OR�A�HIP��!�POSE�SHOULD�BE�
ENOUGH�TO�TELL�YOU�EVERYTHING�
� !T� lRST�� IT� WAS� VERY� HARD� FOR� ME� TO� STOP� OBSERVING� FACES�� /UR� MINDS� ARE�
ABSOLUTELY� GEARED� TO� RECOGNIZE� THEM�� )F� WE� WANT� TO� ASCERTAIN� ANOTHER�S� DISPOSITION�
TOWARDS�US��WE�LOOK�AT�THE�FACE��7E�SEE�FACES�IN�ROCKS��TREES��CLOUDS��COLOR�PATTERNS�AND�
TWO�OR�THREE�STROKES�OF�A�BRUSH�
� 4HERE�WERE�SO�MANY�PEOPLE�THERE��AND�IT�WAS�IMPOSSIBLE�TO�SEE�THE�PAINTINGS�
SO�)�DECIDED�TO�MAKE�USE�OF�IT��)�BEGAN�TO�LOOK�AT�HIPS��AND�THE�WAY�THIS�NOW�FACELESS�
PERSON�MOVES��4HE�HIPS�ARE�VERY�IMPORTANT��THE�WHOLE�FAMILY�HISTORY�IS�THERE��!ND�THE�
SHOULDERS��EVERYTHING�IN�THE�PERSON�S�MENTAL�STATE�IS�THERE��!RE�THEY�BROAD�SHOULDERED�
OR�NARROW��ARE�THEY�SLUMPED��STOOPED��OR�THRUST�BACK��!RE�THEY�RELAXED��OR�ARE�THEY�
KNITTED�TOGETHER�WITH�TENSION��4HERE�WERE�MANY�VARIETIES�OF�THESE�HEADLESS�CREATURES�
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ALL�AROUND�ME�
� &URTHERMORE��AS�SOON�)�STOPPED�LETTING�THE�FACE�DOMINATE�MY�PERCEPTIONS��)�
KNEW�IMMEDIATELY�HOW�THIS�PERSON�WOULD�RESPOND�IF�)�WERE�TO�APPROACH�THEM��9EARS�
AGO��)�USED�TO�PICK�UP�GIRLS�IN�MUSEUMS��"UT�)�HAD�OTHER�THINGS�IN�MIND�NOW�
� 4HE�FACE�SHOULD�ONLY�BE�TAKEN�AS�THE�lNAL�INGREDIENT�IN�A�PORTRAIT��MUCH�AS�
0ICASSO�QUICKLY�ADDED�'ERTRUDE�3TEIN�S�FACE�TO�THE�PAINTING�HE�HAD�LABORED�OVER�FOR�
SEVERAL�MONTHS��!ND�IT�SHOULD�BE�ADDED�TO�THE�PORTRAIT�WITH�SOME�SKEPTICISM��4HE�FACE�
IS�ALL�TOO�OFTEN�PROPAGANDA��THE�BODY�IS�TRUTH��!T�LEAST�FOR�MOST�PEOPLE�
� )�HARDLY�GOT�A�LOOK�AT�THE�PAINTINGS�BUT�)�CAME�AWAY�FROM�THE�MUSEUM�A�RICHER�
MAN�
� ��������RICHER�TO�BE�PRECISE�

��
� /VER�THE�SIXTY�MINUTES�AFTER�TEN�P�M���WHEN�THE�CROWDS�BEGIN�TO�SURGE�OUT�OF�
THE�THEATERS�IN�4IMES�3QUARE��THE�SIDEWALK�CAN�NO�LONGER�CONTAIN�THE�LARGE�NUMBERS�
OF�PEOPLE��AND�THEY�SPILL�OFF�INTO�THE�GUTTERS�AND�THE�LANES�RESERVED�FOR�THE�HORSES�AND�
lNALLY��WITH�NO�TREPIDATION�AT�ALL�� LIKE�A�CHURNING�RIVER� JUMPING� ITS�BANKS�� INTO�THE�
STREET�ITSELF�
� )N�FACT��THE�MASS�OF�PEOPLE�MOVING�ON�THE�SIDEWALK�ORIGINATE�IN�THREE�DIFFERENT�
SPECIES��THE�TOURISTS�FROM�OUT�OF�TOWN��IN�THE�CITY�FOR�FOUR�OR�lVE�DAYS�OF�SIGHTSEEING��
PEOPLE�FROM�THE�BOROUGHS��TOO�POOR�TO�SEE�A�SHOW�BUT�READY�TO�WALK�AROUND�IN�THE�
EVENING��HAVE�THEIR�PHOTO�TAKEN�WITH�THEIR�GIRLFRIEND��AND�GAWK�AT�THE�HUSTLERS�AND�THE�
TOURISTS��AND�THE�PEOPLE�LEAVING�OR�GOING�TO�WORK�IN�THE�SKYSCRAPERS�THAT�ENCLOSE�4IMES�
3QUARE�ON�ALL�SIDES��4HE�THREE�SPECIES�RUB�SHOULDERS��WALK�BY�EACH�OTHER��STOP�FOR�A�LIGHT�
AT�THE�SAME�CORNER�BUT�THEY�NEVER�COME�INTO�CONTACT��4HEY�ARE�LIKE�THREE�DISTINCT�LIQUIDS�
IN�THE�SAME�BOTTLE�WHICH�MAKE�THE�MOST�COMPLEX�PATTERNS�IMAGINABLE�WITHOUT�EVER�
COMBINING�AND�FORMING�SOME�NEW�ELEMENT��9OU�MIGHT�ASK��7HY�SHOULDN�T�THEY�MIX��
4HAT�S�WHAT�.EW�9ORK�IS�ALL�ABOUT��ISN�T�IT��"UT�IT�NEVER�HAPPENS��UNLESS�BY�MISTAKE��AND�
FREQUENTLY�A�TRAGIC�MISTAKE�AT�THAT��)T�IS�CONSTITUTIONALLY�IMPOSSIBLE��HOWEVER�MUCH�THE�
REST�OF�THE�COUNTRY�MAY�CLAIM�TO�LOVE�THE�CITY�SINCE�THE�ATTACKS�
� )T�IS�A�PICKPOCKET�S�PARADISE��9OU�DON�T�NEED�THE�OLD�NEWSPAPER�TRICK��YOU�DON�T�
HAVE�TO�TRY�TO�HUSTLE�THE�POOR�MARKS�OFF�TO�SOME�DUBIOUS�SEX�SHOW��YOU�SIMPLY�HAVE�TO�HAVE�
FAST�HANDS�AND�A�FACE�THAT�WILL�NOT�BETRAY�YOU��!ND�A�QUICK�EYE�FOR�THE�POLICE�
� �!S�FOR�THOSE�SEX�SHOWS��THEY�HARDLY�EXIST�ANY�MORE��!ND�WHO�WOULD�GO�
TO�SEE�THEM��3IMPLY�LOOK�AT�THE�FACE�OF�THE�TOURISTS�WHEN�THE�BARKER�ON�THE�CORNER�
OF���TH�3TREET�ANNOUNCES��h&REE�3TAND5P�#OMEDY�3HOW��JUST�TWO�BLOCKS�AWAY�v�
4HE� TOURISTS� LOOK� AT� HIM� DUBIOUSLY�� PUT� THEIR� HEADS� DOWN�� AND� CONTINUE� IN� A�
STRAIGHT�LINE�TO�THEIR�HOTEL�	
� )N�THE�HOUR�AFTER�TEN�IT�IS�ALMOST�TOO�CROWDED�FOR�THE�PROFESSIONALS�TO�OPERATE��
THERE�ARE�NO�POCKETS�OF�AIR��NO�MEANS�OF�ESCAPE��4HE�WHOLE�AREA�IS�mOODED�WITH�COPS��
WHOSE�JOB�IT�IS�TO�ASSURE�THAT�.EW�9ORK�KEEPS�ITS�GOOD�NAME�IN�THE�NATION�S�NEWSPAPERS��
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0LENTY�OF�HUSTLERS�WORK�THE�SIDE�STREETS��OR�WAIT�UNTIL�THE�NUMBERS�THIN�OUT�IN�AN�HOUR�
OR�SO�
� 4HERE�WAS�A�BUILDING�ON�THE�CORNER�OF���TH�AND�"ROADWAY�THAT�WAS�FOR�SEVERAL�
YEARS�SLATED�FOR�DEMOLITION��)T�WAS�MAINLY�KNOWN�FOR�ITS�RESTAURANT��PART�OF�A�FAMOUS�
NATIONAL�CHAIN��ONE�THAT�SEEMED�TO�BROADCAST�ITS�QUINTESSENTIALLY�!MERICAN�NATURE�FROM�
THE�VERY�HEART�OF�4IMES�3QUARE��WHICH��FOR�MANY�YEARS��WAS�REGARDED�AS�THE�ABSOLUTE�
NADIR�OF�EXISTENCE�BY�A�GOOD�MANY�!MERICANS��!ND�PERHAPS�THIS�RESTAURANT�DESERVED�
ITS�REPUTATION��IN�AS�MUCH�AS�IT�WHOLESOMELY�RELIVED�TOURISTS��WALLETS�OF�EIGHT�OR�NINE�
DOLLARS�FOR�A�BREAKFAST�THAT�COULD�BE�HAD�FOR�THREE�TWO�BLOCKS�AWAY��)N�ANY�CASE��THIS�
BUILDING�DERIVED�ITS�FAME��IN�MOST�PEOPLE�S�MIND��FROM�THAT�ESTABLISHMENT��ALTHOUGH�IT�
HAD�A�HISTORY�THAT�PRECEDED�THE�RESTAURANT�BY�MANY�YEARS�
� &OR�AT�LEAST�A�FEW�OF�THOSE�YEARS�IT�WAS�WHERE�A�SMALL�GANG�OF�PICKPOCKETS�MET�
UP�BEFORE�THE�NIGHT�S�LABOR��RECONNOITERING�TO�DIVIDE�THE�TURF��TO�HELP�EACH�OTHER�OUT��TO�
FRATERNIZE��4HE�SECOND�AND�THIRD�mOORS��ABOVE�THE�RESTAURANT��WERE�USED��UNTIL� THE�VERY�
LAST�INSTANT��AS�A�REHEARSAL�HALL�FOR�SHOWS��4HE�BUILDING�WAS�FULL�OF�ROOMS��SPACIOUS��WELL
CONlGURED�ROOMS�WHERE�AN�ENTIRE�COMPANY�COULD�GATHER�TO�GO�OVER�MUSICAL�NUMBERS��OR�
HAVE�TRYOUTS���3HOWS�HAVE�TO�REHEARSE�BEFORE�THEY�BOOK�A�THEATER��IF�THEY�EVER�GET�THAT�FAR�	�)T�
WASN�T�HARD�TO�GAIN�ADMITTANCE��WHAT�WITH�THE�LARGE�GROUPS�OF�PEOPLE�REGULARLY�TROUPING�UP�
AND�DOWN�THE�STAIRS��9OU�SIMPLY�HAD�TO�BLEND�IN�WITH�THE�PEOPLE�HEADING�UP��AND�THEN�SPLIT�
OFF�AND�CLAIM�A�LITTLE�SPACE�FOR�YOURSELF�AND�YOUR�BUDDIES��4HE�lRST�THING�)�ALWAYS�DID�WAS�
WALK�AROUND�THE�PLACE��UP�AND�DOWN�THE�STAIRS��STICK�MY�HEAD�INTO�VARIOUS�ROOMS�AND�TAKE�
IN�THE�SHOWS�OF�TOMORROW��THE�SHOWS�OF�NEVERTOBE��%ACH�ROOM�WAS�SURE�TO�HAVE�A�PIANO��
SO�THERE�WAS�ALWAYS�LOTS�OF�NOISE�AND�SINGING�GOING�ON��4HEN�)�LOOKED�FOR�AN�EMPTY�ROOM��
ONE�OF�THE�SMALLER��LESS�FAVORED�BALLROOMS��TOOK�A�SEAT�WITH�MY�CUP�OF�COFFEE��AND�WAITED�
� 4HE�BUILDING�ITSELF�WAS�IN�A�SAD�STATE�OF�REPAIR��.OT�ONLY�WERE�THE�STAIRWAYS�
ON� THEIR� LAST� LEGS�� CREAKING� WHEN� ANYONE� WALKED� ON� THEM� AND� FREQUENTLY� SHIFTING�
DRAMATICALLY�WHEN�A�GROUP�OF�SIX�OR�MORE�PILED�ON��BUT�MOST�OF�THE�WINDOWS�IN�THE�
REHEARSAL� STUDIOS�WERE�GONE��7HAT� SHOULD�HAVE�BEEN� THE� EYES�OF� THE�BUILDING�WERE�
INSTEAD�COVERED�WITH�ENORMOUS�PATCHES�MADE�OUT�OF�HEAVY�BLACK�PLASTIC��7HOEVER�HAD�
DONE�THE�JOB�HAD�FAILED�TO�STRETCH�THE�MATERIAL�TIGHTLY��AND�WHENEVER�THE�WIND�BLEW��
OR� THE�BUILDING�NEEDED�TO� LET�OUT�SOME�AIR�� THE�hEYE�PATCHESv�mEW�IN�OR�OUT�WITH�A�
LOUD�CLAP��)T�WAS�VERY�UNNERVING��)N�THE�WINTER��WHEN�EVERYTHING�)�M�TELLING�YOU�TAKES�
PLACE��THE�WIND�REALLY�RIPS�AROUND�4IMES�3QUARE��AND�EVERY�FEW�MINUTES�THE�TWO�OR�
FOUR�WINDOWS�IN�THE�ROOM�YOU�WERE�IN�SLAMMED�IN�AND�THEN�OUT��AND�YOU�FELT�THAT�
'OD�HIMSELF�WAS�ABOUT�TO�MAKE�AN�ENTRANCE��)�DON�T�KNOW�HOW�IT�WAS�FOR�THE�THEATER�
COMPANIES� TO�HAVE�'OD�SLAP�HIS� THIGH��OR� FART�� IN� THE�MIDDLE�OF�A�NUMBER�BUT� THE�
#OUNCIL�OF�THE�%LECT�FOUND�IT�DISCONCERTING�AT�lRST��5NTIL�IT�BECAME�A�TEST�OF�WILL�POWER��
OF�OUR�SKILL�AS�ARTISTS��NOT�TO�LET�IT�DISTRACT�US�
� "ECAUSE�THAT�IS�WHAT�WE�CALLED�OURSELVES��WE�MERRY�BUNCH�OF�THIEVES��)�WAS�
A�PARTTIME�MEMBER�OF� THE�GROUP��HAVING�A� FEW�OTHER� INTERESTS�AND�RESPONSIBILITIES��
AS�DID�MANY�OF� THE�OTHERS�� )� JOINED� THEM�EVERY� FEW�EVENINGS�BECAUSE� THEY�WERE�AN�
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INTERESTING�BUNCH�AND�THEIR�CONVERSATION�WAS�NEVER�DULL�
� 4HE�#OUNCIL�WAS� COMPRISED�OF� SIX�PRINCIPAL�MEMBERS�� IF� )� INCLUDE�MYSELF��
WHO�SHOWED�UP�ON�A�MORE�OR�LESS�REGULAR�BASIS��4HERE�WAS��BESIDES�ME��3TEVIE��2YAN��A�
TALL��VERY�YOUNG�2USSIAN�WHOSE�NAME�)�HAVE�FORGOTTEN�IF�)�EVER�KNEW�IT��2AY��AND�0IETRO��
)T�WAS�A�DIFFERENT�SORT�OF�GROUP��IN�THAT�WE�EACH�WORKED�IN�OUR�OWN�WAY��TOWARDS�OUR�
OWN�ENDS��)T�S�TRUE�THERE�WAS�A�FAIR�AMOUNT�OF�SHOP�TALK��AND�WHEN�WE�DID�GET�DOWN�
TO�DETAILS�WE�COMPARED�NOTES��ALTHOUGH�MANY�TIMES�THIS�CONSISTED�OF�BULL�SESSIONS�THAT�
BEGAN�WITH��h9OU�SHOULD�HAVE�SEEN�THE�MESS�)�GOT�MYSELF�IN�LAST�NIGHT�v
� ,IKE�ANY�HALFWAY�DECENT�MAGICIANS��OUR�ART�CONSISTED�PRINCIPALLY�IN�DIRECTING�
OUR�AUDIENCE�TO�LOOK�ONE�WAY�WHILE�THE�ACTION�WAS�TAKING�PLACE�SOMEWHERE�ELSE��4HIS�
IS�THE�ESSENTIAL�PART�OF�THE�ART��SUBJECT�TO�A�HUNDRED�VARIATIONS��"UT�THERE�IS�NO�POINT��
REALLY�� TO� SAYING� THAT� THERE� IS� ONE� WAY� TO� GET� A� WALLET� OUT� OF� A� PANTS� POCKET��4HAT�
PARTICULAR�SKILL�DEPENDS�UPON�THE�ARTIST�
� !S�TO�HOW�EACH�OF�US�HAD�ARRIVED�AT�THIS�OCCUPATION��WE�RARELY�TALKED�ABOUT�IT�
� 7E� ALL� HAD� OUR� SEPARATE� ROUTES� AND� NO� ONE� WAS� CRYING� ABOUT� IT�� !S� FOR�
MORALITY�WHO�WE�WOULD�OR�WOULD�NOT�ROB�APART�FROM�SPREADING�THE�USUAL�VICIOUS�
GOSSIP�ABOUT�EACH�OTHER��WE�TRIED�NOT�TO�STICK�OUR�NOSES�IN�THE�OTHER�GUY�S�BUSINESS�
� 0IETRO��THE�MOST�CONSERVATIVE�MEMBER�OF�THE�GROUP��THE�ONE�CLASSICALLY�TRAINED�
MEMBER�OF�THE�#OUNCIL��WAS�A�TIGHT�LITTLE�CHARACTER��AND�HE�WAS�ADAMANT�THAT�YOU�DID�
NOT�MOVE�WHILE�YOU�WERE�ON�THE�LOOK�OUT�FOR�A�MARK��9OU�CHOOSE�YOUR�SPOT��WHETHER�
IT�WAS�ON�THE�CORNER�OR�AT�THE�COUNTER�OF�A�COFFEE�SHOP��AND�YOU�WORKED�FROM�THERE�
UNTIL� THE�MOMENT�THE�PERSON�APPEARED��!ND�THEY�WERE�SURE�TO�APPEAR��/NE�SIMPLY�
HAD� TO� WAIT�� AND� KEEP� ONE�S� EYES� OPEN��4HAT� WAS�� HE� SAID�� THE� MOST� DIFlCULT� PART��
PROFESSIONALLY� SPEAKING��.OT� TO�BECOME�COMFORTABLE��OR� LISTLESS��OR� TO�WRITE�OFF� THE�
NIGHT�AS�A�NOGO��BUT�TO�KEEP�ONE�S�EYES�PEELED�FOR�THE�RIGHT�PERSON�WITH�JUST�THE�RIGHT�
MIXTURE�OF�CARELESSNESS��OPENNESS�AND�CURIOSITY��!�FEW�WORDS��OR�NONE�AT�ALL��AND�THE�
JOB�WAS�DONE��4HE�MARK�NEVER�KNEW�WHAT�HAPPENED��AND�IN�FACT�0IETRO�COULD�GO�BACK�
TO�SOME�HAUNTS�AGAIN�AND�AGAIN�BECAUSE�HE�MOVED�SO�FRUGALLY��SO�EFFORTLESSLY��NO�ONE�
ATTRIBUTED�THE�CRIME�TO�HIM�
� 7HEN�)�SAY�THAT�HE�WAS�TIGHT��)�DON�T�MEAN�IT�DISPARAGINGLY�AT�ALL��4HERE�WAS�
NONE�OF�THE�BOYO�ABOUT�HIM��(E�WAS�COMPLETELY�CONTAINED�WITHIN�HIS�BODY��(E�KNEW�
WHO�HE�WAS��AND�WHAT�HE�WAS�ABOUT��AND�HE�SET� TO� IT��,ATER�ON�HE�COULD�RELAX�AND�
UNWIND��ALTHOUGH�NONE�OF�US�EVER�SAW�IT�
� (E�ALWAYS�CARRIED�A�BOOK�WITH�HIM��A�THIN�VOLUME��AND�AS�HE�SAT�IN�A�CAFE�OR�
LEANED�AGAINST�THE�WALL�OF�A�BUILDING��HE�GAVE�THE�MOST�PERFECT�PERFORMANCE�OF�A�MAN�
ABSORBED�BY�WHAT�HE�WAS�READING��"UT�)�DON�T�BELIEVE�HE�READ�THE�BOOK�AT�ALL��/R�MAYBE�
HE�WAS�READING�THE�SAME�PAGE�OVER�AND�OVER��(E�WAS�A�VERY�THOROUGH�MAN�
� 9OU�WORKED�IT�MIGHT�BE�CALLED�ELEGANTLY��YOU�DID�THE�JOB�WITH�A�MINIMUM�
OF�EXERTION�AND�YOU�ALWAYS�HAD�A�GOOD�IDEA�WHERE�YOUR�NEXT�SPOT�WAS�GOING�TO�BE��
BECAUSE�YOU�HAD�TO�MOVE�QUICKLY�
� )F�THE�STAFF�AT�THE�BAR�OR�AT�THE�CORNER�NEWS�STAND�DID�SUSPECT�SOMETHING��THEY�
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BECAME�INTRIGUED�AND�WAITED�TO�WATCH�HIM�IN�ACTION��WHICH��EVEN�WHEN�THEY�SAW�IT�
HAPPEN�RIGHT�IN�FRONT�OF�THEIR�FACES��THEY�WERE�NEVER�ABSOLUTELY�SURE�OF�IT��/H��THEY�
KNEW�ALRIGHT�BUT�����3OMETIMES�THE�CASHIER�OR�A�GIRL�AT�THE�BAR�FELL�FOR�HIM��AND�LET�HIM�
WORK�THE�JOINT��3HE�WAS�LIVING�A�LITTLE��THROUGH�HIM��/F�COURSE��HE�WAS�NOT�ABOUT�TO�
HANG�AROUND�THE�SAME�PLACE�ALL�THE�TIME��HE�HAD�PLENTY�OF�hSPOTSv�INDOORS�AND�OUT��)F�
YOU�ASKED�HIM��EVERYTHING�HE�DID�HE�DID�hWITH�PERMISSION�v
� 7HEN�WE�ASKED�0IETRO�HOW�THE�NIGHT�BEFORE�HAD�BEEN��HE�WOULD�SIMPLY�SAY�
� h4HEY�CAME�TO�ME�v�WITH�A�DEVIOUS�SMILE�ON�HIS�FACE�
� !ND�WHY�SHOULD�HE�TELL�US�ANYTHING�ELSE��ANYTHING�MORE��4O�GO�FURTHER�WAS�TO�
BEGIN�TO�BRAG��TO�FABRICATE��4HE�WHOLE�CONCEPT�OF�HONOR�AMONG�THIEVES�IS�A�JOKE��7E�
WOULD�HAVE�STOLEN�EACH�OTHER�S�WALLETS�BUT�WE�KNEW�THEY�WERE�EMPTY�
� 7E�WERE�CURIOUS�ABOUT�EACH�OTHER��OF�COURSE��7E�ASKED�0IETRO�WHAT�ROUTE�HE�D�
TAKEN�FROM�4ORINO�TO�.EW�9ORK��WE�KNEW�HE�WAS�MARRIED�AND�THEN�DIVORCED��THAT�HE�
WENT�OUT�WITH�A�CRAZY�CHICK�WHO�LIKED�TO�STICK�HER�HEAD�OUT�THE�WINDOW�OF�THE�SUBWAY�
CAR��THAT�HE�HAD�A�HARD�TIME�CONTROLLING�HER�AND�THAT�HE�PAINTED�IN�HIS�SPARE�TIME�TO�
KEEP�A�LID�ON�THINGS��7E�KNEW�THAT�HE�COULDN�T�RESIST�THE�LURE�OF�THE�STREETS��.ONE�OF�US�
COULD��4HE�STREET�WAS�OUR�WEAKNESS��OUR�SIN��OUR�PECCADILLO��4O�GO�ANY�FURTHER�WAS�TO�
ENTER�THE�TERRAIN�OF�GUILT��SOMETHING�WE�ALL�SWORE�UP�AND�DOWN�WE�NEVER�FELT��7E�WERE�
VULTURES��IF�YOU�WANT�TO�PUT�A�NAME�ON�IT�BUT�NONE�OF�US��AS�FAR�AS�)�COULD�TELL��WERE�
PRONE�TO�UNNECESSARY�VIOLENCE��7HATEVER�OF�THAT�THERE�WAS�IN�US�WE�KEPT�BOTTLED�UP�
INSIDE��)T�JUST�MADE�FOR�COMPLICATIONS��3PEAKING�FOR�MYSELF��)�ONLY�TOOK�MONEY�FROM�
THOSE�WHO�NEVER�REALLY�MISSED�IT�
� )T�WAS�ONE�OF�OUR�PRINCIPLES�THAT�EACH�NIGHT�WAS�ABSOLUTELY�SUI�GENERIS��/NE�NIGHT�
DID�NOT�GUARANTEE�ANOTHER��THEY�DIDN�T�LOOK�ANYTHING�ALIKE��"UT�0IETRO�WAS�DIFFERENT�
� (IS� NIGHTS� WERE� STEADY�� (E� WENT� OUT� EVERY� NIGHT�� BUT� HE� NEVER� HAD� THE�
SPECTACULAR�SUCCESS�WE�SOMETIMES�DID��.OR�THE�SPECTACULAR�FAILURES�
� 0IETRO�S� METHODS� WERE� ANATHEMA� TO� 3TEVIE�� (E� WAS� A� RAMBLER��4ALLER� THAN�
0IETRO��AS�DARK�AS�0IETRO�WAS�WHITE��BOTH�HAD�COMPACT�FRAMES�OWING�TO�THEIR�CONSTANT�
CYCLING�AROUND�TOWN���4HEY�BOTH�CONFESSED�TO�FEELING�TRAPPED�ON�THE�SUBWAY�BECAUSE�
THERE�WAS�NO�WAY�OUT�	
� 3TEVIE�WAS�FORTY��A�VETERAN��A�SMOOTH�TALKER�THE�OPPOSITE�OF�0IETRO�AND�IN�
FACT��WE�COULD�NEVER�GET�HIM�TO�SHUT�UP��7E�MISSED�MORE�THAN�ONE�NIGHT�ON�THE�STREET�
THANKS�TO�HIS�STORIES�OF�CONQUESTS�IN�#URZON��3INGAPORE��4AIPEI��YOU�NAME�IT��/NCE�HE�
GOT�GOING�������AND�THAT�TOO�WAS�PART�OF�HIS�SKILL��0IETRO��BORN�IN�THE�MOUNTAINS�OUTSIDE�
4ORINO��WAS�CAUTIOUS��AND�MORE�INCLINED�TO�LOOK�AT�THE�SKY�TO�CHECK�ON�THE�CHANGING�
STATE�OF�THE�WEATHER�THAN�TO�SAY�ANYTHING���(E�WAS�PROBABLY�THINKING��h)F�THEY�BRING�
OUT�THEIR�RAINCOATS��THE�JIG�IS�UP�FOR�TODAY�v	�!ND�THEN�YOU�STARTED�LOOKING�AT�THE�SKY��
TOO��AND�THOUGHT��YES��THERE�IS�A�GOOD�CHANCE�IT�WILL�RAIN��AND�PRESTO��YOUR�WALLET�WAS�
GONE�
� 3TEVIE�STROLLED�AROUND��MINGLING�AMONG�THE�PEOPLE��SEEMINGLY�BUSY�WITH�HIS�
OWN�CONCERNS��SAUNTERING�AROUND�AND�STRIKING�UP�CONVERSATIONS�HERE�AND�THERE��POSING�
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AS� A� MAN� FROM� OUT� OF� TOWN� BUT� ONE� WHO� CAME� TO� THE� CITY� ON� A� REGULAR� BASIS�� (E�
ATTACHED�HIMSELF�TO�A�GROUP��A�FAMILY�OR�A�SOCIAL�OUTING��A�BUNCH�OF�DRINKING�BUDDIES�
� (IS�ARMY�YEARS�CAME�IN�HANDY��(E�COULD�RELATE��STRIKE�UP�A�BOND��WITH�THE�
MEN��OF� COURSE��BUT�WITH� THE� LADIES� �� �� ��POW��$ARK� CHOCOLATE��WITH�.ORTH�!FRICAN�
FEATURES� AND� A� WIRY� BUILD�� HE� WAS� DYNAMITE�� )F� ONLY� HE� HAD� SHUT� UP� FROM� TIME� TO�
TIME��HE�WOULD�HAVE�BEEN�A�MILLIONAIRE��)T�WAS�HIS�DOWNFALL�ON�A�NUMBER�OF�JOBS��HE�
REFUSED�TO�MAKE�A�CLEAN�GETAWAY�BECAUSE�HE�HADN�T�lNISHED�A�STORY�WITH�ONE�OR�ANOTHER�
MEMBER�OF�THE�PARTY�
� (E��OF�COURSE��DISAGREED��h)�D�BE�A�POOR�MAN��INDEED��IF�)�COULDN�T�TALK��)N�FACT��
)�TALK�TO�OBSCURE�WHAT�)�M�UP�TO�AND���v
� !S� FOR� THE�POLICE�� LET� THE�MARKS�DESCRIBE�HIM� TO� THE�POLICE� TO� THEIR�HEART�S�
CONTENT��4HEY�HAD�NO�IDEA�HOW�TO�PRODUCE�A�LIKENESS�OF�THE�MAN��!�STOCKY�BLACK�THUG�
THEY�COULD�REPRODUCE�ENDLESSLY�BUT�NOT�SOMEONE�LIKE�3TEVIE��4HEY�COULDN�T�SEE�HIM�IN�
BROAD�DAYLIGHT��MUCH�LESS�LATE�AT�NIGHT��BECAUSE�AS�A�TYPE�HE�DIDN�T�EXIST��4HE�POLICE�HAD�
MORE�PRESSING�CONCERNS�THAN�WORRYING�ABOUT�A�MAN�WHO�HAD�BEFRIENDED�A�GROUP�OF�
TOURISTS��TOOK�THEM�TO�A�BAR�OR�A�CLUB�AND�BOUGHT�THEM�A�ROUND�OF�DRINKS��THE�TOURISTS�
SOMETIME�LATER�REALIZING�THAT�A�FEW�OF�THEIR�WALLETS�WERE�MISSING��4HEIR�DESCRIPTIONS�
WERE�VAGUE�AT�BEST��AND�USUALLY�CONTRADICTORY�
� h7ELL��)�DIDN�T�WANT�TO�ROUSE�ANY�UNNECESSARY�SUSPICIONS�v�HE�SAID��h)�NEVER�
WANT�THEM�EVEN�TO�CONSIDER�ME�A�SUSPECT��AND�)�CAN�T�REALLY�DO�THAT�IF�)�JUST�UP�AND�
DISAPPEAR��)�MEAN��THAT�WOULD�BE�TOO�OBVIOUS��WOULDN�T�IT��7AY�TOO��.OT�TO�MENTION�
UTTERLY�LACKING�IN�������WHAT�S�THE�RIGHT�WORD��4ACT��MAYBE�THAT�S�IT�v�(E�WAS�SMILING��
RIDING�A�RIFF�
� !NOTHER�OF�3TEVIE�S�SPECIALTIES�WAS�HIS�ABILITY�TO�OUTDRINK�WHATEVER�GROUP�HE�
ATTACHED�HIMSELF�TO��.O�MATTER�HOW�THEY�PUT�IT�AWAY��HE�KEPT�UP��OR�AT�LEAST�APPEARED�
TO��AND�THERE�ALWAYS�CAME�THE�MOMENT�WHEN�EVERYONE�WAS�TERRIBLY�SOUSED��3TEVIE��TOO��
EVIDENTLY	�AND�WOULDN�T�IT�BE�A�GOOD�IDEA�TO�GO�SOMEWHERE�AND�HAVE�SOME�REAL�FUN��
YOU�KNOW��THE�KIND�.EW�9ORK�OFFERS�BEHIND�CLOSED�DOORS��h$IDN�T�YOU�SAY�SOMETHING�
ABOUT�THAT��3TEVIE��#OME�ON��@FESS�UP��)�BET�YOU�KNOW�LOTS�OF�PLACES�LIKE�THAT�v�/NE�OF�
THE�BOYS�POKED�HIM�IN�THE�RIBS��4HE�WOMEN�MADE�EYES�AT�HIM��h9ES��YOU�KNOW����7HAT�
ABOUT�THAT�0LATO�S�0LACE�v�4HEY�WERE�ASKING�ABOUT�A�SEX�CLUB�THAT�HAD�CLOSED�IT�DOORS�A�
QUARTER�OF�A�CENTURY�AGO��7ELL��WHAT�OF�IT��h9OU�VE�BEEN�TO�PLACES�LIKE�THAT��)�M�SURE�v
� /R�PERHAPS�THE�MEN�WERE�HEADING�OFF�TO�THE�PISSER�TO�LET�GO�OF�THE�BEER��AND�
THE� SUBJECT�WOULD� COME�UP��!ND� THEN�� h*ESUS�#HRIST��WE�WERE� JUMPED�BACK� THERE��
4HEY�CAME�OUT�OF�NOWHERE�v�!ND�3TEVIE�WAS� STANDING� RIGHT� THERE�WITH� THEM��WITH�
BLOOD�POURING�OUT�OF�HIS�LIP��4HAT�WAS�YET�ANOTHER�OF�HIS�TRICKS��GIVING�HIMSELF�A�SPLIT�
LIP���.OT�TO�MENTION�PILING�ON�TWO�DRUNKS�WITHOUT�THEM�GETTING�WISE��!RMY�MARTIAL�
ARTS�TRAINING�CAME�IN�VERY�HANDY�SOMETIMES�	�h"UNCHA�GUYS�JUMPED�US�WHEN�WE�WERE�
OUT�IN�THE�ALLEY�PISSING��(ELEN�v
� !ND�3TEVIE�WOULD�RELUCTANTLY�SAY�IT�WAS�TIME�FOR�HIM�TO�GO�
� 7E� LOOKED� AT� HIM�� HALF� BELIEVING� HIM�� HALF� WONDERING� WHAT� PART� WAS�
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EXAGGERATED� JUST�A�WEE�BIT��BUT�MAINLY�ASKING�OURSELVES�HOW�HE�MANAGED� TO�PULL� IT�
OFF�
� 7E�COULD�UNDERSTAND�PARTS�BUT�����h@4HE�DRUMMER�INITIATES�THE�TRANCE��YET�HE�
ALONE�DOES�NOT�SUCCUMB�TO�IT���/LD�(AITIAN�PROVERB��$ID�)�EVER�TELL�YOU�ABOUT�THE�TIME�
)�WAS�DOWN�THERE�v
� 0ERHAPS�HIS�MOST�FAMOUS�COUP�WAS�THE�TIME�HE�TOOK�THE�TWO�WOBBLY�COUPLES�
DOWNTOWN�IN�A�CAB��HE�IN�THE�BACK�SEAT�IN�THE�MIDDLE�BETWEEN�THE�TWO�LADIES��THEIR
HUSBANDS�BOISTEROUS�AND�THOROUGHLY�INEBRIATED�AND�PERHAPS�NOT�ENTIRELY�COMFORTABLE�
WITH�THEIR�WOMAN�FALLING�ALL�OVER�A�GOOD�LOOKING�BLACK�MAN�IN�THE�BACK�OF�THE�TAXI�BUT�
WHAT�THE�HECK��IT�S�.EW�9ORK�AND�HE�S�TAKING�US�DOWNTOWN�TO�SOME�SORT�OF�SHOW��!�
SEXCAPADE��!ND�WHEN�THEY�GOT�OUT�OF�THE�CAB��*AIME�SHRUGGED�AT�THE�HUSBANDS�AS�IF�TO�
SAY��)�COULDN�T�KEEP�@EM�OFF�ME�
� h,ET�ME�PAY�FOR�THE�CAB�v�HE�SAID�GAMELY��(E�DID��AND�THEN�HE�HELPED�THE�TWO�
COUPLES�GET�UP�ONTO�THE�SIDEWALK��AND�WALKED�THEM�OVER�TO�THE�CLUB��GOT�THEM�INSIDE�
AND�QUICKLY�DEPARTED��(ALF�AN�HOUR�LATER�WHEN�THEY�WERE�lNISHING�THEIR�lRST�OR�SECOND�
ROUND�BROUGHT�TO�THEM�BY�THE����S�NAKED�WOMAN�IN�THE�STRIP�CLUB��THEY�REALIZED�THAT�
NOT�ONE�OF�THEM�HAD�THEIR�WALLETS��.OT�ONE��.OT�IN�THEIR�COAT�POCKETS��NOT�IN�THEIR�
PURSES�
� 3TEVIE�CLAIMED�HE�HAD�DONE�IT�ALL�WHILE�THEY�WERE�RIDING�IN�THE�CAB�
� h4HE�GUY�IN�THE�FRONT�SEAT��TOO��THE�ONE�SITTING�NEXT�TO�THE�DRIVER��(IM��TOO�v
� 7E�ROARED�WITH�DISBELIEF��h#OME�ON��MAN�v
� !FTER�SOME�PRODDING�BY�THE�REST�OF�US��3TEVIE�ALLOWED�AS�TO�HOW�MAYBE�HE�HAD�
GOTTEN�THAT�ONE�HELPING�THE�POOR�SOT�UP�ONTO�THE�SIDEWALK�
� h4HOSE�COBBLESTONES�IN�THE�7EST�6ILLAGE�ARE�REALLY�TREACHEROUS��YOU�KNOW�v�
*AIME�SAID��A�COMEDIAN�S�CONCERN�ETCHED�ON�HIS�FACE��h*UST�TRY�WALKING�ON�THEM�IF�YOU�
HAVEN�T�DONE� IT�BEFORE��9OU�GET�YOUR� FOOT� TWISTED�BETWEEN� TWO�OF� THOSE�OLD�BRICKS��
DOWN�YOU�GO��)�THINK�)�GOT�THE�WALLET�HALFWAY�OUT�AS�WE�WERE�GETTING�INTO�THE�CAB�AND�
THEN�IT�SORT�OF�FELL�INTO�MY�HANDS�LATER��WHEN�WE�WERE�NEGOTIATING�THE�COBBLESTONES��
7HAT�)�MEAN�TO�SAY�IS����v
� h%NOUGH��3TEVIE��0LEASE�v
� h3HUT�UP�ALREADY�v
� h3TEVIE�HAS�NEVER�BEEN�INTRODUCED�TO�THE�BASIC�LAWS�OF�PHYSICS�v�0IETRO�WOULD�
DROLLY�PUT�IN�
� h!ND�HE�INTENDS�TO�KEEP�IT�THAT�WAY�FOR�AS�LONG�AS�HE�CAN�v�2YAN�ADDED�BEFORE�
3TEVIE�COULD�WIND�UP�AGAIN�
� h)T�S�BETTER�IF�)�DON�T�KNOW��REALLY�v�HE�SAID�IN�HIS�DEFENSE��h)T�WOULD�JUST�CRAMP�
MY�STYLE�v�!ND�THEN�WENT�BACK�TO�EXPLAINING�HOW�HE�DID�IT��OVER�OUR�HOWLS��7E�WERE�
CLUTCHING�OUR�STOMACHS�TO�KEEP�FROM�FALLING�OVER�
� /NE�THING�FOR�CERTAIN��WHEN�WE�CAME�IN�AT�THE�BEGINNING�OF�THE�NIGHT�AND�SAW�
3TEVIE�HAD�A�SPLIT�LIP�THAT�WAS�HEALING�UP��WE�D�KNOWN�HE�D�BEEN�BUSY�THE�NIGHT�BEFORE�
� )�SAT�THERE�IN�ONE�OF�THE�ROOMS�BY�MYSELF��BECAUSE�)�CAME�ON�THE�EARLY�SIDE��EVEN�
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THOUGH�THERE�WAS�NO�ESTABLISHED�TIME�PER�SE��"UT�)�USUALLY�SHOWED�UP�lRST�� )� SAT� THERE�
BLOWING�ON�MY�COFFEE�AND�LISTENING�TO�THE�EYE�PATCHES�GOING�4HUMP��4HUMP��4HUMPA�
4HUMP4HUMP��7HILE�PIANO�MUSIC�DRIFTED�UP�FROM�THE�mOOR�BELOW��THE�CHORUS�STARTED�
BELTING� OUT� A� NUMBER�� WITH� THE� BLACK� PLASTIC� ACCOMPANYING� THE� ENSEMBLE� ALL� THE� WAY�
THROUGH��2YAN�WOULD�STICK�HIS�HEAD�IN�THE�DOOR�AND�SAY��h#OME�ON��*IM��WE�RE�IN�ROOM���
����v�AND�HE�D�LEAD�ME�TO�THE�SMALL�ROOM�ON�THE�TOP�mOOR��A�SORT�OF�ADDON�TO�THE�BUILDING�
AND�THE�SAFEST�ROOM�OF�THE�BUNCH�IF�YOU�DIDN�T�WANT�TO�BE�DISCOVERED�
� 2YAN�WE�ONLY�SAW�FROM�TIME�TO�TIME�����(E�WAS�FORTY�GOING�ON�FOURTEEN��(IS�
VOICE�HAD�NEVER�DROPPED�
� !LL�OF�THE�MEN�HAD�VERY�STRICT�SCHEDULES��4HEY�WORKED�THE�STREETS�HARD�AND�
PROMPTLY�DISAPPEARED��4HEY�HAD�OTHER�THINGS�TO�DO��USUALLY�OUT�OF�TOWN��OR�AT�LEAST�
FAR�OUT�OF�SIGHT�OF�4IMES�3QUARE��!ND�OF�COURSE�IT�WASN�T�A�BAD�THING�TO�MAKE�YOURSELF�
SCARCE�FOR�AS�LONG�AS�YOU�COULD��MONTHS�AT�A�TIME�IF�YOU�COULD�MANAGE�IT��2YAN�TOOK�
THAT� TO� THE� NTH� DEGREE�� HE� WOULD� SOMETIMES� BE� AWAY� FOR� SIX� MONTHS�� (E� WORKED�
METHODICALLY��FANATICALLY��FEVERISHLY��HE�HAD�A�GOAL��HE�WAS�GOING�TO�WALK�FROM�)STANBUL�
TO�"AKU��(E�RARELY�ATE��HE�PREFERRED�TO�DUMPSTER�DIVE�AND��LIKE�0IETRO��HE�RARELY�JOINED�
IN�WHEN�ENOUGH�OF�US�HAD�HAD�A�GOOD�NIGHT�AND�FELT�LIKE�BLOWING�A�LITTLE�CHANGE��(E�
DIDN�T�LIKE�THE�IDEA�OF�BECOMING�OUR�LITTLE�MARK��THROWING�MONEY�AWAY�
� h.OT�WHY�)�M�OUT�HERE��*IM�v�HE�TOLD�ME��h4HIS�IS�A�lXED�TIMEFRAME�GIG�AND�
)�HAVE�TO�ABIDE�BY�THAT�v�OR�SOMETHING�ELSE�EMINENTLY�REASONABLE��5NLESS�OF�COURSE�WE�
STOOD�HIM�A�ROUND�OR�TWO��"UT�NO��HE�WAS�NO�MOOCHER��(E�DRANK�A�BIT�AND�THEN�WENT�
ON�HIS�WAY�
� 2YAN��LIKE�0IETRO��TALKED�VERY�LITTLE�ABOUT�THE�ACTUAL�WORK��(E�TALKED�ABOUT�
ANYTHING�ELSE��BUT�HE�LIKED�TO�GIVE�ADVICE�
� h)� SAW� YOU�� *IM��WITH� THAT� GUY�ON���TH�3TREET� AND�%IGHTH�!VENUE����� ,AST�
NIGHT��WAS�IT��9OU�HAD�EVERYTHING�GOING�ALONG�lNE��THE�MAN�WAS�PRACTICALLY�BENT�OVER�
LOOKING�AT�SOMETHING�ON�THE�STREET�v
� h4HAT�ONE��RIGHT��)�REMEMBER��)�THREW�A�BILL�ONTO�THE�SIDEWALK�FOR�BAIT��(E�WAS�
THE�GREEDY�TYPE�AND�WENT�RIGHT�FOR�IT�v
� h7ELL��WHAT�YOU�DIDN�T�SEE�WAS�THAT�A�COP�WAS�STANDING�ON�THE�CORNER�THIRTY�
FEET�AWAY�WATCHING�THE�WHOLE�THING�v
� h!Y��FUCKING�*ESUS�v
� h,UCKY�FOR�YOU��)�WENT�UP�TO�/FlCER�'ILHOOLEY��ASKED�HIM�FOR�DIRECTIONS��AND�
GOT�HIM�ALL�INVOLVED�IN�TELLING�ME�HOW�TO�GET�TO�THE�7ALDORF��)�LOOKED�AS�LOST�AS�A�STRAY�
CHILD��"Y�THE�TIME�)�WAS�lNISHED�WITH�HIM��YOU�WERE�LONG�GONE�v
� h!ND�)�BET�THE�MAN�HAD�NO�IDEA�WHAT�HAPPENED�TO�HIM�v
� h(E� SEEMED� OKAY�� (AD� A� BIG� SMILE� ON� HIS� FACE�� *UST� FOUND� MONEY� ON� THE�
STREET��7HAT�YOU�MIGHT�WANT�TO�DO�NEXT�TIME�v
� h)�OWE�YOU�ONE�v
� (E�LIKED�TO�TAUNT�ME�ABOUT�MY�KNOWLEDGE��MY�SKILL��(E�ALWAYS�CALLED�ME�
hEDUCATED�v� )T� IS� TRUE� )� SPENT� SOME�TIME� IN�COLLEGE��AND�)�HAD�PRETENSIONS� TO�BEING�
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A�WRITER��"UT�THE�GIST�OF� THE�MATTER�WAS�THAT�WE�WERE�CUT� FROM�THE�SAME�.EW�9ORK�
CLOTH�BUT�HAD�TURNED�OUT�DIFFERENTLY��2YAN�EDUCATED�HIMSELF��AND�TRAVELED��(E�WALKED�
EVERYWHERE��AND�IF�THE�MYTH�WAS�TO�BE�BELIEVED��HAD�TAKEN�TWO�YEARS�TO�WALK�FROM�4EXAS�
TO�"RAZIL��TO�VISIT�A�WOMAN��A�GIRLFRIEND�HE�HAD�MET�ONE�NIGHT�IN�4IMES�3QUARE��)�WENT�
TO�SCHOOL��AND�READ�BOOKS��UNTIL�CONTINGENCIES�FORCED�ME�TO�MAKE�RADICAL�CHANGES�IN�
MY�EXISTENCE��9ET�FOR�ALL�THE�BOOKS�)�HAD�READ��HE�REGARDED�ME�AS�A�KIND�OF�SOPHISTICATED�
IGNORANT�
� h9OU�KNOW�WHAT�THIS�BUILDING�WAS��DON�T�YOU��9OU�RE�A�WRITER��AREN�T�YOU�
� h9EAH�v
� h7ELL��THEN��YOU�SHOULD�KNOW�v
� h,ET�ME�GUESS��)T�S�IN�4IMES�3QUARE��SO�)�WON�T�LOSE�ANY�MONEY�IF�)�SAY�IT�WAS�A�
NIGHT�CLUB�OF�SOME�SORT�v
� h9OU�RE�NOT�FAR�OFF��)T�WAS�A�DANCE�HALL�BACK�IN�THE�4WENTIES�v
� h2EALLY�v
� h$IME�A�DANCE��4HE�WOMEN�WHO�WORKED�HERE�WERE�KNOWN�AS� @4AXI�'IRLS��
BECAUSE�YOU�TOOK�THEM�FOR�SHORT�RIDES��!LL�THE�MEN�IN�.EW�9ORK�WERE�IN�AND�OUT�OF�
THIS�BUILDING�AT�LEAST�ONCE��&AMOUS�WRITERS��TOO��9OU�D�BE�SURPRISED�WHO�v
� h)�LL�NEVER�GUESS�IN�A�MILLION�YEARS�v
� h!ND�)�WON�T�TELL�YOU��EITHER�v
� !ND�WE�LEFT�IT�AT�THAT��UNTIL�ANOTHER�SUBJECT�CAME�UP�WHERE�HE�COULD�NEEDLE�
ME�ABOUT�MY�ABJECT�IGNORANCE�
� h.EW�9ORK�#ITY�IS�A�SERIES�OF�ISLANDS�WITH�PRESSURE�POINTS��A�BEING�WITH�NODES��
WITH�GLANDS�v�2YAN�WAS�OFF�AND�RUNNING��h7HEN�THE�TIME�COMES�AND�WE�ARE�PUSHED�
ALL�THE�WAY�OUT�OF�4IMES�3QUARE��WE�WILL�SIMPLY�SHIFT�TO�ANOTHER�SPOT��THE�EXACT�SAME�
ONE�INHABITED�BY�OUR�PREDECESSORS�A�HUNDRED�YEARS�AGO��7E�LL�SET�UP�SHOP�THERE�JUST�AS�
THEY�DID��WITHOUT�BEING�ANY�THE�WISER�v�(E�WAS�WAXING�PHILOSOPHICAL�NOW��h#ONSIDER�
4IMES�3QUARE�AS�A�KIND�OF�WETLANDS��AN�AREA�WITH�A�DIVERSITY�OF�SPECIES�UNDER�PROTECTED�
STATUS��4HE�VARIOUS�SPECIES�INTERMINGLE��AND�TRADE�THEIR�VARIOUS�BIOLOGICAL�CONTRIBUTIONS�
BEFORE�CONTINUING�ON�THEIR�MIGRATIONS���v
� 4HE�YOUNG�2USSIAN�GOT�BY�ON�A�BEAUTIFUL�AMALGAM�OF�BRAWN�AND�CHARM��(E�WAS�
A�STUDENT�DURING�THE�DAY��MORE�OR�LESS�PENNILESS��LIVING�ON�WHATEVER�HIS�PARENTS�SENT�HIM�
FROM�-OSCOW��WHICH�WASN�T�MUCH��(E�WAS�ON�ONE�SIDE�OF�TWENTY�YEARS�OLD��BLOND�AND�
FRIENDLY��IN�HIS�lRST�YEAR�OF�ENGINEERING�SCHOOL��3KINNY�AS�A�RAIL�BUT�STRONG��(E�WENT�OUT�
ON�THE�LATE�SIDE�AND�POSITIONED�HIMSELF�IN�FRONT�OF�ONE�OF�THE�BUSY�STORES�THAT�STAYED�OPEN�
UNTIL�MIDNIGHT��(E�HAD�A�SIGN�HE�PROPPED�UP�ON�THE�SIDEWALK��h#AN�,IFT�7HOLE�&AMILY�v�
!ND�HE�STOOD�THERE��IMPROBABLY�DARING�ALL�COMERS��0EOPLE�WALKED�BY�AND�LAUGHED��LOOKING�
AT�HIM�QUICKLY��BUT�EVENTUALLY�A�COUPLE�WOULD�STOP�AND�ASK�DIRECTIONS��AND�HE�WOULD�TELL�
THEM��2OCKEFELLER�#ENTER�THAT�WAY��4HE�SUBWAY�
� 3UBWAY��YES��BUT�DEPENDS�ON�WHERE�IT�IS�YOU�GO��!ND�THEY�SAW�HE�WASN�T�SOME�
SORT�OF�MADMAN��THAT�HE�WAS�KIND��(E�WAS�JUST�A�KID��AND�A�GOOD�ONE��TOO�
� "EFORE�THEY�LEFT��HE�SAID��h$ON�T�GO��)�LIFT�YOU�v
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� !ND�THE�COUPLE�PAUSED�IN�MIDSTEP��.O��NO��NO��THEY�WOULD�SAY�IF�THEY�WERE�
TOURISTS��IF�THEY�WERE�.EW�9ORKERS��MAYBE�THEY�WERE�UP�FOR�THE�DARE�
� h.O��YOU�CAN�T�v
� h)�CAN�������)�DO�FOR�FREE�v
� 3AY�NO�MORE�TO�A�REAL�.EW�9ORKER�BUT�NOW�THE�TOURIST�WAS�CONFUSED��(E�WAS�
OFFERING�AN�IMPOSSIBILITY��SOMETHING�INCREDIBLE�������FOR�FREE�
� h9OU�HELP�ME��"USINESS�SLOW�RIGHT�NOW��-AN�OVER�THERE�TAKE�PHOTO�IF�YOU�WANT�v
� !ND�THE�COUPLE�SAT�IN�THE�TWO�BUCKETS�HE�MADE�OUT�OF�HIS�ARMS��AND�HE�LIFTED�
THEM�LIKE�IT�WAS�NOTHING�
� )F�HE�WAS�IN�A�GOOD�MOOD��THE�2USSIAN�PARADED�THEM�AROUND�THE�SIDEWALK�A�
LITTLE�BEFORE�HE�PUT�THEM�DOWN�
� !ND�OF�COURSE�THEY�GAVE�HIM�SOME�MONEY��MUCH�MORE�THAN�HE�WOULD�HAVE�
ASKED�FOR�IF�THEY�HAD�AGREED�AT�THE�OUTSET�
� /THER�PEOPLE�SAW�IT�AND�WERE�INTRIGUED��7HOLE�FAMILY��EH��%VERY�ONE�OF�US��
!LL�SEVEN��9OU�RE�ON��PARDNER��!ND�MORE�PEOPLE�CAME�OVER�AND�BEGAN�TALKING�TO�HIM�
� !ND�NOW�ANOTHER�ASPECT�OF�HIS�ART�CAME�INTO�PLAY��(E�WAS�2USSIAN��A�YOUNG�KID�
WHO�COULD�SPEAK�A�LITTLE�%NGLISH��WHO�WAS�EARNEST�AND�DECENT��!MERICANS�WERE�CONDITIONED�
TO�THINK�OF�2USSIANS�AS�THE�ENEMY�FOR�SO�LONG����AND�YET�THEY�HAD�NEVER�MET�ONE��4HEY�D�
HEARD�ALL�ABOUT�THE�2USSIAN�BEAR��HOW�FEARSOME�HE�WAS��HOW�HE�WANTED�EVERYTHING�IN�THE�
WHOLE�WORLD�FOR�HIMSELF��AND�HERE�HE�WAS��STANDING�RIGHT�THERE�IN�FRONT�OF�HIM�IN�THE�FORM�
OF�A�GAWKY�YOUNG�KID�WHO�WAS�GOING�TO�LIFT�THE�ENTIRE�FAMILY�
� !ND�HE�DID��ALL�lVE�OF�THEM��AND�HE�SMILED�AS�HE�WAS�DOING�IT�
� "EFORE�YOU�KNEW�IT��HE�HAD�A�LINE�FOR�HIS�SERVICES�
� !ND�NOW�CAME�THE�TRICKY�PART��)F�THERE�WERE�A�FEW�FAMILIES��OR�COUPLES�WAITING�
AROUND�FOR�HIS�CIRCUS�ACT��MILLING�AROUND�THE�CORNER�LOOKING�AT�THE�SKETCH�ARTISTS�OR�
PEERING�IN�THE�STORE�WINDOWS��HE�HAD�TO�CHOOSE��(IS�NOVELTY�ACT�ONLY�TOOK�HIM�SO�FAR��
AND�HE�HAD�BIGGER�THINGS�IN�MIND�THAN�LIFTING�FATSOS�THREE�NIGHTS�A�WEEK�
� (E�HAD�TO�CHOOSE�
� /F�COURSE�HE�LIFTED�EVERYONE�WHO�PAID��)T�WAS�EASY�TO�DO��AS�HARD�AS�IT�LOOKED�
TO�THEM��(IS�ARMS�HURT�AFTER�AN�HOUR�OR�SO��BUT�HE�ONLY�WORKED�FOR�AN�HOUR�
� (E�HAD�TO�CHOOSE�
� /F�THE�THREE�FAMILIES�WHO�HAD�SPOKEN�TO�HIM�AND�WHO�WERE�WAITING��ONE�WAS�THE�
RIGHT�ONE��/NE�HAD�THE�CORRECT�MIXTURE�OF�GULLIBILITY�AND�GENEROSITY�HE�REQUIRED�
� !ND�HE�HAD�TO�CHOOSE�THE�RIGHT�ONE��)T�WAS�THE�DIFFERENCE�BETWEEN�GOING�HOME�
WITH�����DOLLARS�IN�HIS�POCKET�AND�����
� (E�WAS�LOOKING�FOR�SOMETHING�IN�THEIR�EYES�
� )F�IT�WAS�A�COUPLE��HE�PREFERRED�A�SLIGHTLY�MIDDLEAGED�COUPLE�WITHOUT�CHILDREN��
PEOPLE�WHO�WEREN�T�EVEN�INTERESTED�IN�BEING�LIFTED�BUT�WHO�HAD�STOPPED�TO�TAKE�IN�THE�SCENE��
4HEY�WERE�GOOD�PEOPLE��THE�HUSBAND�A�LITTLE�DULL�BUT�WILLING��THE�WIFE�READY�FOR�ADVENTURE��)F�IT�
WAS�A�FAMILY��THE�CHILDREN�SHOULD�BE�YOUNG��THE�PARENTS�ENGAGING��EVEN�EAGER�TO�TALK�TO�HIM�
� (E�HAD�TO�MOVE�QUICKLY�
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� )F�HE�CHOSE�CORRECTLY�THEY�IMMEDIATELY�RESPONDED�TO�THE�SIMPLEST�QUESTIONS��(E�
PUT�THE�LAST�GROUP�DOWN�ON�THE�SIDEWALK�AND�IMMEDIATELY�TURNED�TO�HIS�MARKS��h9OUR�lRST�
TIME�IN�.EW�9ORK��9ES��)�FROM�2USSIA��%VER�BEEN�THERE�v�3O�MUCH�THE�BETTER�IF�THEY�HAD��
PERHAPS�FOR�AN�ACADEMIC�CONFERENCE�OR�ON�A�BUSINESS�TRIP�OF�SOME�SORT��!ND�HE�KEPT�TALKING�
TO�THESE�PEOPLE�IN�HIS�PIDGEON�%NGLISH��AND�IF�HE�HIT�THE�RIGHT�NOTES��HE�GOT�LUCKY��AND�ONE�
OF�THE�TWO�PULLED�THE�OTHER�ASIDE��THEY�DISCUSSED�IT��AND�THEN�THE�HUSBAND�PUT�HIS�HAND�OUT�
AND�SAID��h#OME�ON��LET�S�GO��7E�LL�TREAT�YOU�v
� (E�NEVER�ROBBED�ANYONE��(E�NEVER�HAD�TO��4HEY�TOOK�HIM�OUT�TO�DINNER��THEY�
CONVERSED��THEY�WERE�PROUD�OF�THE�FACT�THAT�THEIR�TRIP�TO�.EW�9ORK�HAD�BROUGHT�A�2USSIAN�
THEIR�WAY��A�STRUGGLING�YOUNG�STUDENT�WHOM�THEY�COULD�HELP�OUT��!ND�WHY�SHOULDN�T�THEY�
IF�THEY�HAD�THE�MONEY��&OR�THE�COUPLES�IT�WAS�SOMETHING�ELSE��EVEN�MORE�DELECTABLE�THAN�
DINNER��AND�FOR�HIM��THE�MONEY�WAS�MUCH�BETTER��(E�WAS�A�lNE�SPECIMEN�OF�THE�BOUNDLESS�
ENERGY�OF�EARLY�MANHOOD��(E�MUST�HAVE�MADE�THE�LADIES�VERY�HAPPY�
� )�TOOK�IT�AS�SERIOUSLY�AS�ANYONE�ELSE�THE�lRST�TIME�)�HEARD�IT��/H�COME�ON��)�SAID�
� (IM��(E�PROBABLY�WEIGHS�����POUNDS�TOPS��"ESIDES��DOESN�T�HE�HAVE�ANY�BETTER�
WAY�TO�SPEND�HIS�TIME��!ND�THEN�HE�TURNED�UP��SMILING��WITH�HIS�SIGN�UNDER�HIS�ARM�
� h'OOD�EVENING��GUYS�v�HE�SAID�IN�HIS�BEST�%NGLISH��7E�TRADED�NOTES�ON�THE�LAST�
FEW�DAYS�AND�HE�HAD�MADE�AS�MUCH�AS�ANY�OF�US�
� &IRST�OF�ALL��)�COULD�NOT�ACCEPT�HIS�ABILITY�TO�LIFT�SIX�PEOPLE�AT�ONCE��&ORGET�IT��
YOU�JUST�CAN�T��!ND�HE�ARGUED�WITH�ME��OFFERED�TO�LIFT�ME��AND�lNALLY�HE�JUST�SAID��h,ET�
ME�SHOW�YOU�v
� (E�STOOD�UP��DROPPED�THE�LOWER�HALF�OF�HIS�BAGGY�JOGGING�OUTlT��AND�TOOK�TWO�
STEPS�FORWARD�
� -Y�JAW�FELL��(ERE�BEFORE�ME�WERE�THE�lNEST��MOST�DEVELOPED��THE�DENSEST�LEG�
MUSCLES�)�HAD�EVER�SEEN��,ONG��BULGING�MUSCLES��COMPLETELY�HIDDEN�BEHIND�THE�LOOSE�
FOLDS�OF�HIS�PANTS�
� h4OUCH��'O�AHEAD�v
� (E�WAS�ROLLING�THE�MUSCLES�IN�THE�FRONT�OF�HIS�THIGH��)�HAD�NEVER�SEEN�ANYTHING�
LIKE�IT��)�LOOKED�UP�AT�THE�KID��WHO�WAS�BEAMING�
� h)�WAS�KICKBOXING�CHAMPION��-OSCOW��TWO�YEARS�v
� 7E�WERE�ALL�AGOG�AT�THOSE�MUSCLES�
� h.OW�YOU�SEE�HOW�)�MAKE�THE�MONEY�v
� (E�STOOD�THERE�SMILING�SHAMELESSLY��LEERING�AT�HIS�COMRADES�
� h4OUCH�THEM��IF�YOU�LIKE��9OU�ARE�NOT�THE�lRST�v
� 2AY�STROLLED�IN�AT�PRECISELY�AT�THAT�INSTANT�
� h-Y�FRIENDS��)T�S�GOOD�TO�SEE�YOU�AGAIN��HERE�IN�THE�BELLYBUTTON�OF�.EW�9ORK�v
� (E�PAUSED��h(OW�ARE�MY�FAVORITE�SCRAPS�OF�LINT�v
� 3MILES�AND�REJOINDERS�ALL�AROUND���!ND�THEN��BEING�AS�WE�HAD�TIME�TO�KILL��WE�
DISCUSSED�THE�DIFFERENCE�BETWEEN�BELLYBUTTON�AND�NAVEL��AND�HOW�THE�OLD�MAN�HAD�
CHOSEN�THE�BETTER�WORD�	
� !H��2AY��2AY�������IN�SOME�WAYS�)�HARDLY�THINK�OF�HIM�AS�A�MEMBER�OF�THE�GROUP�
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� &OR�ONE�HE�WAS�OLDER�THAN�WE�WERE��IT�WAS�ALMOST�AS�IF�HE�WERE�A�TUTELARY�SPIRIT�
WATCHING�OVER�US��"UT�HE�WAS�THERE�QUITE�FREQUENTLY��PROBABLY�MORE�NIGHTS�THAN�)�WAS�
� (E�HAD� A�PENSION� FROM� THE�MILITARY� TO� KEEP�HIM�GOING�� BENElTS� ACCRUING�
FROM�HIS�SERVICE�IN�6IETNAM��(E�CAME�OUT�BECAUSE�HE�LIKED�TO�TALK��AND�HE�GOT�ON�WELL�
WITH�ALL�OF�US�
� ,IKE�MYSELF��HE�PRACTICED�AN�IMPROVISATIONAL�VERSION�OF�THE�CLASSIC�PICK�POCKET�
ROUTINE�� 7E� WEREN�T� ABOVE� ROLLING� A� FEW� COINS� IN� THE� GUTTER� IF� THAT� CREATED� A� LITTLE�
DIVERSION��7E�WORKED�TOGETHER�WELL��(E�HAD�A�FAST�HAND��7E�WAITED�OUTSIDE�THE�HOTELS��
THE�#ARTER�ON�&ORTY�4HIRD�OR�THE�-ILFORD�0LAZA�ON�%IGHTH�!VENUE��AND�TROLL�AROUND�
UNTIL�THE�TOURISTS�CAME�OUT��3OMEONE�IN�A�HURRY��SOMEONE�WITH�THEIR�WALLET�JAMMED�
IN�THEIR�BACK�POCKET�AT�THE�LAST�SECOND��CROSSING�THE�STREET�AND�RACING�AGAINST�THE�LIGHT��
HEADING�TOWARDS�THE�SUBWAY�ENTRANCE��)�MIGHT�BE�STANDING�ON�THE�OTHER�SIDE��WAVING�
TO� AN� IMAGINARY�PERSON�OR� JUST�MAKING�NOISE�� )T�WAS� ALL� A�QUESTION�OF� TIMING��2AY�
PASSED�THEM�SOUNDLESSLY��A�HARMLESS�OLD�MAN��4HEY�NEVER�FELT�A�THING�
� "UT�ENOUGH�OF�THAT��)T�S�RATHER�PROSAIC��)T�CAN�BE�LEARNED�EASILY�ENOUGH��IT�S�AN�ART�
PRACTICED�IN�ALL�THE�CAPITALS�OF�THE�WORLD��)�WAS�INTERESTED�BECAUSE�)�ADMIRED�THE�SKILL�BEHIND�
IT��THE�ABILITY�TO�mOAT�AND�POUNCE��TO�BE�INVISIBLE��AND�BECAUSE�)�ALWAYS�NEEDED�SOME�CASH�
TO�TIDE�ME�OVER�hUNTIL�v�)�WAS�TALKING�ABOUT�2AY���
� (E� WAS� VERY� GENTLE�� )� REMEMBER� THE� WAY� HIS� EYES� LIT� UP�� JUST� WAITING� FOR� AN�
OPPORTUNITY�TO�LAUGH��)�HALFHEARTEDLY�TRIED�TO�AVOID�TALKING�POLITICS�WITH�HIM�BUT�)�NEVER�
COULD�� OUR� DISAGREEMENTS� CONCEALED� SOME� HIDDEN� PASSION� ON� BOTH� OUR� PARTS�� )� ALWAYS�
IMAGINED�MYSELF�BEING�ON�THE�,EFT��POLITICALLY��BUT�THEY�WOULD�NEVER�HAVE�ME�)�ASKED�
TOO�MANY�QUESTIONS��2AY�HAD�BEEN�IN�6IETNAM��AN�EXPERIENCE�HE�ABSOLUTELY�REFUSED�TO�TALK�
ABOUT��A�HORRORSHOW�THAT�HAD�AFFECTED�HIM�DEEPLY��(E�WAS�0UERTO�2ICAN��A�,ATIN�!MERICAN��
AND�THAT�MADE�THE�MATTER�MORE�PRECISE��YOU�CHOSE�WHERE�YOU�TOOK�YOUR�STAND��!MONG�THE�
LEADERS�IN�THE�7EST�THERE�WAS�NONE�PURE�ENOUGH��NO�ONE�WHO�HAD�ANYTHING�WORTHWHILE�TO�
SAY��4HEY�HAD�ALL�SOLD�OUT��"UT�ON�THE�LEFT��THOSE�DICTATORS�IN�POWER�FOR�LIFE��THEY�COULD�DO�
NO�WRONG��#HAVEZ��GROOMING�HIMSELF�TO�BE�"IG�$ADDY�&IDEL�S�SUCCESSOR�IN�THE�INSPIRATION�
DEPARTMENT��WAS�A�REAL�HERO��7AS�HE�SO�BAD�
� (ADN�T�HE�SOLD�HEATING�OIL�TO�PEOPLE�IN�THE�CHILLY�.ORTHEASTERN�STATES�AT�A�STEEP�
DISCOUNT��$IDN�T�THE�PEOPLE�IN�6ENEZUELA��NOT�TO�MENTION�.ICARAGUA��LOVE�HIM��7HO�
NEEDED�ELECTIONS�ANYWAY��7AS�)�REALLY�GOING�TO�DEFEND�THE�MONGOLOIDS�AND�WHINERS�
ELECTED�TO�OFlCE�ON�A�REGULAR�BASIS�IN�THIS�COUNTRY��)�LOST�THE�ARGUMENT�EVERY�TIME��AND�
QUICKLY�CHANGED�THE�SUBJECT�
� )�REMEMBER�TELLING�HIM�ABOUT�"ARCELONETA�IN�0UERTO�2ICO��THE�TOWN�WHERE�
THEY�MANUFACTURED�6IAGRA� FOR� THE�!MERICAN�PHARMACEUTICAL� CONCERNS�� )� SAID�� )�BET�
THERE�S�A�NOVEL�IN�THAT�TOWN��AND�HE�LOOKED�AT�ME�ABSOLUTELY�AGHAST�
� h0ERISH�THE�THOUGHT�v�HE�SAID�DEVIOUSLY��h0UERTO�2ICANS�ON�6IAGRA��7E�RE�SEX�
MANIACS�AS�IT�IS��4HE�WHOLE�TOWN�MUST�BE�mYING�OFF�ITS�HINGES�v
� h7E�OUGHT�TO�CHECK�IT�OUT��2AY��7HAT�DO�YOU�SAY�TO�A�LITTLE�TRIP�3OUTH�v
� !�SMALL�DARK�CLOUD�CROSSED�2AY�S�FACE��4HERE�WAS�NOTHING�LEFT�IN�0UERTO�2ICO��IT�
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WAS�AN�ABJECT�LITTLE�CONCUBINE�KEPT�ON�A�SHORT�LEASH�BY�THE�%VIL�%MPIRE�IN�7ASHINGTON�
� (E�WOULD�NEVER�RETURN��(E�SAID�IT�SO�EMPHATICALLY�)�DROPPED�THE�SUBJECT��TOO��
AND�WE�WENT�BACK�TO�OUR�CUPS�OF�COFFEE��OR�IN�HIS�CASE��TEA��KILLING�A�LITTLE�MORE�TIME�
BEFORE�OUR�WORK�BEGAN�
� !NOTHER�NIGHT��AND�)�WAS�STANDING�ON�&ORTY�4HIRD�AND�%IGHTH�WHEN�)�SEE�A�
GUY�WHO�WORKS�THE�SAME�NEIGHBORHOOD��)�DON�T�KNOW�WHO�HE�IS��BUT�)�KNOW�A�LITTLE�
BIT�ABOUT�HOW�HE�MAKES�HIS�MONEY��!ND�THEN��HERE�IT�COMES��ANOTHER�BATTLE�OVER�TURF��
*ESUS�#HRIST��IT�S�FREEZING�OUT�HERE��$ON�T�WE�TWO�SPECKS�OF�DUST�HAVE�ANYTHING�BETTER�TO�
DO�THAN�ARGUE�OVER�WHO�GETS�THIS�CORNER��)�USUALLY�LIKE�TO�WALK�AROUND��BUT�NOT�IF�)�M�
PUSHED�
� 9OU�GO��.O��YOU�GO��.O��YOU��7HY�ME��)�WAS�HERE�lRST��9OU�ONLY�COME�HERE�
BECAUSE�YOU�SAW�ME�HERE�BEFORE��9OU�WEREN�T�@HERE��EARLIER�TONIGHT��)�MEAN��EVERY�OTHER�
NIGHT��YOU�DUMB�SON�OF�A�BITCH��)�M�ALWAYS�STANDING�ON�THIS�CORNER�
� )T�S�A�LOUSY�WAY�TO�KILL�TIME�ON�A�COLD�NIGHT��)�WAS�GLAD�WHEN�2AY�SHOWED�UP�
� (UMAN�BEINGS�CAN�lND�A�WAY�TO�lGHT�OVER�@OWNERSHIP��OF�ABSOLUTELY�ANYTHING��
EVEN�A�FRIGID�STREET�CORNER�AT�THE�EDGE�OF�THE�UNIVERSE�
� h#OME�ON�v�2AY�SAID��DRAGGING�ME�AWAY�BEFORE�THINGS�GOT�TOO�SERIOUS��h,ET�S
TAKE�A�WALK�OVER�BY�THE�HOTELS�v
� 4HE�INTERESTING�THING�IS�NOT�THAT�2AY�HAD�AS�MUCH�SUCCESS�ON�THE�STREET�AS�HE�
DID��OR�THAT�HE�NEVER�SPENT�ANY�WEEKENDS�IN�JAIL��AS�WE�SOMETIMES�DID��HE�NEVER�HAD�ANY�
OF�THE�BAD�SCENES�THE�REST�OF�US�WENT�THROUGH��0IETRO�INCLUDED��OF�mYING�DOWN�THE�STREET�
AT�A�TERRIlC�SPEED�WITH�A�PAUNCHY�DETECTIVE�OR�NEW�GRADUATE�OF�THE�0OLICE�!CADEMY�
CLOSE�ON�OUR�HEELS��)T�WAS�THE�SUCCESS�HE�HAD�WITH�THE�LADIES��-AYBE�IT�WAS�THE�MILITARY�
PENSION��IN�THAT�IT�TOOK�THE�PRESSURE�OFF��AND�HE�COULD�RELAX�MORE�THAN�WE�DID��7E�
WERE�A�DRIVEN�BUNCH��WE�WERE�ALL�GOING�SOMEWHERE��AND�WE�WORKED�EACH�WEEK�UNTIL�
WE�HAD�DOUBLE�OR�TRIPLE�OUR�MINIMUM�REQUIREMENT��2AY�WAS�CAREFREE��AS�IF�THAT�WASN�T�
HIS�CONCERN��!ND��NATURALLY��IN�THE�COURSE�OF�AN�EVENING��WE�MET�WOMEN��TOURISTS�AND�
LADIES�WHO�WERE�OUT�LATE�AT�NIGHT�FOR�REASONS�THEY�COULDN�T�POSSIBLY�NAME��2AY�WAS�A�
DISTINGUISHED�SIXTY�YEARS�OLD��LOOKED�YOUNGER��WAS�WELLDRESSED�AND�ENERGETIC��AND�HE�
RARELY�LET�OPPORTUNITIES�SLIP�PAST�
� /NCE�WHEN�WE�WERE�WORKING�TOGETHER�)�MADE�A�QUICK�SWEEP�OF�%IGHTH�!VENUE��
TURNED�AROUND�AND�HE�WAS�GONE��)�HAD�LIFTED�ONE�WALLET�CLEANLY��THE�PERSON�SUSPECTED�
NOTHING�� KEEP�MARCHING� RIGHT� AHEAD� TO�0ORT�!UTHORITY�WITH�BIG� CONlDENT� STRIDES	��
THINGS�WERE�LOOKING�GOOD��AND�NOW�)�COULDN�T�lND�2AY��)�LOOKED�ACROSS�THE�STREET����
THERE�HE�WAS�IN�3MITH�S��SITTING�AT�THE�BAR�WITH�A�CURVACEOUS�VISITOR�TO�OUR�FAIR�CITY��!�
LADY�WHOM�)�LATER�LEARNED�WAS�#ZECH�
� h*ESUS��MAN�� IT�S�COLD�OUT� THERE��9OU�OUGHT� TO�COME� INSIDE�v�HE� SAID�AFTER� )�
CROSSED�THE�STREET�AND�KNOCKED�ON�THE�FRONT�WINDOW�OF�THE�BAR�TO�GET�HIS�ATTENTION��)�
ROLLED�MY�EYES��#OME�BACK�OUT��)�PANTOMIMED��"UT�WHAT�FOR��HE�SAID�WITH�HIS�HANDS�
AND�HIS�SHOULDERS��)T�S�WARM�IN�HERE��!ND�INDEED��IT�LOOKED�VERY�WARM�AND�SNUG�
� .O�PROBLEM��)�WENT�BACK�OUT�TO�THE�STREET�AND�OF�COURSE�IT�WAS�DEAD��ABANDONED�
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BY�ANYONE�WITH�FUNCTIONING�BRAIN�CELLS��)T�WAS�TOO�COLD��AND�THE�FEW�STRAGGLERS�LEFT�ON�
THE�STREET�WERE�BURIED�UNDER�SIX�LAYERS�
� )�SAW�2AY�THREE�OR�FOUR�DAYS�LATER��DAYS�)�HAD�GONE�OUT�ON�MY�OWN�AND�HAD�DONE�
OKAY��ENOUGH��IN�ANY�CASE��TO�GO�OUT�AND�KEEP�COMING�BACK��2AY�WALKED�IN�SMELLING�LIKE�
A�ROSE��RESTED�AND�RELAXED��(E�HAD�SPENT�THE�LAST�THREE�DAYS�WITH�5LLA�IN�HER�HOTEL�ROOM��
WHILE�)�HAD�BEEN�OUT�ON�THE�STREET�FREEZING��)�HAD�ONE�GOOD�NIGHT��THE�lRST	��THEN�A�TERRIBLE�
ONE��AND�lNALLY�ONE�THAT�WASN�T�HALF�BAD�BUT�WHAT�DID�IT�MATTER��)�WAS�OUT�OF�CASH�AGAIN�AND�
BACK�ON�THE�STREET�FOR�MY�FOURTH�NIGHT�STRAIGHT��!ND�HERE�WAS�2AY�REGALING�ME�WITH�STORIES�
OF�THIS�WOMAN��HOW�lNE�SHE�WAS��HOW�VOLUPTUOUS��HOW�GIVING��h7HY��)�M�OLD�ENOUGH�TO�
BE�HER���v�AND�HE�PAUSED�WHILE�HE�COUNTED�THE�YEARS��h(ER�GREAT�GRANDFATHER�v�(E�SAID�
IT�TRIUMPHANTLY��WITH�A�LOOK�OF�BOISTEROUS�AMUSEMENT�ON�HIS�FACE�
� -INE�MUST�HAVE�SAGGED�A�LITTLE�
� h4RY�TO�GET�YOUR�PRIORITIES�STRAIGHT��KID��*OIN�THE�2EVOLUTION��7ORK�ONLY�WHEN�
YOU�HAVE�TO��%VERYTHING�ELSE�IS�A�TRAP�LAID�BY�THE�OLD�SHITS�PULLING�THE�STRINGS�v
�
� 4HE�WRECKING�BALL�ARRIVED�LATE��)T�GOT�CAUGHT�IN�CROSSTOWN�TRAFlC�AND�WAS�HELD�
UP�FOR�lVE�YEARS�DURING�WHICH�TIME�THE�6ICE#HAIRMAN�IN�CHARGE�OF�THE�#OMMITTEE�FOR�
(ISTORICAL�-AINTENANCE��/BLITERATION�OF�-EMORY�SUBSECTION	�lLED�PAPERS�IN�TRIPLICATE�ON�
BEHALF�OF�AN����STORY�HOTEL�BUILT�OUT�OF�RECYCLED��SEETHROUGH�3TYROFOAM��4HE�WRECKING�
BALL�SQUATTED�ON�ITS�HAUNCHES�AND�WENT�TO�WORK��LEAVING�THE�PIANOS�SUSPENDED�IN�MIDAIR��
THE�CHORUS�AND�ACTORS�STILL�CLAMBERING�ENTHUSIASTICALLY�UP�AND�DOWN�THE�ROTTING�STAIRWAYS�AD�
ETERNITATEM��THE�TAXI�GIRLS�PUFlNG�AWAY�ON�THE�lRE�ESCAPE��BITCHING�ABOUT�WHAT�A�SLOW�NIGHT�
IT�IS�NOWADAYS�WHAT�WITH�NOBODY�COMING�BY��9OU�CAN�HEAR�THE�BITCHING�AND�THE�SINGING�IF�
YOU�LEAN�IN�CLOSE�TO�THE�PIT�WHERE�THE�BUILDING�USED�TO�STAND�
� 4HE�#OUNCIL��OF�COURSE��HAS� SPLIT�� JUST� LIKE�2YAN�SAID�WE�WOULD��BLOWN�FAR�
AND�WIDE�ACROSS�THE�MAP��LEAVING�NO�TRACES�BEHIND��)�SUPPOSE�NO�ONE�IS�LOOKING�FOR�US�
EITHER�BUT�YOU�CAN�SEE�WHAT�S�BECOME�OF�THE�PLACE�SINCE�WE�LEFT�
� 4HIS�IS�WHAT�)�KNOW��3TEVIE�BECAME�TACITURN�FOR�THE�lRST�TIME�IN�HIS�LIFE�AND�
BOUGHT�A�HOUSE� IN�0HILLY� IN�A�NEIGHBORHOOD� FULL�OF�OTHER� TACITURNS�WHO�WANTED� TO�
ENJOY�THEIR�TACITURNITY�WITHOUT�ANY�BIG�TALKERS�BARGING�IN�TO�DISTURB�THEM��)�GOT�A�CARD�
FROM�2YAN�POSTMARKED�%L�-OZOTE��3ALVADOR��2AY�IS�LAUGHING�OUT�LOUD��YODELING�HER�
GREATGREATGREAT'2%!4�GRANDFATHER�UP�AND�DOWN�THE�'RAND�#ONCOURSE��THE�YOUNG�
2USSIAN�IS�SITTING�AT�A�DRAFTING�TABLE�SOMEWHERE�IN�-OSCOW��AND�HITTING�THE�CLUBS�AT�
NIGHT��NO�DOUBT��0IETRO�IS�HUNKERED�DOWN�WITH�HIS�SAVINGS�IN�"ROOKLYN��WHERE�HE�LIVES�
QUIETLY�AND�ILLEGALLY�IN�A�CHILLY�OLD�WAREHOUSE��PAINTS�)TALIAN�LANDSCAPES�AND�CHUCKLES�
ABOUT� HIS� PREVIOUS� ENGAGEMENTS�� AND� )�THE� LEAST� OF� THE� GANG�� THE� ONE� WHO� NEVER�
COMPLETELY�MASTERED�THE�ART�BUT�DEPENDED�ON�HIS�FRIENDS�TO�KEEP�HIM�OUT�OF�HARM�S�
WAY��WHO�THREW�HIMSELF�INTO�IT�LATE�IN�THE�GAME�)�AM�WRITING�THIS�

4HE�%ND
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,ETTERS�FROM�3OUTHERN�3UDAN
4O�-ARIA�4EUTSCH�$URING�THE�3UMMER�OF�����

4HE�SMALL�DAILY�ROUTINES�THAT�HAVE�STARTED�TO�FORM�THE�FABRIC�OF�MY�LIFE�HERE�IN�9EI��!S�
)�SIT��WAITING�FOR�MY�SUPERVISOR�TO�ARRIVE�FROM�THE�NORTH��SHE�S�BEEN�STRANDED�FOR�A�

WEEK�DUE�TO�THE�RAINS	�AND�GIVE�ME�SOMETHING��!.94().'��TO�DO��)�SPEND�MY�TIME�
READING�UP�ON�3UDAN��EXPLORING�THE�TOWN��AND�SETTLING�INTO�THE�RHYTHMS�OF�LIFE�HERE��
CHILLY�NIGHTS��BLAZING�HOT�MORNINGS�AND�EARLY�AFTERNOONS��THEN�THE�MOST�REMARKABLE�
THUNDER�LIGHTNING�STORMS�IN�THE�AFTERNOON��DURING�WHICH�)�SIT�ON�THE�PORCH�OF�MY�TENT�
AND��ENCHANTED��WATCH�THE�RAINS�POUR�DOWN�
� 4HE�HIGHLIGHT�OF�MY�DAYS��AND�SEEMINGLY�FOR�THE�LOCALS�AS�WELL��IS�MY�MORNING�
JOG�WALK��7HILE�MOST�OFTEN��)�AM�GREETED�WITH�GUFFAWS��SHRILLING�SHRIEKS�OF�DISBELIEF�
�AT�THIS�CRAZY�-ZUNGU�WOMAN�RUNNING�DOWN�THE�ROAD��WITH�NO�APPARENT�DESTINATION	�
AND�THE�INEVITABLE�CATCALLING��LATELY�)�APPEAR�TO�HAVE�ACQUIRED�CHEERING�SQUADS��*UST�
THIS�MORNING��AS�)�PASSED�BY�ONE�OF�THE�HUTS�WITH�WHOSE�INHABITANTS�)�VE�DEVELOPED�A�
FRIENDLY�RAPPORT��)�WAS�GREETED�BY�AN�ELDERLY�MALE�WITH��h-ADAME��YOU�ARE�IN�GOOD�
FORM�TODAY�v�)�MUST�HAVE�BEEN�LAGGING�WHEN�)�RETURNED����MINUTES�LATER��FOR�THEN�HIS�
WORDS�WERE��h7HAT� IS�WRONG�ARE�YOU�OKAY�MADAME�v�)N�ADDITION�TO�THE�CHILDREN�
WHO�FOLLOW�ME�� SQUEALING�WITH� LAUGHTER�� THERE�S�ALSO� THE�BEANSELLER��A� SPRIGHTLY�OLD�
LADY�WHO�LIFTS�HER�ARMS�VICTORIOUSLY�EACH�TIME�)�RUN�BY�AND�PROCEEDS�TO�JOG�WITH�ME�
FOR�ABOUT����FEET��)�ALWAYS�MAKE�AN�OVERT�DISPLAY�OF�DISAPPOINTMENT�WHEN�SHE�STARTS�TO�
RUN�OUT�OF�BREATH�
� )� THINK� )� MUST� HAVE� GAINED� SOME� LEVEL� OF� ACCEPTANCE�� SINCE� THE� HOWLS� OF�
LAUGHTER�THAT�ACCOMPANIED�ME�LAST�WEEK�SEEM�TO�HAVE�SETTLED�INTO�MERE�CHUCKLES��
/NE�OF�MY�BIGGEST�ACHIEVEMENTS�THUS�FAR��HAS�BEEN�lNDING�THE�ONLY�STOREOWNER�IN�
TOWN�WHO�HAS�DIET�COKES��AND�REFRIGERATED�ONES�	�HE�S�MY�NEW�BEST�FRIEND��!ND�SO�
WHEN�)�M�REALLY�BORED��)�WALK�THE�MILE�INTO�TOWN��SIT�ON�HIS�PORCH��WHERE�THERE�IS�A�
BENCH�AND�USUALLY�A�GROUP�OF�MEN�PLAYING�CHESS�AND�SAVOR�THE�OPPORTUNITY�TO�JUST�
SIT�AND�BE�THE�OBSERVER��RATHER�THAN�THE�OBSERVED�
� 4HIS�REGION�IS�A�VIBRANT�MIX�OF�SO�MANY�ETHNIC�GROUPS�THAT�)�CAN�T�KEEP�THEM�
ALL�STRAIGHT��BUT�BY�FAR�THE�MOST�COLORFUL�ARE�THE�$INKA��WITH�THEIR�FASCINATING�FACIAL�
SCARRING��4HERE� ARE� ALSO� THE�!CHOLI��WHO�HAVE� ESCAPED� FROM� THE�WAR� IN�.ORTHERN�
5GANDA��AND�EVEN�-ASAI�FROM�+ENYA��-ERCIFULLY��%NGLISH�IS�THE�LANGUAGE�OF�CHOICE�
HERE��AND�VIRTUALLY�EVERYONE�KNOWS�IT��4HOSE�3UDANESE�WHO�DIDN�T�KNOW�IT�BEFORE�
THE�WAR�LEARNED�IT�DURING�THEIR�MANY�YEARS�IN�EXILE�IN�5GANDA��!PPARENTLY��THE�ROUTE�
THAT�THE�,2!��,ORD�S�2ESISTANCE�!RMY	�GENERALLY�TAKES�ENTERING�INTO�3UDAN�IS�JUST�
THREE�MILES�UP�FROM�OUR�COMPOUND��'REAT��9EI�IS�ALSO�THE�REGIONAL�HEADQUARTERS�FOR�
THE�30,!��3UDANESE�0EOPLE�S�,IBERATION�!RMY	��AS�WELL�AS�THE�ECONOMIC�HUB�OF�THE�
AREA��SINCE�THIS�IS�THE�CUSTOMS�TOWN�THERE�ARE�HUNDREDS�OF�TRUCKS�COMING�FROM�THE�
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#ONGO��5GANDA��:AMBIA��4ANZANIA��%NYA��EVEN�3OUTH�!FRICA��EVERY�DAY��)�VE�LEARNED�
TO�RECOGNIZE�THEM�FROM�THEIR�TAGS�
� 4HE�BEAUTY�OF�IT�ALL� IS�THAT�THE�#ONGO�BORDER�IS�ONLY����MILES�AWAY��!ND�
THE�5GANDAN�BORDER�IS�JUST�BEYOND��.OW�YOU�+./7�)�AM�CONCOCTING�A�WAY�TO�GET�
ACROSS�THOSE�BORDERS��)�HAVE�ALREADY�CONSPIRED�WITH�THE�)4�GUY�TO�ACCOMPANY�HIM�TO�
+AMPALA�TO�BUY�SOME�COMPUTERS�FOR�-ERCY�#ORPS�������NOW�IF�)�COULD�JUST�lGURE�OUT�
4HE�#ONGO�
� 3O� FAR�� THE�ONLY� THREAT� TO�MY� SAFETY�HAS�BEEN�NEARLY� FALLING� INTO� THE�PIT�
LATRINE�IN�THE�MIDDLE�OF�THE�NIGHT��AS�)�GROGGILY�STUMBLED�OUT�OF�THE�TENT��!PPARENTLY��
ACTUALLY�mUSHING�TOILETS�ARE� IN�THE�WORKS��BUT�A� FEUD�HAS�DEVELOPED�BETWEEN�THE�
CONTRACTOR�AND�-ERCY�#ORPS��&ROM�WHAT�)�CAN�GATHER�� THE�WORKERS�DROPPED�THE�
PUMP�ITSELF��WHICH�WAS�ALSO�SUPPOSED�TO�SUPPLY�US�WITH�ACTUAL�3(/7%23�AND��
ONCE�CONNECTED�TO�THE�WATER�HEATER��(/4�7!4%2	�INTO�THE����FOOT�HOLE��AND�NO�
ONE�CAN�GET�IT�OUT��!ND�BOTH�SIDES�REFUSE�TO�PAY�FOR�A�NEW�ONE��4HAT�WAS�A�MONTH�
AGO��,ANDMINES� ARE� A�HUGE�PROBLEM�� THOUGH��/N� THE�WAY�DOWN� FROM�*UBA��WE�
PASSED�AT�LEAST�SEVEN�DEMINING�CAMPS��AND�WARNING�SIGNS�ARE�POSTED�EVERYWHERE��
)T�SEEMS�TO�ME�THAT�EVERY�OTHER�.'/�HERE�DEALS�WITH�LANDMINE�REMOVAL�
� 7ORKWISE�� ALTHOUGH� NOTHING� EXCITING� HAS� HAPPENED� YET�� NEXT� WEEK� MY�
SUPERVISOR�AND�)�WILL�BE�COLLABORATING�TO�GIVE�A�DAY�AND�A�HALF�OF�GENDER�TRAININGS�TO�
THE�&IRST�%6%2�7OMEN�S�#AUCUS�OF�THE�'OVERNMENT�OF�3OUTH�3UDAN��)�M�INCREDIBLY�
EXCITED�ABOUT�THAT��3O�IT� LOOKS�LIKE�ANOTHER�TRIP�TO�*UBA�IS� IN�THE�WORKS��0LUS��)�M�
SCHEDULED�TO�ASSIST�IN�DELIVERING�THE�GENDER�VULNERABILITY�CONCEPTS�TRAINING�AS�WELL�
AS�THE�HUMAN�RIGHTS�TRAININGS�TO��n��OF�OUR�CIVIL�SOCIETY�ORGANIZATIONS�IT�S�TOTALLY�
MY� ADULT� ED� EXPERIENCE� IN� A� DIFFERENT� CONTEXT�� !T� lRST�� )� WASN�T� TOO� ENTHUSED� BY�
THE� CONCEPT� OF� WORKING� WITH� #3/S�� BUT� GIVEN� THAT� IT� IS� SO� GRASSROOTS�� AND� THAT�
CAPACITY�IS�SO�REMARKABLY�,/7��)�M�STARTING�TO�GET�MORE�EXCITED��0LUS��THERE�ARE�LOTS�
OF�OPPORTUNITIES�FOR�GAINING�GENDER�EXPERTISE�
� -Y� ONLY� REAL� STRUGGLE� HAS� BEEN� LONELINESS� AND� ISOLATION�� )� HAVEN�T� REALLY�
IDENTIlED�ANY�POTENTIAL�CLOSE�FRIENDS�YET�IN�9EI�ITSELF��SINCE�THE�COMPOUND�IS�A�LITTLE�
WAYS�OUT�OF�TOWN��AND�EVEN�JUST�TO�GO�INTO�TOWN��ONE�HAS�TO�CONSIDER�THE�RAINS��WHAT�
TIME�IT�GETS�DARK��SECURITY�CONCERNS��ETC�	��WHERE�ALL�OTHER�.'/3�ARE��!�FEW�DAYS�AGO�
)�ACTUALLY�WENT�AROUND�TO�SOME�OF�THE�.'/3�AND�JUST�INTRODUCED�MYSELF��THOUGH��
AND�MET�A�FEW�REALLY�NEAT�WOMEN�WHO�VE�PROMISED�TO�SHOW�ME�AROUND�THE�TOWN�THIS�
WEEKEND�
� (OWEVER��THERE�IS�A�WONDERFUL�SENSE�OF�COMRADERIE�HERE�AT�THE�COMPOUND��
-Y�TENTMATE� IS�A�VERY�SWEET�)NDONESIAN�WOMAN��AND�THERE�ARE�lVE�!FRICAN�MALE�
PROGRAM�OFlCERS� �TWO� FROM�%THIOPIA�� ONE� FROM�5GANDA�� AND� TWO�3UDANESE	��7E�
ARE�ALL�ONE�CRAZY�LOT��AND�THEY�MAKE�ME�LAUGH�NONSTOP��!PPARENTLY��)�CARVED�OUT�
A�PLACE�IN�THE�GROUP�WHEN�A�COUPLE�OF�NIGHTS�AGO��)�WOKE�UP�IN�THE�MIDDLE�OF�THE�
NIGHT��CONVINCED�THAT�OUR�NEIGHBOR�IN�THE�NEXT�TENT��-ADUL��A�HILARIOUS�$INKA��WAS�
CHOMPING�AWAY�ON�POTATO�CHIPS��3O�)�GET�UP��GRAB�MY�mASHLIGHT��MARCH�OUT�TO�THE�
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FRONT�PORCH�� AND�UNKNOWINGLY�WAKE�HIM�UP�� h0SSST��-ADUL��7HY�ARE� YOU� EATING�
POTATO�CHIPS�IN�THE�MIDDLE�OF�THE�NIGHT��9OU�VE�BEEN�EATING�THEM�FOR�AN�HOUR�v�3O�
-ADUL��DAZED�AND�CONFUSED��COMES�OUT�ONTO�THE�PORCH�NOT�HAVING�A�CLUE�WHAT�)�M�
TALKING�ABOUT��4O�MY�ETERNAL�SHAME��AND�TO�THE�ENTERTAINMENT�OF�THE�ENTIRE�GROUP��
THE�CHOMPING�WAS�ACTUALLY�COMING�FROM�OUR�FRIEND�THE�BILLY�GOAT��WHO�WAS�RIGHT�IN�
OUR�BACKYARD�EATING�THE�SCRAPS�FROM�DINNER��)�WILL�CLEARLY�NEVER�LIVE�THIS�DOWN��AND�
NOW��THEY�MAKE�CHOMPING�NOISES�JUST�TO�TEASE�ME�WHENEVER�WE�SIT�DOWN�TO�EAT�
� !NOTHER�OF�MY�MOST�MEMORABLE�EXPERIENCES�THUS�FAR�HAS�BEEN�BELTING�OUT�
+ENNY�2OGERS�TUNES�ALONG�WITH�HIS�'REATEST�(ITS�CASSETTE��CDS�HAVE�YET�TO�MAKE�IT�
HERE	�AT�THE�OPENAIR�%THIOPIAN�RESTAURANT�IN�TOWN��!PPARENTLY��COUNTRY�MUSIC�IS�THE�
RAGE�IN�3OUTH�3UDAN��AND�)�APTLY�IMPRESSED�EVERYONE�WITH�MY�VERSIONS�OF�h#OWARD�
OF�THE�#OUNTYv�AND�h4HE�'AMBLER�v�)�TRIED��TO�NO�AVAIL��TO�GET�EVERYONE�TO�SQUARE�
DANCE�WITH�ME�TO�4HE�/AKRIDGE�"OYS�AFTER�THE�THIRD�GOROUND�OF�THE�+ENNY�2OGERS�
CASSETTE��ONE�CAN�ONLY�HEAR�h)SLANDS�IN�THE�3TREAMv�SO�MANY�TIMES�BEFORE�SHE�REQUESTS�
A�NEW�CASSETTE	�
� /H�� WOW�JUST� HEARD� THAT� WE� ARE� GOING� TO� THE� 9EI� .'/� COORDINATION�
MEETING��3OMETHING�TO�$/�
� /NE�MUST�APPLAUD�THE�CREATIVITY�OF�THE�ENTREPRENEURS�HERE�IN�3OUTHERN�3UDAN��
"USINESS� OWNERS� DElNITELY� SEEM� TO� HAVE� CAPITALIZED� ON� THE� PLETHORA� OF� ACRONYMS�
AND�BUZZWORDS� SURROUNDING� THE�0EACE�0ROCESS�� *UST�DOWN�THE� STREET��OUR�0OOL�(ALL�
OF� CHOICE� IS� 4HE� 2EFERENDUM� (OUSE� �NOTE� THE� REFERENCE� TO� THE� ����� 3OUTH� 3UDAN�
2EFERENDUM�� DURING� WHICH� 3OUTH� 3UDAN� WILL� VOTE� ON� WHETHER� OR� NOT� IT� WANTS� TO�
BECOME�INDEPENDENT	��THEN�THERE�S�ALSO�4HE�#0!�3ALOON��#0!�#OMPREHENSIVE�0EACE�
!GREEMENT�	��AND�MY�PERSONAL�FAVORITE��4HE�0EACE�4ALKS�0ARLOR�
� "Y�FAR�MY�FAVORITE�LOCALE�IS�WHAT�THE�DRIVERS�HERE�AT�-ERCY�#ORPS�HAVE�DUBBED�
4HE�.AKED�"RIDGE��APTLY�NAMED�FOR�THE�HORDES�OF�YOUNG�MEN�WHO�GO�DOWN�TO�THE�
RIVER�TO�WASH�THEIR�CARS�AND�STRIP�DOWN�TO�BATHE�AS�THEY�DO�SO��5NFORTUNATELY��IT�ALSO�
HAPPENS�TO�BE�THE�MOST�SCENIC�SPOT� IN�THE�ENTIRE�TOWN��WITH�INCREDIBLE�SUNSETS�AND�
LOVELY�VIEWS�INTO�THE�LUSH�COUNTRYSIDE�BEYOND��,AST�WEEK��)�WAS�WALKING�BACK�TO�THE�
COMPOUND�AND�DETERMINED�TO�TAKE�A�PHOTO�FROM�THE�BRIDGE�OF�THE�VILLAGE�OF�TUKULS�
�SMALL�ROUND�MUD�HUTS�WITH�THATCHED�ROOFS	�SO�SERENELY�NESTLED�IN�THE�ELEPHANT�GRASS�
AND�PALM�TREES��!S�)�READIED�MY�CAMERA�TO�TAKE�THE�PHOTO��THE�NAKED�MEN�WHO�ARE�
NORMALLY�SO�BRAZENLY�COCKY�WITH�THEIR�CAT�CALLS��TAUNTING�ME�TO�COME�INTO�THE�WATER�
WITH�THEM��SUDDENLY�BEGAN�FURIOUSLY�PROTESTING��GESTICULATING�WILDLY�WITH�THEIR�ARMS�
AS�THEY�RAN�LIKE�HELL�FOR�COVER�BEHIND�THEIR�VEHICLES�AND�ORDERED�ME�TO�PUT�AWAY�MY�
CAMERA��)N�THE�ENSUING�MäL£E��)�CAUSED�A�TRAFlC�JAM�ON�THE�VERY�NARROW�BRIDGE��AND�IT�
WAS�A�MOST�AMUSING�SPECTACLE�

sss

� )�VE� JUST� RETURNED� FROM� A� WEEKLONG� STAY� IN� *UBA�� CAPITAL� OF� 3OUTH� 3UDAN��
AT� THE� FAMED�!&%8��!FRICAN�%XPEDITIONS	� RIVER� CAMP��WITH� THE�EXORBITANTLY�PRICED�
�����NIGHT� TENTS��9ES��MY�FRIEND�� IT�S� LIKE�SUMMER�CAMP�IN�THE�BIG�CITY��9ET�WHAT� IT�
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LACKS�IN�COMFORT��IT�MAKES�UP�FOR�IN�GORGEOUS�SUNRISES�AND�SUNSETS�OVER�THE�7HITE�.ILE��
)NTERESTINGLY��HERE�IS�WHERE�ALL�ACTORS�IN�POSTCONmICT�RECONSTRUCTION�MERGE�IN�3OUTH�
3UDAN�� A� MOST� UNLIKELY� MIX� OF� DOGOODERS� LIKE� MYSELF� FROM� THE� NONPROlT� REALM��
AND�THEN�THOSE�OF�MORE�DUBIOUS�NATURE��ALL� THE�SEEDY�CHARACTERS� IN�THE�OIL�BUSINESS�
GRAPPLING�FOR�A�SHARE�OF�THE�WEALTH��THE�hDEMOCRACY�AND�GOVERNANCEv�FOLKS��SUCH�AS�THE�
2EPUBLICAN�BOY�FROM�4EXAS�WORKING�WITH�THE�)NTERNATIONAL�2EPUBLICAN�)NSTITUTE�WHO�
IS�ONLY�HERE�UNTIL�A�HIGHER�PROlLE�JOB�WITH�THE�2EPUBLICAN�0ARTY�BACK�HOME�OPENS�UP�
�HIS�EXACT�WORDS	��(E�IS�TRAINING�THE�'OVERNMENT�OF�3OUTH�3UDAN�,EGISLATIVE�!SSEMBLY��
9ES��4HEN�THERE�ARE�THE�EVER�DUBIOUS�hCONSULTANTS�v�DRAWING����������A�YEAR�SALARIES��
SUCH�AS�AN�ACQUAINTANCE�FROM�"EARING�0OINT��WHO��WHEN�ASKED�WHAT�HE�DID�IN�3OUTH�
3UDAN�NONCHALANTLY�SAID��h/H��WE�APPOINT�THE�'OVERNMENT�-INISTERS�v�AS�HE�WENT�
RIGHT� ON� DOWNING� HIS� BEER�� /THERS� WERE� MUCH� MORE� VAGUE� AND� RESPONDED� SIMPLY�
WITH��h7E�ARE�WORKING�ON�THE�OIL�CONTRACTS�v�OR�h7E�RE�WORKING�WITH�THE�-INISTRY�OF�
&INANCE�v
� "UT�STILL�� LONELY�BEGGARS�CAN�T�BE�CHOOSY��AND�)�WAS�DESPERATE� FOR�EXPAT�
COMPANY��SO�PARTY�WITH�THEM�)�DID��4HE�MALE�TO�FEMALE�RATIO�OF�EXPATS�THERE�IN�
*UBA�MUST�BE�ABOUT����TO����AND�THEIR�SENSE�OF�DESPERATION�IS�PALPABLE��"Y�THE�
END�OF�MY�FIRST�NIGHT�IN�*UBA��WHICH�WE�SPENT�DANCING�TO���S�MUSIC�ON�THE�BANKS�
OF� THE� .ILE�� NOT� ONLY� WAS� THE�4EXAN� 2EPUBLICAN� HITTING� ON� ME�� BUT� ALSO� THE�
+ENTUCKY�BOY�IN�CHARGE�OF�SECURITY��THE�0AKISTANI�.ATIONAL�3KI�#HAMPION�A�WAIF�
OF� A� PERSON�� BUT� ONE�MUST� ADMIRE�HIS� TENACITY	�� AN� INEBRIATED�.UER� 3UDANESE�
MAN�WHO�ALSO�TRIED�HIS�LUCK�BUT�ENDED�UP�STEPPING�OFF�THE�DOCK�AND�FALLING�INTO�
THE�WATER� AS�HE� TRIED� TO� APPROACH�ME�� EVEN� THE� FLAMING�GAY�DEEJAY�WHO�KNEW�
EVERY�WORD� TO� EVERY�!BBA� SONG�PLAYED��4HIS� TIME� IT�WASN�T�MY� COUNTRY�MUSIC�
SKILLS�THAT�WON�THEM�OVER��BUT�MY�KNOWLEDGE�OF���S�POPULAR�CULTURE��)�WAS�THE�
ONLY�ONE�PRESENT�WHO�COULD�GUESS�THAT�THE�h.AME�THAT�TUNEv�SONG�BEING�PLAYED�
WAS�FROM�0RETTY�IN�0INK��)N�ADDITION�TO�THE�ONE�FREE�DRINK�FOR�THAT��)�RECEIVED�FREE�
DRINKS�ALL�NIGHT�LONG��WHICH�FOR�ME�IS�DIET�COKES	�FOR�NAMING�EVEN�THE�SCENE�IN�
WHICH�IT�WAS�PLAYED��'OD�LOVE�-OLLY�2INGWALD�
� )�PRETTY�QUICKLY�ASCERTAINED�THAT�IN�*UBA��OR�IN�!&%8��AT�LEAST��THERE�IS�A�VERY�
ENTRENCHED�LINE�OF�SEPARATION�BETWEEN�THE�3UDANESE�AND�THE�NON3UDANESE��/THER�
THAN�THE�SERVERS��)�SPOKE�TO�RARELY�FEW�3UDANESE�WHILE�THERE��AND�)�BEGAN�TO�MISS�THE�
COLLEGIAL�JOKING�AND�SENSE�OF�CAMARADERIE�HERE�IN�9EI�
� !ND� DESPITE� ALL� THE� DODGY� POSTWAR� ACTIVITIES� GOING� ON� IN� 3OUTH� 3UDAN��
)� COULDN�T� ARGUE� WITH� WHAT� )� AND� MY� SUPERVISOR� WERE� DOING� THERE�BUILDING� THE�
LEADERSHIP� SKILLS� OF� THE� FEMALE� LEADERS� OF� 0ARLIAMENT�� 4HE� )NTERIM� #ONSTITUTION�
STIPULATES�THAT�����OF�ALL�GOVERNMENT�BODIES�AT�THE�LOCAL��STATE��AND�NATIONAL�LEVEL�BE�
RESERVED�FOR�WOMEN��5NFORTUNATELY��THIS�HASN�T�BEEN�UPHELD��AND�AT�THE�NATIONAL�LEVEL��
IT�S�ONLY�ABOUT������4HIS�WAS�THE�lRST�EVER�CONFERENCE�OF�THE�7OMEN�S�#AUCUS�OF�THE�
3OUTH�3UDAN�,EGISLATIVE�!SSEMBLY��AND�WE�COLLABORATED�WITH�)2)��.$)��.ATIONAL�
$EMOCRATIC� )NSTITUTE	� AND� THE� )2#� �)NTERNATIONAL� 2ESCUE� #OMMITTEE	� TO� OFFER� A�
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THREEDAY�'ENDER�3EMINAR� �-ERCY�#ORPS�WAS� INVITED�DUE� TO�OUR�WORK�WITH� CIVIL�
SOCIETY��AND�IN�PARTICULAR��WOMEN�S�CAPACITY�BUILDING�AT�THE�LOCAL�LEVEL	��4HE�MEMBERS�
OF�THE�#AUCUS�WERE�VIBRANT��CHARISMATIC��AND�VERY��VERY�STRONG��9ET�CAPACITY�FOR�MANY�
OF�THEM�REMAINS�VERY�LOW��MANY�OF�THEM�HAVE�LITERALLY�EMERGED�FROM�THE�BUSH�OR�
FROM�REFUGEE�CAMPS�WITHIN�THE�PAST�TWO�YEARS	��!�FEW�HAVE�EMERGED�AS�KEY�LEADERS�
AND�ARE�EXTREMELY�TALENTED��CAPABLE��AND�ENGAGING��!LL�WERE�HUNGRY�TO�ACQUIRE�THE�
SKILLS�NECESSARY� TO�GOVERN�AND� TO�PROMOTE�WOMEN�S� AND�GIRLS�� EMPOWERMENT�WE�
GAVE�THEM�INITIAL�TRAININGS�IN�GENDER�MAINSTREAMING��GENDER�ANALYSIS�TOOLS��GENDER
FRIENDLY�LEGISLATION��GENDERSENSITIVE�BUDGETING��WOMEN�S�HUMAN�RIGHTS�ALL�TRAININGS�
WERE�WELLRECEIVED��AND�THEY�REQUESTED�MUCH�MORE��/F�COURSE��)�DIDN�T�KNOW�HALF�OF�
THIS�MYSELF��SO�)�JUST�SAT�IN�AWE�AS�)�LISTENED�TO�MY�SUPERVISOR��A�GENDER�SPECIALIST��DO�
HER�THING��)T�S�A�MATCH�MADE�IN�HEAVEN�)�LOVE�THIS�WOMAN�
� ,AST�WEEK��)�MET�THE�THREE�OF�OUR�NINE�CIVIL�SOCIETY�ORGANIZATIONS�IN�MY�STATE��
#ENTRAL�%QUATORIA��AND�PARTICIPATED�IN�THEIR�OWN�GENDER�TRAINING��4HEN�TOMORROW��
)� ACTUALLY� BEGIN�DOING�WHAT� )�WAS� ORIGINALLY� SENT�HERE� TO�DO�TO� ENSURE� THAT� THE�
TRAINING� MODULES� FOR� THE� LOCAL� CIVIL� SOCIETY� ORGANIZATIONS� ARE� BEING� IMPLEMENTED�
EFFECTIVELY�THE� MODULES� RANGE� FROM� /RGANIZATIONAL� $EVELOPMENT� TO� 0ROJECT�
$ESIGN�� $EVELOPMENT�� AND� -ANAGEMENT�� AND� 0ARTICIPATORY� -ONITORING� AND�
%VALUATION�AND�THEY�CONTINUE�FOR�THE�ENTIRE�DURATION�OF�OUR�PARTNERSHIP�WITH�THE�
ORGANIZATIONS�SOME�FOR�SIX�YEARS��3O�)�M�CONSTANTLY�EXPANDING�MY�EXPERTISE��%ACH�
#3/�ALSO�HAS�A�DIFFERENT� FOCUS�� SO�)�M�LEARNING�MORE�ABOUT�A�VARIETY�OF� TECHNICAL�
AREAS��LIKE�WATER�AND�SANITATION��WASTE�MANAGEMENT��ETC��)�M�THRILLED�TO�BE�GAINING�
EXPERIENCE�AT�THE�GOVERNMENTAL��POLICY�LEVEL�AND�ALSO�AT�THE�LOCAL�LEVEL��4HE�MORE�)�
LEARN�ABOUT�-ERCY�#ORPS��THE�MORE�)�LOVE�THIS�ORGANIZATION��#REATIVITY�IS�ENCOURAGED�
HERE��AND�IT�S�AN�INCREDIBLY�SUPPORTIVE�ENVIRONMENT��DEMONSTRATED�BY�THE�FACT�THAT�
WE�KEEP�GETTING�MILLIONS�OF�DOLLARS�IN�FUNDING�TO�CONTINUE�
� )�TRULY�DO�FEEL�AS�THOUGH�WHAT�)�AM�DOING�IS�0EACEBUILDING��ALTHOUGH�)�AM�
CONTINUALLY� HUMBLED� WHEN� )� INDIRECTLY�� THROUGH� ASKING� THE� 3UDANESE� TO� REBUILD�
THEIR�COMMUNITY��ASK�THEM�TO�HAVE�HOPE�WHEN�)�MYSELF�HAVE�DOUBTS�ABOUT�WHETHER�
OR�NOT�WAR�WILL�REIGNITE��9ET�)�SEE�THE�IMPACT�AT�THE�INDIVIDUAL�LEVEL�ON�A�DAYTODAY�
BASIS��WITH�VILLAGERS�LEARNING�NEW�SKILLS�WHICH�WILL�ENABLE�THEM�TO�MOBILIZE��TO�BUILD�
#IVIL�3OCIETY�/RGANIZATIONS��TO�BE�THE�MASTERS�OF�THEIR�DESTINY�NO�MATTER�WHERE�THE�
POLITICAL�SITUATION�SENDS�THEM�
� )T�WAS�THE�MOST�WONDERFUL�FEELING�OF�COMING�HOME��YESTERDAY��AS�MY�DRIVER�
AND�)�PULLED�INTO�THE�9EI�COMPOUND��AS�ALL�MY�COLLEAGUES��INCLUDING�THE�COOK�AND�
CLEANING�LADY��CAME�TO�WELCOME�ME�BACK��EAGER�TO�HEAR�TALES�FROM�MY�STAY�IN�THE�BIG�
CITY��"ACK�TO�REPOSE��"ACK�TO�WHERE�THE�LINES�BETWEEN�THE�3UDANESE�AND�THE�%XPATS�
ARE� NOT� SO� ENTRENCHED��4O� THE� .AKED� "RIDGE�� AND� TOMORROW�� TO� THE� 0EACE�4ALKS�
0ARLOR��)T�MIGHT�NOT�BE�THE�7HITE�.ILE��BUT�HERE��SITTING�ON�MY�PORCH��LISTENING�TO�
THE�SOUNDS�OF�THE�VILLAGERS�AROUND�ME�BRING�THEIR�DAY�TO�A�CLOSE�AS�THEY�PREPARE�FOR�
THE�EVENING�MEAL��LIGHT�THEIR�lRES��AND�BRING�THE�CATTLE�HOME��)�FEEL�LIKE�1UEEN�3HEBA�
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HERSELF�
� (ERE� IN�9EI�� )�GET� TEASED�A� LOT�BY�THOSE�COMING� IN� FROM�FURTHER�AlELD� FOR�
LEADING�THE�CUSHY�LIFE�MEANING��THE�FRUITS�AND�VEGETABLES�)�EAT�ARE�NOT�DESICCATED��
THERE�ARE�ACTUALLY�TREES��AND�HENCE�SHADE	�HERE��)�CAN�SLEEP�PAST������AM�WITHOUT�THE�
3UN�BLAZING�A�HOLE�THROUGH�MY�TENT��AND�WE�GET�2!).��-ORE�THAN�ANYTHING��MY�
EXPAT�COMRADES�LIVING�IN�THE�BUSH�RAVE�ABOUT�THE�FACT�THAT�THERE�IS�A�MARKET��A�PLACE�
TO�CONSUME�ANYTHING�AT�ALL��HERE��)�JUST�LEARNED�TODAY�THAT�IN�!GOK��WHICH�IS�IN�!BYEI��
ONE�OF�THE�THREE�CONTESTED�AREAS�BETWEEN�THE�NORTH�AND�SOUTH��A�COLLEAGUE�HAD�TO�PAY�
FOR�SOME�CONSTRUCTION�AT�THE�COMPOUND�WITH�CATTLE�
� #OME�TO�THINK�OF�IT��AFTER�HAVING�JUST�SPENT�TWO�DAYS�IN�THE�lELD�MYSELF��9EI�
DOES�MERIT�THE�EPITHET�h,ITTLE�,ONDONv��)�THOUGHT�)�HAD�IT�BAD�BY�EATING�THE�SAME�
BEANS�� RICE�� AND�CABBAGE� EVERY�DAY�� SOMETIMES�WITH� TOMATOES� AND�BANANAS�� IF�WE�
ARE�LUCKY��BUT�)�HAVE�LEARNED�TO�BITE�MY�TONGUE��!ND�AFTER�LIVING�OFF�PEANUT�BUTTER�
AND�BISCUITS�FOR�TWO�DAYS��9EI�$/%3�SEEM�LIKE�PARADISE��7HENEVER�SOMEONE�COMES�
IN�FROM�.AIROBI��THE�ENTIRE�COMPOUND�PROCEEDS�TO�POUNCE�UPON�HIM�OR�HER�TO�SEE�
WHAT�GOODIES�HAVE�BEEN�BROUGHT�IN�LAST�WEEK��IT�WAS�THREE�LOAVES�OF�BROWN�BREAD��
WHICH�DISAPPEARED�IN�A�DAY��)�ADMIT�TO�HOARDING�ONE�IN�MY�TENT�TO�SAVOR�WITH�THE�
LOCAL�PEANUT�BUTTER	��4HE�.UTELLA�LASTED�TWO�DAYS��#HOCOLATE�BARS�ARE�ONLY�BROUGHT�
OUT�FOR�THE�POKER�GAMES��WHERE�OTHER�COMMODITIES�LIKE�WHISKEY�AND�CASHEW�NUTS�ARE�
GAMBLED�AWAY�
� #ENTRAL�%QUATORIA�IS�ONE�OF�THE�MORE�ADVANCED�AREAS�OF�3OUTHERN�3UDAN��A�
NUMBER�OF�REFUGEES�FROM�THIS�REGION�mED�TO�.ORTHERN�5GANDA�DURING�THE�WAR�AND�
WERE�ABLE�TO�ACCESS�EDUCATIONAL�OPPORTUNITIES�THAT�THEY�OTHERWISE�WOULDN�T�HAVE�HERE��
)�VE�BEEN�AMAZED�BY� THE�CAPACITY�OF� THE�CIVIL� SOCIETY�ORGANIZATIONS�HERE�AND�THEIR�
KNOWLEDGE�OF�HUMAN�RIGHTS��SOCIAL�JUSTICE��AND�GLOBAL�ISSUES�THEY�SEEM�INCREDIBLY�
ENLIGHTENED��WELLVERSED��AND�SOPHISTICATED��!�FEW�WEEKS�AGO��ON�*ULY����WHICH�*OHN�
'ARANG��,EADER�OF� THE�30,!��NAMED�h'IRL�#HILD�%DUCATION�$AY�v� )�WENT� TO� THE�
MOST�AMAZING�CELEBRATION�IN�HONOR�OF�THE�OCCASION��"EING�THE�ONLY�KHAWAJA�THERE��
)� GOT� THE� SEAT� OF� HONOR�� AND� SAT� AND� WATCHED� SIXTEEN� GROUPS� FROM� SCHOOLS� IN�9EI�
SING�AND�DANCE�SONGS�ABOUT�GIRLS��EMPOWERMENT��)T�WAS�THE�MOST�BEAUTIFUL�THING��)�
WAS�TOLD�EMPHATICALLY�BY�OUR�PROGRAM�MANAGER��HOWEVER��THAT�9EI�IS�AN�ANOMALY�IN�
3OUTH�3UDAN��AND�THAT�THE�ATTENDANCE�RATE�FOR�FEMALES� IN�OTHER�STATES�OF�3UDAN�IS�
INCREDIBLY�LOW�
� 4HE�FACT�THAT�9EI�IS�SO�FAR�AHEAD�NATURALLY�MEANS�THAT�THE�OTHER�AREAS�OF�3UDAN�
WHERE�-ERCY�#ORPS�IS�OPERATIONAL�GET�MORE�ATTENTION��AND�THE�OTHER�INTERNS�BASED�IN�
THOSE�AREAS�ARE�HAVING�MORE�lELD�EXPERIENCE�IN�THE�RURAL�AREAS�OF�3UDAN��WHICH�IS�A�
BIT�DISAPPOINTING��)�FEEL�AS�THOUGH�)�M�NOT�SEEING�THE�REAL�3UDAN��3OMETIMES��WEEKS�
GO�BY�AND�)�HARDLY�EVER�SEEM�TO�LEAVE�THE�COMPOUND�EXCEPT�FOR�MY�DAILY�JOGS��4HIS�
SEEMS��IRONICALLY��TO�BE�A�DESK�JOB��AND�)�M�OFTEN�STUCK�AT�THE�COMPUTER�WORKING�ON�
DATABASES�AND�TYPING�UP�REPORTS�
� 4HE�SUMMER�HAS��HOWEVER��DElNITELY�BUILT�UP�MY�CONlDENCE�IN�THAT�)�CAN�
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ACTUALLY� TAKE� ON� A� MANAGEMENT� ROLE� AND� MANAGE� A� PROJECT� WHEN� )� COMPLETE� MY�
GRADUATE�PROGRAM��)T�S�DElNITELY�BEEN�AN�AFlRMING�EXPERIENCE�THAT�)�HAVE�THE�SKILLS�
NECESSARY��ESPECIALLY�GIVEN�THAT�THE�TOP�MANAGER�HERE�IS�AN�INCREDIBLY�SELFABSORBED��
INSENSITIVE�PERSON�WHO�HAS�NO�UNDERSTANDING�WHATSOEVER�OF�THE�CONTEXT�IN�WHICH�HE�
IS�OPERATING��5NFORTUNATELY��)�AM�SEEING�THAT�THE�DEVELOPMENT�WORLD�IS�THE�BOYS�CLUB�
THAT�IT�S�ALWAYS�BEEN�PORTRAYED�AS�BEING��WHERE�JOBS�ARE�GOTTEN�BY�GOING�OUT�DRINKING�
WITH�THE�BIG�WHIGS��AND�YOU�ARE�JUDGED�ON�HOW�QUICKWITTED�YOU�ARE�AND�HOW�MANY�
BEERS�YOU�CAN�DOWN��RATHER�THAN�ON�YOUR�COMPETENCY�
� 7HILE�)�DElNITELY�FEEL�AS�THOUGH�)�AM�NOT�GETTING�THE�GRASSROOTS�EXPOSURE�
THAT�)�HAD�WANTED��)�HAVE�LEARNED�A�LOT�AT�THE�ORGANIZATIONAL�AND�POLICY�LEVEL��,AST�
WEEK��ALL� THE�-ERCY�#ORPS�MANAGERS��ABOUT�TWENTY�EXPATS	� FROM�ALL�OVER�3UDAN�
CAME�FOR�A�3TRATEGIC�0LANNING�2ETREAT��AND�)�WAS�ABLE�TO�SEE�UP�CLOSE�THE�ISSUES�THAT�
-ERCY�#ORPS�3OUTH�3UDAN� IS� STRUGGLING�WITH�AS�AN�ORGANIZATION�� TO� LEARN�ABOUT�
STRUGGLES�THE�MANAGERS�FACE�IN�THE�lELD��AND�TO�HELP�SHAPE�THE�DIRECTION�IN�WHICH�
-ERCY�#ORPS�IS�MOVING��)T�WAS�QUITE�VALIDATING�TO�SEE�THAT�MANY�OF�THE�ISSUES�)�HAVE�
OBSERVED��ESPECIALLY�LACK�OF�TIME�MANAGEMENT�AND�ORGANIZATION��CONmICT��CULTURAL�
IGNORANCE��AND�LACK�OF�COMMUNICATION�SKILLS��HAVE�BEEN�NOTICED�AND�ADDRESSED�
� )�ALSO�DID�GET�TO�SPEND�TWO�DAYS�IN�THE�lELD�WITH�TWO�GREAT�3UDANESE�WOMEN�WHO�
ARE�ON�MY�CAPACITY�BUILDING�TEAM��WORKING�DIRECTLY�WITH�THE�CIVIL�SOCIETY�ORGANIZATIONS��
7E�WENT�TO�,AINYA�COUNTY��WHICH�IS�ABOUT�A�TWO�HOUR�DRIVE�TOWARD�*UBA��BUT�LIGHT�YEARS�
AWAY��$URING�THE�WAR��MOST�OF�THE�DISPLACED�PERSONS�THERE�SIMPLY�MOVED�INTO�THE�BUSH��
AND�THE�ILLITERACY�RATE�IS�ABOUT������)�GAINED�A�PROFOUND�NEW�RESPECT�FOR�THE�lELD�WORKERS�
AND�THE�LOGISTICAL�STRUGGLES�THEY�FACE��THROWN�INTO�THE�lELD�WITH�LITTLE�SUPPORT��7ITHOUT�A�
CAR��WE�HAD�TO�WALK�THREE�MILES�IN�THE�RAIN�ALONG�A�POTHOLED�ROAD��CAREFULLY�STEERING�CLEAR�
OF�THE�STONED�DRIVERS�OF�THE�GIGANTIC�TRUCKS�COMING�IN�FROM�THE�#ONGO�THEY�STOP�FOR�NO�
ONE��AND�IF�THEY�HIT�YOU��IT�S�CONSIDERED�YOUR�FAULT��"Y�THE�TIME�WE�GOT�TO�THE�GOVERNMENT�
OFlCE��THEY�HAD�CLOSED�DOWN�FOR�THE�DAY��4HEN��WE�RUSHED�BACK�DOWN�THE�SAME�ROAD�TO�
GET�TO�OUR������MEETING��ARRIVING�AT�������AND�CLEARLY�THAT�PERSON�HAD�CLOSED�DOWN�FOR�
THE�DAY��
� 7E�WERE�THERE�TO�DO�A�#3/�MAPPING��WHICH�IS�CURRENTLY�BEING�PERFORMED�IN�
ALL�AREAS�IN�WHICH�-ERCY�#ORPS�3OUTH�3UDAN�OPERATES��TO�ASSESS�THE�STATE�AND�CLIMATE�
OF�CIVIL�SOCIETY��TO�DETERMINE�WHETHER�CIVIL�SOCIETY�ORGANIZATIONS�ARE�NETWORKING�WITH�
THE�THREE�STAKEHOLDERS��GOVERNMENT��INTERNATIONAL�.'/S��AND�OTHER�#3/S��AND�ALSO�
TO�DETERMINE�THEIR�LEVEL�OF�STRENGTH�IN�ADVOCACY��WHETHER�OR�NOT�THEY�CAN�HOLD�THE�
GOVERNMENT�ACCOUNTABLE��)T�S�SUCH�A�BEAUTIFUL�THING�TO�SEE�GRASSROOTS�ORGANIZATIONS�
DOING�JUST�THAT��AT�THE�SAME�'IRL�#HILD�%DUCATION�$AY�)�MENTIONED�ABOVE��AN�AMAZING�
#3/��NOT�ONE�OF�OURS	�OF�ALL�WOMEN�WORKING�ON�#HOLERA�PREVENTION�MARCHED�RIGHT�
UP�TO�THE�#OUNTY�#OMMISSIONER�ON�STAGE�AND�ASKED�HIM�WHY�HE�HAD�BEEN�IGNORING�
THEIR�REQUESTS�FOR�ASSISTANCE�
� "EING� HERE� HAS� DElNITELY� MADE� ME� CONFRONT� ALL� THE� CHALLENGES� )� WILL� BE�
FACING�WHEN�)�CHOSE�TO�MOVE�BACK�INTO�THE�lELD�AFTER�GRADUATION��3TRANGELY��THE�HARD�
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PART�ISN�T�THE�PHYSICAL�HARDSHIP�OR�THE�CULTURAL�ADAPTATIONS�FOR�ME��IT�S�BEING�WITH�
PEOPLE�)�WORK�WITH�������)�SLEEP� IN�THE�SAME�TENT�WITH�THE�HEAD�(2�PERSON��-Y�
TWO�IMMEDIATE�SUPERVISORS�SLEEP�IN�THE�TENT�NEXT�TO�ME��AND�TO�THE�OTHER�SIDE��IS�THE�
#OUNTRY�$IRECTOR��7E�EAT��SLEEP��WORK��AND�PLAY�TOGETHERx��"ELIEVE�YOU�ME��IT�S�SO�
AWKWARD�TO�COME�OUT�OF�THE�SQUAT�TOILET�AND�lND�YOUR�BOSS�AND�THE�COUNTRY�DIRECTOR�
WAITING��IMPATIENTLY��TO�USE�THE�TOILET��.OT�EVEN�THE�SLIGHTEST�THING�GOES�UNNOTICED��)�
FEEL�AS�THOUGH�)�AM�UNDER�CONSTANT�SCRUTINY��AS�THOUGH�)�AM�ALWAYS�IN�PERFORMANCE�
MODE��4HE�DOOR�TO�MY�TENT�IS�FACING�THE�OFlCE��SO�ANY�TIME�)�TRY�TO�TAKE�A�NAP��)�HAVE�
DREAMS�ABOUT�MEETING�DEADLINES�
� !NOTHER�ISSUE�IS�THAT�)�AM�REALIZING�THAT�THE�TYPES�OF�FRIENDS�)�LOOK�FOR�AREN�T��
FOR�THE�MOST�PART��TO�BE�FOUND�HERE��AND�THE�POOL�FROM�WHICH�TO�CHOOSE�FRIENDS�IS�
MUCH�SMALLER��!S�)�MENTIONED�BEFORE��)�AM�FRIENDLY�WITH�A�LOT�OF�PEOPLE��BUT�)�HAVE�
ONLY�IDENTIlED�ONE�REAL�FRIEND��AND�SHE�LIVES�ABOUT�����MILES�AWAY��(ERE�IN�9EI�ITSELF��
)�ACTUALLY�FEEL�CLOSEST�TO�THE�3UDANESE�STAFF��AND�THE�ONE�THAT�)�AM�CLOSEST�TO��-ADUL�
�HE�S�THE�$INKA�)�MENTIONED�IN�PREVIOUS�EMAILS	��IS�CONSTANTLY�OUT�IN�THE�lELD��3O��
ANOTHER�STRUGGLE�)�M�CONFRONTING�IS�THAT�)�LL�HAVE�TO�SACRIlCE�THE�POTENTIAL�TO�DEVELOP�
NEW�FRIENDSHIPS�ELSEWHERE�
� #AN�)�JUST�TRANSPLANT�YOU�TO�WHEREVER�)�AM�BASED�NEXT�YEAR�
� 4HE�JOY�OF�MY�DAYS�CONTINUES�TO�BE�MY�DAILY�RUN��WHEN�)�LEAVE�THE�SAFETY�
AND�CONlNES�OF� THE�COMPOUND�BEHIND�AND�REMEMBER�THE�REASON�)�AM�HERE�� )�NO�
LONGER�TAKE�THE�ROUTE�THROUGH�TOWN��BUT�HAVE�DISCOVERED�A�lVE�MILE�ROUNDTRIP�ROAD�
TO�A�GORGEOUS�LAGOON�WHICH��AT�TIMES��WARRANTS�THE�NAME�h.AKED�,AGOONv�DUE�TO�ALL�
THE�NAKED�MEN�BATHING�THERE��TOO��
� /NE� DAY�� )� NOTICED� AN� ADORABLE� GIRL� OF� ABOUT� ELEVEN� PURPOSEFULLY� RIDING�
HER�BIKE�SLOWLY�BESIDE�ME��mASHING�GORGEOUS�SHY�SMILES�AS�SHE�RODE�ALONGSIDE�ME��)�
EVENTUALLY�LOST�SIGHT�OF�HER��UNTIL�)�SUDDENLY�BECAME�AWARE�OF�PITTER�PATTER�BEHIND�
ME�� THE� SOUNDS� OF� SOMEONE� RUNNING�� )� TURNED� AROUND� AND� NOTICED� THAT� SHE� WAS�
FOLLOWING�ME��JOGGING�QUIETLY�BUT�STEADILY�BEHIND�ME��
� 4HRILLED�AT�THE�COMPANY��)�TOLD�HER�TO�COME�JOIN�ME��4HE�TWO�OF�US�MADE�A�
WONDERFUL�YET�UNLIKELY�PAIR��SHE�IN�HER�mIP�mOPS�AND�ADORABLE�LITTLE�DRESS��AND�ME�WITH�
MY�MUDSPATTERED�RUNNING�PANTS��%VENTUALLY��WE�PICKED�UP�EVEN�MORE�KIDS�ALONG�THE�
WAY��MY�FAVORITE�OF�WHICH�WAS�!LEX��OUR�FEARLESS�LEADER��WHO�NEVER�CEASES�TO�AMAZE�ME�
WITH�HIS�OPENNESS�AND�DETERMINATION�TO�COMMUNICATE�WITH�ME�IN�ANY�WAY�HE�CAN��.OW��
)�USUALLY�HAVE�ABOUT�EIGHT�BEAMING�KIDS�RUNNING�WITH�ME��SQUEALING�WITH�DELIGHT��
� !S� )� RUN�� )�VE� OFTEN� REmECTED� ON� HOW� CHILDREN� ARE� RESERVOIRS� OF� CULTURAL�
KNOWLEDGE�AND�ARE�ABLE� TO�PROVIDE�WINDOWS�OF�OPPORTUNITY� INTO� THE�CULTURE� THAT�
ADULTS�CANNOT��DUE�TO�THEIR�OUR�INHIBITIONS��7ITHOUT�!LEX�AND�2ASSO&AN��)�NEVER�
WOULD�HAVE�DISCOVERED�THAT�JUST�DOWN�A�FOOTPATH�)�PASS�EVERY�DAY�LAY�THEIR�SCHOOL��
WITH�ITS�THATCHEDROOF�AND�TINY�BENCHES��)�WOULD�NEVER�HAVE�DISCOVERED�THAT�THERE�
ARE�PLACES�ALONG�THE�ROUTE�WHERE�)�CAN�STOP�FOR� FRESH�WATER�� THAT� THE� LAGOON�HAS�A�
LOCAL�NAME��h'OBLEEN�v�AND�THAT�WHEN�THE�LOCALS�CURIOUSLY�ASK�ME�WHERE�)�AM�GOING��
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h'OBLEENv�IS�THE�RESPONSE�THAT�SATISlES�THEIR�CURIOSITY��4HEY�VE�TAUGHT�ME�TO�DISCERN�
WHEN� THE� LOCALS� ARE�WARNING�ME� ABOUT� AN� ONCOMING� TRUCK� IN� ONE� OF� THE�MYRIAD�
LANGUAGES� THAT� )�VE� LEARNED� TO� RECOGNIZE� �3WAHILI��+AKWA��!RABIC��+UKU	��4HEY�VE�
TAUGHT�ME�WHO�THE�TOWN�DRUNKS�ARE�SO�THAT�)�CAN�AVOID�GETTING�HARASSED��
� -ORE� THAN� ANYTHING�� THEY� HAVE� GIVEN� ME� ACCEPTANCE� IN� THE� COMMUNITY��
%VERYONE�STILL�PERCEIVES�ME�STILL�AS�THE�CRAZY�KHAWAJA��BUT�THEIR�WAVES�NOW�CONTAIN�
RESPECT��)�NOW�GET�INVITED�IN�FOR�DINNER�AND�TEA��!ND�JUST�THE�OTHER�DAY��FOR�THE�lRST�
TIME��SOMEONE�GREETED�ME�BY�NAME�
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3EPTEMBER��

4HEY�LL�THINK�THIS�IS�THE�LAZY�PART��THAT�BECAUSE�IT�IS�CLEAR�THERE�IS�NOTHING�THERE��!S�
IN�THE�ABSENCE�OF�DEBT�BENEATH�WHICH�ARE�MANY�MORE�DEBTS��!ND�BEING�LAZY��EACH�
FAINTLIGHT�YOU�MAKE�DO�WITH��SOME�WONDEROUSNESS�IT�S�NOT�WORK�TO�APPRECIATE�WHAT�
YOU�GOT��!ND�STILL�BEING�LAZY��THE�OWL�OF�WHAT�YOU�ARE�IS�THE�MOUSE�YOU�LET�ESCAPE��THE�
TAIL�IS�THE�VERY�BEST�PART��THE�SKIN�IS�THE�VERY�BEST�PART��WITH�MOUSEFUR�ON�NO�ONE�WILL�
MIND�YOUR�LAZINESS��YOU�CAN�SAVE�THE�TAIL�FOR�LATER��YOU�CAN�LOSE�IT�AND�lND�IT�AGAIN��)N�
YOUR�LAZINESS�YOU�CAN�SPECULATE�ABOUT�OTHER�OWLS��7HEN�YOU�ARE�SEEN�BY�ALL�OF�THOSE�
THEMS��THEY�LL�THINK�THEY�COULD�SEE�RIGHT�THOUGH�YOU�

3EPTEMBER��

/THER�PLACES��SMOKE��LITTLE�HEART�UNBROKEN�WHICH�IS�YOUR�PET��WHICH�MOCKS�YOU�
AND�HOPS�ON�THE�SEAT�BEHIND�YOU�AND�LICKS�YOUR�EAR��IT�PLAYS�WITH�ITS�FOOD��3O�YOU�RE�
TEACHING�YOUR�DOG�HOW�TO�SING�AND�YOUR�CAT�ALREADY�KNOWS�SHE�SAYS�YOU�THINK�ABOUT�
YOUR�HEART�AND�)�LL�FORGET�ABOUT�TIME��AND�WHAT�BOTH�SOUND�LIKE�TOGETHER�YOU�RE�
TOO�ROMANTIC�SAYS�YOUR�HEART�YOUR�SENTIMENTALITY�WILL�GET�US�BOTH�KILLED��!ND�YOU�
WON�T�GET�ANY�TREATS��"E�LIKE�THE�lSH��THE�lSH�MINDING�THEMSELVES��THINKING�THEIR�lSH�
THOUGHTS��THE�SAME�THING�GETTING�FORGOTTEN�OVER�AND�OVER�AND�OVER��/NE�ASSUMES�THE�
lSH�NEVER�COMPLAIN��,IKE�YOUR�HEART�)�LIKE�lSH�SAYS�THE�CAT�

3EPTEMBER��

!�CAT�IS�A�TRAP�TO�CATCH�THE�SUN�IT�LIES�ON�THE�PORCH��&OR�JUST�THAT�REASON�TO�EACH�
CONVERSATION�THERE�S�A�PARTY��AND�CORRESPONDENCE�WHICH�DUST��!RGUING�PARTS�THE�CAT�
THE�CAT�KINDA�TWITCHES�YOU�CAN�T�REALLY�PROVE�IT�TWITCHED��9OU�GET�TO�BE�UNIQUE�YOU�
ARE�THE�ONLY�PERSON�WHO�SEES�THE�CAT��/NE�OF�THOSE�LARGE�BROWN�BIRDS�mIES�DOWN�NEAR�
YOU�IT�JUMPS�AND�LIGHTENS�YOU�WORRY�FOR�IT��NOT�JUST�WITH�THE�CAT�AROUND��4HEN�YOU�
WONDER�IF�WORRY�IS�LIKE�A�BLANKET�YOU�THROW�IT�OVER�WHAT�SHIVERS��OR�A�mASHLIGHT�THE�
BEAM�OF�WHICH�MAKES�WHAT�YOU�WORRY�GROW�SHADOWS��4HE�CAT�GETS�UP�AND�LETS�THE�
SUN�GO��AND�THE�BIRD�mIES�BETWEEN�YOU�AND�THE�SUN��WE�TALK�

�"/!"���"'�-.�#(��,!
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3EPTEMBER���

/H��CLOT��CLOTTING��PLUG�AND�UNPLUGGING��NOT�SUPPOSED�TO�BE�A�FOUNTAIN��IT�S�ABOUT�
CIRCULATION�MY�VEINS�DRAWL�TO�MY�ARTERIES��TRY�PUTTING�YOUR�LEGS�UP�WHEN�YOU�SLEEP��
SEE�IF�THAT�HELPS��#HANNELING�3IDNEY�WHEN�THIS�WAS�THE�BIGGEST�OF�HIS�PROBLEMS��
)NSTEAD�)�FOUND�MYSELF�BREATHING��)�THOUGHT�)�WAS�LOOSELY�COLLECTED��THE�OUT�OF�THE�
WAY��AS�NOTED��INSTEAD�OF�NOTICING��3AY�MY�KNEES�HURT��IS�IT�BETTER�TO�KEEP�USING�THEM�
OR�GET�THEM�REPLACED�WITH�PLASTIC�AND�METAL�VERSIONS��CEMENTED�AND�CEMENTLESS��
YOU�LL�NEVER�BE�ABLE�TO�GO�JOGGING�AGAIN��DIDN�T�KNOW�)�WAS�SUPPOSED�TO�GIVE�UP�
SOMETHING�)�STOPPED�DOING�SO�LONG��THAT�)�WOULD�MISS�IT�SO�

3EPTEMBER���

0ROCLIVITY��LIKE�YOU�WANT�TO�LIFT�YOUR�RIGHT�FOOT�THE�WAY�THE�2OMAN�EMPERORS�DO�IT�
ON�46��WITH�MAJESTIC��DECLINING�GRACE��WHICH�COMES�FROM�LIVING�IN�A�CITY�WITHOUT�
ANY�TOASTERS�BUT�A�THOUSAND�SLAVES�WIELDING�CANDLES�UNDER�EACH�BREAD�SLICE��SONGBIRDS�
DIPPED�IN�HONEY�YOU�EAT�IN�ONE�BITE��RIDING�AROUND�IN�A�LITTER�WITH�YOUR�ARM�STICKING�
OUT�THE�SIDE��ENJOYING�THE�BREEZE��WHICH�YOU�KNOW�IS�POISONED�BUT�YOU�HAVE�DOZENS�
TO�TASTE�IT�FOR�YOU��AND�MORE��MOUNTAINS�OF�MORE��SWIMMING�POOLS�WITH�HOT�AND�COLD�
RUNNING�VIRGINS��WANT�TO�BE�THAT��WANTING�TO�BE�LIKE�THAT��LIKING�EVERY�BIT�OF�THAT��AN�
EMPIRE�CONSTRUCTED�OUT�OF�WANTING�

3EPTEMBER���

)�HATE�THAT�HALFCUT�ATTORNEY�GENERAL��THE�GLASS�WALL�YOU�JUST�WANT�TO�THROW�A�BRICK�
THROUGH��HIS�JADING�LEER��HIS�BURL�IN�THE�0RESIDENTIAL�LAP��HIS�JAPES�YOU�WANT�TO�
DISLOCATE�HIS�JAWBONE�YOU�WANT�TO�RENDER�UNTO�HIM�INTIMATE�KNOWLEDGES��DROPS�
OF�WATER��LOYAL�PROSECUTORS�ETC�FOREVER�WHO�LEAK�LIKE�EIGHT�DAY�OLD�MYLAR�BALLOONS��
WHEN�)�WAS�YOUNGER�)�D�SUGGEST�OUR�COMPLICITY�WITH�HIM��OUR�SIMILARITIES��THAT�HIS�
CORRUPTION�WAS�JUST�A�MIMICKRY�OF�DEEPER�NATIONAL�ROTS��NOW�)�THINK�THERE�ARE�NO�
LANDlLLS�HOT�ENOUGH�TO�ROT�THIS�PLASTIC�WASTE�MATERIAL��AND�WHEN�WE�GET�BURIED�BESIDE�
HIM�WE�LL�MAKE�HIM�WEAR�BUNNY�EARS�SO�WE�CAN�KICK�THE�SHIT�OUT�OF�HIM�WHEN�WE�
CATCH�HIM�
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3TEPPING�0OEMS

)8

(OW�CIRCUMSTANCES�DOTH�BEND
OUR�LIGHT�TRAJECTORIES

sss

THE�BLACK�:AMBIAN�NIGHT
ON�THE�DUSTPATH
HOT�SMELLS
ANIMALVOICED�DISTANCES
A�PRESENCE�PASSING
CLOSE�INVISIBLE

sss

THE�BODY�HAS�LIMITS
THEY�ARE�CALLED�GENERATION
THIS�WORLD�IS�LIMITLESS
A�46�FUZZ
OF�INlNITE�RECOMBINATION
IT�WILL�BE�SPOKEN
BY�THE�UNTONGUED
HEARTLESS�SCATTER
OF�BREATH
AND�MY�BRAIN

sss

AGONIZED�LEAPS
SCREAMS�AND�BARKS
%RNST�S�ANGEL�OF�THE�HEARTH
PULVERIZING�DUST

sss

 �,!�&�!�3(),
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THE�NIGHT�SKY
THE�SKY�AT�MORNING

sss

DO�YOU�HOLD�ME
AS�)�ENTER�THE�INARTICULATE�
THE�TOUCH�SO�LIGHT

sss

MEMORY
UNNECESSARY�PAIN
LIKE�QUILLS�THROUGH�SKIN
IN�A�NARROW�ACCESS
TO�THE�UNDERGROUND
JAMMED
WITH�FELLOW�TRAVELERS

sss

SO�THEN
NOT�INSIDE�OR�OUTSIDE
CONTENT�OR�NONCONTENT
HAVE�OR�HAVE�NOT
ROOF�PEELED�FROM�A�BUS
RAIN�FALLING�ON�THE�SEATS
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8

,IVING
WITH�THE�FALLOUT
REBUILDING
PROVISIONALLY
GATHERING
EACH�EVENING�TO�WATCH
THE�mAT�IMMORTALS
THEIR�GESTURES
OF�LUST�AND�VIOLENCE
SENSING�CHANGE
IN�THE�DEEP�TISSUE

sss

GREAT�MOTHERCITY
)�AM�DISTRACTED
)�NURTURE�EVERY�CHILD�THAT�
COMES
AS�IF�IT�WERE�MY�CHILD
DISTRACTEDLY

sss

NOT�OVERRIPE
MY�DEAR�ONE
JUST�mORID
IT�IS�SPRING�AFTER�ALL
OR�WAS

sss

AN�ANTEROOM
PORTRAITS
IN�THE�'OETHEHAUS
YOUNG�FRIENDS
A�BASKET�OF�APPLES
IN�THE�ORCHARD
AT�DUSK

sss
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YOU
YOU�MUST�EXPECT
TO�STRIP
BEFORE�OTHERS
YOU�ARE�THE�SAME
AT�LEAST
WE�ARE�THE�SAME
YOU
YOU�ARE�OUT�OF�PLACE
EXPOSED
AND�WE�ARE�SMIRK�AND�MUSCLE
EXCUSE�IT�
WHY�
WHAT�DO�YOU�HOARD�

sss

HE�MADE�A�PAINTING�OF�A�
QUARRY
THE�QUARRY�REMAINED
HE�PAINTED�THE�QUARRY
AS�A�THEATRE
ENDURING�THE�PALM
OF�SOUTHERN�SUNLIGHT
THE�WALL�ROUGHLY�STEPPED
WITH�REDSHAFTED�PINES
FOR�SHADE
OPEN
AS�IF

sss

GRENADE
PIN�GONE
A
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4HE�SERIES�OF�DRAWINGS�TITLED�-ARY�4OFT�S�#HILDREN�WERE�CREATED�FOR�THE�3OUTH�4IP
PERARY�!RTS�#ENTRE��������)RELAND	�AND�ARE�BASED�AROUND�A�WELL�KNOWN�HOAX�FROM�
�����S�"RITAIN��WHICH�WAS�DOCUMENTED�BY�THE�ARTIST�7ILLIAM�(OGARTH�IN�HIS�ENGRAV
INGS�TITLED�#UNICULARII������	�AND�LATER�#REDULITY��3UPERSTITION�AND�&ANATICISM������	��
4HE�HOAXER�IN�QUESTION�WAS�-ARY�4OFT�WHO�GAINED�NOTORIETY�IN������WHEN�SHE�ALLEG
EDLY�GAVE�BIRTH�TO�SEVENTEEN�RABBITS��3HE�HAD�MANAGED�TO�FOOL�MANY�MIDHUSBANDS�
OF�THE�DAY�AND�THE�THEN�0RINCE�OF�7ALES�BELIEVED�HER�CURIOUS�CASE��4HE�INDIVIDUAL�
DRAWINGS�RANGE�IN�SIZE�FROM����CM� ����CM�TO����CM� ����CM�

�,����&3(�"
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3HIFT

������PM

7HEN�THE�ALARM�GOES�OFF�)�SPRING�OUT�OF�BED�AND�STAND�IN�THE�DARK�FOR�AWHILE��
4HEN�)�UNDRESS�FOR�THE�SHOWER��/N�THE�WAY�OUT�OF�MY�ROOM�)�LOOK�AT�MYSELF�

IN�THE�MIRROR��4HE�BAGS�UNDER�MY�EYES�ARE�BLACK�AND�BLUE��LIKE�BRUISES��AND�MY�
COMPLEXION�IS�PALE�AND�PASTY��ALMOST�COLORLESS��)�DON�T�LOOK�TOO�GOOD��)�DON�T�FEEL�TOO�
GOOD�EITHER��"UT�AT�LEAST�THERE�LL�BE�PLENTY�OF�HOT�WATER�AT�THIS�TIME�OF�NIGHT��9OU�SEE��
)�M�ABOUT�TO�WORK�MY���TH�STRAIGHT�SHIFT�AND�)�COUNT�ON�THE�LITTLE�THINGS�TO�GET�ME�
THROUGH�THE�NIGHT��4HEY�HAVE�TO�DURING�TIMES�LIKE�THIS��NOT�THAT�)�M�COMPLAINING��
-Y�LIFE�IS�OKAY��"ETTER�THAN�MOST��NO�DOUBT�ABOUT�IT��)�VE�SEEN�MY�SHARE�OF�DOWN
ANDOUT�PEOPLE�IN�THIS�WORLD��SOME�OF�THEM�ALL�CHEWED�UP�AND�SPIT�OUT��LIKE�THE�
SCRAPS�YOU�D�TOSS�TO�A�PACK�OF�STRAY�DOGS��4HROWAWAYS��THE�THINGS�NO�ONE�WILL�MISS�

������PM
!FTER�A�LONG�SHOWER�)�CHECK�ON�MY�SISTERS��#LAUDIA�IS�DOING�HOMEWORK�AT�THE�DESK�THEY�
SHARE�AND�-ADDIE�IS�ALREADY�ASLEEP�IN�HER�BED��BUT�ALL�THE�LIGHTS�ARE�ON�IN�HERE��AND�THE�
BLANKETS�ARE�PULLED�OVER�HER�HEAD��SO�NOW�)�M�WONDERING�HOW�ANYONE�COULD�SLEEP�IN�
THIS�ROOM��BRIGHT�AS�IT�IS�
� h$ID�YOU�SEE�THE�ELECTRIC�BILL�THIS�MONTH�v�)�ASK�FROM�THE�DOORWAY�
� #LAUDIA�PUTS�HER�PEN�DOWN�AND�LOOKS�UP�FROM�THE�DESK��h)�SAID�)�LL�CHIP�IN�v
� )�RUN�A�HAND�THROUGH�MY�HAIR�AND�A�FEW�STRANDS�FALL�OUT�AND�mOAT�DOWN�TO�THE�
mOOR��h4HAT�S�NOT�THE�POINT�v�)�SHAKE�MY�HEAD�AT�HER��h9OU�VE�BEEN�NUTS�WITH�THE�LIGHTS�
SINCE�MOM�MOVED�BACK��9OUR�SISTER�AND�)�CAN�ONLY�TAKE�SO�MUCH�v
� #LAUDIA�ROLLS�HER�EYES�AT�ME�BUT�DOESN�T�SAY�ANYTHING��(ER�DYED�BLOND�HAIR�IS�
PULLED�BACK�IN�A�TIGHT�PONYTAIL�AND�SHE�HAS�SPATTERS�OF�BLUSH�ON�BOTH�OF�HER�CHEEKS�AND�
A�LAYER�OF�FOUNDATION�CAKED�ON�HER�FACE��7ITH�SO�MUCH�MAKEUP�ON�SHE�LOOKS�TWENTY
lVE��EASY��WHICH�IS�THE�SAME�AGE�AS�ME��AND�THIS�IS�ENOUGH�TO�MAKE�AN�OLDER�BROTHER�
WORRY��)�VE�SEEN�THE�WAY�OTHER�MEN��OLDER�MEN��LOOK�AT�HER�
� h9OU�RE�ALMOST�lFTEEN�NOW�v�)�SAY��h9OU�SHOULDN�T�BE�AFRAID�OF�THE�DARK�v
� h)� JUST� LIKE� IT� BRIGHT� IN� HERE�v� SHE� SAYS�� h-OM� NEVER� LEAVES� ANY� LIGHTS� ON� AT�
NIGHT�v
� h3HE�S� ONLY� BEEN� BACK� FOR� A� MONTH�v� )� SAY�� h9OU�LL� GET� USED� TO� HAVING� HER�
AROUND�AGAIN�v
� #LAUDIA� IS� CHEWING�HER�lNGERNAILS� NOW��!CTUALLY� EATING� THEM��/NE�OF� HER�
NASTY�LITTLE�HABITS�
� h7HATEVER�v�SHE�SAYS��h!RE�YOU�DONE�TALKING�v
� h*UST�ONE�MORE�THING�v�)�SAY��h(OW�MUCH�HAVE�YOU�SAVED�v
� h����DOLLARS�v�SHE�REPLIES��SHARPLY��WITHOUT�LOOKING�UP�AT�ME��h!ND�)�HAVE�A�

$/-.#(�$�#(�"#&&
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BABYSITTING�JOB�THIS�WEEKEND�v
� h(ER�BIRTHDAY�S�IN�TWO�WEEKS�v�)�SAY�
� !T�THIS�#LAUDIA�FALLS�FORWARD��OVER�HER�DESK��LIKE�SHE�JUST�FAINTED��h(OW�COULD�
)�FORGET�v
� 3MILING��)�TURN�AROUND�AND�WALK�INTO�THE�HALLWAY��h3HE�S�REALLY�GOING�TO�LIKE�
IT�v�)�SAY�OVER�MY�SHOULDER�

������PM
$OWNSTAIRS�)�MAKE�MYSELF�AN�EGG�IN�THE�KITCHEN��7HILE�IT�COOKS�)�POUR�A�SHOT�OF�RUM�
INTO�MY�COFFEE��7HEN�THE�EGG�IS�DONE�)�SIT�DOWN�AT�THE�TABLE�AND�EAT�IT��!�FEW�MINUTES�
LATER�MOM�WALKS�IN�AND�TAKES�A�SEAT��3HE�S�WEARING�PATCHEDUP�JEANS��!�mANNEL�SHIRT�IS�
TIED�AROUND�HER�WAIST��!ND�THEN�)�NOTICE�SHE�S�GOT�ONE�OF�MY�TEESHIRTS�ON��TOO��WHICH�
MEANS�)�LL�HAVE�TO�TELL�HER�MY�CLOTHES�ARE�OFF�LIMITS�AGAIN��"UT�NOT�TONIGHT��)�M�IN�NO�
MOOD�FOR�CONFRONTATION�
� -OM�LOOKS�ACROSS�THE�TABLE�AT�ME��h9OU�EAT�A�LOT�OF�EGGS�v�SHE�SAYS��
� h4HEY�RE�GOOD�FOR�YOU�AND�)�LIKE�THEM��9OU�KNOW�THAT�v�)�SAY�BACK��
� 3HE�MOTIONS�FOR�MY�PLATE��AND�)�SLIDE�IT�ACROSS�THE�TABLE��h3ILVERWARE��TOO�v�SHE�
SAYS��AND�SO�)�STAND�UP�AND�BRING�MY�KNIFE�AND�FORK�OVER�TO�HER��-OM�TAKES�THEM�FROM�
ME��THEN�SHE�STARTS�DRUMMING�ON�MY�PLATE�
� )�WALK�BACK�AROUND�THE�TABLE�AND�SIT�DOWN�AGAIN��)�THINK�ABOUT�THE�EGG�)�JUST�
ATE��AND�NOW�MY�BRAIN�FEELS�LIKE�SMEARED�YOLK�
� h!RE�YOU�PRACTICING�TONIGHT�v�)�ASK�
� -OM�STOPS�DRUMMING��3HE�POINTS�AT�THE�CABINETS�ABOVE�OUR�SINK��h$O�YOU�
LIKE�WHAT�)�DID�TODAY�v�SHE�ASKS�
� )�LOOK�OVER�AND�SEE�AN�AUTOGRAPHED�PICTURE�OF�$AVE�,OMBARDO�TAPED�TO�THE�
DOOR��(E�WAS�THE�DRUMMER�OF�3LAYER��MOM�S�FAVORITE�4HRASH�-ETAL�BAND��AND�THE�GUY�
WHO�GOT�HER�THAT�lRST�BIG�BREAK��(IS�ENTIRE�FACE�IS�PAINTED�WHITE��LIKE�A�MIME�S��AND�HIS�
BANGS�ARE�TEASED�UP��OUT��ALMOST�LIKE�SPIKES�
� h9OU�MUST�HAVE�BEEN�REALLY�BORED�v�)�SAY�
� -OM�RUNS�A�HAND�THROUGH�HER�GREASESLICKED�HAIR��WHICH�HAS�STARTED�TO�CLUMP�
TOGETHER��LIKE�DREADLOCKS��BUT�MOM�S�NO�2ASTAFARIAN��THAT�S�FOR�SURE�
� h7E�OPENED�FOR�THEM�DURING�THEIR�3HOW�.O�-ERCY�4OUR�IN�����v�SHE�SAYS�
� )�SWIG�THE�REST�OF�MY�COFFEE��h!ND�YOU�LL�MEET�UP�WITH�HIM�AGAIN��9OU�HAVE�TO�
BELIEVE�THAT�v�4HEN�)�POINT�AT�HER�AND�SAY��h3INK�OR�SWIM�v
� -OM�LEANS�OVER�THE�TABLE��EYING�MY�COFFEE�CUP�NOW��h9OU�COULD�BE�lRED�v�SHE�SAYS�
� ,IKE�A�TOAST��)�RAISE�MY�CUP�IN�THE�AIR��h)T�WAS�JUST�A�SPLASH�v
� h)�SMELT�IT�ON�YOUR�BREATH�LAST�NIGHT��!ND�THE�NIGHT�BEFORE�THAT�v
� "UT�)�KNOW�WHERE�THIS�CONVERSATION�IS�HEADED��AND�)�DON�T�WANT�TO�GET�INTO�IT�
RIGHT�NOW��SO�)�GET�UP�FROM�THE�TABLE�AND�WALK�OVER�TO�THE�SINK��)�TURN�THE�FAUCET�ON��
#OLD�WATER�SPLASHES�OFF�DIRTY�DISHES�AND�GLASSES�AND�)�CATCH�SOME�OF�THE�RICOCHET�IN�MY�
EYE��)T�BURNS�REAL�BAD�AT�lRST��BUT�THEN�)�DON�T�FEEL�ANYTHING�AT�ALL�



0ING�����0ONG

� 7HEN�THE�SINK�lLLS�UP�)�TURN�THE�WATER�OFF��h,ET�THE�DISHES�SOAK�FOR�A�WHILE��
)�LL�TAKE�CARE�OF�THEM�AFTER�WORK�v�)�SAY�ON�MY�WAY�OUT�OF�THE�KITCHEN�
� h)S�EVERYTHING�ALRIGHT�v�MOM�CALLS�OUT�
� h/F�COURSE��4HING�S�COULDN�T�BE�BETTER�v�)�YELL�BACK�
�
������PM
7HEN�)�GET�TO�WORK�(AL�S�SCOOTER�ISN�T�IN�THE�LOT��BUT�#ARLOS��3UBURBAN�IS�THERE��TAKING�
UP�TWO�FULL�SPACES�IN�FRONT�OF�THE�STORE��)�PULL�IN�NEXT�TO�IT��)�TURN�THE�IGNITION�OFF��)�TAKE�
FOUR�DEEP�BREATHS��)�OPEN�AND�CLOSE�MY�EYES��)�LEAN�BACK�IN�MY�SEAT��)�CHECK�MYSELF�OUT�
IN�THE�REARVIEW�MIRROR��!ND�THEN�)�GET�OUT�OF�THE�CAR�

������PM
)NSIDE�THE�STORE�#ARLOS�IS�SITTING�ON�THE�BLACKANDWHITE�CHECKERED�mOOR�WITH�HIS�LEGS�
CROSSED��HIS�HEAD�DOWN��AND�BOTH�EYES�CLOSED�TIGHT��h4HANK�GOD�YOU�RE�HERE��!NDY�v�
#ARLOS�SAYS�WITHOUT�LOOKING�UP�
� )�WALK�BEHIND�THE�COUNTER�AND�THROW�MY�COAT�ON�THE�STOOL��h7HERE�S�(AL�v�)�ASK��
� #ARLOS�IS�DRESSED�IN�A�CRUSHEDVELVET�JUMPSUIT��LIKE�ALWAYS��BUT�HE�S�BAREFOOT��
TOO��WHICH�IS�SOMETHING�NEW�
� h(AL�LOST�CONTROL�TODAY�v�HE�SAYS�
� )�OPEN�THE�REGISTER�AND�START�TO�COUNT�THE�TILL��h$ID�HE�START�CRYING�IN�FRONT�OF�
THE�CUSTOMERS�AGAIN�v
� #ARLOS�TAKES�A�STICK�OF�INCENSE�OUT�OF�HIS�POCKET��(E�LIGHTS�IT��WAITS�FOR�THE�
CHERRY�TO�CATCH��THEN�BREATHES�THE�SMOKE�IN��HIS�NOSTRILS�mARING��h(AL�REALLY�LASHED�OUT�
TODAY�v�#ARLOS�SAYS��h(E�CAUGHT�A�TEENAGER�STEALING�THIS�AFTERNOON�AND�A�CONFRONTATION�
ENSUED��(AL�SMASHED�THE�KIDS�HEAD�AGAINST�THE�mOOR�lVE�OR�SIX�TIMES��-ADE�A�TOTAL�
MESS�OF�THAT�KID�v
� h,ITERALLY�v�)�ASK�
� #ARLOS�STANDS�UP��PATS�HIS�BIG�BELLY��h9ES�v�HE�SAYS��h!ND�lGURATIVELY��TOO��)�
IMAGINE�v�
� h7ELL�v�)�SAY��NOW�SHAKING�MY�HEAD��h7E�BOTH�SAW�THIS�COMING�v
� !ND�WE�DID��IT�S�TRUE��%VER�SINCE�THE�ROBBERY�LAST�MONTH��HIS�lRST��(AL�S�BEEN�
TALKING�ALL�KINDS�OF� CRAZY� SHIT��(E�S� ALSO�BEEN�HOT� FOR�A�GUN��WHICH� ISN�T� SOMETHING�
)�RECOMMEND�FOR�A�GUY�WHO�TAKES�LITHIUM�THREE�TIMES�A�DAY��"UT�THERE�S�NO�GETTING�
THROUGH�TO�(AL��)�VE�TRIED�TELLING�HIM�IT�WAS�NOTHING�PERSONAL��7E�WORK�AT�A�CONVENIENCE�
STORE�AND�GETTING�ROBBED�BY�A�PREGNANT�WOMAN��AT�GUNPOINT��IS�WHAT�YOU�MIGHT�CALL�AN�
OCCUPATIONAL�HAZARD��9OU�NEED�THICK�SKIN�IN�THIS�LINE�OF�WORK��)�VE�TOLD�(AL��BUT�LIKE�
MOST�OF�US��HE�HAS�SELECTIVE�HEARING�
� )�lNISH�COUNTING�THE�PENNIES�AND�START�ON�THE�NICKELS��THE�METALLIC�lLM�FROM�
THESE�COINS�IS�ALREADY�MAKING�MY�lNGERS�ITCH�
� h7HAT�DO�YOU�EXPECT�FROM�A�REACTIONARY�v
� #ARLOS�WAGS�HIS�lNGER�AT�ME��h!NDY��)�M�SERIOUS�v�HE�SAYS��h(AL�S�A�REALLIFE�
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(UMPTY$UMPTY��(IS� INTHEWORLDSELF� IS� BIFURCATED��MORE� THAN�MINE��MORE� THAN�
YOURS�EVEN��AND�HE�NEEDS�OUR�HELP�v
� )�DROP�A�HANDFUL�OF�COINS�BACK�INTO�THE�TILL��AND�)�THEN�SLAM�THE�REGISTER�CLOSED��
h)�CAN�T�WORRY�ABOUT�WHAT�GOES�ON�HERE��)T�HAS�NOTHING�TO�DO�WITH�ME�v
� h"UT�THINGS�ARE�STILL�HAPPENING�IN�THE�WORLD��!NDY��!ND�BELIEVE�ME��YOU�AND�
YOURS�AREN�T�THE�ONLY�ONES�STRUGGLING�v
� )�POP� THE� REGISTER� OPEN� AND� START� COUNTING� THE� CHANGE� AGAIN�� QUARTERS� THIS�
TIME��h3O�WHAT�SHOULD�)�DO�THEN�v
� #ARLOS�PACES�BACK�AND�FORTH� IN� FRONT�OF� THE�COUNTER��h7ELL�v�HE� SAYS��h9OU�
COULD�START�BY�TRYING�TO�UNDERSTAND�WHAT�(AL�S�FEELING�INSIDE��(E�S�LOOKING�FOR�SOME�
KIND�OF�CONNECTION��*UST�A�LITTLE�BIT�OF�THAT�HUMAN�TOUCH�v
� )�CRACK�A�ROLL�OF�COINS�AGAINST�THE�COUNTER�BUT�THE�PAPER�DOESN�T�SPLIT�LIKE�IT�
USUALLY�DOES��h3EE�v�)�SAY��HOLDING�THE�ROLL�OF�QUARTERS�UP�FOR�#ARLOS�TO�SEE��h)�M�REALLY�
OUT�OF�IT��4OTALLY�INEPT�v
� %XASPERATED��#ARLOS�TURNS�AROUND�AND�LOOKS�OUT�AT�THE�STORE��)N�THE�FAR�BACK��
NEAR�THE�BATHROOMS��A�STUFFED�CHICKEN�IS�PROPPED�AGAINST�THE�WALL��)T�MUST�BE�EIGHT�FEET�
TALL�AND�WELL�OVER�A�HUNDRED�POUNDS��4HE�DAMN�THING�IS�BALDING��TOO��!T�NIGHT�)�lND�
FEATHERS�ALL�OVER�THE�STORE��"UT�#ARLOS�SURE�LOVES�THAT�CHICKEN��(E�TREATS�THE�DAMN�THING�
LIKE�A�PET��/UR�STOIC�WATCHMAN��THAT�S�WHAT�HE�CALLS�IT��"UT�THE�BIRD�IS�GROTESQUE��!ND�
IT�SCARES�THE�KIDS��TOO��BUT�#ARLOS�IS�THE�BOSS��SO�)�DON�T�SAY�SHIT�
� h)�PATCHED�UP�HIS�BALDSPOTS�THIS�AFTERNOON�v�HE�SAYS��h4HINK�HE�LOOKS�ANY�
BETTER�v
� )�GLANCE�OVER�AT�THE�CHICKEN��WHICH�STILL�RESEMBLES�A�GIANT�RAGDOLL��OR�A�POST
APOCALYPTIC�MASCOT��AND�THEN�)�SAY��h0RETTY�GOOD�FROM�HERE�v�WHILE�NODDING�MY�HEAD�
FOR�EMPHASIS�
� #ARLOS�SMOOTHES�BACK�HIS�THICK�BROWN�HAIR��h9OU�RE�JUST�SAYING�THAT�v�HE�SAYS�
� h)�WOULDN�T�DO�THAT��#ARLOS�v�)�SAY��h9OU�KNOW�)�M�A�STRAIGHT�SHOOTER�v

������PM
!FTER�#ARLOS� LEAVES�)� REACH�UNDER�THE�COUNTER�AND�GRAB�THE�NEWEST� ISSUE�OF�-ODERN�
$RUMMER��A�COPY�)�SNAGGED�FROM�THE�MAGAZINE�RACK��4HIS� ISSUE�FEATURES�A�WRITE�UP�
ON� THE� INDUSTRY�S� NEWEST� DRUMSETS�� AND�0EARL� HAS� A� COUPLE� OF� DANDIES�� )� HAVE�ONE�
HIGHLIGHTED� ON� PAGE� ���� )T�S� ABSOLUTELY� GORGEOUS�� UNGRADED� LOWMASS� ALUMINUM�
/PTI-OUNTS��BRASS�DRUM�SPURS��BRASS�DRUM�CLAWS��mOOR�BRACKETS��SWIVEL�TUG�LUGS�BUILT�
INTO�EACH�DRUM��AND�THEY�ALL�HAVE�h'OLDEN�2ATIOv�AIR�VENTS��WHICH�IMPROVE�LOWEND�
RESPONSE��!ND�IF�WE�DO�DECIDE�TO�BUY�THIS�ONE�FOR�HER�BIRTHDAY��MOM�WILL�BE�ABLE�TO�
CHOOSE�FROM����HANDRUBBED�LACQUER�AND�PREMIUM�lNISHES�IN�HER�CHOICE�OF�CHROME��
BLACK�CHROME��OR�GOLDPLATED�HARDWARE�
� "UT�IF�THIS�NEW�DRUM�SET�DOESN�T�DO�THE�TRICK��BELIEVE�ME��)�M�OUT�OF�IDEAS��9OU�
SEE��MOM�S�DOWN�RIGHT�AND�FEELS�TOO�TIRED��TOO�UTTERLY�FATIGUED��TO�PICK�HERSELF�BACK�UP��
h)T�S�LIKE�)�VE�FORGOTTEN�HOW�TO�PLAY�v�SHE�SAYS�WHEN�)�ASK�WHAT�S�WRONG��h)�VE�LOST�MY�
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SOUND�v�SHE�SAYS��!ND�)�KNOW�WHAT�SHE�MEANS��LIKE�ALL�OF�US��MOM�S�JUST�SCARED��"UT�)�
KNOW�SHE�LL�GET�BACK�OUT�ON�THE�ROAD��ROCKING�EARDRUMS�AND�SPLINTERING�DRUM�STICKS��
JUST�LIKE�SHE�LOVES�TO�DO��)�KNOW�IT�)�KNOW�IT�)�KNOW�IT�

������PM
!�MAN�WALKS�INTO�THE�STORE�WITH�HIS�TWO�KIDS�AND�RIGHT�AWAY�)�KNOW�HE�S�A�TWEAKER��(IS�
EYES�ARE�GLASSY�AND�HE�CAN�T�STOP�SCRATCHING�HIMSELF��4RACK�MARKS�RUN�UP�AND�DOWN�HIS�
ARMS�AND�)�CAN�SMELL�HIM�FROM�WHERE�)�M�SITTING��RIGHT�BEHIND�THE�COUNTER��(E�STINKS�
LIKE�CHEMICALS��4HE�KIND�YOU�KEEP�UNDER�YOUR�SINK�
� h'ET�WHATEVER�YOU�WANT�FOR�DINNER�v�HE�SAYS�TO�THE�KIDS��WHO�RUN�RIGHT�TO�THE�
FREEZERS�IN�THE�BACK��NEAR�THE�CHICKEN��AND�PICK�OUT�BURRITOS�
� 7HEN�THE�MAN�APPROACHES�THE�COUNTER�)�TELL�HIM�OUR�MICROWAVE�IS�BROKEN��
h!ND�THOSE�THINGS�ARE�FROZEN�SOLID��/NE�BITE�AND�THEY�LL�CRACK�THEIR�FRONT�TEETH�v�)�SAY�
� 7ITH�HIS�HANDS�CUPPED�TOGETHER�THE�MAN�SMILES�AT�ME��h)�NEED�TO�MAKE�A�FEW�
BUSINESS�TRANSACTIONS�v�!ND�THEN�HE�POINTS�AT�THE�SHELF�DIRECTLY�BEHIND�ME��WHERE�WE�
KEEP�OVERTHECOUNTER�MEDS��h*UST�A�DOZEN�BOXES�SHOULD�DO�THE�TRICK�v
� ,OOKING�PAST�HIM��OVER�HIM��)�SEE�HIS�TWO�KIDS��THEY�RE�SITTING�IN�THE�MIDDLE�
OF�AISLE�FOUR��BACKS�AGAINST�THE�CANDY�RACK��LICKING�THEIR�BURRITOS�LIKE�LOLLIPOPS�
h9OU�NEED�TO�PAY�FOR�THOSE�BURRITOS��/K��BOSS�v�)�SAY�
� h/F�COURSE��OF�COURSE�v�THE�MAN�SAYS��(E�S�SWEATING�NOW��AND�JITTERY��TOO��LIKE�
ALL�THE�JUNKIES�WHO�COME�IN�HERE�THIS�LATE�AT�NIGHT��h"UT�lRST�)�NEED�THAT�3UDAFED�v�HE�
SAYS��h9OU�UNDERSTAND�THE�PRINCIPLES�OF�SUPPLY�AND�DEMAND��)�KNOW�YOU�DO�v
� )�SHAKE�MY�HEAD�AT�HIM��h/NE�BOX�PER�CUSTOMER��AND�THAT�S�NOT�ME�PLAYING�
GOD�EITHER�v�)�SAY��h)T�S�THE�LAW��BROTHER�v
� 4HE�MAN�COLLAPSES�ONTO�THE�COUNTER��FACE�lRST��AND�YELLS��h9O�KIDS��DROP�THE�
BURRITOS�AND�GO�OUT�TO�THE�CAR�v
� 4O�MY�SURPRISE�THEY�DO�AS�THEY�RE�TOLD��/N�THEIR�WAY�OUT�OF�THE�STORE�THE�OLDER�
ONE��THE�BOY��SPITS�ON�THE�mOOR�BEFORE�OPENING�THE�DOOR�FOR�HIS�SISTER�
� h4HEY�RE�SO�WELL�MANNERED�v�)�SAY��hAND�REALLY�OBEDIENT�v�"UT�THIS�MAN��HE�
DOESN�T� ANSWER�� .OT� A� SOUND��4HEN�� SNORING�� !ND� SO� )� mICK� HIS� FOREHEAD� WITH� MY�
MIDDLE�lNGER�
� (E� SPRINGS� UP� FROM� THE� COUNTER�� h)� HEARD� THIS� STORE� PRACTICES� CORPORAL�
PUNISHMENT��3TEAL� A� SNACK�OR� SOMETHING�AND�YOU�MIGHT� LEAVE�HERE�ON�A� STRETCHER�v�
!ND�NOW�HE�S�SMILING�AT�ME��A�MANIACAL�GRIN�THAT�MAKES�ME�FEEL�GRIMY��h)N�4URKEY�v�
HE�CONTINUES��hIF�A�MAN�IS�WRONGLY�PUNISHED�THE�NEXT�OLDEST�MAN�IN�HIS�FAMILY�ASSUMES�
A�VENDETTA�AGAINST�THE�PERPETRATOR�v�!ND�ALTHOUGH�)�SHOULD�KEEP�MY�MOUTH�SHUT�AND�
LET�THIS�MAN�GO�ON�HIS�WAY��)�VE�ALWAYS�BEEN�INTERESTED�IN�THE�CUSTOMS�AND�CULTURES�OF�
OTHER�COUNTRIES�AND�SO�A�QUESTION�COMES�TO�MIND��SOMETHING�)�NEED�TO�KNOW�
� h7HAT�IF�THERE�AREN�T�ANY�MORE�MEN�v�)�ASK�
� h4HE�FAMILY�HIRES�A�VIGILANTE�v�THE�MAN�TELLS�ME��AND�THEN�HE�WALKS�OUT�OF�THE�
STORE�AND�DISAPPEARS�INTO�THE�NIGHT�
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������AM
!FTER�)�CLEAN�THE�COFFEE�POTS��WHICH�ARE�DIRTY�AS�HELL�TONIGHT��THE�PHONE�STARTS�TO�RING��)�
SPRINT�BACK�BEHIND�THE�COUNTER�AND�PICK�IT�UP��h(ELLO�v�)�SAY�INTO�THE�RECEIVER�
� h-OM�S�ON�A�RAMPAGE�v�#LAUDIA�SAYS��h3HE�S�BEEN�DRUMMING�SINCE�YOU�LEFT�v
� h/H�YEAH�v�)�SAY��h(OW�DOES�SHE�SOUND�v
� h0RETTY�GOOD��ACTUALLY��BUT�SHE�S�LOUD�AS�HELL�v
� )�PIN�THE�RECEIVER�AGAINST�MY�SHOULDER�AND�BEND�OVER�THE�COUNTER��RIGHT�UNDER�THE�
CIGARETTE�RACK��AND�PICK�AT�THE�GREASE�UNDER�MY�lNGERNAILS��h(OW�LOUD�v�)�ASK��h"ECAUSE�
YOU�HAVE�OPTIONS��9OU�CAN�TURN�ON�SOME�OF�YOUR�OWN�MUSIC�OR�WRAP�A�PILLOW�AROUND�YOUR�
HEAD�AND�COUNT�TO�A�MILLION�v�#LAUDIA�SIGHS�INTO�THE�PHONE��HER�STANDARD�REPLY�THESE�DAYS��
AND�THEN�)�HEAR�NOTHING�AT�ALL��h(AS�YOUR�SISTER�WOKEN�UP�YET�v�)�ASK�
� h.O��-ATTIE�S�STILL�ASLEEP�THANK�'OD�v
� )�SWITCH�THE�PHONE�TO�MY�OTHER�EAR�AND�NOW�)�HEAR�IT��/N�THE�OTHER�END�OF�THE�
LINE�#LAUDIA�IS�CHEWING�ON�SOMETHING��-AYBE�GUM��WHICH�KILLS�ME��BECAUSE�WE�JUST�
TOOK�HER�TO�THE�DENTIST�
� h)�HOPE�YOUR�TEETH�FALL�OUT�OF�YOUR�HEAD�v�)�SAY�
� #LAUDIA�GIGGLES��AND�)�HAVE�NO�IDEA�WHY�UNTIL�SHE�SAYS��h3PEAKING�OF�HEADS��TELL�
ME�WHAT�HAPPENED�AT�THE�STORE�TODAY�v
� )�LOOK�AT�THE�CLOCK��)T�S�STILL�EARLY�
� h)�DON�T�KNOW�WHAT�YOU�MEAN�v�)�SAY�
� h-Y�FRIEND�CALLED�AFTER�YOU�LEFT��(ER�BROTHER�WENT�TO�CAMP�WITH�THE�KID��AND�
NOW�HE�S�DEAD�OR�SOMETHING��4HE�KID�)�MEAN��NOT�THE�BROTHER�v
� h7HY�AREN�T�YOU�ASLEEP�v�)�ASK��BUT�INSTEAD�OF�ANSWERING�MY�QUESTION�#LAUDIA�
STARTS� CHEWING� HER� GUM� EVER� LOUDER�� AND� FOR� SOME� REASON� )� lND� HER� IRREVERENCE�
ENDEARING��BUT�)�M�NOT�GOING�TO�TELL�HER�WHAT�HAPPENED��4HE�LAST�THING�SHE�NEEDS�TO�
HEAR�IS�ANOTHER�HORROR�STORY�
� h3O�v�SHE�SAYS��h)�M�WAITING�v
� "UT�)�DON�T�ANSWER��)�DON�T�SAY�ANYTHING�AT�ALL��AND�EXCEPT�FOR�THE�SOUND�OF�OUR�
BREATH��OUR�SYNCHRONIZED�BREATHING��THERE�IS�TOTAL�SILENCE�BETWEEN�US��AND�)�ACTUALLY�
FEEL�VERY�CLOSE�TO�HER�RIGHT�NOW�
� h7HO�LOVES�YOU�THE�MOST�v�)�ASK�
� h9OU�DO�v�#LAUDIA�REPLIES��AND�THEN�SHE�SPITS�OUT�HER�GUM��h.OW�TELL�ME�WHAT�
HAPPENED�v

������AM
)� LOOK�UP�FROM�MY�MAGAZINE�WHEN�THE�TWINS�WALK�IN��4HEIR�NAMES�ARE�"UNNY�AND�
2ABBIT��4HE�OTHER�CLERKS�CALL�THEM�THE�3LURPY�3LUTS��BECAUSE�THEY�LL�DO�ANYTHING�FOR�
A�3LURPY��OR�SO�)�VE�BEEN�TOLD��4HEY�LOOK�ABOUT�lFTY�BUT�NO�ONE�KNOWS�FOR�SURE��4HEY�
BOTH�HAVE�SILVER�HAIR��AND�THEY�RE�WEARING�MATCHING�BELLYSHIRTS�THAT�STRETCH�TIGHT�ACROSS�
THEIR�CHESTS�
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� h7HAT�S�GOOD�TONIGHT�v�THEY�ASK�
� h(EARD�THE�-OUNTAIN�2AIN�0EACH�"LAST�IS�DECENT�v
� 4HEY�TURN�AND�LOOK�AT�EACH�OTHER��NOW�MAKING�THE�SAME�FACE��A�LOOK�OF�MUTUAL�
DISGUST��h-OUNTAIN�2AIN�SOUNDS�LIKE�HIKING�AND�PEACHES�ARE�ONLY�GOOD�IN�PIES�v�THEY�
SAY�
� h-IGHT�BE�ABLE�TO�PLACE�AN�ORDER�WITH�THE�BOSS��7HAT�DO�YOU�WANT��EXACTLY�v
� 4HE�TWINS�START�TO�LAUGH��h#ARLOS�WON�T�DO�IT�UNLESS�WE�DO�SOMETHING�FOR�HIM��
4HE�MAN�IS�SICKOPHANTIC��!�REAL�SLIMY�lSH�IF�WE�EVER�SAW�ONE�v
� )�CROSS�MY�LEGS��#RACK�MY�KNUCKLES��h)�DON�T�WANT�TO�HAVE�THIS�CONVERSATION�v�
)�SAY��"UT�NOW�THE�PHONE�IS�RINGING�AGAIN�AND�)�DON�T�WANT�TO�DEAL�WITH�IT��)�JUST�DON�T��
SO�)�LET�IT�RING�OVER�AND�OVER�AGAIN��UNTIL�THE�TWINS�ASK�WHY�)�M�NOT�ANSWERING�
� h0ROBABLY�A�WRONG�NUMBER�v�)�TELL�THEM�
� h#OULD�BE�IMPORTANT�v�THEY�SAY�
� h)�DON�T�FEEL�LIKE�TALKING�ON�THE�PHONE��OKAY�v
� h3O�TALK�TO�US�INSTEAD��4ELL�US�HOW�YOU�FEEL�v
� h!BOUT�WHAT�v
� 4HEY�SCRATCH�THEIR�CHINS�AT�THE�SAME�TIME��THEIR�EYES�WIDE�AND�BRIGHT��h!RE�
YOU�WORRIED�ABOUT�(AL�v�THEY�ASK�
� h.O��)�M�NOT�WORRIED��(E�S�A�GROWN�MAN�v
� h7HAT�ABOUT�THAT�POOR�BOY��!RE�YOU�WORRIED�ABOUT�HIM�v
� h)�M�MORE�WORRIED�ABOUT�STARVING�CHILDREN�IN�3UDAN�v�)�SAY�
� 4HE�TWINS�LAUGH��h9OU�CARE�TOO�MUCH��YOU�CARE�TOO�LITTLE�v�THEY�SAY�
� h)�JUST�WANT�TO�lNISH�READING�v
� ,OOKING�DOWN�AT�MY�MAGAZINE�� THEY�NOD�THEIR�HEADS�AND�SMILE��h3URE��GO�
AHEAD��7E�RE�NOT�STOPPING�YOU�v
� )� GIVE� THEM� THE� THUMBS�UP�� h4HANKS� FOR� THAT�v� )� SAY��"UT� THE� TWINS�WON�T�
LEAVE��4HEY�RE�JUST�STANDING�THERE��ARM�IN�ARM��AND�)�FEEL�LIKE�SCREAMING�

�����AM
4HE�PHONE��2INGING��!GAIN��"UT�WHEN�)�PICK�UP�THE�RECEIVER�ALL�)�HEAR�IS�HEAVY�PERVERT�
BREATHING��3OME�GUY�S�JERKING�OFF�ON�THE�OTHER�END�OF�THIS�LINE��(E�S�STROKING�HIMSELF�
RIGHT�NOW��(E�S�DROOLING�INTO�THE�PHONE��ABOUT�TO�CUM��)�DON�T�HANG�UP�THE�PHONE��
THOUGH��)�WANT�SOME�ANSWERS��YOU�SEE��)�WANT�TO�KNOW�WHY�HE�S�CALLING��WANT�TO�KNOW�
WHAT�HE�EXPECTS�FROM�ME�
� h7HO�ARE�YOU�v�)�ASK��AND�ALTHOUGH�HE�DOESN�T�ANSWER�)�CONTINUE�TO�HOLD�THE�
PHONE�TO�MY�EAR��LISTENING�TO�THE�RHYTHMS�OF�HIS�BREATH��AND�SOON�AN�IMAGE�OF�THIS�
MAN�COMES�TO�ME�THROUGH�THE�RECEIVER��(E�S�WATCHING�PORN�ON�A�mATSCREEN�TELEVISION�
IN�HIS�BASEMENT��WHERE�HE�SITS�IN�A�CUMSTAINED�RECLINER��PLEASURING�HIMSELF�OVER�AND�
OVER�AGAIN��(E�S�lFTYlVE�AND�STEADILY�EMPLOYED�AT�A�MACHINE�SHOP��(E�LIVES�ALONE�IN�
THE�HOUSE�HE�GREW�UP�IN��4HIS�MAN�IS�WELL�GROOMED�AND�NERVOUS�IN�FRONT�OF�PEOPLE��
(E�GOES�TO�CHURCH�ON�3UNDAY��(E�READS�TRADE�PERIODICALS�AND�CLIPS�COUPONS��(E�NEEDS�
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A�ROOTCANAL��TOO��-Y�GOD��THIS�MAN�S�TEETH�ARE�THROBBING��2OTTING��(E�S�IN�PAIN�AND�)�
CAN�FEEL�IT�
� "UT�THIS�DERANGED��DESPERATE�CALLER�ISN�T�GOING�TO�MAKE�ME�SOFT�INSIDE��)�WON�T�
BE�SUCKERED�INTO�FEELING�SOMETHING�FOR�HIM��(E�S�A�THREAT��!�DANGER��!�MENACE��!ND�IF�
HE�CAME�WITHIN�TEN�YARDS�OF�THE�PEOPLE�)�LOVE��BELIEVE�ME��)�D�BEAT�HIM�DOWN��)�D�STOMP�
HIS�FACE�UNTIL�IT�WAS�UNRECOGNIZABLE��/R�MAYBE�IT�ALREADY�IS�
� h7HO�ARE�YOU�v�)�ASK��h!SSHOLE��WHO�ARE�YOU�v

�����AM
!�WOMAN�)�KNOW�WALKS�IN��3HE�S�A�REGULAR�WHO�LIKES�TO�YAP��!LL�KINDS�OF�PERSONAL�STUFF�
)�DON�T�NEED�OR�WANT�TO�KNOW��4WO�NIGHTS�AGO�SHE�TOLD�ME�HER�UNCLE�S�JAIL�SENTENCE�GOT�
REVERSED�LAST�WEEK�BUT�THEN�HE�GOT�DYSENTERY�RIGHT�BEFORE�THEY�RELEASED�HIM�AND�NOW�
HE�S�OVER�IN�THE�)#5��"UT�)�M�USED�TO�THESE�KINDS�OF�DISCLOSURES�BY�NOW��9OU�SEE��)�M�
AN�EASY�TARGET�FOR�THIS�KIND�OF�SHITDUMP��)�CAN�T�RUN�AWAY�OR�TURN�MY�BACK�OR�TELL�HER�
TO�LEAVE��)�M�STUCK�HERE��BEHIND�A�CASH�REGISTER��AND�WHEN�SHE�COMES�UP�TO�THE�COUNTER�
TO�PAY�FOR�SOMETHING�)�HAVE�TO�LISTEN�TO�HER�RAMBLINGS��HER�SELFPITIES��)�M�A�SOUNDING
BOARD�TO�BOUNCE�HER�BAGGAGE�OFF��)�M�THE�OPEN�SET�OF�EARS�SHE�POURS�HERSELF�INTO��)�AM�
HERE��ALWAYS��AT�HER�DISPOSAL�
� !ND�THIS�WOMAN��SHE�S�OFF�HER�ROCKER��A�TOTAL�LOON��7ITH�FOUR�BOTTLES�OF�0EPSI�
CLENCHED� AGAINST� HER� CHEST� SHE�S� STANDING� THERE�� STARING� AT� #ARLOS�� CHICKEN�� TOTALLY�
TRANSlXED��3HE�HAS�A�THING�FOR�THAT�GODDAMN�CHICKEN��)�GUESS��!ND�NOW�SHE�S�GONE�TOO�
FAR��YOU�SEE��BECAUSE�SHE�JUST�PLUCKED�A�FEATHER�FROM�THE�CHICKEN�S�BELLY�AND�PUT�IT�IN�
HER�HAIR��&ROM�HERE�IT�LOOKS�LIKE�SHE�HAS�A�YELLOW�COWLICK�ON�TOP�OF�HER�HEAD�
� "UT� THE� CHICKEN� IS�NOT� A�PLAYTHING�� AND�#ARLOS�WOULD�mIP� IF�HE�KNEW� THIS�
WOMAN�S�STICKY�HANDS�WERE�ALL�OVER�HIS�BELOVED�MASCOT��(E�COULD�CHECK�THE�SURVEILLANCE�
CAMERAS��WHICH�WOULD�BE�MY�ASS��SO�)�STAND�UP�AND�SAY��h0LEASE�DON�T�MANHANDLE�THE�
CHICKEN��)T�S�IN�BAD�ENOUGH�SHAPE�ALREADY�v
� 0OUTING��THE�WOMAN�PULLS�THE�FEATHER�OUT�OF�HER�HAIR�AND�JABS�IT�BACK�INTO�THE�
CHICKEN��h3ORRY�v�SHE�SAYS��h)�JUST�LOVE�FEATHERS�v�!ND�THEN�SHE�SHUFmES�DOWN�AISLE�FOUR�
AND�MAKES�HER�WAY�UP�TO�THE�COUNTER��3HE�S�BREATHING�HARD�NOW��h"EST�EXERCISE�IN�THE�
WORLD�v�THE�WOMAN�SAYS�WHEN�SHE�PLOPS�HER�SODA�DOWN�NEXT�TO�MY�REGISTER�
� )�REACH�FOR�THE�NEAREST�BOTTLE�AND�RING�IT�UP��h(OW�ARE�YOU�PAYING�FOR�THESE�v
� 4HE�WOMAN�WINKS�AT�ME��h)�HEARD�WHAT�(AL�DID�TODAY��'OOD�FOR�HIM��7AY�TO�
TAKE�A�STAND��4HIEVERY�AND�GODLESSNESS�WILL�BE�THE�DOWNFALLS�OF�THIS�lNE�COUNTRY�v�SHE�
SAYS�
� h$ID�YOU�SAY�DEBIT�v�)�ASK�
� h'OOD�OLD�STREET�JUSTICE�v�THE�WOMAN�SAYS��AND�THEN�SHE�CLENCHES�HER�lSTS�AND�
HOLDS�THEM�UP�IN�FRONT�OF�HER�FACE��h7OULD�YOU�HAVE�ACTED�SO�DECISIVELY�v
� 7HEN�)�DON�T�SAY�ANYTHING�BACK�THIS�WOMAN�STARTS�SHADOWBOXING��3HE�THROWS�
WILD�LEFTS�AND�RIGHTS�THROUGH�THE�AIR��IN�MY�DIRECTION��SO�)�TAKE�A�STEP�BACK�FROM�THE�
COUNTER�
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� h-UST�FEEL�GOOD�TO�REALLY�POUND�SOMEONE�v�SHE�SAYS�IN�BETWEEN�PUNCHES�
� h4HIS�IS�OUTRAGEOUS�v�)�SAY��h9OU�RE�OUT�OF�LINE�v�)�TELL�HER�
� h)T�MUST�HAVE�BEEN�CRAZY� TO� SEE� THAT�KID�S�HEAD�EXPLODE��,IKE�DROPPING�AN�
ORANGE�OUT�OF�A�WINDOW�TEN�STORIES�HIGH��"LOODY�AS�HELL�v
� h!RE�YOU�TRYING�TO�GET�A�RISE�OUT�OF�ME�v�)�ASK�
� 4HE�WOMAN�THROWS�AN�UPPERCUT��THEN�A�LEFT�HOOK��h9OU�DON�T�SEEM�TO�CARE�v
� !T�THIS�)�LOOK�UP�AT�THE�CEILING��THEN�DOWN�AT�THE�mOOR�
� )�STICK�MY�HANDS�IN�MY�POCKETS�AND�ROCK�BACK�AND�FORTH�ON�MY�HEELS�
� 4HEN�)�GLARE�AT�THIS�WOMAN�WHO�IS�BOBBINGANDWEAVING�NOW�
� h7HAT�DOES� IT�MEAN�TO�CARE��#AN�YOU�TELL�ME�THAT�v�)�ASK��h3OMEWHERE�IN�
THE�WORLD��RIGHT�NOW��SOMEONE�S�NINEYEAROLD�SISTER�IS�BEING�MOLESTED�BY�A�KIDNAPPER��
3HOULD�WE�CRY�FOR�HER�TOO�v�)�SHAKE�MY�HEAD�AT�HER��h.O�ONE�COULD�LIVE�THEIR�DAMN�
LIVES�IF�WE�WALKED�AROUND�FEELING�THINGS�ALL�THE�TIME��)T�WOULD�BE�ABSOLUTE�CHAOS�v
� 4HE�WOMAN�GLANCES�DOWN�AT�THE�mOOR��HER�FACE�BEATING�RED��h)�D�FEEL�SORRY�FOR�
THAT�LITTLE�GIRL�v�SHE�SAYS��h!ND�)�LL�PRAY�FOR�HER�BEFORE�BED�TONIGHT�v
� )�THROW�MY�HANDS�UP�IN�THE�AIR��h"ECAUSE�'OD�S�ALWAYS�LISTENING��RIGHT�v
� "UT�THE�WOMAN�DOESN�T�KNOW�WHAT�TO�SAY��DOESN�T�KNOW�HOW�TO�RESPOND��AND�
)�M�DONE�TALKING�ABOUT�THIS�ANYWAY�
� /PENING�MY�MAGAZINE��)�LOOK�BACK�UP�AT�HER��h.OTHING�LIKE�A�GOOD�READ�v�)�
SAY�
� h)�HAVEN�T�READ�ANYTHING�IN�YEARS�v�THE�WOMAN�TELLS�ME��AND�THEN�SHE�SITS�DOWN�
ON�THE�mOOR��TEARS�WELLING�UP�IN�HER�EYES�
� h4HAT�S�A�SHAME�v�)�SAY��h"UT�)�M�NOT�GOING�TO�READ�TO�YOU��.O�WAY�v

�����AM
7HEN�THE�PHONE�RINGS�)�DON�T�ANSWER�IT��NOT�AT�lRST��)�JUST�STAND�THERE�AND�LISTEN�AS�
IT� RINGS�OVER�AND�OVER�AGAIN��&INALLY��AFTER� TEN�OR� TWELVE�RINGS�� )�PICK� IT�UP�AND�SAY��
h(ELLO�v
� h!NDY�IS�EVERYTHING�OKAY�OVER�THERE��)�CALLED�BEFORE�AND�NO�ONE�ANSWERED�v
� )�HEAR�MUSIC�IN�THE�BACKGROUND��)NSTRUMENTALS�THAT�SOUND�LIKE�RAIN��-OOD�
MUSIC��)�GUESS��4HE�STUFF�#ARLOS�LISTENS�TO�AT�NIGHT��h&INE��BOSS�v�)�SWITCH�THE�PHONE�TO�
MY�OTHER�EAR��h)�DID�GET�A�LEWD�CALL�EARLIER�v
� h-Y�GOD�v�#ARLOS�SAYS��h4HEY�RE�AFTER�BOTH�OF�US�v
� h!RE�YOU�OKAY��BOSS�v
� h.O��)�M�NOT��)�RECEIVED�A�DEATH�THREAT�TONIGHT��3OMEONE�CALLED�ME�AT�HOME�
AND�THREATENED�MY�LIFE��-Y�LIFE�v�#ARLOS�SHOUTS��AND�NOW�HE�S�BREATHING�REAL�HARD�INTO�
THE�PHONE��)T�SOUNDS�LIKE�HE�S�HYPERVENTILATING�
� h9OU�RUNNING�THOSE�PYRAMID�SCAMS�AGAIN�v�)�ASK�
� h!NDY��PLEASE��4HIS�IS�NO�TIME�TO�BE�mIP�v�#ARLOS�SAYS��h4HERE�S�PROBABLY�SOME�
KIND�OF�LYNCH�MOB�AFTER�US��4HE�TOWN�HAS�MOBILIZED�AND�THEY�WANT�JUSTICE��(AL��THAT�
FUCK��HE�S�SAFE�AND�SOUND�IN�JAIL��SO�NOW�IT�S�OUR�ASSES�v
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� )�LEAN�OVER�ONTO�THE�COUNTER��h$ID�YOU�CALL�THE�POLICE�v
� h(ELL� NO�� )� WENT� DOWN� INTO� THE� BASEMENT� AND� UNPACKED� MY� 3MITH� AND�
7ESSON��9OU�KNOW��THAT�-���)�WAS�TELLING�YOU�ABOUT��"UT�)�ONLY�HAVE�TWO����ROUND�
MAGAZINES�HERE�AT�THE�HOUSE�v
� h���BULLETS�WON�T�GET�YOU�TOO�FAR�THESE�DAYS�v�)�SAY�
� h-IGHT�BE�ABLE�TO�HOLD�THEM�OFF� FOR�TEN�OR�lFTEEN�MINUTES��BUT�NOT�MUCH�
LONGER� THAN� THAT�v� #ARLOS� SAYS�� h)�VE� GOT� A� FEW� BOXES� OF� AMMUNITION� IN� THE� OFlCE��
THOUGH��A�LOADED�PISTOL�v
� )�STAND�UP�STRAIGHT��h7E�VE�GOT�A�GUN�HERE�v
� h/F�COURSE�v�#ARLOS�SAYS��h)T�S�A�CONVENIENCE�STORE�v
� h&UCK�v�)�SAY��AND�THEN�)�LOOK�OUT�AND�SCAN�THE�PARKING�LOT��A�CAR�JUST�PULLED�
IN�AND�DIMMED�ITS�LIGHTS��h3OMEONE�S�HERE�v�)�TELL�#ARLOS�
� h&RIEND�OR�FOE�v�HE�ASKS�
� h)�ASSUME�IT�S�A�CUSTOMER�v
� h4HAT�S�WHAT�)�LIKE�TO�HEAR�v�#ARLOS�SAYS�A�LITTLE�TOO�CHEERFULLY��h4IME�TO�JOCKEY�
THAT�REGISTER��!ND�REMEMBER��!NDY��ALWAYSBESELLING�v
� h7HEN�YOU�GET�HERE�)�CAN�GO�HOME��RIGHT�v�)�ASK�
� h*UST�KEEP�YOUR�EYE�ON�THE�PRIZE��!NDY��9OU�NEED�TO�STAY�FOCUSED�v
� h)�M�ALL�BUSINESS�v�)�SAY�

�����AM
4HE�MAN�WHO�HAD�BEEN�PARKED�OUTSIDE�WALKS� THROUGH�THE�DOUBLEDOORS��(E�STOPS�
IN�THE�ENTRANCEWAY�AND�SCANS�THE�STORE��HIS�EYES�TAKING�EVERYTHING�IN��ALMOST�LIKE�HE�S�
CASING�THE�PLACE��4HE�BROWN�BARNJACKET�HE�S�WEARING�IS�BUTTONED�ALL�THE�WAY�UP�TO�HIS�
NECK��HANDS�TUCKED�INTO�THE�FRONT�POCKETS��&ROM�HERE�IT�LOOKS�LIKE�HE�S�BEEN�CRYING��HIS�
EYES�ARE�LIKE�PULSING�RED�DOTS�
� )�CLOSE�MY�MAGAZINE��h7HAT�DO�YOU�NEED�v�)�ASK�
� ,OOKING�AT�THE�mOOR��HE�WALKS�TOWARD�THE�COUNTER�AND�SAYS��h$O�YOU�KNOW�
WHAT�HAPPENED�HERE�TODAY�v
� )�SIGH��AND�THEN�SIT�BACK�DOWN�ON�MY�STOOL��h,ET�ME�GUESS��YOU�WANT�TO�TALK�
ABOUT�THE�KID�(AL�PUMMELED��RIGHT�v�)�ROLL�MY�EYES��SHAKE�MY�HEAD��h9OU�VE�GOT�AN�
OPINION�ON�THE�MATTER�YOU�JUST�HAVE�TO�SHARE��)S�THAT�IT�v
� 4HE�MAN�UNDOES�HIS�COAT��BUTTON�BY�BUTTON��HIS�EYES�STILL�GLUED�TO�THE�mOOR��
h.O�v�HE�SAYS��
� h3O�YOU�WANT�ME�TO�DO�THE�TALKING�THEN��7ELL��IT�S�A�TIRED�SUBJECT�AND�)�M�SICK�
OF�PEOPLE�BRINGING�IT�UP��4HIS�IS�A�PLACE�OF�BUSINESS��NOT�A�TOWN�MEETING�v
� h/H��)�SEE�v�THE�MAN�SAYS��AND�THEN�MATTEROFFACTLY�� LIKE�S�REACHING�FOR�HIS�
WALLET��HE�SLOWLY�REMOVES�A�GUN�FROM�HIS�WAISTBAND��AND�LIKE�)�EXPECT�HIM�TO��JUST�LIKE�
HE�S�SUPPOSED�TO��THE�MAN�POINTS�IT�AT�ME��)�M�AN�OLD�PRO�BY�NOW��THIS�IS�ABOUT�TO�BE�
MY�SIXTH�ROBBERY��SO�)�KNOW�BETTER�THAN�TO�POINT�AT�THE�REGISTER��9OU�RE�NOT�SUPPOSED�TO�
MAKE�ANY�SUDDEN�OR�THREATENING�MOTIONS�IN�A�SITUATION�LIKE�THIS��SO�WHAT�)�DO�IS�NOD�
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AT�THE�REGISTER�INSTEAD�
� h4HERE�S�NOT�MUCH��BUT�IT�S�ALL�YOURS�v�!ND�THEN�)�CLOSE�MY�EYES��IT�S�ALWAYS�
BETTER�NOT�TO�MAKE�EYECONTACT��h)�M�NOT�EVEN�LOOKING�AT�YOU�v�)�SAY�
� h"UT�YOU�SHOULD�BE�v�THE�MAN�SAYS��h)�WANT�YOU�TO�LOOK�AT�ME��TO�SEE�ME�v
� h7HY�v�)�ASK��h,ET�S�NOT�COMPLICATE�THINGS�v�)�SAY�
� "UT�THEN�)�HEAR�THE�TRIGGER�COCK��h/PEN�YOUR�FUCKING�EYES�v�THE�MAN�YELLS��
AND�SO�)�DO��)�OPEN�MY�EYES�AND�LOOK�RIGHT�AT�HIM��AND�THAT�S�WHEN�HE�PRESSES�THE�GUN�
AGAINST�HIS�TEMPLE�AND�PULLS�THE�TRIGGER�������BUT�THE�GUN�������IT�DOESN�T�GO�OFF��AND�NOW�
THIS�MAN�S�SMILING�AT�ME��h9OUR�TURN�v�HE�SAYS�
� !GAIN��HE�POINTS�THE�GUN�AT�ME��AND�NOW�)�M�STARING�RIGHT�AT�IT��AND�THE�BARREL�
IS�AN�EYE��A�VERY�DARK�EYE��AND�)�M�LOOKING�RIGHT�INTO�IT�
� h!RE�YOU�AFRAID�v�HE�ASKS�
� h9ES�v�)�REPLY�
� h7HY�v�HE�ASKS��BUT�BEFORE�)�CAN�ANSWER�HE�LEANS�FORWARD��OVER�THE�COUNTER��
AND�PRESSES�THE�GUN�AGAINST�MY�FOREHEAD��h9OU�KNOW�WHO�)�AM��DON�T�YOU�v�THE�MAN�
SAYS�TO�ME��AND�WHEN�)� LEAN�INTO�THE�BARREL��BELIEVE�ME��)�SUDDENLY�DO��%VERYTHING�
ABOUT�THIS�MAN�PASSES�THROUGH�HIS�GUN�AND�INTO�MY�MIND��)�SEE�HIS�DENTED�WORK�TRUCK�
AND�THE�DUPLEX�WHERE�HE�LIVES�WITH�HIS�FAMILY��)�SEE�HIS�BEAUTIFUL�WIFE��HER�GREEN�EYES�
AND�LONG�RED�HAIR��)�SEE�HIS�SON��A�BALL�PLAYER��SWINGING�HIS�BAT�IN�FRONT�OF�A�CROWDED�
STADIUM��UNDER�THE�LIGHTS��HIS�FACE�GLOWING�AND�BRIGHT��"UT�THEN�THE�MAN��THIS�MAN��HE�
COCKS�THE�TRIGGER�AGAIN�AND�EVERYTHING�FADES�TO�BLACK�AND�DARKNESS�CONSUMES�ME��AND�
WITHIN�SECONDS��ONE�TWO�THREE��)�SEE�A�HUMAN�SKULL�WITH�A�CRACK�DOWN�THE�MIDDLE�AND�
A�BLACKANDWHITE�CHECKERED�mOOR�SPLATTERED�WITH�BLOOD�AND�A�HOSPITAL�ROOM�WITH�AN�
EMPTY�BED�PUSHED�AGAINST�THE�WALL��AND�THEN�A�FEW�MORE�SECONDS�PASS��FOUR�lVE�SIX��
AND�EVERYTHING�BLURS�AS�THE�IMAGES�BLEED�INTO�EACH�OTHER��UNTIL�NOTHING�IS�LEFT��NOTHING�
BUT�A�FEELING��AN�ACUTE�SENSE�OF�SADNESS��A�KIND�OF�ANGUISH�)�VE�NEVER�FELT�BEFORE��AND�YET�
IT�S�SO�PURE�)�LET�IT�INSIDE�ME��WHICH�FREES�ME��AND�NOW�)�M�LIGHT�AS�A�FEATHER��LIGHT�AS�
ETHER��LIKE�A�KIND�OF�VAPOR��AND�IN�A�VERY�STRANGE�WAY�)�FEEL�WARM�INSIDE��LIKE�MY�HEART�
IS�THE�HEATER�THIS�WORLD�GATHERS�AROUND�AT�NIGHT�
� !ND�SO�IT�S�TRUE��)�KNOW�WHO�THIS�MAN�IS�
� 9OU�RE�A�FATHER��)�SAY��!�FATHER��!ND�THEN�)�OPEN�MY�EYES�

�����AM
4HE� THREE�OF�US� SIT�OUTSIDE�OF� THE� STORE�AND� STARE� INTO� THE�DARKNESS��4HE�MAN�WHO�
WANTED�TO�KILL�ME�IS�SANDWICHED�BETWEEN�#ARLOS�AND�)��4HE�TEMPERATURE�HAS�DROPPED�
BUT�THE�HEAT�FROM�OUR�BODIES�IS�ENOUGH�TO�KEEP�US�WARM�
� h9OU�WOULD�HAVE�REGRETTED�IT��9OU�WOULD�HAVE�BEEN�SORRY�v�#ARLOS�SAYS�TO�THE�
MAN��h4HAT�BOY�OF�YOURS�IS�GOING�TO�NEED�HIS�DAD�v
� 4HE�MAN�WIPES�HIS�EYES�WITH�HIS�SLEEVE��h)�M�GOING�TO�VISIT�HIM�IN�THE�HOSPITAL�
TOMORROW�AND�)�LL�SNEAK�HIM�IN�A�BAG�OF�CHEESEBURGERS�AND�FRIES�AND�THEN�WE�LL�WATCH�
TELEVISION�TOGETHER�ALL�DAY�LONG�v
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� #ARLOS� STANDS�UP�AND�STRETCHES�HIS�ARMS��(E�YAWNS��h)�M�GOING� INSIDE�v�HE�
SAYS��h"UT�YOU�TWO�STAY�PUT��3TAY�OUT�HERE�FOR�AS�LONG�AS�YOU�NEED�v�HE�SAYS�
� 4HE�MAN�LOOKS�OVER�AT�ME��h-Y�NAME�IS�&RED�v�HE�SAYS��4HEN�WE�SHAKE�HANDS��
BUT�&RED�DOESN�T�LET�GO��AND�)�DON�T�LET�GO�EITHER��&OR�AWHILE�WE�JUST�SIT�THERE�LIKE�THIS��
THE�TWO�OF�US�HANDINHAND��h$O�YOU�HAVE�TO�LEAVE�v�HE�ASKS�
� h.O�v�)�SAY��h)�CAN�STAY�FOR�A�BIT�v
� (E�GRIPS�MY�HAND�TIGHTER��h$O�YOU�KNOW�WHAT�THIS�FEELS�LIKE�v�HE�ASKS�
� h9ES�v�)�SAY��h"UT�)�D�LIKE�YOU�TO�TELL�ME�ANYWAY�v
� h7OULD�YOU�LIKE�TO�HEAR�ABOUT�MY�BOY�lRST�v�HE�ASKS�
� .ODDING��)�BREATHE�IN�THE�SCENT�OF�HIS�HAIR��THE�GREASE�AND�SWEAT�AND�SALT�OF�HIS�
LIFE��)�HAVE�NEVER�SMELT�ANYTHING�SO�HUMAN�BEFORE�
� h)�WANT�TO�HEAR�ALL�ABOUT�HIM�v�)�SAY��h!ND�IF�YOU�D�LIKE��)�LL�TELL�YOU�ABOUT�MY�
FAMILY�TOO�v

�����AM
7HEN�)�GET�HOME�MOM�S�STILL�HARDROCKING�HER�DRUM�SET��!LL�THE�LIGHTS�ARE�OFF�IN�THE�HOUSE��
EXCEPT�IN�THE�KITCHEN��WHICH�IS�THE�lRST�PLACE�)�GO��&ROM�THE�CUPBOARD�)�REMOVE�A�BOTTLE�OF�
RUM��)�POUR�A�LITTLE�INTO�MY�COFFEE�MUG�AND�SIT�DOWN�AT�THE�TABLE��)�CLOSE�MY�EYES�AND�LISTEN�
TO�THE�PERCUSSIVE�DREAM�OF�MOM�S�DRUMMING��7HEN�MY�DRINK�IS�lNISHED�)�GET�UP�FROM�
THE�TABLE�AND�WALK�OVER�TO�THE�SINK��)�TURN�THE�WATER�ON��)�LET�IT�GET�REAL�HOT�BEFORE�POURING�
LIQUID�SOAP�OVER�EVERYTHING��/NCE�THE�SUDS�START�TO�BUBBLE�AND�POP�)�PICK�UP�THE�SPONGE�
AND�SCRUB�OUR�DISHES�UNTIL�THEY�RE�SPOTLESS�

�����AM
5PSTAIRS�)�CHECK�ON�MY�SISTERS��BUT�THEY�AREN�T�IN�THEIR�ROOM��SO�)�FOLLOW�THE�MUSIC�DOWN�TO�
MOM�S�ROOM��4HE�DOOR�IS�OPEN��AND�SHE�S�SITTING�BEHIND�HER�OLD�DRUM�SET��WAILING�AWAY��THE�
SWEAT�mYING�OFF�HER�FACE�AND�ARMS��-Y�SISTERS�ARE�IN�THERE��TOO��AND�THEY�RE�DANCING�AROUND�
IN�THEIR�PAJAMAS��HAND�IN�HAND��BOTH�OF�THEM�GIDDY�WITH�LAUGHTER��/F�COURSE�)�SHOULD�RUN�
IN�THERE�AND�LECTURE�THEM�ABOUT�THE�IMPORTANCE�OF�A�GOOD�NIGHT�S�SLEEP�AND�REMIND�THEM�
THAT�WE�HAVE�NEIGHBORS�WHO�HAVE�CALLED�THE�POLICE�ON�US�BEFORE��WHO�WILL�CALL�THE�POLICE�
ON�US�AGAIN��BUT�)�JUST�CAN�T�BRING�MYSELF�TO�DO�IT��.OT�TONIGHT�)�CAN�T��9OU�SEE��THESE�ARE�MY�
GIRLS��MY�BEAUTIES��AND�BECAUSE�OF�THEM�MY�PLACE�IN�THE�WORLD�MAKES�SENSE��)�AM�THEIR�SON��
)�AM�THEIR�BROTHER��)�AM�THEIR�FATHER��!ND�RIGHT�NOW�THERE�IS�NO�ONE�ELSE�)�WOULD�RATHER�BE��
.OT�IN�THIS�LIFE��AT�LEAST�

4HE�%ND



0ING�����0ONG

$ERANGED��THE�"ROWN�2ABBIT�!TE�(ER�7AY�OUT�OF�(ER�#AGE��AND�3TARTED�
4EACHING�%NGLISH

&IRE�IS�THE�TEMPORAL�HAVEN�OF�DESIRE�
%CSTASY�THRIVES�IN�THE�mOORBOARDS�
0ARTIAL�HEATING�VENTS�REPEL�TOOTHPASTE�CLOTS�
#ORNERS��PONDERING�SELFEXTINCTION��ROUND��TRIPLING�THEIR�WEIGHT�
$IETING�RESIDES�IN�THE�INTERGALACTIC�TOILET�
#AUTION��PRIDE�AND�HUNGER�COAST�FROM�BUBBLE�TO�BUBBLE�IN�THE�SIMMERING�OATMEAL�
%ACH�TOENAIL�BENDS�
4HE�1UEEN�LUXURIATES�IN�HER�ATTENDANTS��SHOWERING�WHILE�TALKING�ON�THE�TELEPHONE�
#ATTLE�ELEVATE�
4OAST�LINKS�THE�YEAST�OF�SERENDIPITY�TO�CALAMITY�S�CRUST�
4OTALITY�BREATHES�AS�THE�BOY�CARTS�HIS�GRANDFATHER�S�BONES�TO�MARKET�
!S�IF�FEAR�IS�ENOUGH�
4HE�ONE�SENTENCE��LODGED�IN�HER�VEIN��BLEEDS�THE�BRIGHT�RED�BLOOD�OF�SLEEP�

-�&&3�0�(��),�(
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4HE�$ISTANCE�"ETWEEN�)�AND�-E� � � � � �
�!BOUT�THE�#ONVERGENCE�TO�2ECONlGURE�3PACE	

!FTER�THE�BODY�MENTIONED�THAT�ADOPTION�
PROHIBITS�ANY�REDEMPTIVE�ASSAULT
BY�THE�LYRIC�h)v�ON�THE�OCCLUDED�hME�v�
WE��REPLETE�WITH�PSYCHOSOCIAL�TAPIOCA�
FOLLOWED�THE�ASTERISK�TO�THE�SINK�
WHERE�MOTHER��HER�WOMB�STRIPPED�OF�CORRELATIVES�
PLUCKED�HER�EYEBROWS��WHERE�SHE��AS�PERSON��
BLOCKED�THE�VIEW�OF�THE�lELD��WHERE�THE�STITCHES�
AFTER�TIME��RIPPED�LIKE�WORN�TERRYCLOTH��NOT
LACERATED�HONEYCOMB�

!ND�WE�ALL��THEN�ATE��OR�RATHER��WERE�
CHOKING�ON�THE�SPHERICITY�OF�THE�OVUM�
CALLING�MOM�ON�THE�PHONE��CALLING�MOM��MOMMY�
MOTHER��MADRE��MERE��MAMMA��REMAKING�THE�BIRTH
OF�THE�DAUGHTER��MAKING�THE�hSHEv�REFER�TO�THE�STAIN�
THE�BRUISE��THE�hHERv�ELASTIC��THE�PRODUCER�
THE�SUNBURN��THE�WITHDRAWN�NIPPLE�

4HERE�SHE�WAS��IN�THAT�CUMULOUS�NIMBUS�
OVER�THE�lVE�OF�THEM�ON�THE�PORCH��WITHOUT
THEIRS��WITHOUT�MEASURE��WITH�THE�BREEZE�
THE�INCISION��THE�CORD�UNPLUGGED�
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4HE�,AST�0OEM�!BOUT�7RITING

4HIS�IS�IT���!SK�YOURSELF
WHY�SOMEONE�WOULD�WRITE
ABOUT�WRITING�IN�ALMOST
EVERY�POEM�SHE�WRITES�

!SK�YOURSELF�WHY�SOMEONE
WOULD�NOT�WANT�TO�READ
A�POEM�ABOUT�WRITING�

!SK�YOURSELF�IF�WRITING
IS�WORTH�WRITING�ABOUT�

!SK�YOURSELF�IF�THE�ACT�ART
OF�WRITING�SUBCONSCIOUSLY
ENGAGES�THE�SUBJECT�OF�WRITING�

7HEN�IS�ENOUGH�NOT�ENOUGH�

4ELL�YOURSELF�THAT�THE�NEXT�TIME
YOU�CATCH�YOURSELF�WRITING�ABOUT
WRITING��YOU�WILL�BE�PUNISHED�

3PEND�THE�REST�OF�THAT�DAY
LOOKING�FOR�EVIDENCE�OF�THE�lRST
TIME�YOU�ADOPTED�THIS�BAD�HABIT�

,ORD�IT�OVER�YOURSELF�THAT�YOU�FELL
INTO�A�SELFDESTRUCTIVE�PATTERN
FROM�WHICH�YOU�HAVE�NEVER�BEEN
ABLE�TO�ESCAPE�

4HEN��TELL�YOUR�MOTHER�ABOUT�IT���3HE
DIDN�T�WANT�YOU�TO�WRITE�IN�THE�lRST�PLACE�



0ING�����0ONG

-Y�&ATHER�S�$AY

BEGINS�WITH�MY�MOTHER�PULLING�HIM�OUT�OF�BED�
AND�IF�HE�CRIES�OUT�AND�SHE�FALTERS�
HE�INSISTS��0ULL�HARDER�
"UT�BY�BREAKFAST�HE�LOOKS�LIKE�AN�ORDINARY
FATHER�THICK�WAVY�HAIR�PARTED�IN�THE�MIDDLE�
READING�4HE�0LEASANTVILLE�0RESS�EXCEPT
FOR�THE�STIFF�BEIGE�BRACE�THAT�CLASPS�HIS�NECK�

(E�S�STIRRING�FOUR�SUGARS�INTO�HIS�CUP�
/N�A�BETTER�DAY��HE�MIGHT�BESTOW
A�HINT�OF�SMILE��QUIP�
)�LIKE�A�LITTLE�COFFEE�IN�MY�SUGAR�
"UT�THIS�MORNING�HE�S�SILENT�AS�HE�HEADS�DOWN
THE�STAIRS��ALWAYS�REACHING�UP�TWO�lNGERS
TO�TAP�THE�OVERHANG��3UPERSTITION�
/R�JUST�TO�MAKE�SURE�HE�STILL�CAN�

!T�NINE��THE�DRUNKS�ARE�ALREADY�WAITING�
7HAT�S�THE�WORD��4HUNDERBIRD�
7HAT�S�THE�PRICE��4HIRTY�TWICE�
(E�SLIPS�HALFPINTS�OF�BLACKBERRY�BRANDY
INTO�SLIM�BROWN�BAGS��HEFTS�CASES�OF�0ABST
ONTO�THE�COUNTER��(IS�SPINE�IS�FUSED
INTO�A�DEEP�CURVE��NECK�LOCKED�DOWN�
SO�HE�HAS�TO�TIP�BACK�ON�HIS�HEELS
TO�LOOK�YOU�IN�THE�FACE�

"EFORE�DINNER�MY�FATHER�IS�SUPPOSED�TO�SIT
IN�THE�CLOSET��HIS�CHIN�IN�A�CANVAS�SLING
HOOKED�UP�TO�ROPES�AND�PULLEYS�
)NSTEAD�HE�WOLFS�DOWN�A�SANDWICH
AND�RUMBLES�BACK�TO�THE�STORE�

�&&�(���--
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!T�TEN��THEY�COLLECT�THE�CHANGE�FUND
FROM�THE�DRIVER��DEADBOLT�THE�DOORS�
)S�THIS�YOURS��HE�ASKS�ME��HOLDING�UP�A�SCHOOLBOOK�
7HAT�HE�MEANS�IS��0UT�IT�AWAY�
-Y�MOTHER�COOKS�HIM�OATMEAL
AND�THEY�WATCH�*ACK�0AAR�

4HEN�HE�CLIMBS�INTO�HER�TWIN�BED�
(E�ALWAYS�HAD�STRENGTH�FOR�THAT�
MY�MOTHER�TOLD�ME�IN�A�CROWDED�AISLE
OF�THE�GROCERY�STORE�THE�DAY�AFTER�HIS�FUNERAL�

)�D�NEVER�EVEN�SEEN�THEM�KISS�OR�HOLD�HANDS�
"UT�THEN�SHE�SPILLED�EVERYTHING�
SHE�COULDN�T�STOP�TALKING��AS�THOUGH
THE�ANGEL�OF�DEATH��IN�DEPARTING�
UNLOCKS�THE�JAWS�OF�THE�BEREAVED�
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-ONSOON�3EASON

THE�WAY�THE�NIGHT�AIR
SUDDENLY�TURNS�THICK�LIKE�MILK
SPOILING��RAIN�EVERYWHERE
AT�ONCE��HOT�WIND�IN�THE�DARK�
WATER�WASHING�WARM�THROUGH
THE�PALM�FRONDS��WATER�CREEPING
IN�UNDER�THE�FRONT�DOOR�
ALL�THE�TOWELS�SOAKED��KNOTTED
INTO�lSTS��PUSHED�AGAINST�THE�WINDOWS

UPSTAIRS��SOMETHING�FALLS�OVER�
OUR�EARS�RINGING�WITH�THE�DARK�TUMBLE
BUT�SOMEONE�MAY�BE�SINGING�OUTSIDE�
WE�DON�T�KNOW�WHERE�THE�DOGS�WENT�
ONE�CAT�CROUCHES�NEXT�TO�THE�STOVE�
LIFTING�HER�PAWS��DISGUSTED�BY�THE�WET�
YOUR�HAND�ON�MY�SHOULDER�
DAMP�THROUGH�THE�CLOTH�
YOUR�MOUTH�NEAR�MY�EAR

NO�ONE�CAN�HEAR�US�
OUR�SHOES�OVERmOWING�WITH�MUD�
WITH�ROOTS��THE�WINDOW
IN�THE�HALL�mINGS�OPEN
WITH�A�ROAR

)�CAN�T�lND�THE�EDGE�OF�YOUR�SKIN
OR�THIS�WALL��YOUR�LASHES�AGAINST�MY�PALM
ARE�AS�WET�AS�GRASS��CLOSE�AS�A�WAVE
KNOCKING�ME�OVER��TAKING�MY�BREATH

(OW�TO�4AKE�5RINES

-ELISSA�SAYS�YOU�HAVE�TO�STAND�OUTSIDE�THE�BATHROOM�STALL�WITH�THE�DOOR
OPEN��SOMETIMES�YOU�HAVE�TO�HOLD�THE�DOOR�OPEN��PRESSING�HIGH�UP�ON�THE
CHIPPED�PINK�METAL��BECAUSE�THEY�OFTEN�SWING�CLOSED�ON�THEIR�OWN��3OME�OF
THE�STALLS�HAVE�STRIPS�OF�TORN�FABRIC�OR�PIECES�OF�CLOTHESLINE�TO�FASTEN

�",#-.#(��"�''
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AROUND�THE�CORNER�OF�THE�DOOR�AND�KEEP�IT�OPEN��4HEN�YOU�TRY�NOT�TO�LOOK�AT
THEIR�FACES�AND�JUST�WATCH�WHAT�THEY�RE�DOING�WITH�THEIR�HANDS��MAKE�SURE
THEY�RE�NOT�POURING�IN�ANYTHING�FROM�THEIR�POCKETS�OR�UNDERWEAR��5SUALLY�YOU
DON�T�HAVE�TO�TALK��3OMETIMES�THEY�LL�SAY�SOMETHING��BUT�YOU�DON�T�HAVE�TO
RESPOND�

7ISH�9OU�7ERE

ELEVATOR�MUSIC�OUTSIDE�THE�HOSPITAL
BUT�NO�SMOKERS�LEFT
BITS�OF�TOILET�PAPER�TRAPPED�IN�TREES

mAMING�COFFEE�POTS�AT���AM
IT�STARTS�TO�RAIN
NO�ONE�CURSES��LIFTS�AN�UMBRELLA
mAPS�A�NEWSPAPER�OVER�HIS�HEAD

THE�STOP�LIGHTS�CONTINUE
SIGNING�TO�THE�EMPTY�STREET
RED�LIGHT��GREEN
EMPTY�BUS�LEFT�RUNNING�WITH�THE�KEYS�IN�THE�IGNITION

GARBAGE�PAILS�OVERmOW
WITH�PLASTIC�BAGS��HALFEATEN
TACOS��DIRTY�COATS
THE�SOUND�OF�SOMETHING�RIPPLING�
SNAPPING��THE�SOUND�OF�WIND

THE�SIDEWALK�SPECKLES�THEN�DARKENS
NO�ONE�SIDESTEPS�PUDDLES
NO�ONE�WATCHES�THE�RAIN
THE�CLOUDS�ON�THE�STREET
RINGS�WITHIN�RINGS
WATER�BREAKING��REGROUPING

#HRISTMAS�PRESENTS�LEFT�OUT�ON�THE�CURB
IN�CASE�SOMEONE�WANTS�THEM
BEFORE�THE�WATER�SOAKS�THROUGH



0ING�����0ONG

7ING�"EATS�OF�(OPE�IN�AN�!GE�OF�,ONELINESS

&OUR�OF�US�ARE�HEADING�DOWN�THE�"IG�3UR�HIGHWAY�UNDER�A�MORNING�SUN�HALF
HIDDEN�BY�GOSSAMER�BANDS�OF�FOG�DRIFTING�IN�FROM�THE�0ACIlC�/CEAN��7E�PASS�

THE�(ENRY�-ILLER�,IBRARY�AND�CONTINUE�SOUTH�UNTIL�OUR�DESTINATION�APPEARS�AHEAD��
)T� IS� AN� UNMARKED� HEADLAND�� ONE� OF� DOZENS� OF� OUTLOOKS� ALONG� THIS� SPECTACULAR�
COASTLINE�CREATED�BY�GEOLOGIC�UPLIFTING��)F�WE�RE�LUCKY��THIS�ROCKY�PROMONTORY�WILL�
OFFER�US�A�ONCEIMPOSSIBLE�SIGHT�� THE�mIGHT�OF�.ORTH�!MERICA�S� LARGEST�BIRD�THE�
#ALIFORNIA�CONDOR�
� 7E�PULL�INTO�A�GRAVEL�TURNOUT�AND�WALK�TO�THE�EDGE�OF�A�PRECIPITOUS�SLOPE�THAT�
PLUNGES�SEVERAL�HUNDRED�YARDS�TO�THE�OCEAN�BELOW��$OZENS�OF�JELLYlSH�DOT�THE�AQUA
GREEN�WATER��AND�A�RAFT�OF�SEA�LIONS�ARE�SPLAYED�OUT�ON�THE�ROCKS��4HE�CONDORS��WHICH�
ARE�CARRION�EATERS��FREQUENT�THIS�SEA�LION�COLONY�LOOKING�FOR�AN�EASY�MEAL��&OR�SEVERAL�
MINUTES��)�SCAN�THE�TREES�AND�SHORELINE�
� h4HERE�v�)�POINT�TO�A�BLACKANDWHITE�BIRD�SOARING�TOWARD�US�FROM�BEHIND�A�
CLIFF��)T�S�AS�LARGE�AS�A�SMALL�AIRPLANE��3OON�WE�ARE�WATCHING�SIX�CONDORS�CRUISE�OVERHEAD��
7E�lND�THREE�MORE�ROOSTING�IN�THE�TREES�BELOW��!T�ONE�POINT�����BIRDS�CIRCLE�OVER�OUR�
HEADS��/NE�CONDOR�SWEEPS�PAST�US��NO�MORE�THAN����FEET�AWAY��ITS�NINEANDONEHALF
FOOT�WINGSPAN� STRETCHED� FULL� AND�AN�ORANGE�HEAD�ACCENTING� ITS� STUNNING�BLACKAND
WHITE�WINGS��7E�CAN�HEAR�THE�AIR�WHISTLE�THROUGH�ITS�mIGHT�FEATHERS�

sss

� )�VISITED�THIS�LOCATION�FOR�THE�lRST�TIME�IN�THE�LATE�����S�TO�VIEW�SOME�OF�THE�
lRST�CONDORS�RELEASED�IN�#ENTRAL�#ALIFORNIA��/N�THAT�INITIAL�VISIT��)�SPENT�AN�AFTERNOON�
WATCHING� SEVERAL� CONDORS� CIRCLE� THE� "IG� 3UR� SKY� AND� TALKING� WITH� *OE� "URNETT�� THE�
BIOLOGIST� WHO� MANAGES� THE� #ENTRAL� #ALIFORNIA� CONDOR� RELEASES�� )� REMEMBER� FEELING�
DEEPLY� CURIOUS�� BUT� AT� THE� TIME�� )� HAD� NO� IDEA� THAT� THIS� AFTERNOON� WOULD� BE� LIFE
CHANGING�
� 3OON� )� BEGAN� WRITING� ARTICLES� FOR� NEWSPAPERS� AND� MAGAZINES� ABOUT� THE�
CONDOR�RECOVERY�EFFORT�AND�DISCOVERED�THAT�NOT�ONLY�HAD�THE�GIANT�BIRDS�CAPTURED�MY�
IMAGINATION��BUT�THAT�)�HAD�BECOME�OBSESSED�WITH�THE�RIVETING�STORY�OF� THE�HUMAN�
EFFORT�TO�SAVE�THIS�SPECIES��)T�LED�ME�TO�SPEND�TWO�YEARS�WRITING�2ETURN�OF�THE�#ONDOR��
4HE�2ACE�TO�3AVE�/UR�,ARGEST�"IRD�FROM�%XTINCTION�
� !S�)�DELVED� INTO�THE�CONDOR�S� STORY�� )� LEARNED�THAT� THE�SPECIES�HAD�SURVIVED�
QUITE�NICELY� FOR� TENS�OF� THOUSANDS�OF�YEARS��"UT� IN� THE�MID����S��A�mOOD�OF�GOLD
SEEKING�SETTLERS�SWEPT� INTO�#ALIFORNIA� LOOKING�FOR�QUICK�FORTUNES��4HE�ARRIVAL�OF�THE�
FORTYNINERS�UPENDED�THE�REGION�S�ECOLOGY��AND�THE�CONDOR��LIKE�SO�MANY�OTHER�SPECIES��
BEGAN�TO�SPIRAL�TOWARD�EXTINCTION��"Y�������ONLY����#ALIFORNIA�CONDORS�REMAINED�IN�
THE�WORLD�

$)"(�')#,
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� %VEN�AS�THE�CONDOR�S�NUMBERS�SANK�TOWARD�OBLIVION��BIOLOGISTS�WERE�UNSURE�
WHAT�WAS�CAUSING�THE�BIRD�S�DECLINE��7AS�IT�EGG�COLLECTING��SHOOTING��POISONING��LACK�
OF� FOOD�� A� LOW� BIRTHRATE�OR� SOMETHING� ELSE��7HAT� DATA� THERE� WERE� DID� NOT� POINT�
TO� A� CONCLUSIVE� REASON�� AND�CONSERVATIONISTS�WERE�DEEPLY�DIVIDED�OVER� THE�BEST�WAY�
TO�SAVE�THE�BIRD��4RADITIONALISTS�SAID�THAT�IF�THE�CONDORS�WERE�SIMPLY�LEFT�ALONE��THEY�
WOULD� RECOVER��"UT�A�GROUP�OF� SCIENTISTS�HIRED�BY� THE�5�3��&ISH���7ILDLIFE�3ERVICE�
BELIEVED�THAT�THE�SITUATION�HAD�BECOME�TOO�DIRE�TO�WAIT�AND�ADVOCATED�FOR�A�hHANDS
ONv�APPROACH�THAT�INCLUDED�RADIOTAGGING�THE�BIRDS�AND�TRAPPING�SOME�OF�THEM��!FTER�
YEARS�OF�BITTER�CONTROVERSY��THE�HANDSON�SIDE�PREVAILED��)T�HAD�BECOME�CLEAR�THAT�THE�
ONLY� HOPE� FOR� THE� SPECIES� WAS� TO� BRING� IN� THE� REMAINING� CONDORS� AND� ATTEMPT� AN�
UNTESTED�CAPTIVEBREEDING�PROGRAM�
� 4AKING�THE�LAST�WILD�CONDOR�TO�A�ZOO�IN������REPRESENTED�FAR�MORE�THAN�THE�
CAPTURE�OF�JUST�ONE�BIRD��4HIS�WAS�THE�lRST�TIME�IN�AT�LEAST��������YEARS�THAT�NOT�A�SINGLE�
CONDOR�mEW�OVER� THE�.ORTH�!MERICAN�CONTINENT��4O�MANY�� THE�CONDOR� SYMBOLIZED�
UNFETTERED�WILDERNESS��DEEP�TIME��AND�INTACT�ECOSYSTEMS��)F�THE�CONDOR�WAS�GONE��WHAT�
WOULD�BE�NEXT�
� )�CAME�TO�SEE�THAT�THE�CONDOR�S�STORY�STRIKES�A�CHORD�WITH�SO�MANY�PEOPLE�NOT�
BECAUSE�THE�BIRD�S�PLIGHT�IS�SO�RARE�BUT�BECAUSE�IT�IS�SO�COMMON��!ND��AS�WE�LL�SEE�IN�A�
MOMENT��THE�CONDOR�S�SAGA�IS�NOT�YET�OVER��4HE�BIRD�S�BRUSH�WITH�EXTINCTION�EPITOMIZES�
THE�UNPRECEDENTED�LEVEL�OF�HUMANINDUCED�SPECIES�LOSS�THAT�STRETCHES�FROM�WHERE�WE�
STAND�IN�THAT�GRAVEL�TURNOUT�ON�THE�"IG�3UR�HIGHWAY�ACROSS�THE�0ACIlC�AND�AROUND�THE�
GLOBE�

sss

� )F�YOU�OBSERVE�THE�OCEAN�BELOW�THIS�STRETCH�OF�COASTLINE��YOU�OFTEN�CAN�SPOT�
SEA�OTTERS� FROLICKING� IN� THE�KELP�BEDS��4HESE�PHOTOGENIC�CREATURES��WITH� THEIR�HUGE��
GUILELESS�EYES��HAVE�A�STORY�EERILY�SIMILAR�TO�THE�CONDOR�S�
� 5NLIKE�OTHER�SEAGOING�MAMMALS�THAT�HAVE�PROTECTIVE�LAYERS�OF�BLUBBER��OTTERS�
RELY� ON� A� THICK� FUR� COAT� FOR� WARMTH�� 2UN� YOUR� HAND� ACROSS� AN� OTTER� PELT�� AND� THE�
SOFTNESS�INVITES�YOU�TO�SINK�YOUR�lNGERS�INTO�ITS�LUXURY��4HE�FUR�IS�REMARKABLY�DENSE��
AN�ENTIRE�HUMAN�HEAD�HOLDS�ABOUT���������HAIRS�WHILE�A�SEA�OTTER�HAS�����������HAIRS�
PER�SQUARE�INCH��&UR�HUNTERS�SLAUGHTERED�THE�OTTERS�BY�THE�THOUSANDS��%VENTUALLY��THE�
ONCENUMEROUS�OTTER�POPULATION�CRASHED��LEAVING�ONLY����OF�THEM�ALONG�THE�"IG�3UR�
COAST�
� 4HE�OTTER�IS�KNOWN�AS�A�hKEYSTONEv�SPECIES��THE�SINE�QUA�NON�FOR�AN�ECOSYSTEM��
2EMOVING�SUCH�A�SPECIES�BRINGS�UNINTENDED�AND�PROFOUND�CONSEQUENCES��7ITH�THE�
OTTERS�GONE��THE�SEA�URCHIN�POPULATION�A�PRIMARY�FOOD�SOURCE�FOR�OTTERS�EXPLODED��
4HE� GROWING� LEGIONS� OF� SEA� URCHINS� FEASTED� UNCHECKED� ON� THE� SEAWEED� FORESTS��
ANNIHILATING� THE� KELP� BEDS� AND� LEAVING� BEHIND� UNDERWATER� DESERTS� KNOWN� AS� hSEA
URCHIN�BARRENS�v�4HE�LOSS�OF�KELP�BEDS�HAD�A�DEVASTATING�EFFECT�ON�OTHER�SPECIES�THAT�
DEPENDED�ON�THE�UNDERWATER�FORESTS��)N�ADDITION��WHEN�THE�KELP�DISAPPEARED�� IT�NO�
LONGER�BUFFERED�THE�COASTLINE�FROM�THE�EROSIVE�EFFECTS�OF�WAVES�
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� #ONSERVATION� EFFORTS�� INCLUDING� THE� %NDANGERED� 3PECIES� !CT� AND� OTHER�
PROTECTIONS��HAVE�HELPED�THE�OTTER�MAKE�A�TENTATIVE�COMEBACK�BUT�ITS�STATUS�LIKE�THE�
CONDOR�S�IS�STILL�PRECARIOUS�

sss

� 7HEN�THE�"IG�3UR�CONDORS�CIRCLE�THE�SKY��THEY�HAVE�A�VIEW�OF�THE�ROCKY�COASTLINE�
THAT�WINDS�SOUTH�INTO�THE�HAZY�DISTANCE��!�FEW�MILES�DOWN�THAT�COAST��ANOTHER�THREATENED�
SEA�MAMMAL�IS�STAGING�A�COMEBACK�FROM�ITS�OWN�ENCOUNTER�WITH�EXTINCTION�
� 4HE�NORTHERN�ELEPHANT�SEAL�DERIVES�ITS�NAME�FROM�ITS�PACHYDERMLIKE�PROBOSCIS��
(UNDREDS�OF�THOUSANDS�OF�THESE�SEA�MAMMALS�ONCE�ROAMED�THE�0ACIlC�/CEAN��!�MALE�
ELEPHANT�SEAL�IS�LARGER�THAN�A�CAR�����FEET�LONG�AND�WEIGHING�MORE�THAN�������POUNDS��
%LEPHANT�SEALS�ROUTINELY�DIVE�NEARLY�A�MILE�INTO�THE�OCEAN�AND�CAN�HOLD�THEIR�BREATH�
FOR�MORE�THAN�AN�HOUR��!�GENEROUS�LAYER�OF�BLUBBER�ALLOWS�THEM�TO�SURVIVE�IN�THE�ICY�
WATER��AND�THIS�WAS�THEIR�UNDOING��(UNTERS�SEEKING�THE�OILRICH�BLUBBER�DECIMATED�THE�
ELEPHANT�SEAL�S�POPULATION�IN�A�RUSH�FOR�QUICK�PROlTS��"Y�THE�LATE�����S��THE�SEEMINGLY�
INEXHAUSTIBLE�POPULATION�OF�ELEPHANT�SEALS�HAD�DISAPPEARED�FROM�THE�0ACIlC�/CEAN��
/NLY�A�GROUP�OF�ABOUT�����OF�THEM�HELD�OUT�ON�A�REMOTE�ISLAND�OFF�"AJA�#ALIFORNIA��
%ARLY� IN� THE� ��TH� CENTURY�� THE� -EXICAN� AND� 5�3�� GOVERNMENTS� GAVE� THESE� LAST� FEW�
ELEPHANT�SEALS�PROTECTED�STATUS��/N�THIS�SLENDER�THREAD��THE�ELEPHANT�SEAL�CLIMBED�OUT�
OF�THE�EXTINCTION�ABYSS�AND�HAS��IN�RECENT�DECADES��EXPANDED�ITS�NUMBERS�

sss

� /N�WARM�AFTERNOONS��WHEN�THE�THERMALS�ARE�GOOD��THE�CONDORS�SPREAD�THEIR�
WINGS�AND�RIDE� THE�UPDRAFTS�A�MILE�OR� TWO� INTO� THE� SKY��&ROM�THIS� LOFTY�VISAGE�� THE�
#ALIFORNIA� LANDSCAPE� STRETCHES� TO� THE� HORIZON�� )N� THE� PAST� TWO� HUNDRED� YEARS�� THIS�
VIEW�HAS�CHANGED�DRAMATICALLY�AS�AN�UNPARALLELED�ECOLOGICAL�TRANSFORMATION�HAS�SPREAD�
ACROSS�THE�STATE�S�MOUNTAINS�AND�VALLEYS�
� %VERYWHERE��NATIVE�GRASSES�HAVE�GIVEN�WAY�TO�INVASIVE�SPECIES��4HE�MAJORITY�
OF�#ALIFORNIA�S�WETLANDS�HAVE�BEEN�DRAINED��DIKED��OR�DEVELOPED��DESTROYING�MANY�RICH�
HABITATS��.OWADAYS��THE�ONLY�PLACE�YOU�LL�lND�A�GRIZZLY�BEAR�ONCE�NUMEROUS�IN�THE�
REGION�IS�ON�THE�STATE�mAG�
� 4HE� TRANSMOGRIlCATION�OF�#ALIFORNIA�S� ECOLOGY� ILLUSTRATES�A�PATTERN� THAT�HAS�
PLAYED�OUT�ACROSS�THE�PLANET��4HE�VIEW�WEST�ACROSS�THE�0ACIlC�/CEAN�REVEALS�A�SIMILAR�
STORY�OF�DEPLETED�lSHERIES�AND�OF�WHALE�POPULATIONS�HUNTED�TO�THE�BRINK��4HE�DETAILS�
CHANGE�� BUT� WHEREVER� YOU� GO� AROUND� THE� GLOBE� THE� STORY� IS� ESSENTIALLY� THE� SAME��
THE�lRST� HUMANS� ARRIVE� AND� SOON� AFTERWARD� THE� LARGE�MAMMALS� AND�mIGHTLESS� BIRDS�
DISAPPEAR��4HEN�TECHNOLOGICALLY�ADVANCED�CULTURES�DEVELOP��ALTERING�THE�ENVIRONMENT�
WITH�POWERFUL�TOOLS�OF�STEAM�AND�STEEL��4HE�PACE�OF�EXTINCTIONS�ACCELERATES�
� 2ENOWNED� (ARVARD� BIOLOGIST� %DWARD� /�� 7ILSON� ESTIMATES� THAT� EACH� YEAR�
APPROXIMATELY��������SPECIES�VANISH�FOREVER��-OST�ARE�UNKNOWN�PLANTS��INSECTS��AND�
ARACHNIDS� AS� WELL� AS� COUNTLESS� MICROSCOPIC� CREATURES� THAT� COMPRISE� THE� BULK� OF� THE�
BIOSPHERE�
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� "IOLOGISTS�CALL�THIS�PHENOMENON�THE�3IXTH�%XTINCTION��)N�THE�PAST�HALF�BILLION�
YEARS��lVE�MASS�EXTINCTIONS�HAVE�SWEPT�THE�PLANET��4HE�BESTKNOWN�OF�THESE�OCCURRED�
���MILLION�YEARS�AGO�WHEN�THE�DINOSAURS�MET�THEIR�DEMISE��7E�NOW�HAVE�ENTERED�A�NEW�
ERA�WHERE�HUMANINDUCED�EXTINCTIONS�ARE�RENDING�THE�FABRIC�OF�LIFE��.OT�SURPRISINGLY��
HABITAT�DESTRUCTION�LEADS�THE�WAY�IN�CAUSING�SPECIES�LOSS��)NVASIVE�SPECIES�NONNATIVE�
BIOLOGICAL� INVADERS�THAT�RAVAGE�HABITATS�ARE�ANOTHER�POTENT� FORCE�UNDERMINING�THE�
INTEGRITY�OF�OUR�ECOSYSTEMS��7HEN�YOU�ADD�IN�GLOBAL�WARMING��THE�OVEREXPLOITATION�OF�
NATURAL�RESOURCES��AND�WORLDWIDE�POLLUTION��YOU�HAVE�A�PLANET�UNDER�SIEGE�
� 7ILSON� SAYS� THAT� THE� CURRENT� EXTINCTION� RATE� IS� ������ TIMES� ABOVE� NORMAL�
AND� PREDICTS� THAT� UNLESS� WE� CHANGE� THE� TRAJECTORY� OF� HUMAN� OVERPOPULATION� AND�
OVERCONSUMPTION��HALF�OF�%ARTH�S�SPECIES�WILL�BE�LOST�BY�������7E�ARE�ENTERING�THE�!GE�
OF�,ONELINESS�

sss

� "IODIVERSITY� LOSS� IS� ONE� OF� THE� GREAT� CHALLENGES� FACING� HUMANITY� IN� THIS�
CENTURY��7HERE�DO�WE�BEGIN��7HAT�DO�WE�DO��h4UG�ON�ANYTHING�AT�ALL�AND�YOU�LL�lND�
IT�CONNECTED�TO�EVERYTHING�ELSE�IN�THE�UNIVERSE�v�*OHN�-UIR�SAID��4HAT�IS�EXACTLY�WHAT�
THE�SCIENTISTS�WHO�ARE�BRINGING�BACK�THE�CONDOR�HAVE�DONE��)N�THE�FACE�OF�THE�3IXTH�
%XTINCTION�S�JUGGERNAUT�AND�AGAINST�ALL�ODDS��THEY�DEVELOPED�A�RECOVERY�PROGRAM�FOR�
THE�CONDOR�AND�STARTED�TUGGING��)T�TOOK�MANY�YEARS�OF�BACKBREAKING�WORK�AS�WELL�AS�
GREAT�GOOD�LUCK��BUT�THE�RECOVERY�TEAM�IS�CLOSE�TO�ACCOMPLISHING�WHAT�MANY�DEEMED�
IMPOSSIBLE�
� !� CRUCIAL� DISCOVERY� IN� ����� HELPED� TURN� THE� TIDE� WHEN� BIOLOGISTS� FOUND� A�
CONDOR� THAT�HAD�DIED�AFTER� INGESTING�A� LEAD�BULLET� FRAGMENT��(ERE�WAS� THE�HITHERTO�
UNKNOWN�REASON�FOR�THE�SPECIES��TROUBLES��#ONDORS�ARE�CARRION�EATERS��AND�IF�THEY�FEED�
ON�A�DEER�OR�PIG�OR�OTHER�GAME�LEFT�BEHIND�BY�HUNTERS��THEY�RAN�THE�RISK�OF�CONSUMING�
TINY�PIECES�OF� LEAD��,EAD� IS�HIGHLY� TOXIC�AND�EVEN� SMALL� FRAGMENTS�CAN�PARALYZE� THE�
NERVES�IN�A�CONDOR�S�DIGESTIVE�SYSTEM�LEADING�TO�A�SLOW��PAINFUL�DEATH�BY�STARVATION��
� 4HIS�lNDING�LED�TO�THE�CAPTURE�OF�THE�LAST�WILD�CONDORS�IN�THE�LATE�����S��)T�
MADE�NO�SENSE�TO�LEAVE�THE�REMAINING�BIRDS�OUT�IN�THE�WILD�WHERE�THEY�FACED�A�HIGH�RISK�
OF�DYING�FROM�LEAD�POISONING�
� 7ITH� THE� SUCCESS� OF� THE� CAPTIVEBREEDING� EFFORT� AND� THE� RELEASE� OF� THE�lRST�
ZOOBRED�BIRDS�IN�������THE�LEAD�PROBLEM�RESURFACED��4HE�OBVIOUS�SOLUTION�BAN�LEAD�
BULLETS�PRESENTED�A�POLITICAL�CONUNDRUM�FOR�THE�RECOVERY�TEAM��7HILE�MANY�HUNTERS�
EMBRACED�THE�USE�THE�EXCELLENT�ALTERNATIVE�AMMUNITION�THAT�IS�AVAILABLE��USUALLY�COPPER�
BULLETS	��SOME�GUN�GROUPS�DISPUTED�THE�SCIENCE�AND�OPPOSED�THE�TRANSITION�AWAY�FROM�
LEAD��4HE�RECOVERY�PROGRAM�STILL�STRUGGLES�WITH�THIS�DILEMMA��%VEN�THOUGH�CONDORS�ARE�
REPRODUCING�WELL��THE�RECOVERY�TEAM�SPENDS�MUCH�OF�ITS�TIME�TRYING�TO�PREVENT�RELEASED�
CONDORS�FROM�CONSUMING�LEAD�AND�TREATING�BIRDS�THAT�GET�POISONED��$OZENS�OF�RELEASED�
CONDORS�HAVE�SUFFERED�FROM�LEAD�POISONING�
� )N�������A�STUDY�DONE�AT�THE�5NIVERSITY�OF�#ALIFORNIA�AT�3ANTA�#RUZ�LINKED�THE�
hlNGERPRINTv�OF�THE�SPECIlC�LEAD�ISOTOPE�RATIO�FOUND�IN�LEAD�BULLETS�TO�THE�LEAD�FOUND�IN�



0ING�����0ONG

THE�BLOOD�OF�POISONED�CONDORS��4HIS�STUDY��ALONG�WITH�A�MOUNTAIN�OF�OTHER�SCIENTIlC�
DATA�THAT�SHOW�LEAD�BULLETS�TO�BE�THE�CULPRIT��PROMPTED�A�COALITION�OF�ENVIRONMENTALISTS��
HUNTERS�� AND� RECOVERY� TEAM�MEMBERS� TO�BEGIN� THE� COMPLICATED�POLITICAL�PROCESS�OF�
PUSHING�FOR�REGULATIONS�REQUIRING�NONLEAD�BULLETS�FOR�HUNTING��)N�/CTOBER�������THEY�
SUCCEEDED��!�BILL�WAS�SIGNED�INTO�LAW�IN�#ALIFORNIA�MANDATING�NONLEAD�AMMUNITION�
FOR�BIG�GAME�HUNTING�IN�CONDOR�COUNTRY��)T�TAKES�EFFECT�IN�*ULY������
� &OR�THE�lRST�TIME��THE�CONDOR�RECOVERY�PROGRAM�HAS�A�REAL�CHANCE�AT�REACHING�
ITS�ULTIMATE�GOAL��TWO�SELFSUSTAINING�WILD�POPULATIONS�WITH�EACH�GROUP�COMPRISED�OF�
AT�LEAST�����BIRDS�

sss

� ,ATE�IN�THE�AFTERNOON�WE�RETURN�TO�THE�"IG�3UR�HEADLAND�FOR�A�lNAL�LOOK�AT�THE�
CONDORS��!�COPPER�SUN�SINKS�TOWARD�A�DISTANT�FOG�BANK�HOVERING�OVER�THE�OCEAN��)T�IS�
QUIET�ONLY�A�FEW�CARS�WHISPER�BY�ON�THE�HIGHWAY�AND�THE�WARM�AIR�IS�lLLED�WITH�
THE�SPICY�TANG�OF�CHAPARRAL��4HE�LAST�OF�THE�CONDORS�ARE�HEADING�INLAND��WINGING�THEIR�
WAY�TOWARD�EVENING�ROOST�SITES��!N�OTTER�DIVES�FOR�SEA�URCHINS�IN�THE�KELP�BED�BELOW��!�
FEW�MILES�DOWN�THE�COAST��DOZENS�OF�ELEPHANT�SEALS�ARE�HAULED�OUT�ON�THE�SAND�FOR�THEIR�
ANNUAL�MATING�RITUALS�
� &OR�A�MOMENT�� LIFE� APPEARS� AS� IT�HAS� ALWAYS�BEEN�� AND� IT� SEEMS�POSSIBLE� TO�
IMAGINE� THAT� THE����BILLIONYEAROLD�WEB�OF� LIFE�UPON�WHICH�OUR� SURVIVAL�DEPENDS�
CAN� STILL� BE� PRESERVED��"REATHING� IN� THE� STILLNESS�� YOU� CAN� ENVISION� A� FUTURE� FOR� THE�
CONDOR�AND�THE�SEA�OTTER�AND�THE�ELEPHANT�SEAL�AND�COUNTLESS�OTHER�SPECIES�THAT�IS�
AS�SOLID�AS�THE�STRIATED�ROCKS�TWISTING�THROUGH�THE�COASTAL�CLIFFS�
� -AYBE�THIS�MOMENT�IS�MERELY�A�MIRAGE��THE�AFTERGLOW�TO�AN�ENCHANTING�"IG�3UR�
SUNSET��4HEN�AGAIN��HERE�AT�THE�EDGE�OF�THE�CONTINENT��DREAMS�HAVE�A�WAY�OF�GATHERING�
A�TAILWIND�AND�SLOWDANCING�TOWARD�THE�TANGIBLE��)F�THE�CONDOR�CAN�BE�BROUGHT�BACK�
FROM�THE�BRINK��PERHAPS�THE�EFFORTS�DEDICATED�TO�SAVING�BIODIVERSITY�ACROSS�THE�PLANET�
CAN�YIELD�SIMILAR�RESULTS��,ET�US�HOPE�
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$ANGLING�-EANING

4HE�POEM�WAS�MEANT�TO�MEAN�SOMETHING��SO�THE�POEM�MEANT�TO�MEAN�SOMETHING�

)T�TRIED�TO�DO�ITS�DUTY�AS�A�CITIZEN�AND�SHOWED�UP�TO�RECEIVE�ITS�FATE��BUT�THE�POEM�WAS�
MEANT�TO�FAIL��IT�SEEMS�

4HE�POEM�FELL�APART�AT�THE�SEAMS��7HAT�IT�THOUGHT�IT�WAS�MEANT�TO�SAY�IT�SAID��BUT�IT�
WENT�UNHEARD�

4HAT�SEAM�BETWEEN�THE�POEM�AND�THE�AUDIENCE�RIPPED��NOT�BECAUSE�THE�AUDIENCE�WAS�
RIPPED�BUT�BECAUSE�THE�THREAD�GOT�LOST�

4HE�THREAD�THAT�BINDS�IS�A�STITCH�IN�TIME��AND�TO�hBE�ALL�THAT�YOU�CAN�BEv�IS�ALL�THE�
PEOPLE�COULD�SEE�IN�OUR�TIMES�

!N�ARMY�OF�ONE�GOT�IN�THE�WAY�OF�THE�POEM��0OEMS�MEAN�TO�MAKE�AN�UNARMY�OF�ALL�

4O�MAKE�AN�ARMY�AT�ALL�WAS�THE�POEM�S�MISTAKE��4HE�PEOPLE�COULD�HARDLY�TAKE�IT�A�
POEM�THAT�CAME�TO�BRING�NOT�PEACE�AND�mOWERS�AND�STUFF�BUT�A�SWORD�

4HE�POEM�BROUGHT�A�SORT�OF�$AMOCLEAN�SWORD�THAT�FOUGHT�OR�SOUGHT�TO�SLICE�THEM�
FROM�THEIR�PREDILECTIONS��4HE�PEOPLE�PREFERRED�ELECTIONS�WITH�A�RIGHT�AND�WRONG��OR�A�
RIGHT�AND�A�RIGHTER�

4HE�WRITER�MEANT�TO�MEAN�SOMETHING�BY�THE�POEM�BY�LETTING�IT�BE�SOMETHING�OTHER�
THAN�ALL�IT�WAS�MEANT�TO�BE��4HAT�S�ALL�

.)'�'�,-"�&&
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!MOR�#ORDIS

.OT�ALL�WHO�LIVE�HAVE�HEARTS��NOT�ALL
WHO�HAVE�HEARTS�HAVE�SEEN�ONE�
4HERE�IS�LOVE�AS�ONE�KIND�OF�VIVISECTION�
PEERING�THRU�THE�HEART�OF�ANOTHER
AT�A�STRANGE�WORLD�INCLUDING�OURSELVES
AS�THE�ULTIMATE�STRANGERS��BUT�)�WAS�TALKING
ABOUT�CUTTING�OPEN�A�DEAD�THING�
PERHAPS�ONE�YOU�YOURSELF�HAVE�JUST�KILLED�
AND�SEEING�THE�MUSCLE�BOUND�IN�FATTY�lBERS
THAT�GOES�INTO�THE�STEW��(OW�MANY�OF�YOU
HAVE�DIPPED�UP�EVEN�A�RABBIT�S�BROWN�HEART
IN�YOUR�SPOON�AND�NEVER�SEEN�ONE
RED�AND�BLEEDING�

!MOR�-ENTIS

4HE�THINGS�WE�DO
NOT�SEE
BEG�THE�OLD�QUESTION�
h!RE�YOU�THERE�AT�ALL�THEN�v
4HE�GRAIN�OF�FEELING�
LIKE�THE�GRAIN�OF�THE�CANVAS�
CARRIES�THE�COLORS�INTO�THE�FUTURE
AND�RECALLS�THEM�TO�THEMSELVES�
MOSTLY��THOUGH��IT�RECALLS
SOMETHING�SEEN�SORT�OF�
ONCE�
)�SEE�THIS�AT�ONCE�AS�)�LIE
FEIGNING�SLEEP�WITH�DEEP�EVEN�BREATHS�
AND�PERCEIVE�YOUR�INVISIBLE�PRESENCE
FOLDING�UNDERWEAR�AT�THE�FOOT�OF�THE�BED
UNTIL�THE�DRAWER�SLIDING�OUT�WITH�A�SQUEAK
SEEMS�TO�WAKE�ME�TO�WHAT�YOU�ACTUALLY�LOOK�LIKE
NOW�TO�ME��AFTER�ALL�THESE�YEARS
SINCE�THAT�DAY�YOU�DIED�



0ING�����0ONG

)T�WAS�THE�VIOLINIST�WHO�BROUGHT�YOU�BACK
IN�HER�PLAYING�AND�THE�WAY�SHE�STOOD
IN�FRECKLES�AND�A�SMILE�
NAKED�BENEATH�HER�CLOTHES�

!MOR�#ORPOREALIS

,UST�IS�A�KIND�OF�LUCK
THAT�TOUCHES�US�ONCE
AND�BEGS�FOR�MORE�TOUCHING�SOON�
)T�IS�ONE�WAY�THE�BODY�DREAMS�
4HE�SYCAMORE�GROWS�LEAVES�THAT�CHANGE�IT
AND�WHEN�THEY�FALL�WILL�CHANGE�THEMSELVES
FROM�COLOR�TO�COLOR�TO�NO�COLOR�AT�ALL
WHILE�A�BLACK�HAIRY�HOG�BENEATH�THEM
IN�THE�ROADDITCH�BLOATS�
"EFORE�IT�ENTERS�OUR�HOMES�
WILDLIFE�USUALLY�BECOMES�PHOTOGRAPHS�
9OU�CAN�DROP�SOME�CANDY�IN�ITS�BAG
LIKE�A�VOTE�AND�HOPE�IT�MAY�JUST�GO�AWAY�
9ESTERDAY��)�CAME�HERE�TO�LIVE�
AND�YOU�WERE�ALREADY�HERE�INSIDE�ME
�A�BATTLE�)�WILL�HAVE�FOUGHT
WITH�THE�CENTAUR�OF�WRITING�EVERYTHING�DOWN�
"UT�IF�THESE�WORDS�SHOULD�lND�YOU
SOMEWHERE�IN�YOUR�SLEEP�
TRY�TO�TOUCH�THE�WAR�WITH�THEM
AND�TELL�ITS�DREADFUL�SIGNAL
TO�SHUT�UP�
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-USEUM�0IECES

)��7¤NGED�'ENIUS
�FOR�THE�QUIET�SIDE�OF�+ENWARD�%LMSLIE	

4HE�CHATTER�OF�SWALLOWS
BITES�LITTLE�HOLES�IN�THE�AIR
THAT�A�STAR�MIGHT�SHOW�THROUGH
THAT�ASTERISK�WHERE
SOMETHING�INVISIBLE�USED�TO�BE�
SEEMS�SILLY�TO�ME�
BUT�THIS�BUILDING�MAKES�IT�MAKE�SENSE
�CAUSE�)�SAW�YOU�WHERE�YOU�RE�NOT�NOW
ON�THE�GREAT�GRANITE�STEPS�CALLING�ME
MAYBE���OR�SO�YEARS�AGO
AND�WHEN�)�SAID�h)�MISS�YOUv
YOU�SAID�h9EAH�
)�KNOW�v

))��4ORSO�OF�A�GOD
�FOR�THE�THOUGHT�OF�*OHN�"ERGER	

3EEMINGLY�BROKEN�BLACK�GRANULAR�STONE
FRAGMENT�OF�A�BODY�SHOWN�ONLY�IN�PART
WITH�ROUGH�EDGES�SUGGESTING
THE�UNlNISHED�EARTH�FROM�WHICH�IT�CAME�
INTO�SOMEONE�S�HANDS�TO�BE�WORKED�BUT�STILL
DISPLAYING�BOTH�GRIT�AND�SMOOTH�SKIN�IN�A�MOMENT
THE�EYE�CATCHES�AND�mASHES�BACK
TO�A�HEART�ATTACHED�WHERE�THE�HANDS�HOLD�SWAY
ANY�COLLECTOR�MIGHT�WANT�IN�THE�BIG�HOUSE
WHERE�HE�COULD�SAY�WHAT�AND�WHEN�AND�MAYBE�EVEN
WHO�SIGNED�THE�WORKING�BUT�ALL�THAT�KNOWLEDGE
FALLS�FAR�SHORT�OF�THE�BOY�THE�SCULPTOR�KNEW�OR�IMAGINED
AND�FARTHER�SHORTER�YET�OF�HIS�YEARNING�KNOWING�
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)))��3ERVANT�IN�THE�0LACE�OF�4RUTH
�FOR�2OBERT�#REELEY�S�POETICS	

WHAT�TAKES
TRUTH�S�PLACE
BUT�A�THING
IN�A�CASE
WE�LOOK�INTO
AT�ITS�LABELCARD
WHEN�WE�HALT�OUR�VISIT
AND�ASK�OURSELVES�ISN�T�IT�REALLY
A�PINECONE�THYRSUS
HOLYWATER�mICKER
NOT�A�CUDGEL�ON�A�STICK

WHO�SAYS
WHO�GETS
TO�SAY
WHAT�THAT�ANCIENT�GUY�S�GOT
IN�HIS�CARVáD�HAND
WHAT�THAT�MAN�IS�DOING�IN�THERE
WITH�ALL�THE�TIME�BETWEEN�US�AND�HIM
HOW�COULD�ANYBODY�REMEMBER
SO�SOMETHING�SOMEBODY�HAD�IN�THEIR�HEAD
MADE�THEM�THINK�TO�CALL�HIM�A�hWARRIORv�
WHEN�THEY�MIGHT�HAVE�PUT�hPRIESTv

)6��3ACRED�&ISH
�FOR�'ERTRUDE�3TEIN�S�DINNERTABLE�CONVERSATION	

)F�IT�lGHTS��KILL�IT�SLOWLY
FOR�SPORT�AND�TELL�THE�STORY
AMONG�FRIENDS�COUNTED�ON
AND�ON�BY�THE�NUMBER
OF�DRINKS�YOU�HAVE�TO�BUY�THEM
TO�LISTEN��(ANG�IT�ALL
ON�THE�WALL�AND�YOU�HAVE�THE�BIRTH
OF�OUR�SOCIETY�AND�ITS�FAVORED�RELIGION�
THE�OVERPOWERING�TRUTH�OF�OVERPOWERING�
$EATH�IS�HISTORY��SAYS�THEIR�SAVIOR�
BUT�THAT�ONE�WAS�ALSO�THE�MULTIPLIER
THAT�MADE�THE�LOAVES�AND�lSHES�EXIST
IN�THE�PUBLIC�IMAGINATION�
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#OUNTRY�2IDE

� 0EOPLE�HAVE�CERTAIN�ASSUMPTIONS�ABOUT�A�RIDE�IN�THE�COUNTRY��4HAT�THERE�WILL�
BE�3ATIE�PLAYING�IN�THE�BACKGROUND��OR�SOME�OTHER�&RENCH�COMPOSER��4HAT�THE�CAR�
AND�COUNTRYSIDE�WILL�BE�QUAINT��4HAT�SHE�WILL�BE�WEARING�A�SUMMER�DRESS�AND�WILL�LET�
ME�HELP�HER�INTO�THE�CAR��4HAT�)�WILL�WEAR�A�NICE�SHIRT�AND�DRIVE�SAFELY��"UT�MY�SHIRT�IS�
STAINED��AND�SO�IS�HERS��BECAUSE�WE�HAVE�JUST�COME�FROM�CREATING�A�LITTLE�MORE�OF�HER��
!T�lRST��WE�KEEP�THE�WINDOWS�UP��TO�WARM�OUR�EARS�AND�NOSES��7E�FEEL�DIVORCED�FROM�
THE�LANDSCAPE��3OON�WE�ARRIVE��MEANING�THAT�WE�COME�TO�A�VIEW�THAT�WE�ARE�BOTH�
CERTAIN�CANNOT�BE�EXPERIENCED�WELL�FROM�INSIDE�A�CAR��)T�IS�A�HILL�OF�DRIED�GRASS��4HIS�IS�
THE�DEVELOPMENT�OF�THE�lRST�MOVEMENT��RIGHT�HERE��AS�)�PULL�OVER�AND�WE�GET�OUT��)T�
IS�VERY�QUIET��7E�WALK�TOWARDS�THE�TOP��WHERE�IT�SEEMS�THERE�IS�NOTHING�BUT�GRASS�AND�
SKY��3HE�SAYS��ISN�T�YOUR�SONG�ABOUT�COMMUNICATION��LIKE�ALL�THE�OTHERS��3HE�SAYS��THEN�
WHY�IS�THERE�SO�LITTLE�DIALOGUE��)�SAY��YOU�ARE�MY�SONG��)�SAY��LOOK��)T�IS�ONLY�A�SQUIRREL��
BUT�ITS�TAIL�IS�RICH��!ND�ITS�RHYTHM�DEPENDS�ON�OTHER�THINGS��3HE�SAYS��WILL�THERE�BE�
MORE�MOVEMENTS��)�SAY��)�LOVE�YOU��3HE�SAYS��YOU�ARE�SELFINDULGENT�
x
� 4HE�SECOND�MOVEMENT�IS�THE�ONE�IN�WHICH�THE�STORM�BUILDS��4HE�SUN�IS�STILL�
BRIGHT��BUT�IT�IS�STAGNANT��AND�THE�CHILL�OF�THE�BREEZE�THAT�BALANCED�IT�IS�GONE��3HE�
SEEMS�ALIEN�TO�ME�UP�HERE��)�AM�AHEAD�OF�HER�AND�HAVE�TO�LOOK�BACK��AND�SOMETIMES�
SHE�IS�LIKE�A�SHADOW�ACROSS�THE�GRASS��7E�HAVE�LONG�SHADOWS�ON�THIS�HILL��IT�CURVES�
DOWN�FROM�US��MAKES�US�FEEL�THAT�THERE�ISN�T�ANYWHERE�WE�CAN�GO�FROM�HERE��3HE�SAYS��
IF�YOU�LOOK�AT�ME�LIKE�THAT��YOU�WILL�MAKE�THE�SKY�DARKEN��)�SAY��)�HAVE�NEVER�NOTICED�
YOUR�CHEEKBONES�BEFORE��4HEY�ARE�PALE�AND�DELICATE��LIKE�WINGS�IN�HER�FACE��3HE�SAYS��
MY�HAIR�IS�BLOWING�OUT�OF�CONTROL��AND�THERE�IS�A�HEAVY�WIND��WARM��SHOVING�AT�US��
AND�)�WANT�TO�BE�HER��)�WANT�TO�FEEL�THAT�SPREAD�OF�CHEEKBONES��)�WANT�TO�FEEL�THAT�HAIR�
IN�MY�FACE��)T�SEEMS�THE�MORE�REAL�SHE�BECOMES��AND�NOW��THE�MORE�THIS�WIND�BEATS�
AT�US��THE�LESS�)�CAN�FEEL��3HE�SAYS�THERE�ARE�TREES��AND�THERE�ARE��BUT�THEY�ARE�FAR�AWAY�
AT�THE�BOTTOM�OF�THIS�HILL��WHICH�SEEMS�TO�HAVE�GROWN��)�SAY��THE�CAR��3HE�SAYS�THERE�IS�
NO�SUCH�THING�RIGHT�NOW��AND�)�SEE�SHE�IS�RIGHT��4HERE�IS�NO�ROAD��!�RAINDROP�HITS�HER�
HEAD�AND�SOAKS�INTO�HER�HAIR��3HE�URGES�ME�TO�RUN�
� 9OU�MUST�REMEMBER�THIS�IS�STILL�THE�SECOND�MOVEMENT��SO�AS�THE�STORM�HITS�US�
AND�WE�RUN�DOWN�THE�HILL��GOING�FASTER�AND�FASTER��DON�T�THINK�OF�THIS�LIGHT�STACCATO�RAIN��
)MAGINE�MY�BREATH��FULL�AND�SLOW��EXPANDING�ME��!S�WE�GO�DOWN�THE�HILL��WE�SEEM�TO�
GROW�HEAVIER��7E�TAKE�SLOW�STEPS�THAT�DIVORCE�US�FROM�THE�GROUND��4HE�WIND�AND�RAIN�
SEEM�TO�BE�FEATURES�OF�THE�AIR��AND�)�WONDER�IF�THEY�WILL�WASH�MY�SHIRT�CLEAN��)�WANT�TO�
PRAY�FOR�SOMETHING��7E�ARRIVE�AT�THE�BEGINNING�OF�THE�TREES��5NDER�THEIR�CANOPY��IT�IS�DRY�
x
�



0ING�����0ONG

(ER�SOUND�mUTTERS�AS�SHE�PANTS��4HE�RAIN�IS�LOUD�AND�FAST�ABOVE�US��HITTING�THE�
TREES��)T�RUNS�IN�QUICK�RIVULETS�AND�WATERFALLS�ANYWAY�IT�CAN�GET�DOWN��%VERYTHING�
IS�SMALL�HERE��MOSS�AND�LEAVES�AND�DETAILS�OF�BARK��)�SAY��WHAT�TREES�ARE�THESE��BUT�
THEY�KEEP�CHANGING�TOO�FAST��SO�NOW�THEY�ARE�WHITE�WITH�SHREDDED�BARK�AND�LONG�
LEAVES��AND�NOW�THERE�IS�A�SIGH�OF�PINE�NEEDLES�UNDER�MY�FEET�AND�NOW�THE�LEAVES�
ARE�TOO�SMALL�AND�MANY�FOR�ME�TO�LOOK�AT��3HE�SAYS�WE�ARE�IN�THE�RAIN��THERE�ARE�
NO�TREES��IF�ONLY�THERE�WERE��3HE�LOOKS�AT�ME�STRANGELY��3HE�SAYS�WE�ARE�IN�THE�CAR��
#AN�T�YOU�SMELL�THE�ASHTRAY��)�THINK��BUT�ISN�T�THAT�THE�SMELL�OF�TREES��AND�)�SAY��
THE�SOUND�OF�THE�WATER�IS�TINNY��3HE�SAYS�WE�ARE�IN�A�BARN��3EE�THERE��THE�LIGHT�
BETWEEN�SLATS�OF�WOOD��)�SAY�ISN�T�THIS�WOOD�ALIVE��AND�SHE�SAYS�)�DON�T�KNOW�WHAT�
ALIVE�IS��)�DON�T�KNOW�IF�YOU�HAVE�CREATED�THAT�YET��)�SAY��YOU�ARE�HERE��3HE�SAYS��
AM�)��(OW�CAN�YOU�KNOW��YOU�CAN�T�EVEN�FEEL�THE�RAIN�BEATING�INTO�YOUR�FACE�AS�
WE�STAND�HERE�IN�THIS�lELD��3HE�SAYS��YOU�ARE�SELF�INDULGENT��YOU�IMAGINE�THAT�YOU�
CAN�CREATE�SOMETHING�BEAUTIFUL��AND�)�REALIZE�THAT�WE�ARE�IN�THE�STORM�OF�THE�THIRD�
MOVEMENT��(ER�HAIR�IS�PLASTERED�DOWN�BY�THE�RAIN��AND�SHOWS�THE�SHAPE�OF�HER�
SKULL��)T�IS�ACCUSATORY��$O�YOU�REALIZE�THAT�)�HAVE�NO�EYES��SHE�SAYS��)�MUST�HAVE�
MADE�HER�EYES��9OU�DO��)�SAY��)�TRY�TO�LOOK�AT�HER��BUT�NOW�SHE�IS�LOOKING�AWAY��)�
SEE�THE�BACK�OF�HER�HEAD��THE�SIDE�OF�HER�CHEEK��)�WALK�AROUND�HER��BUT�CAN�NEVER�
REACH�HER�FACE��!T�ONE�MOMENT��)�IMAGINE�THAT�THERE�IS�A�BIT�OF�EYE��SOME�BLUE�
OR��3OME�SKIN�STRETCHED�ACROSS��/R��!�SORT�OF�HOLLOW��SHADOWY�AND�TIRED��WITH�
STARS�IN�IT��.O��LOOK��)�CRY��)�CAN�SEE�YOUR�EYES��4HEY�ARE�THERE��4HEY�ARE�STARS��3HE�
TURNS�TO�LOOK�AT�ME�AND�)�SEE�MYSELF�
� )�SEE�MYSELF��4HIS�IS�THE�END�OF�THE�THIRD�MOVEMENT��WHEN�WE�GET�A�GLIMPSE�
OF�THE�BEGINNING�AGAIN��IMAGINE�THAT�IT�IS�A�BEAUTIFUL�DAY��)�SEE�MYSELF�IN�HER�TURN
ING��3HE�IS�WEARING�A�STAINED�SHIRT��3HE�DOESN�T�LET�ME�HELP�HER�INTO�THE�CAR��SAYS�MUST�
YOU�DO�EVERYTHING��3HE�SAYS�THE�RAIN�HAS�STAINED�MY�SHIRT��)�LOOK�AND�SEE�THAT�THERE�
IS�A�DROP�OF�RAIN�COATING�HER�IN�BLUE��)�SAY��OPEN�THE�WINDOW�AND�LET�THE�AIR�DRY�YOU��
3HE�SAYS�IT�WILL�BE�TOO�COLD��4HE�WEIGHT�OF�THE�SUN�WILL�BALANCE�THE�CHILL�IN�THE�AIR��
BUT�ONLY�WHEN�WE�ARE�STILL��)�ASK�HER�THEN��AS�WE�ARE�DRIVING�IN�THE�COUNTRY��IF�YOU�
HAD�EYES��WHAT�WOULD�THEY�LOOK�LIKE��3HE�SAYS�THE�TAIL�OF�A�SQUIRREL�THAT�HAS�ITS�OWN�
RHYTHM�

0OLYPHONY

3HE�SAYS�WE�CAN�PUT�OUR�VOICES�TOGETHER

)�SAY�THE�!MERICAN�QUEST�FOR�INDIVIDUALITY

)�SAY�YOU�WILL�GET�TIRED�OF�ME
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3HE�WAITS��KNOWING�IT�IS�WHAT�)�WANT
7E�DRIVE�TO�A�CHURCH�AND�GO�IN��)T�LOOKS�LIKE�THIS

x

/UR�SHADOWS�ARE�LOST�IN�IT

x
3HE�STEPS�ONTO�THE�mOOR�AND�SETS�IT�RINGING��3HE�RUNS�HER�HAND

OVER�A�PEW�AND�SETS�IT�RINGING��3HE�IS�EMANATING��3HE�IS

VIBRATIONS��4HE�CHURCH�SINGS�BACK��-Y�SONG

IS�STALE�FROM�DISUSE��3HE�PUTS�HER�HAND�ON�MY�SHOULDER

x
)T�IS�A�SMALL�SHIFT�FROM�A�CHURCH�TO�AN�APPLE�ORCHARD��4HE�AIR�HEATS�UP��3OMEWHERE�
NEARBY��BEES�ARE�GETTING�DRUNK��AND�THERE�IS�THAT�SAME�HUM�OF�THOUGHTS�IN�A�LARGE�
EMPTY�SPACE��AND�COLORED�SHAFTS�OF�LIGHT�SITTING�ON�OUR�SKIN��3HE�PICKS�A�LEAF�AND�EX
AMINES�IT��)�WATCH��WONDERING�WHY�WE�ARE�HERE��MY�HEAD�BENT�UNDER�THE�HEAVY�REACH�
OF�BRANCHES�

3OON�)�REALIZE�THAT�)�AM�LISTENING�TO�CICADAS��7E�ARE�IN�A�VINEYARD�BETWEEN�ROWS�OF�
GRAPEVINES�ON�A�DUSTY�HILLSIDE��4HE�EARTH�AROUND�US�IS�RED��3HE�IS�EXAMINING�A�GRAPE�
LEAF��3HE�RUNS�HER�HAND�OVER�A�HUMP�OF�VINES�AND�THEY�STIR�AND�HUM�
7HAT�IS�THIS�)�SAY��3HE�SAYS�THIS�IS�MUSIC�

)�LOSE�FOCUS�AND�SHE�STARTS�TO�DIM��4HE�AIR�GETS�DARK�AND
HER�SKULL�BECOMES�TRANSLUCENT��SO�THAT�A�GLOW�CAMOUmAGES
HER�FEATURES����BITS�OF�LIGHT�SHINE�THROUGH�HER�HAIR
)�THINK�SHE�IS�LOOKING�AT�ME���)�AM�AFRAID�SHE�IS�GOING�TO�SHATTER

)�THINK�HER�FACE�IS�CHANGING�BEHIND�THE�LIGHT
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$REAM

)�DON�T�KNOW�HER�DREAMS�YET��AND�)�WON�T

FOR�SOME�TIME��3HE�ISN�T�SO�REAL�YET�
THAT�SHE�CAN�DREAM�SOLIDLY��$REAMS

REPLETE�WITH�DREAD�AND�GUILT

THAT�SEEM�TO�GO�ON�FOR�HOURS��)�BELIEVE

THAT�PEOPLE�DREAM�VERY�FAST��THAT�WE�LIVE�OUT

LIVES��IN�FRAGMENTS��WAITING�TO�WAKE�UP�

)�DON�T�KNOW�IF�SHE�WILL�REMEMBER�HER�DREAMS

WHEN�SHE�WAKES�UP��3HE�IS�SO�TRANSLUCENT�YET

)�CAN�T�IMAGINE�HER�HIDING�ANYTHING�FROM�HERSELF�

"UT�IT�IS�A�CHOICE�TO�REMEMBER�DREAMS�

3HE�IS�THE�ONLY�ONE�)�REMEMBER�
x

)N�THIS�DREAM��THERE�ARE�ONLY�SHE�AND�YOU�AND�)��)�TRY�TO�SEE�MYSELF�AND�lND�ONLY�
THE�HAIRY�BACK�OF�A�HAND��)�SEE�YOU��BUT�YOU�ARE�CHANGING��SOMETIMES�THE�READER��
SOMETIMES�ME��SOMETIMES�HER�)�WISH�)�COULD�GRAB�YOU�AND�MAKE�YOU�BE�ONE�THING��
3O�REALLY�THERE�ARE�THE�THREE�OF�US�HERE��BUT�ONLY�SHE�IS�IN�FOCUS��-AYBE�WE�ARE�THE�
HOLY�TRINITY��)�AM�*ESUS�AND�CAN�NOT�SEE�MYSELF�REmECTED�IN�ANYTHING��9OU�ARE�'OD�
AND�CAN�NOT�BE�HELD�IN�ONE�FORM��!ND�SHE�IS�CAUSING�US�TO�EXIST��3HE�IS�OUR�REASON��
3HE�IS�SMALL��AND�SOMETIMES�SURE�OF�HERSELF��3HE�IS�A�MYSTERY�TO�BOTH�OF�US��-AYBE�
WE�ARE�ALL�ONE�PERSON��-AYBE�YOU�ARE�HER�DREAMS�AND�)�AM�HER�HOPE��BUT�IS�SHE�REAL�
ENOUGH�TO�HAVE�HOPE��-AYBE�SHE�IS�CLAY�AND�)�AM�'OD�AND�YOU�ARE�MYSELF��"LESSED�IS�
SHE�BECAUSE�)�DO�NOT�UNDERSTAND�HER�AND�WILL�ALWAYS�WANT�TO�KEEP�HER�CLOSE��"LESSED�
BECAUSE�HER�SCARS�ARE�BEAUTIFUL�TO�ME��HER�CREATOR��BECAUSE�THEY�ARE�A�RESULT�OF�THE�DIF
lCULTIES�)�HAVE�CREATED�AND�OF�HER�OBSTINATE�DESIRE�TO�UNDERSTAND�THE�LAYERS�OF�HER�SELF�

x
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)N�THIS�DREAM��HER�EYELIDS�ARE�MOVING�AS�SHE�LOOKS�BACK�AND�FORTH�BEHIND�THEM��(ER�
DREAMS�ARE�CYCLIC��)�KNOW��BECAUSE�SHE�DOES�NOT�LIKE�TO�WALK�IN�THE�STRAIGHT�LINE�OF�
REASON�

x

)N�THIS�DREAM�SHE�IS�COMPLETE��BECAUSE�IT�IS�A�TRICK�OF�LIGHT�WHEN�)�CAN�NOT�SEE�HER�
COMPLETELY��"ECAUSE�SHE�LIVES�ON�A�STREET�THAT�DIPS�DOWN�TO�THE�OCEAN��AND�AT�SUNSET�
IT�IS�EASY�FOR�THE�SUN�TO�SHINE�THROUGH�HER�AND�ALL�AROUND�HER��)T�IS�A�TRICK�THAT�SHE�
DOES�NOT�SEEM�REAL�YET��(OW�HORRIBLE�IF�SHE�WEREN�T�REAL��"ECAUSE�THE�SUN�lRST�SHINES�
THROUGH�HER��BRILLIANTLY��AND�THEN�BEGINS�TO�SET��AND�IF�YOU�HAVE�EVER�SEEN�EVENING�
COME�ON�THROUGH�A�STAINED�GLASS�WINDOW��YOU�KNOW�HOW�THAT�IS��!T�lRST�SHE�CONTIN
UES�TO�PICK�UP�THE�LIGHT��WHICH�IS�TURNING�RED��AND�REFRACTS�IT��4HEN�SHE�BECOMES�A�
SHADOW�IN�FRONT�OF�IT�AND�NOW�IT�IS�PURPLING��3HE�FADES��&ROM�THE�SKY��SHE�PICKS�UP�
GLIMMERINGS�OF�LIGHT�THAT�COULD�BE�STARS��4HEY�ARE�IN�HER�TEETH�AND�HER�OUTLINE��4HEY�
SHINE�FROM�HER�SKULL��(OW�SAD�TO�NOT�BE�REAL�YET�AND�HAVE�SO�FEW�BITS��!ND�EVEN�
THOUGH�SHE�FADES��)�CAN�T�TAKE�MY�EYES�OFF�HER��)�WANT�THOSE�STARS�

x

)N�THIS�DREAM��)�AM�RUNNING�FROM�HER��(ER�STARS�ARE�CHASING�ME��)�HAVE�NEVER�WON
DERED�WHAT�HAPPENS�WHEN�YOU�CREATE�SOMEONE��AND�DON�T�lNISH��3HE�HAS�GROWN�
TEETH��(ER�STARS�ARE�CHASING�ME��4HIS�DREAM�IS�CYCLIC��4HIS�DREAM�IS�HER�DREAM��3HE�
WILL�DEVOUR�ME��3HE�WILL�DIGEST�ME��3HE�WILL�CREATE�ME��IN�HER�

x

)N�THIS�DREAM��WE�ARE�HAVING�A�PICNIC��YOU�AND�)�AND�HER��7E�ARE�ALL�THERE�IS��/UR�lELD�
IS�STUDDED�WITH�YELLOW�mOWERS�AND�CURVES�DOWN�AWAY�FROM�US�ON�ALL�SIDES��7E�HAVE�A�
BLANKET��3HE�IS�SMILING�BECAUSE�IT�IS�RED�AND�BECAUSE�WE�ARE�HAVING�A�PICNIC��AND�FOR�ONCE�
)�AM�NOT�ASKING�HER�QUESTIONS��9OU�SAY��)�LOVE�COLD�CHICKEN��3HE�PLAYS�WITH�THE�WOVEN�
mAP�OF�THE�PICNIC�BASKET��)�SAY��AREN�T�YOU�GOING�TO�EAT�ANYTHING��3HE�TAKES�OUT�A�HAND�AND�
SUCKS�ON�ITS�lNGERS��3HE�SAYS��CHERRY��)�SAY�THIS�IS�A�DREAM��BUT�AS�)�WATCH��SHE�BECOMES�A�
LITTLE�MORE�SOLID��HER�HAIR�GETS�SOME�STREAKS�OF�BROWN��HER�VEINS�UNDER�THAT�PALE�SKIN�SEEM�
TO�lND�THEIR�PLACES�AND�STOP�WANDERING�AROUND��4HE�HAND�MAY�BE�POINTING�INTO�THE�SKY��
OR�IT�MAY�BE�THE�RELAXED�POSTURE�OF�A�SLEEPER��)�SAY�IS�YOUR�HAND�ASLEEP��3HE�SAYS�OF�COURSE��
4HIS�IS�ITS�DREAM��)�SAY��IT�IS�POINTING�AT�THE�SKY��3HE�FROWNS�AND�SAYS�THE�SKY�IS�MINE��3HE�
REFRACTS�THE�LIGHT�OF�THE�SKY��)T�IS�BLUE��EVERYWHERE��SPILLING�OUT�OF�HER�PORES��3HE�SEEMS�
HIDDEN�BEHIND�IT��)�SAY�YOU�ARE�GREEDY��7E�BOTH�ARE�

x
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4HIS�IS�A�DREAM��AND�WE�ARE�STANDING�ON�THE�SIDEWALK��

� � � � � � � � � �
4HERE�IS�TRASH��AND�A�GRAFlTIED�WALL�THAT�SHE�LEANS�AGAINST��

� � � � � ����3HE�IS�GAZING�OFF��� �
)�SAY�HI��)�SAY�WHAT�ARE�YOU�THINKING��3HE�SAYS��

ARE�YOU�SURE�)�CAN��9OU�GAVE�ME�THIS�COAT�AND�THIS�HAIR�AND�NOT�MUCH�ELSE��

� � � ���������������3HE�DOESN�T�SAY�THAT��4HE�DREAM�SKIPS��3HE�SAYS��)�
THINK�)�AM�GLAD�TO�SEE�YOU�

x

4HIS�A�DREAM�WHERE�SHE�SAYS�HI��AND�)�SAY�OH��HI��4HE�MUSIC�LOOPS��4HERE�IS�WIND��
AND�WE�CAN�SMELL�THE�OCEAN��)N�THIS�DREAM��HER�NOSE�GETS�RED�IN�THE�WIND��)T�IS�BIGGER�
THAN�)�HAD�THOUGHT��SLENDER�AND�KNIFELIKE��3HE�SNIFmES��)�THINK�OF�THE�VULNERABILITY�
OF�A�NOSE��)�HAVE�NEVER�SEEN�IT�BEFORE��3OON�HER�LIPS�ARE�HERE�TOO��AND�CHAPPED��4HE�
SKIN�AROUND�THEM�IS�RED��)�THINK�THAT�SHE�HAS�BEEN�SICK��)�THINK�THAT�THIS�NEW�FACE�IS�
GROTESQUE��BECAUSE�WHAT�IS�BEHIND�IT�IS�UNFORMED��3HE�SAYS�HI��BRIGHTLY��AS�THOUGH�
GLAD�TO�SEE�ME��)�SAY��WHY�ARE�WE�HERE��YOU�HATE�THE�STRAIGHT�LINES�OF�THE�ROAD��3HE�
SAYS��THE�MIND�CAN�BE�A�VISTA�LIKE�THIS��WITH�TRASH��AND�SMELLING�LIKE�THE�OCEAN��)�WANT�
HER�BACK��UNFORMED�

)�DREAM�SHE�IS�+AFKA�S�BEETLE�AND�)�WAKE�UP�GUILTY��4HE�LIGHT�IS�STILL�ON�AND�)�AM�ALONE�
IN�BED��COLD�WITH�NO�COVERS��)�IMAGINE�THAT�IN�THE�OTHER�ROOM��)�CAN�HEAR�A�PET�THAT�
DIED�LONG�AGO��)�RUN�MY�lNGERS�UP�AND�DOWN�MY�ARMS��)�SAY�THAT�SHE�WILL�BE�BETTER�
THAN�ME�

3HE�LIKES�#HOW�-EIN��)�DON�T�KNOW�IF�SHE�LIKES�THE�TASTE�OF�IT��BUT�SHE�LOVES�THE�SOUND�
OF�THE�NAME�AND�THE�LENGTH�OF�THE�NOODLES��3HE�SAYS��SOMEONE�LOVES�US��/THERWISE�
THEY�WOULD�BREAK�THE�NOODLES�AND�ONLY�GIVE�US�HALF�THE�LUXURY��4HEY�ARE�HARD�FOR�
ME�TO�HANDLE�AND�)�SLURP��3HE�SAYS�)�AM�ACTING�LIKE�A�DOG��3URE�THAT�THIS�IS�A�DREAM��
)�IGNORE�HER��"UT�THEN�SHE�IS�GONE��AND�)�AM�LEFT�FOR�A�LONG�TIME�IN�THE�RESTAURANT�BY�
MYSELF��)�AM�BY�MYSELF��!ND�THE�NOODLES�GET�COLD��(ER�DISH�AND�FOOD�SLOWLY�DISAP
PEAR��AND�)�WORRY�THAT�SHE�NO�LONGER�EXISTS��4HEN�)�AM�AT�HOME�AND�THERE�IS�A�CANDLE�
CARVED�INTO�A�"UDDHA��(E�IS�HOLDING�AN�APPLE�AND�SMILING�AS�IF�TO�SAY��)�UNDERSTAND�
NOODLES��)�UNDERSTAND�THE�LUXURY�OF�#HOW�-EIN�
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(ER�(AIR

(ER�SKIN�IS�TRANSLUCENT

3OMETHING�TO�CATCH�LIGHT��(ER�HAIR�IS�THE�DEAD�GROWTH�OF�HER��)F�THE�LIGHT�EVER�lLLS�
HER�SKIN�COMPLETELY��IT�MAY�ELECTRIFY�HER�HAIR��.OW��IT�IS�LIMP��(ER�HAIR�IS�THE�DEAD�
GROWTH�OF�HER��)T�IS�lNE�AND�TRACES�HER�SKULL��!T�THE�ENDS�IT�IS�BROKEN��AS�THOUGH�TRY
ING�TO�COVER�HER�AND�UNABLE��)T�IS�JAGGED��3TRANDS�CLING�TO�THE�BACK�OF�MY�HAND��
x
)�SAID�LUMINOUS�AND�SHE�LOOKED�DOWN�
(ER�HAIR�FELL�FORWARD�
3TRANDS�OF�IT�CAUGHT�IN�HER�EYELASHES�AND�SHE�PULLED�THEM�AWAY�
)�TOOK�SOME�OF�IT�IN�MY�HAND�
)�SAID�LIKE�A�COCOON�
3HE�SAID�STOP�
!�COCOON�IS�WRONG��
)T�HOLDS�THE�CHANGING�
)�SAID�YOU
!RE�SO
x
7HEN�SHE�IS�LEAVING��HER�HAIR�IS�A�CLOUD�

(ER�&ACE�IS�#HANGING

(ER�FACE�IS�CHANGING��&OR�A�MINUTE��)�THINK�IT�IS�GETTING�OLDER�AND�SHARPER��THEN�)�SEE
AN�UNBEARABLE�SMOOTHNESS�SETTLING�OVER�HER��4HE�LIGHT�FADES�AS�THIS�
mESH�BEGINS�TO�EXIST�AGAIN��)�WANT�HER�TO�SAY�SOMETHING��BUT�SHE�DOESN�T�
3HE�LOOKS�FORWARD�SILENTLY��LIKE�SHE�DID�THE�MORNING�SHE�STARTED��
(ER�SKIN�IS�A�LITTLE�TRANSLUCENT��AND�HER�EYES�ARE�CLUSTERS�OF�STARS�
IN�BLANK�SKIN��4HIS�SKIN�IS�TOO�NEW�

3HE�LOOKS�FORWARD�SILENTLY��LIKE�SHE�DID�THE�MORNING�SHE�STARTED��
3HE�HOLDS�UP�HER�ARM�AND�LOOKS�AT�IT��AND�THE�WEB
OF�VEINS�mOATING�BENEATH�IT�
3HE�SAYS�THIS�IS�STRANGE�
)�SAY��WHERE�DO�YOU�GO�NOW��
)S�THIS�ALL�YOU�ARE�
3HE�PUTS�HER�HAND�ON�MY�SHOULDER
AND�SETS�ME�RINGING�
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0RISCILLA�&ERGUSON
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0RISCILLA�&ERGUSON
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0RISCILLA�&ERGUSON
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0RISCILLA�&ERGUSON
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4HE�#OPER

!NGSLUND�IS�STILL�SLEEPING�WHEN�)�COME�BACK�TO�THE�mAT�THIS�MORNING��SO�AS�USUAL��)�
LET�MYSELF�IN�WITH�MY�KEY��(E�HAS�AN�INTERVIEW�AT�TEN��A�NOON�LUNCHEON�WITH�THE�

MAYOR��FOLLOWED�BY�THE�UNVEILING�OF�HIS�LATEST�SCULPTURE�AT�ONE��AND�DINNER�RESERVATIONS�
AT�,UIGI�S�AT�EIGHT��!LL�THIS�INFORMATION�IS�IN�MY�PALM�PILOT�BECAUSE�IT�IS�DElNITELY�NOT�
IN�HIS��/R��REMOTELY�POSSIBLE��IT�WAS�HE�LOST�HIS�LATEST�ONE�A�WEEK�AGO��4HERE�ARE�MANY�
THINGS�THAT�A�MAN�LIKE�!NGSLUND�IS�ENTITLED�TO�OWN��BUT�A�PALM�PILOT�SHOULD�NOT�BE�ONE�
OF�THEM��.OR�SHOULD�HE�HAVE�A�CELL�PHONE��CAR�KEYS��OR��IN�MOST�INSTANCES��A�WALLET��/F�
COURSE��THERE�ARE�TIMES�WHEN�HE�THINKS�THE�POSSESSION�OF�SUCH�ACCOUTREMENTS�NECESSARY��
AND�AT�SUCH�TIMES�)�COME�UP�WITH�WHATEVER�HIS�LATEST�MANIA�REQUIRES��)�TRY�NOT�TO�LET�IT�
BOTHER�ME�TOO�MUCH�WHEN�SAID�ITEM�IS�QUICKLY�LOST��STOLEN��OR�HAS�OTHERWISE�VANISHED�
INTO�THIN�AIR�!NGSLUND�CERTAINLY�DOESN�T�
� h7AKE�UP��!NGSLUND�v�)�CALL� IN�THROUGH�THE�OPEN�BEDROOM�DOOR�AS�)�HEAD�
TOWARD�THE�KITCHEN��PREPARATORY�TO�BREWING�HIS�lRST�CUP�OF�COFFEE��(E�WILL�NOT�WAKE�UP�
AS�SIMPLY�AS�THIS��NOR�DO�)�EXPECT�HIM�TO��4HIS�IS�JUST�WHAT�)�VE�COME�TO�THINK�OF�AS�MY�
PRELIMINARY�SOUNDING�OF�THE�DEPTHS��3ONAR�SIGNAL�FROM�MOTHER�WHALE�TO�BABY�WHALE��
@!NGSLUND��AWAKE��"ESTIR�THYSELF���
� )� ALWAYS� ADDRESS� HIM� AS� !NGSLUND� THESE� DAYS�� NEVER� AS� -R�� !NGSLUND�� OR��
THOUGH�)�BLUSH�TO�THINK�ABOUT�IT�NOW��@-R��!NGSLUND��SIR���AS�)�DID�IN�THE�BEGINNING��
)�WOULD��OF�COURSE��IF�HE�REQUIRED�IT��$OING�WHAT�HE�REQUIRES�IS�WHAT�)�AM�PAID�TO�DO��
AFTER�ALL��)�D�ADDRESS�HIM�AS�%MPEROR�OF�ALL�THE�2USSIAS�IF�THAT�WERE�WHAT�HE�WANTED��)�DO�
TRY�TO�REFER�TO�HIM�AS�-ISTER�!NGSLUND�IF�THERE�S�COMPANY�AROUND��"UT�THE�TRUTH�OF�THE�
MATTER�IS�THAT�!NGSLUND�DOESN�T�CARE�WHAT�)�CALL�HIM��)�COULD�CALL�HIM�&IDO�FOR�ALL�HE�D�
MIND��)T�S�ONLY�OTHER�PEOPLE�S�REVERENCE�FOR�HIM�THAT�MAKES�ME�CONTINUE�TO�OBSERVE�THE�
SOCIAL�NICETIES�
� !NGSLUND�IS�A�GENIUS��4HAT�S�WHAT�THE�CRITICS�SAY��THAT�S�WHAT�HIS�FANS��MIMICKING�
THE�CRITICS��SAY�IT�S�EVEN�WHAT�)�SAY��MOST�OF�THE�TIME��4HE�ONLY�ONE�WHO�DOESN�T�SAY�
IT�IS�!NGSLUND��)T�S�NOT�BECAUSE�HE�S�HUMBLE��)T�S�JUST�THAT�THE�CATEGORY�DOESN�T�INTEREST�
HIM��(E�DOESN�T�GIVE�A�DAMN�WHAT�HAPPENS�TO�HIS�ART�ONCE�HE�S�THROUGH�WITH�IT�NOT�
JUST�WHAT�S�SAID�ABOUT�IT�BUT��QUITE�LITERALLY��WHETHER�SOMETHING�IS�TAKEN�TO�-/-!�
OR�THE�CITY�DUMP�AFTER�IT�LEAVES�HIS�DOOR��5SUALLY��HE�S�NOT�EVEN�INTERESTED�IN�HOW�IT�S�
GOING�TO�BE�PAID�FOR��)T�S�MY�JOB�TO�WORRY�ABOUT�THAT��3OMETIMES��OF�COURSE��THERE�IS�
SOMETHING�THAT�S�RECENTLY�CAUGHT�HIS�EYE�THAT�HE�COVETS��A�NEWLY�QUARRIED�PIECE�OF�MARBLE�
OR�A�BEAUTIFUL�WOMAN�WITH�EXPENSIVE�TASTES��AND�THEY�HAVE�TO�BE�VERY�EXPENSIVE�TASTES�
FOR�!NGSLUND� TO� EVEN�WONDER�WHETHER� THERE�S� ENOUGH� IN� THE�PERSONAL� EXPENDITURES�
ACCOUNT�THE�TRUST�ALLOWS�HIM�TO�HANDLE	�AND�THEN�HE�MAKES�SURE�THOSE�CHECKS�COME�
IN�PRETTY�FAST��!NGSLUND�COULD�BE�A�WONDERFUL�BUSINESSMAN�IF�HE�WOULD�ONLY�BOTHER�
� "UT� HE� DOESN�T�� "OTHER�� )� MEAN�� &OR� !NGSLUND�� THOUGH� A� GENIUS�� IS� ALSO� A�

-��(��!,�"�'
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MESS��)F�HE�SOMEHOW�LOST�HIS�GENIUS��HE�D�STILL�BE�A�MESS�THAT�S�THE�IMPORTANT�THING�TO�
REMEMBER��0EOPLE�GET�THIS�BACKWARD��(IS�DETRACTORS��WHICH�INCLUDE�BUT�ARE�NOT�LIMITED�
TO�SOME�MEMBERS�OF�HIS�OWN�FAMILY��THINK�HE�IS�OVERINDULGED��THAT�IF�HE�COULDN�T�JUST�
GET�AWAY�WITH�THINGS��!NGSLUND�WOULD�BE�FORCED�TO�GROW�UP�AND�TAKE�CARE�OF�HIMSELF��
!LL�)�CAN�SAY�IS�THAT�THEY�ARE�PERFECTLY�ENTITLED�TO�THINK�WHAT�THEY�WILL��4HE�TRUTH�IS�
OTHERWISE��!NGSLUND�� LEFT� TO�HIS�OWN�DEVICES��WOULD�BE� INDISTINGUISHABLE� FROM�ANY�
OTHER�HOMELESS�PERSON�ON�THE�STREET��)�SHOULD�KNOW�BECAUSE�THIS�IS�A�STATE�IN�WHICH�)�
HAVE�FOUND�HIM�
� h#OFFEE�S�READY��!NGSLUND�v�)�SAY��)�HEAR�A�FAINT�GROAN�OF�REPLY��THOUGH�)�AM�
PRETTY� SURE� IT�S� THE� SMELL�OF� THE�COFFEE� RATHER� THAN�ANY� RESPONSE� TO�MY�VOICE� THAT� IS�
STARTING� TO� BRING� HIM� RELUCTANTLY� FROM� THE� DEPTHS� OF� SLEEP�� !NGSLUND� ISN�T� REALLY� A�
HUMAN�BEING�UNTIL�HE�S�HAD�HIS�COFFEE��9OU�NO�DOUBT� THINK�)�EXAGGERATE��AS�PEOPLE�
WILL�ON�THIS�SUBJECT��BUT�!NGSLUND�DOESN�T�TRULY�REMEMBER�WHAT�THE�HUMAN�RACE�IS��LET�
ALONE�THAT�HE�S�A�MEMBER�OF�IT��TILL�ABOUT�HALFWAY�THROUGH�HIS�lRST�CUP��4HEN�THE�SLOW�
GLIMMER�OF�REALIZATION�COMES��AND�BY�THE�TIME�HE�S�lNISHED�IT��HE�HAS�ASCENDED�FROM�
THE�lSHES�ALL�THE�WAY�UP�THE�EVOLUTIONARY�CHAIN�TO�AT�LEAST�SOME�lRST�BIPED�S�GRASP�OF�
THE�HUMAN�CONDITION�
� )�BRING�THE�COFFEE�IN�AND�SET�IT�ON�THE�BEDSIDE�TABLE��)�DON�T�OPEN�THE�BLINDS�
YET�IT�HURTS�HIS�EYES��AND�)�HAVE�REASON�TO�BELIEVE�THAT�THIS�IS�REAL�PAIN�TO�HIM�AND�
NOT�JUST�ANNOYANCE��7ITH�SOME�EFFORT��)�REMOVE�THE�PILLOW�THAT�HE�CLUTCHES�AROUND�HIS�
HEAD��THOUGH�HE�TRIES�TO�PULL�IT�BACK�DOWN�OVER�HIM��!FTER�THIS��)�DO�NOTHING��)�SIMPLY�
STAND�THERE�AND�WATCH�UNTIL�HE�STIRS�INlNITESIMALLY��AND�SAY��NOT�TOO�LOUDLY�BUT�NOT�TOO�
SOFTLY�EITHER��h(AVE�SOME�COFFEE��!NGSLUND�v�)�DON�T�LEAVE�UNTIL�)�SEE�SOME�MOVEMENT��
BECAUSE� AFTER� CERTAIN�KINDS�OF� EVENINGS�� EVEN� THE� AROMA�OF� COFFEE� IS�NOT� ENOUGH� TO�
ROUSE�HIM��AND�ON�THESE�OCCASIONS��)�HAVE�TO�TAKE�MORE�DRASTIC�MEASURES��(OWEVER��
THIS�MORNING�THE�SIGNS�OF�LIFE�ARE�THERE�AND�)�SEE�HIS�HAND�REACHING�BLINDLY�FOR�THE�CUP��
)�PULL�IT�OUT�OF�HARM�S�WAY�AND�WAIT�TILL�HE�HAS�ROLLED�OVER�INTO�SOMETHING�LIKE�A�SITTING�
POSITION��)�AM�NOT�TOO�STRICT�IN�MY�DElNITION�OF�WHAT�@SITTING��CONSISTS�OF�AT�THIS�POINT�
IN�THE�DAY	�AND�THEN�)�HAND�HIM�THE�COFFEE�CUP�AND�LEAVE��)T�IS�FUTILE�BEFORE�HE�lNISHES�
IT� TO� ATTEMPT� EVEN� THE�KIND�OF� CONVERSATION� YOU�MIGHT�HAVE�WITH� YOUR�DOG�� )�WILL�
ASCERTAIN�HIS�PLANS��WISHES��AND�HOPES�FOR�THE�FUTURE�LATER�
� "ACK�IN�THE�KITCHEN��)�TURN�ON�THE�RADIO�AND�BEGIN�BREAKFAST��)�ALWAYS�TURN�IT�UP�
LOUDLY�ENOUGH�SO�THAT�!NGSLUND�CAN�HEAR�IT��IN�CASE�A�MIRACLE�HAS�HAPPENED�OVERNIGHT��
AND�HE�HAS�DEVELOPED�AN�INTEREST�IN�OUR�NATIONAL�lSCAL�WOES��THE�ENVIRONMENTAL�OUTLOOK�
FOR�THE�PLANET��OR�THE�LATEST�3UPREME�#OURT�RULINGS��3O�FAR��THIS�HAS�NOT�BEEN�THE�CASE��
ALTHOUGH�)�BELIEVE�HE�lNDS�THE�SOUND�OF�THE�RADIO�SOOTHING�AS� LONG�AS� IT� IS�NOT�TOO�
LOUD��4HERE�WAS�A�PERIOD�WHEN�)�MISTAKENLY� TRIED� TO� INTEREST�HIM� IN�WORLD�EVENTS��
BUT�THOSE�WERE�EARLY�DAYS��!FTER�AWHILE��)�SAW�THE�ERROR�OF�MY�WAYS�AND�REALIZED�THAT�
KEEPING�ABREAST�OF�WHAT�WAS�GOING�ON�IN�THE�WORLD�WAS�ANOTHER�PART�OF�COPING�)�WAS�
GOING�TO�HAVE�TO�DO�FOR�HIM��)T�WORRIED�ME�AT�lRST��UNTIL�)�REALIZED�THAT�KEEPING�HIM�
UP�TO�SPEED�ON�WHAT�THE�AVERAGE�MAN�ON�THE�STREET�MIGHT�EXPECT�HIM�TO�KNOW�ABOUT�
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WAS�NOT�GOING�TO�BE�THAT�CHALLENGING��!S�FOR�THE�REST�OF�IT�HIS�TOTAL�LACK�OF�INTEREST�IN�
SPORTS��CELEBRITIES��OR�AUTOMOBILES�WELL��)�DRAW�THE�LINE�AT�LEARNING�ABOUT�THINGS�THAT�
BORE�ME�SILLY�TOO��4HAT�MUCH�!NGSLUND�AND�)�HAVE�IN�COMMON��,UCKILY��HE�S�A�GENIUS��
.INE�OUT�OF�TEN�PEOPLE�THINK�THAT�@GENIUS��AND�@ECCENTRIC��ARE�INTERCHANGEABLE�WORDS��
4HEY�INDULGE�HIS�LACK�OF�GENERAL�KNOWLEDGE��4HEY�lND�IT�ENDEARING�
� 0EOPLE�lND�MANY� THINGS�ABOUT�!NGSLUND�ENDEARING��WHICH�� IF� ALL� THE� FACTS�
WERE� KNOWN�� THEY� WOULD� NOT� THINK� SO� CHARMING�� -ANY� PEOPLE�� FOR� INSTANCE�� AND�
WOMEN�IN�PARTICULAR��THINK�!NGSLUND�IS�A�GOOD�LISTENER��)�PITY�THE�LIVES�OF�WOMEN�IF�THIS�
IS�THE�BEST�ON�OFFER��BECAUSE�MOST�OF�THE�TIME��!NGSLUND�ISN�T�LISTENING�TO�THEM�AT�ALL��
(E�LOVES�TO�WATCH�THEM�TALK��WHICH�IS�SOMETHING�DIFFERENT��(E�COULDN�T�CARE�LESS�WHAT�
THEY�ARE�ACTUALLY�SAYING��(E�STUDIES�THE�PLANES�OF�THEIR�FACES�AND�THE�WAY�THEIR�EYES�LIGHT�
UP�WHEN�THEY�SPEAK��/R�)�THINK�THIS�IS�WHAT�HE�DOES�OF�COURSE��)�CAN�T�BE�CERTAIN��)��
AFTER�ALL��AM�NOT�A�GENIUS��)T�S�MY�IMPRESSION��THOUGH��THAT�HE�VIEWS�EVERY�HUMAN�BEING�
AS�A�MODEL�THAT�HE�IS�MAKING�MENTAL�NOTES�ON�SO�THAT�HE�CAN�LATER�INCORPORATE�THEM�
INTO�HIS�WORK��0ERHAPS�THIS�IS�A�FORM�OF�LISTENING�AFTER�ALL��)T�MIGHT�EVEN�BE�THE�DEEPEST�
FORM�THERE�IS��!T�ANY�RATE��PEOPLE�AND�AGAIN��PARTICULARLY�WOMEN�NEVER�SEEM�TO�BE�
ALL�THAT�PUT�OUT�WHEN�IT�TURNS�OUT�THAT�HE�DOESN�T�REMEMBER�A�WORD�THEY�VE�SAID��4HEY�
LIKE�BEING�LOOKED�AT��)�THINK��"UT�THAT�SOUNDS�LIKE�VANITY��7HAT�THEY�REALLY�LIKE�IS�BEING�
SEEN�
� 4HERE�WAS�A�WOMAN�AT�A�PARTY�!NGSLUND�HELD�HERE�ONCE��)T�WAS�VERY�LATE��SHE�
WAS�VERY�DRUNK��AND�AT�ONE�POINT�SHE�SLURRED��h(AVE�YOU�EVEN�BEEN�LISTENING�TO�A�WORD�
)�VE�BEEN�SAYING�v�!NGSLUND�CONTINUED�TO�LOOK�AT�HER�FOR�A�MOMENT�AND�ANSWERED��
h.O�v�4HERE�WAS�JUST�THE�BRIEFEST�PAUSE��THOUGH�FROM�HER�SIDE��IT�WAS�A�PAUSE�MUCH�
LIKE�THE�FABLED� @CALM�BEFORE�THE�STORM���AND�THEN�HE�GAVE�HER�THE�FAMOUS�!NGSLUND�
3MILE��)T�DOESN�T�REALLY�MEAN�ANYTHING��THAT�SMILE��OR�NOTHING�MORE�THAN�@)�M�ENJOYING�
MYSELF���BUT�IT�S�SINCERE�AS�FAR�AS�IT�GOES��4HERE�S�NO�MALICE��NO�INTENTIONAL�CRUELTY�IN�IT��
AND�THAT�IS�WHAT�THE�LADIES�ALWAYS�PICK�UP�ON��4HEY�FORGIVE�HIM��9ES��HIS�INDIFFERENCE�
TO�THEIR�THOUGHTS�IS�INSULTING��BUT�EVEN�THEY�CAN�SEE�THAT�HE�DOESN�T�MEAN�IT�TO�BE��!FTER�
ALL��HE�S�INDIFFERENT�TO�MY�THOUGHTS�TOO��7ELL��THE�END�OF�THAT�STORY�IS�THAT�)�FOUND�THIS�
PARTICULAR�WOMAN�IN�BED�WITH�HIM�WHEN�)�BROUGHT�IN�HIS�COFFEE�IN�THE�MORNING��.OT�
REGRETTING�IT�EITHER��JUDGING�BY�THE�LOOK�ON�HER�FACE�AS�SHE�LEFT�THE�mAT�IN�THE�VERY�EARLY�
AFTERNOON��!H��WELL��4HERE�IS�A�BIG�GAP�BETWEEN�WHAT�PEOPLE�SAY�THEY�WANT�AND�WHAT�
THEY�ACTUALLY�DO�WANT�� AND�!NGSLUND�HAS� SOMEHOW�WORKED�OUT� THE�ANSWER� TO� THAT�
PARTICULAR�RIDDLE��!S�)�VE�SAID��HE�S�A�GENIUS��/R�AN�IDIOT�SAVANT��PERHAPS��AT�LEAST�WHEN�
IT�COMES�TO�WOMEN�
� -EN�TOO�� SOMETIMES��!T� LEAST�� IT�S�NOT� JUST� THE� FAIRER� SEX� THAT� )�VE� FOUND� IN�
HIS�BED�OVER�THE�YEARS��3EXUAL�IDENTITY�ISN�T�SOMETHING�HE�S�EVER�AGONIZED�OVER�UNDULY��
"EAUTY�IS�THE�THING��)�THINK��THOUGH�WHAT�HE�MEANS�BY�BEAUTY�HE�ALONE�KNOWS�IT�S�
NOT�ALWAYS�OF�A�CONVENTIONAL�SORT��THOUGH�THERE�HAVE�BEEN�SOME�LOOKERS�IN�BETWEEN�
THOSE�SHEETS�OVER�THE�YEARS��)�LL�GIVE�HIM�THAT��.O�ONE�IS�EVER�IN�THE�PICTURE�FOR�LONG��
)T�S�NOT�THAT�THEY�DON�T�WANT�TO�BE�IT�S�JUST�THAT�IN�!NGSLUND��THERE�S�NOTHING�SOLID�TO�
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LATCH�ON�TO��4HE�BOYS�ARE�GENERALLY�SMARTER�THAN�THE�GIRLS�IN�THIS�REGARD�THEY�SEE�THE�
LAY�OF�THE�LAND��SO�TO�SPEAK��7ELL��)�VE�DONE�A�BIT�OF�HANDHOLDING��HELPED�DRY�A�FEW�
TEARS�IN�MY�DAY��!NGSLUND�HAS�A�KNACK�FOR�MAKING�HIMSELF�SCARCE�AT�THE�CRISIS�POINT��
AND�)�SUPPOSE�HE�THINKS�THAT�)�CAN�HANDLE�THEIR�DISAPPOINTMENT�A�GOOD�DEAL�BETTER�THAN�
HE�CAN��)N�THIS��HE�IS�PROBABLY�RIGHT��)�AM�NOT�MUCH�OF�A�ONE�FOR�LONGTERM��STEADY�
COMPANIONSHIP�EITHER�UNLESS�YOU�COUNT�!NGSLUND�HIMSELF�BUT�)�VE�HAD�MY�HEART�
BROKEN�ONCE�OR�TWICE�IN�MY�DAY��AND�)�CAN�AT�LEAST�SEE�THEIR�SIDE�OF�IT��!NGSLUND�CAN�T�
� h7HAT�DO�YOU�WANT�FOR�BREAKFAST��!NGSLUND�v�)�CALL�
� h%GGS�v
� h(OW�DO�YOU�WANT�THEM�v
� 4HERE�S�A�LONG�SILENCE��AND�)�M�AFRAID�)�VE�LOST�HIM��&INALLY��THOUGH��HE�MUTTERS��
h3CRAMBLED�v
� 4HE�TRUTH�IS��HE�D�EAT�THEM�WHATEVER�WAY�)�BROUGHT�THEM�HE�DOESN�T�ACTUALLY�
CARE��"UT�SPEECH�IS�GOOD�IT�S�WHAT�SEPARATES�US�FROM�THE�BEASTS��AND�KEEPING�!NGSLUND�
lRMLY�ON�THIS�SIDE�OF�THE�DIVIDE�IS�ONE�OF�MY�TASKS�TOO�
� )�DECIDE�)�LL�WHIP�THEM�UP�WITH�A�BIT�OF�THE�SALMON�FROM�DINNER�THE�NIGHT�
BEFORE��JUST�FOR�A�CHANGE��!NGSLUND�WON�T�CARE��BUT�WE�DO�SOME�THINGS�FOR�OURSELVES��
WE�COOKS��'OT�TO�KEEP�A�HAND�IN��*UST�IN�CASE�THERE�EVER�IS�SOMEONE�WHO�NOTICES�
� )F�WE�HAVE�NO�APPOINTMENTS� IN� THE�MORNING�� )�USUALLY� LET�HIM�EAT� IN�BED��
THE�LAZY�SOD��BUT�IT�S�A�BUSY�DAY�AHEAD��AND�HE�MAY�AS�WELL�START�FACING�THE�FACT��)�PUT�
HIS�BREAKFAST�ON�THE�KITCHEN�TABLE��)�BELIEVE�IT�ACTUALLY�ADDS�SOMETHING�TO�!NGSLUND�S�
ENJOYMENT�TO�WATCH�ME�SCURRYING�ANXIOUSLY�AROUND�IT�REMINDS�HIM�THAT�HE�DOESN�T�
HAVE�TO�THOUGH�AT�OTHER�TIMES��)�COULD�SWEAR�HE�HAS�LOST�ALL�SIGHT�OF�THE�FACT�THAT�THE�
WORLD�DOESN�T�OPERATE�ON�MAGICAL�PRINCIPLES� THAT� COMPEL� FOOD�AND�DRINK� TO�APPEAR�
SIMPLY�FOR�HIS�WISHING�THEM�TO��(E�HAS�NEVER�REALLY�GRASPED�THE�FACT�THAT�SOMETHING�
CAN�T�BE�PROCURED�BECAUSE�THE�SHOPS�ARE�CLOSED��AND�HAS�BEEN�KNOWN�TO�GO�INTO�A�SULK�
FOR�DAYS�AT�WHAT�HE�PERCEIVES�AS�EITHER�MY�LAZINESS�OR�MY�LACK�OF�GUMPTION��)T�IS�WELL�AT�
THOSE�TIMES�THAT�IT�DOES�NOT�LIE�IN�!NGSLUND�S�PURVIEW�TO�HIRE�AND�lRE��)�WAS�APPOINTED�
HIS�CARETAKER�BY�THE�EXECUTORS�OF�HIS�TRUST��AND�NOTHING�SHORT�OF�A�COURT�ORDER�TO�THE�
CONTRARY�HAS�THE�POWER�TO�ROUST�ME�OUT�OF�HERE��UNLESS�)�LEAVE�OF�MY�OWN�VOLITION�
� .OT�THAT�)�HAVEN�T�LEFT�OF�MY�OWN�VOLITION��!T�LEAST��WHAT�SEEMED�TO�BE�MY�
OWN�VOLITION��!NGSLUND�HAS�WAYS�OF�MANIPULATING�ONE�S�VOLITION�TO�HIS�ADVANTAGE��OR�
WHAT�HE�PERCEIVES�AS�HIS�ADVANTAGE�AT�THE�TIME��)�DON�T�THINK�)�EVER� TRULY�WANTED�TO�
LEAVE�!NGSLUND�TO�HIS�OWN�DEVICES��BUT�THERE�ARE�TIMES�WHEN�HE�S�MADE�ME�THINK�)�DO��
0ACKED�UP�MY�BAGS�IN�A�HUFF�AND�HEADED�HOME�TO�THE�AGED�PARENTS�MORE�THAN�ONCE��
)T�USUALLY�TAKES�A�COUPLE�OF�DAYS�TO�SORT�THE�WHOLE�THING�OUT��!NGSLUND�CAN�GET�BY�ON�
DINING�OUT�AT�NIGHT�INDElNITELY�HE�MUCH�PREFERS�SOCIETY�AT�THAT�TIME�OF�EVENING��"UT�
LEAVE�HIM�A�FEW�MORNINGS�HAVING�TO�lGURE�OUT�HOW�TO�MAKE�HIS�OWN�TOAST�)�KID�YOU�
NOT�AND�HE�MAKES�UP�PRETTY�FAST�
� 3PEAKING�OF�WHICH��)�ALMOST�FORGOT�TO�MAKE�IT�MYSELF�THIS�MORNING��.O�WONDER�
HE�SHOWS�NO�SIGNS�OF�STIRRING�FROM�HIS�BOUDOIR��%VERY�MAN�MUST�HAVE�SOMETHING�TO�GET�
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OUT�OF�BED�FOR�IN�THE�MORNING��3INCE�SURVIVAL�IS�NO�LONGER�ONE�OF�!NGSLUND�S�REASONS��
IN� THE�SENSE�OF�HAVING�TO�MAKE�A� LIVING��ANYWAY�� THINGS� LIKE� TOAST�END�UP�COUNTING�
DISPROPORTIONATELY��/H��DEAR��)�ONLY�HAVE�THE�REQUISITE�FOUR�SLICES�IF�)�USE�A�HEEL��7ELL��
)�LL�PUT�THAT�ONE�UNDER�THE�SCRAMBLE�AND�HOPE�HE�DOESN�T�NOTICE�
� )�VE� JUST� MANAGED� TO� LEVERAGE� IT� IN� UNDER� THE� EGGS� WHEN� )� HEAR� !NGSLUND�
LUMBERING� IN��4HE�AROMA�OF� TOAST�HAS� INDEED�DONE�THE� TRICK�� )�AM�REASSURED�TO� SEE�
THAT�!NGSLUND�IS�WEARING�A�ROBE��7HATEVER�HIS�ATTRACTIONS�FOR�HIS�VARIOUS�PARAMOURS��
!NGSLUND�NUDE��ESPECIALLY�NUDE�IN�MISMATCHED�SOCKS��IS�NOT�MY�IDEAL�MORNING�SIGHT��
(E�S�NOT�FAT�BUT�BIG�BONED�AND�KNOBBYKNEED��AND�LET�S�JUST�SAY�HE�LACKS�THE�MUSCLE�TONE�
THAT�MAKES�THE�CLASSICAL�'REEK�SCULPTURES�SO�APPEALING�IN�ANY�LIGHT��/R�EVEN�!NGSLUND�S�
OWN�EARLY�NUDES��COME�TO�THAT��WHEN�HE�STILL�BELIEVED�THAT�A�CERTAIN�PLEASING�PRETTINESS�
WAS�REASON�ENOUGH�TO�RENDER�A�LIKENESS�OF�IT�FOR�THE�WORLD�TO�VIEW��7ELL��EVEN�NOW��A�
NUDE�SELFPORTRAIT�BY�!NGSLUND�WOULD�UNDOUBTEDLY�FETCH�A�TIDY�PRICE��BUT�)�AM�STILL�
NOT�CONVINCED�IT�WOULD�BE�SOMETHING�YOU�WOULD�WANT�AS�THE�FOCAL�POINT�OF�YOUR�LIVING�
ROOM�LET�ALONE�SEATED�ACROSS�FROM�YOU�AT�THE�KITCHEN�TABLE�
� )�VE� JUST� ABOUT� TRAINED�HIM� TO�DRESS� FOR�BREAKFAST� AT� THIS�POINT��BUT�HE�HAS�
SUDDEN�REVERSIONS�TO�MORE�PRIMITIVE�STATES��SO�)�M�ALWAYS�HALFBRACED�FOR�A�SHOCK�
� h7HAT�S�WITH�THE�HEEL�v�!NGSLUND�ASKS��BEFORE�HE�S�EVEN�SAT�DOWN��%VEN�AFTER�
ALL�THIS�TIME��)�CAN�STILL�FORGET�WHAT�AN�INTENSELY�VISUAL�PERSON�HE�IS�
� h4HERE�ARE�THREE�PERFECTLY�GOOD�SLICES�OF�TOAST�THERE��!NGSLUND��)F�YOU�DON�T�
WANT�THE�HEEL��LET�ME�HAVE�IT��)�M�DOING�WITHOUT�THIS�MORNING�v
� (E�DOES�LET�ME�HAVE�IT��JUST�AS�SOON�AS�MY�BACK�IS�TURNED��(URLS�IT�SO�THAT�IT�
CATCHES�ME�RIGHT�ON�THE�NAPE�OF�THE�NECK��)T�DOESN�T�DO�MUCH�MORE�THAN�SMART��THOUGH�
THE�BIT�OF�EGG�THAT�COMES�WITH�IT�SLIDES�RIGHT�DOWN�MY�SHIRT�AND�WILL�LEAVE�ME�WITH�A�
GRUBBY�FEELING�FOR�THE�REST�OF�THE�DAY��)N�THE�BROAD�INVENTORY�OF�ALL�THE�THINGS�!NGSLUND�
HAS�THROWN�AT�ME�OVER�TIME��THIS�IS�A�FAIRLY�MILD�MISSILE��0RODUCE�IS�THE�MOST�COMMON�
FORM�OF�AMMUNITION��BUT�BOOKS�AND�THE�OCCASIONAL�PIECE�OF�CUTLERY�ARE�NOT�OUT�OF�THE�
QUESTION��4HE�lRST�TIME�)�WALKED�OUT�ON�HIM�WAS�AFTER�A�KNIFE�CAME�WHISTLING�MY�WAY��
4RUE��IT�WAS�A�BUTTER�KNIFE��BUT�IT�STILL�LEFT�A�STUNNER�OF�A�BRUISE�ON�MY�COLLARBONE��)�
ASSURE�YOU�
� )�KNOW��)�KNOW�AT�THIS�POINT�PEOPLE�ALWAYS�WONDER��SO�WHY�DID�YOU�GO�BACK��
"ECAUSE�!NGSLUND�IS�A�GENIUS��THAT�S�WHY��"UT�)�VE�ALREADY�MENTIONED�THAT�
� 4HE�CLASSIC�LINE�OF�THE�ABUSED�IS��@/H��HE�D�NEVER�REALLY�HURT�ME���"UT�)�KNOW�THAT�
!NGSLUND�WOULD�HURT�ME��GIVEN�HALF�THE�CHANCE��AT�LEAST�ON�HIS�FOUL�DAYS��7HAT�)�DO�SAY�
IS�THAT�!NGSLUND�WOULD�NEVER�MAIM�ME��OR��ALTERNATIVELY��KILL�ME��)�TOLD�YOU�HE�HAS�AN�
EYE��AND�WHEN�HE�THROWS�SOMETHING��HE�KNOWS�WHERE�IT�IS�GOING��)�VE�BEEN�ADVISED�BY�THE�
OCCASIONAL�WITNESS�TO�GIVE�AS�GOOD�AS�)�GET��4HE�ONLY�TROUBLE�IS��)�CAN�T�GUARANTEE�GIVING�
@AS�GOOD��THE�RISK�IS�THAT�)�WILL�ACCIDENTALLY�GIVE�SOMETHING�MUCH�WORSE��!ND�PUTTING�
!NGSLUND�S�EYE�OUT�OR�CRIPPLING�ONE�OF�THOSE�HANDS�IS�NOT�SOMETHING�)�WANT�RECORDED�IN�THE�
OFlCIAL�BIOGRAPHY�WHEN�IT�COMES�TO�THE�TIME��LET�ME�TELL�YOU�
� 3O��THIS�MORNING��)�ONLY�PICK�UP�THE�HEEL��SCRAPE�THE�SIDE�OF�IT�THAT�HIT�THE�
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mOOR��AND�PUT�IT�ON�MY�PLATE��h4HANKS�v�)�SAY�
� h9OU�RE�WELCOME�v�!NGSLUND�SAYS��ALREADY�WOLlNG�DOWN�HIS�EGGS��)�SIT�DOWN�
ACROSS�FROM�HIM�AND�START�IN�ON�MY�OWN�IN�A�SLIGHTLY�LESS�AVID�WAY��THOUGH�)�SUPPOSE�
)�M�THE�ONLY�ONE�OF�US�WHO�NOTICES�HOW�MUCH�THE�SALMON�ADDS��h)�LL�BUY�ANOTHER�LOAF�
THIS�AFTERNOON�v�)�SAY�IMPASSIVELY�
� h'OOD�v�HE�SAYS�
� h4HAT�WRITER� FROM�!RT�3PEAKS� IS� COMING�AT� TEN�� SO�YOU�D�BEST�GET� SHOWERED�
DIRECTLY�AFTER�BREAKFAST�v
� !NGSLUND�GROANS��THOUGH�WHETHER�AT�THE�SHOWER�OR�THE�INTERVIEW�IS�ANYBODY�S�
GUESS��(E�DISLIKES�BOTH��h'OODLOOKING�v
� h7HAT�v
� h4HE�REPORTER�v
� h)�HAVE�NO�IDEA�v
� h-AN�OR�WOMAN�v
� )�LOOK�AT�MY�PALM�PILOT��h#HRIS�0FEIFFER��IT�SAYS�HERE��#OULD�BE�EITHER�v
� (E�GRINS�AT�ME��h4HEN�)�GUESS�)�LL�HAVE�TO�WEAR�SOMETHING�CASUALLY�ANDROGYNOUS�v
� h$ON�T�GET�YOUR�HOPES�UP��!NGSLUND�v
� h)T�S�NOT�MY�HOPES�)�M�LOOKING�TO�GET�UP�v
� h)�UNDERSTAND��"UT�THE�MAYOR�IS�PRESENTING�YOU�WITH�A�PLAQUE�v
� h!NOTHER�ONE��4HE�GUY�MUST�BE�UP�FOR�REELECTION�v
� h"E�THAT�AS�IT�MAY��YOU�KNOW�IT�S�JUST�THE�KIND�OF�THING�YOUR�FAMILY�LIKES�TO�
SEE�ON�THE�EVENING�NEWS��4HE�POINT�IS��YOU�RE�MEETING�HIM�FOR�LUNCH�AT�NOON��WHICH�
MEANS�GETTING�YOU�DOWN�TO�#ITY�(ALL�BY�QUARTER�OF��9OU�AREN�T�GOING�TO�HAVE�ANY�TIME�
FOR�TRYSTING�v
� h9OU�MIGHT�BE�SURPRISED�WHAT�)�CAN�MANAGE�ON�A�TIGHT�SCHEDULE�v
� -Y�SURPRISE�AT�ANYTHING�!NGSLUND�CAN�PULL�OFF�IN�THIS�REGARD�IS�UNLIKELY��)F�HE�
TAKES�A�SHINE�TO�THIS�#HRIS�0FEIFFER��)�VE�NO�DOUBT�THAT�HE�OR�SHE�WILL�TRAVEL�SNUGGLED�UP�
COZILY�WITH�!NGSLUND�IN�THE�BACK�OF�THE�LIMO��WITH�ME�DEMOTED�TO�SITTING�UP�FRONT�WITH�
THE�DRIVER��THE�TINTED�GLASS�RAISED�BETWEEN�THE�TWO�COMPARTMENTS��.OT�THAT�)�D�MIND�
THAT��.O��IT�S�THE�LEVEL�OF�DISHEVELMENT�THAT�OUR�HERO�AND�HIS�CHRONICLER�lND�THEMSELVES�
IN�AS�THEY�STEP�OUT�IN�FRONT�OF�#ITY�(ALL�THAT�)�DO�HAVE�TO�MIND��/CCASIONALLY��)�VE�BEEN�
ASKED�WHY�)�LEAP�TO�OPEN�!NGSLUND�S�DOOR�WITH�SUCH�ALACRITY��,ET�S�JUST�SAY�THAT��AFTER�
ARRIVING�AT�AN�ART�OPENING�OR�TWO�WITH�MY�LIEGE�EN�DISHABILLE��)�VE�LEARNED�TO�BE�*OHNNY
ONTHESPOT�BEFORE�ANYONE�FROM�OUR�ILLUSTRIOUS�PRESS�IS�
� !NGSLUND�AMBLES�OFF�TO�SHOWER��AND�)�PUT�THE�DISHES�IN�THE�SINK�TO�SOAK�AND�
THEN�GO�INTO�HIS�BEDROOM�TO�LAY�OUT�A�COUPLE�OF�POSSIBILITIES�FOR�WHAT�HE�MIGHT�WEAR�
TODAY��!�NICE�SHIRT�AND�SLACKS�FOR�THE�REPORTER��A�SPORTS�JACKET�FOR�THE�UNVEILING��)T�S�NOT�
THAT�!NGSLUND�CAN�T�DRESS�HIMSELF��)T�S�JUST�THAT�WHAT�HE�COMES�UP�WITH�ON�HIS�OWN�WON�T�
LIKELY�BE�SUITABLE�FOR�A�HIGHCOLOR�GLOSSY��WHICH�!RT�3PEAKS�CERTAINLY�IS��7E�HAVE�DRAWN�
OUR�LINES�ABOUT�HIS�WARDROBE��AFTER�INNUMERABLE�SCUFmES��)F�HE�S�BEING�INTERVIEWED�IN�
THE�STUDIO��THANKFULLY�RARE��THOUGH�THERE�IS�ALWAYS�SOME�DOCUMENTARYMAKER�WANTING�
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TO�WORM�HIS�WAY�INTO�THAT�HOLY�OF�HOLIES��!NGSLUND�CAN�DO�WHATEVER�THE�HELL�HE�WANTS��
,ET�THE�lLMMAKER�WORRY�ABOUT�CROPPING�OUT�ANY�FULLFRONTAL�NUDITY�OF�ARTIST��NOT�
SCULPTURE�LATER��"UT�!NGSLUND�AS�HE�APPEARS�IN�PUBLIC�THAT�S�MY�DOMAIN��!ND�THAT�
MEANS�!NGSLUND�FULLY�DRESSED�IN�CLOTHES�WITHOUT�HOLES��STAINS��OR�QUESTIONABLE�SLOGANS��
!LSO�SOCKS��SHOES��AND��OUR�MOST�BITTER�BATTLE��ANTIPERSPIRANT��!ND�YES��)�VE�BEEN�KNOWN�
TO�SNIFF�HIS�ARMPITS�BEFORE�WE�LEAVE�HOME��IF�WE�MUST�GET�DOWN�TO�THIS�MOST�INTIMATE�
LEVEL�OF�REVELATION��!H��TOO�MUCH�INFORMATION��IS�IT��4HEN�THAT�S�ENOUGH�FOR�NOW�

sss

� 7ELL��THE�DAY�HAS�GONE�OFF�SUCCESSFULLY�FOR�!NGSLUND�THE�PUBLIC�lGURE��IF�NOT�
PARTICULARLY�SO�FOR�!NGSLUND�THE�MAN��#HRIS�0FEIFFER�TURNED�OUT�TO�BE�A�CUTE�IF�SLIGHTLY�
COMBATIVE�LESBIAN��NOT�MUCH�IN�THE�MOOD�FOR�ANY�OF�!NGSLUND�S�GAMES��AND�THUS�SHE�
GOT�WHAT�)�THINK�WILL�BE�A�MODERATELY�INTERESTING�INTERVIEW�OUT�OF�HIM��.OT�THAT�HIS�
INTERVIEWS�ARE�EVER�ALL�THAT�INTERESTING��(E�S�NOT�MUCH�GOOD�AT�TALKING�ABOUT�WHAT�HE�
DOES��AND�PRESSED�TOO�FAR��IT�ACTUALLY�IRRITATES�HIM�TO�HAVE�TO�TRY�TO�DESCRIBE�HIS�PROCESS��
4HWARTED�IN�HIS�LUSTINESS��ALREADY�SHORT�A�PIECE�OF�TOAST��)�WAS�SURPRISED��IF�RELIEVED��
THAT�THE�LOVELY�#HRIS�WASN�T�TREATED�TO�A�BIT�OF�HIS�CUTLERY�THROWING��2ELIEVED�BECAUSE�
SHE�CERTAINLY�SEEMED�LIKE�THE�TYPE�WHO�WOULD�KNOW�EXACTLY�WHOM�TO�SUE��4HE�TRUST�
HAS�BOUGHT�HIS�WAY�OUT�OF�A�COUPLE�OF�CIVIL�SUITS��BUT�THE�EXECUTORS�WEREN�T�TOO�HAPPY�
ABOUT�IT��!ND�IN�THE�END��IT�S�ALWAYS�ME��NOT�!NGSLUND��AT�WHOM�THEY�LOOK�SLIGHTLY�
ASKANCE�
� 3TILL�� IT�S�UNLIKELY�THEY�LL�GET�RID�OF�ME��NOT�NOW��)N�THE�EARLY�DAYS�� IT�WAS�A�
DIFFERENT�STORY��OF�COURSE��)�WAS�AS�MUCH�PART�OF�THE�3TURM�UND�$RANG�OF�!NGSLUND�S�LIFE�
AS�ANYONE�WAS��)�WENT�HOME�TO�MY�FOLKS�AS�REGULARLY�AS�A�NEW�BRIDE�WHO�S�DISCOVERED�
THAT�THE�HONEYMOON�ISN�T�QUITE�THE�WHOLE�PICTURE�NOT�THAT�THAT�WAS�EASY�EITHER��)T�S�
HARD�ON�A�GROWN�MAN�TO�MOVE�HOME��PARTICULARLY�WHEN�HE�S�BEEN�ENGAGED�IN�WHAT�HIS�
PARENTS�CONSIDER�A�DUBIOUS�VOCATION�
� 7E�D�BEEN�ROWING�FOR�WEEKS�OVER�EVERY�LITTLE�THING��!NGSLUND�AND�)��AND�THEN�
CAME�THE�INCIDENT�OF�THE�THROWN�BUTTER�KNIFE��AND�)�DECIDED�TO�PACK�IT�IN��)�WAS�SERIOUS�
ABOUT�IT�TOO��)�HADN�T�JUST�GONE�HOME��)�WAS�ACTIVELY�SOLICITING�OTHER�POSITIONS�WHEN�)�
GOT�A�CALL�FROM�SOMEONE�IN�THE�FAMILY��)�DON�T�REMEMBER�WHO�IT�WAS�A�SISTER��MAYBE��
BECAUSE� IT�WAS� SOMEONE�WHO�ACTUALLY� CARED� ABOUT�HIM�AS�OPPOSED� TO�HIS� CELEBRITY��
WHICH�NARROWS�THE�lELD�CONSIDERABLY�
� )�D�BEEN�GONE�ABOUT�THREE�WEEKS�AT�THAT�POINT��LONG�ENOUGH�THAT�THE�TRUSTEES�
HAD� STARTED� CONDUCTING� INTERVIEWS� TO� lLL� MY� POSITION�� )� KNOW�� BECAUSE� )� SAW� THE�
LISTING��!NYWAY��THIS� SISTER�HAD�TRACKED�ME�DOWN�SOMEHOW�AND�SAID�THAT�!NGSLUND�
HAD�DISAPPEARED��.O�ONE�HAD�SEEN�OR�HEARD�FROM�HIM�IN�SEVERAL�DAYS��AND�HER�BROTHER�
OR�SOMEONE�HAD�lNALLY�GONE�TO�REPORT�HIM�AS�A�MISSING�PERSON��3HE�WASN�T�ASKING�ME�
TO�COME�BACK��WHICH�RELIEVED�ME�CONSIDERABLY��3HE�WAS�ONLY�WONDERING�IF�)�WOULD�GO�
DOWN�TO�THE�POLICE�STATION�AND�SEE�IF�)�COULD�TELL�THEM�ANYTHING�USEFUL�
� 3O� )� DID�� )� WASN�T� ALL� THAT� HELPFUL�� THOUGH�� BECAUSE� ALL� )� COULD� DO� WAS� TELL�
THEM�THE�MINUTIAE�OF�WHAT�AMOUNTED�TO�A�RATHER�SQUALID�DOMESTIC�LIFE�TOGETHER��4HE�
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POLICEMAN�DOING�THE�INTERVIEW�ASKED�ME�IF�WE�HAD�QUARRELED�OVER�ANYTHING�RECENTLY��
AND�)�REALIZED�THAT�HE�THOUGHT�WE�WERE�A�COUPLE��)�WAS�ABOUT�TO�CONTEST�THAT��WHEN��FOR�
THE�lRST�TIME��IT�HIT�ME�THAT��IN�A�WAY��WE�WERE�
� .O�ONE�SAID�IT�IN�SO�MANY�WORDS��BUT�THE�UNSPOKEN�FEAR�WAS�THAT�HE�HAD�DONE�
HIMSELF�IN��!PPARENTLY��HE�HAD�ATTEMPTED�IT�BEFORE��)�D�LEARNED�A�LITTLE�ABOUT�HIS�MENTAL�
INSTABILITY�WHEN�)�WAS�lRST�HIRED�FOR�THE�JOB��BUT�THIS�CAME�AS�SOMETHING�OF�A�SHOCK�
ALL�THE�SAME��)�WAS�NAIVE�ENOUGH�TO�BELIEVE�THAT�HAVING�REACHED�THE�DEGREE�OF�ACCLAIM�
HE�HAD�SO�EARLY�WOULD�PERFORCE�HAVE�MADE�HIM�HAPPY��)�STILL�THOUGHT�THAT�)�MIGHT�YET�
DO�GREAT�THINGS�MYSELF��THOUGH�MY�IMAGINING�OF�WHAT�THESE�WERE�TO�BE�COMPRISED�OF�
REMAINED�HAZY��"UT�AS�THE�POLICE�QUESTIONED�ME�THAT�DAY��IT�BEGAN�TO�DAWN�ON�ME�THAT�
THE�PRIMARY�REASON�)�D�WANTED�GREATNESS�WAS�FOR�THE�HAPPINESS�)�D�PRESUMED�UNTIL�THEN�
IT�GUARANTEED�
� )N�THE�END�IT�WASN�T�THE�POLICE�BUT�)�WHO�FOUND�HIM��THOUGH�WHETHER�THIS�WAS�
SHEER�LUCK�OR�A�KIND�OF�INTUITION��)�COULDN�T�SAY��)�WAS�WALKING�BY�THE�RIVER�BECAUSE�)�
KNEW�HE�LIKED�THE�RIVER��BUT�)�WASN�T�EXACTLY�LOOKING�FOR�HIM��IT�WAS�MORE�THAT�)�WAS�
STILL�PONDERING�THE�MYSTERY�OF�HIM��WHEN�SUDDENLY�)�SAW�HIM��(E�WAS�SITTING�ON�A�
LOW�CONCRETE�WALL��LOOKING�OUT��(E�DIDN�T�SEE�ME��)�MOVED�TOWARD�HIM�SOMEWHAT�
RELUCTANTLY��)�REMEMBER��)T�WAS�AS�THOUGH�FOR�A�FEW�WEEKS��)�D�HAD�THE�ILLUSION�THAT�)�D�
ESCAPED�A�FATE��ONLY�TO�HAVE�IT�HANDED�BACK�TO�ME�AGAIN��)�SUPPOSE�)�COULD�HAVE�WALKED�
AWAY�WITHOUT�ACKNOWLEDGING�HIM�
� .O��)�COULDN�T�HAVE��4HAT�S�THE�POINT�
� )�WALKED�OVER�AND�SAT�DOWN�NEXT�TO�HIM�ON�THE�WALL��(E�DIDN�T�SEEM�SURPRISED�
TO�SEE�ME��!T�lRST�)�WASN�T�SURE�HE�EVEN�KNEW�ME��(E�WAS�VERY�THIN�AND�ALTERED��(E�
HADN�T�BEEN�EATING�)�SAW� THAT� RIGHT�AWAY��9ET�HE�WASN�T�UNHAPPY�� )�NEVER�WANT� TO�
KID�MYSELF�THAT�)�REALLY�SAVED�HIM�FROM�ANYTHING��(E�MIGHT�HAVE�BEEN�QUITE�CONTENT�
SCROUNGING� AROUND� THERE�BY� THE� RIVER��MAKING�HIS� ART�OUT�OF�WHATEVER�HE� FOUND� TO�
HAND�AT�LEAST�UNTIL�SOME�DARK�END�OVERTOOK�HIM��!S��)�SUPPOSE��INEVITABLY�IT�WOULD�
HAVE�� "UT� STILL�� IT�S� A� LIFE� HE� MIGHT� HAVE� PREFERRED� TO� LIFE� IN� THE� SPOTLIGHT�� HOWEVER�
BRIEF�
� h(ELLO��!NGSLUND�v�)�SAID��)T�WAS�THE�lRST�TIME�)�D�EVER�REFERRED�TO�HIM�THAT�WAY��
BUT�REMEMBER��)�NO�LONGER�CONSIDERED�MYSELF�IN�HIS�EMPLOY��AND�)�WANTED�TO�HAVE�IT�OUT�
EQUALLY�WITH�HIM��-AN�TO�MAN��PEER�TO�PEER��)T�S�LAUGHABLE�TO�ME�NOW��)NEQUALITY�IS�THE�
SOLE�REASON�FOR�OUR�RELATIONSHIP�WE�ARE�PRECISELY�COMPLEMENTARY� IN�OUR�STRENGTHS�AND�
WEAKNESSES��"UT�)�WAS�STILL�TOO�YOUNG�TO�UNDERSTAND�THIS�AT�THE�TIME�
� h(ELLO��&RED�v�HE�SAID�
� -Y�NAME�ISN�T�&RED��OR�WASN�T�THEN��THOUGH�IT�S�A�LONG�TIME�SINCE�ANYONE�BUT�
MY�PARENTS�HAVE�CALLED�ME�ANYTHING�ELSE��5P�TILL�THAT�POINT��)�D�KEPT�INSISTING�THAT�HE�
CALL�ME�BY�MY�REAL�NAME��GIVEN�NAME�OR�SURNAME��)�DIDN�T�CARE��BUT�HE�HAD�PERSISTED�
IN�CALLING�ME�WHATEVER�THE�HELL�HE�PLEASED��@&RED��WAS�THE�ONE�THAT�HAD�STUCK��THOUGH��
AND�IN�THAT�MOMENT��WITH�ALL�ITS�PERILOUS�UNCERTAINTY��AN�APPELLATION�SEEMED�A�PRETTY�
TRIVIAL�THING�TO�BE�GETTING�ON�MY�HIGH�HORSE�ABOUT�
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� h4IME�TO�GO�HOME��ISN�T�IT�v�)�ASKED��STILL�NOT�SURE�WHETHER�)�MEANT�MYSELF�TO�
BE�INCLUDED�IN�THE�PICTURE�
� h)S�IT�v�HE�ASKED��UNINTERESTED�IN�THE�QUESTION��)�DIDN�T�KNOW�WHAT�TO�DO�WITH�
HIM�AND�WAS�WONDERING�IF�HE�D�VANISH�AGAIN�IF�)�WENT�TO�GET�SOME�HELP��WHEN�)�NOTICED�
THE�PIECE�OF�PAPER�AND�STUB�OF�PENCIL�IN�HIS�HAND��!T�lRST��PERHAPS�CONDITIONED�BY�HIS�
FAMILY�S�FEARS��)�THOUGHT�THE�SCRAWL�MIGHT�BE�SOME�KIND�OF�CRAZY�SUICIDE�NOTE�
� h$O�YOU� SEE� THAT��&RED�v�(E�WAS� LOOKING�ACROSS� THE� RIVER� AT� THE� SITE�OF� AN�
ABANDONED�FACTORY��5NINSPIRING�TO�SAY�THE�LEAST��)�D�HAVE�SAID�
� h.O�� !NGSLUND�� )� DON�T�v� )� SAID� DISPIRITEDLY�� FOR� )� WAS� SUDDENLY� TIRED� AND�
FORESAW�A�LONG�NIGHT�OF�COAXING�HIM�TOWARD�HIS�OWN�SAFETY�
� &OR�THE�lRST�TIME�SINCE�MY�ARRIVAL��HE�LOOKED�AT�ME�FULL�ON��h9OU�REALLY�DON�T�v�
HE� ASKED�� h9OU� REALLY� DON�T�v� HE� REPEATED�� IN� SOME� ANGUISH�� (E� HELD� UP� THE� DIRTY��
CRUMPLED�PIECE�OF�PAPER��AND�IT�WAS�SUDDENLY�CLEAR�THAT�HE�D�BEEN�TRYING�TO�DRAW�WHAT�
HE�D�BEEN�SEEING��)�STRAINED�TO�SEE�WHERE�HIS�INTEREST�IN�THIS�LAY��3OME�DERELICT�RELICS�OF�
INDUSTRY�AGAINST�A�BACKDROP�OF�DRAB�HILLS�A�LANDSCAPE�YOU�AND�)�AND�EVERYONE�HAVE�
ALL�PASSED�BY�UNNOTICED�A�HUNDRED�THOUSAND�TIMES��)�LOOKED�FROM�SKETCH�TO�VIEW�TO�
SKETCH�AGAIN��AND�THEN��FOR�JUST�A�MOMENT��)�SAW�IT��4HE�SHAPE�OF�BEAUTY��mOATING�THERE��
PLUCKED�FROM�THE�RUSTED�STEEL�AND�DUSTY��BURNTOUT�HILLS��)�SAW�IT��)�TOLD�HIM�SO�
� (E�BREATHED�OUT�THEN��AND�IT�WAS�AS�IF�HE�HADN�T�BEEN�ABLE�TO�TRULY�RELEASE�HIS�
BREATH�FOR�DAYS��h)T�S�IMPORTANT��THIS�THING�)�M�SEEING�v�!NGSLUND�SAID��THEN�TURNED�TO�
ME�AND�ASKED��QUITE�UNCHARACTERISTICALLY�HUMBLE��h)S�IT�v
� h9ES�v�)�SAID��h"UT�IT�S�TIME�TO�GO�HOME��!NGSLUND�v
� h"UT�)�CAN�T�JUST�LEAVE�IT��&RED��"ECAUSE�IF�)�LOSE�IT�������IF�)�LOSE�IT�v
� h)�LL�BRING�YOU�BACK�HERE�TOMORROW�v
� h4HIS�VERY�SPOT��THOUGH��"ECAUSE�IT�HAS�TO�BE�HERE��&RED��)T�CAN�T�JUST�BE�SOME�
PLACE�SIMILAR�v
� h4HIS�VERY�SPOT��!NGSLUND��)�PROMISE�v
� (E�WAS�STILL�RELUCTANT��THOUGH��(E�WAS�TRUSTING�THE�HIRED�HELP��OR��WORSE��THE�
FORMER�HIRED�HELP��WITH�HIS�GRAND�VISION��)�APPRECIATED�HIS�ANXIETY��BUT�)�HAD�A�DIFFERENT�
FUNCTION�HERE�
� h!NGSLUND�v�)�SAID�QUIETLY��h)�DON�T�MEAN�TO�BE�HARSH�WITH�YOU��BUT�THE�TIME�
FOR�DECISION�HAS�ARRIVED��9OU�CAN�COME�WITH�ME�OR�YOU�CAN�STAY�HERE��"UT�IF�CERTAIN�
OTHER�PEOPLE�lND�YOU�INSTEAD�AND�YOU�LL�KNOW�WHO�)�MEAN�IF�YOU�THINK�ABOUT�IT�
YOUR�LIFE�IS�LIKELY�TO�TAKE�A�VERY�DIFFERENT�COURSE��AND�NOT�ONE�YOU�RE�GOING�TO�LIKE�VERY�
MUCH�v
� (E�DID�THINK�ABOUT�IT��STILL�STARING�OUT�ACROSS�THE�RIVER��h7ELL��)�SUPPOSE�)�D�
BETTER�GO�WITH�YOU�THEN��&RED��)F�YOU�LL�REALLY�BRING�ME�BACK�v
� h)�LL�BRING�YOU�BACK�v
� 3O�WE�WENT�HOME�THEN��!ND�)�DID�BRING�HIM�BACK��AGAIN�AND�AGAIN��UNTIL�HE�D�
GOTTEN�WHAT�HE�NEEDED�THERE��7HAT��AS�)�VE�COME�TO�REALIZE��)�NEEDED�THERE�TOO�

sss
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� )�VE�CLEANED�UP�NOW��AND�HAVE�HIS�TOAST�AND�TEA�READY�FOR�HIM��)T�S�MY�LAST�ACT�
OF�THE�DAY��-Y�LAST�ACT�FOR�!NGSLUND��ANYWAY��4HE�REST�OF�THE�NIGHT�IS�FOR�MYSELF��)�GIVE�
A�SLIGHT�TAP�ON�HIS�STUDIO�DOOR�AND�GO�IN�
� 4ONIGHT��!NGSLUND�IS�WORKING�ON�A�HALFlNISHED�SCULPTURE�IN�BEAUTIFUL�UMBER
COLORED�CLAY��+UAN�9IN��HE�CALLS�THE�PIECE��ALTHOUGH�FROM�THE�PRELIMINARY�MODELS�)�VE�
GLIMPSED��IT�S�NOTHING�LIKE�ANY�+UAN�9IN�)�VE�EVER�SEEN��"ECAUSE�IT�FRUSTRATES�HIM�TO�TALK�
ABOUT�IT��)�RARELY�ASK�HIM�ABOUT�HIS�WORK��BUT�)�DID�ASK�HIM�ABOUT�THIS�WHY�IT�WAS�SO�
DIFFERENT�THAN�OTHER�VERSIONS�OF�THE�GODDESS�
� h"ECAUSE�THIS�IS�3HE��4HE�REAL�ONE�v�HE�D�SAID�
� 7ELL��SELFDOUBT�HAS�NEVER�BEEN�ONE�OF�HIS�PROBLEMS�
� h4OAST�v�HE�SAYS�NOW��RECOGNIZING�IT�BY�SCENT�ALONE��(E�DOESN�T�BOTHER�TO�LOOK�
IN�MY�DIRECTION��h(OW�MANY�PIECES�v
� h&OUR�v�)�SAY��h.O�HEELS�v�)�CAN�T�HELP�ADDING�POINTEDLY�
� "UT�MY�SNIDE�COMMENT�IS�LOST�ON�HIM��AS�ALWAYS��(E�S�LONG�SINCE�FORGOTTEN�THE�
INCIDENT�OF�THE�MORNING��h7ELL��YOU�D�BETTER�SIT�DOWN�AND�GET�OFF�YOUR�FEET��&RED��)T�S�
BEEN�A�LONG�DAY�v
� 9ES�� IT�HAS��AND� IT�WILL�BE�A� LONG�NIGHT� TOO�FOR�!NGSLUND��)� SIT�DOWN�IN�A�
COMFORTABLE�CHAIR��THOUGH�A�HARD�ONE�WOULD�SUIT�MY�PURPOSE�BETTER��FOR�BEFORE�LONG�
)�WILL�DROWSE�AND�DOZE��(OWEVER�MUCH�)�TRY��)�ALWAYS�DO��"UT�MAYBE�THIS�TIME��)�WILL�
STAY�AWAKE�FOR�A�WHILE��AS�!NGSLUND�WRESTLES�WITH�+UAN�9IN��GODDESS�OF�COMPASSION��
&OR�SOME�BRIEF�PERIOD�BETWEEN�WAKEFULNESS�AND�SLEEP��)�MAY�SEE�THINGS�THE�WAY�AN�
ARTIST�SEES�THEM��!ND�IF�)�M�REALLY�LUCKY��)�MAY�EVEN�CATCH�THAT�MOMENT�WHEN�HE�lNALLY�
DRAWS�(ER�DOWN��LURES�(ER�INTO�THIS�CUMBERSOME�WORLD�OF�FORM��OF�SUBSTANCE�������INTO�
THIS�RISKY�BUSINESS�OF�"EING�

The End
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4HE�2ADIANCE�OF�6IOLATION

SHE�WAITING
�BEHIND�HER�EYE	
FOR�THE�ANIMAL�TO�JUMP
FROM�THE�BUSH
WHEN�IT�DID
SUN�COMES�LOOSE
LAND�NOT�MEETING�SKY
A�BIRD�CAN�SEE�THE�WHOLE
WORLD
WHY�DID�YOU�TELL�HER
AMULETS�OF�UNDYING���	
STONE�HEARTS
SILVER�CIRCLES
PAPER
)�HAD�TO�TELL�THE�TRUTH
NIGHT�SKEWERS�DAY
THERE�IS�ONLY�THE�WOUND
GOD�IS
FORGETTING

-"�,)(��"�,��
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¬NGELES�#A¤DOS

^

RISE�TO�GET�OUT�OF�BED�AND�SWING�POINTLESSLY�TO�THE�LEFT��OVER�THERE�IS�ONLY�THE�WALL�AND�
THE�WINDOW��THE�WINDOW�OPENS�TO�THE�BACK�OF�THE�BUILDING�AND�A�lVE�mIGHT�DROP�TO�
THE�GROUND�BELOW�

THE�DROP�MAY�OR�MAY�NOT�BE�A�FATAL�ONE�

IN�THE�AREA�THAT�WILL�EVENTUALLY�BE�THE�TERRACE�OF�SOMEBODY�S�OVERLY�PRICED�mAT�THERE�
IS�NOW�A�VAST�COLLAGE�OF�RUBBISH��THE�COLLECTION�CONSISTS�OF�ALL�THE�OLD�KITCHEN�AND�
BEDROOM�FURNITURE�THAT�MADE�UP�THE�mATS�OF�THIS�BUILDING�BEFORE�THEY�DECIDED�TO�
RENOVATE�IT��THE�mATS�USED�TO�BE�LIVED�IN�BY�POOR�PEOPLE�

WITHIN�THE�SKELETONS�OF�THEIR�BROKEN�PASTS�)�MAKE�OUT�THE�PERFECT�OUTLINE�OF�A�RECENTLY�
RIPPED�OUT�KITCHEN��THE�DOOR�IS�OPEN�AND�TO�EACH�SIDE�LIE�TWO�WORKTOP�UNITS�AND�ONE�
OR�TWO�BARELY�BROKEN�CUPBOARDS�
)�SEE�MYSELF�IN�THAT�KITCHEN�NOW��A�YOUNGER�ME��IT�IS�A�NICE�KITCHEN�AND�THE�PEOPLE�
IN�HERE�ARE�FRIENDLY�AND�GRACIOUS��THERE�IS�NOT�MUCH�FOOD�BUT�INSIDE�)�LEARN�HOW�TO�
NEVER�STARVE�

)�AM�REMINDED�THAT�)�WAS�RECENTLY�WALKING�SHOELESS�THROUGH�CHILDHOOD�STREETS�OF�
,ITTLE�(ULTON��
PAST�THE�PUB�ON�THE�CORNER�OF�MADAM�S�WOOD��WHOSE�PERMANENT�DARKNESS�EMITS�AN�A�
PRIORI�SENSE�OF�BROODING��AND�THROUGH�ONTO�THE�EMPTY�CAR�PARK�AT�ITS�SIDE�

THREE�KIDS�ARE�HANGING�ABOUT�HERE��LOOKING�TOUGH�FOR�ALL�OF�THEIR���YEARS��TALKING�
ABOUT�THE�POSSIBILITIES�FOR�A�BRILLIANT�FUTURE�
THE�DAY�SITS�SUPREMELY�ARROGANT�IN�A�DEEP��POSSIBLY�LOST�-ANCUNIAN�BLUE��BUT�IN�THE�
SKY�THE�CHILDREN�ARE�STILL�ABLE�TO�EASILY�MAKE�OUT�THE�STARS�

!DRIEN�"RODY�S�NOSE�PUFFS�OUT�HIS�NOSTRILS�AND�HAUGHTILY�DECLARES�THAT�HE�WANTS�TO�
GROW�UP�TO�BE�AN�/RIGINAL�'ANGSTER�
THE�OTHER�TWO�BOYS�LAUGH�AT�THE�/�'��AND�AS�THEY�RUN�AWAY��ACROSS�THE�CAR�PARK�AND�
OVER�THE�ROAD�INTO�+ENYON�7AY�lELDS��"RODY�S�NOSE�FEELS�ASHAMED�AND�LONELY��IN�THE�
RECEDING�DISTANCE�HE�CAN�HEAR�THEM�lGHTING�AMONGST�THEMSELVES�ABOUT�WHICH�ONE�OF�
0IETER�"RUEGGEL�S�PROVERBS�IS�THEIR�LEAST�FAVOURITE�

-#')(� ,#�&
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EXCUSES�6IRGO�

EXPROFESSIONAL�SNOOKER�PLAYER�*OHN�6IRGO�LOOKS�RUFmED�IN�RESPONSE�TO�THE�UNEXPECT
ED�HECKLING�FROM�THE�CROWD�IN�THE�+ENYON�7AY�SOCIAL�CLUB��THE�OVER�BEARING�INTI
MACY�OF�THE�SMALL�HALL�IS�MAKING�HIM�FEEL�INCREASINGLY�CLAUSTROPHOBIC��A�DISTINCT�LACK�
OF�ROOM�FOR�MOVEMENT��PLUS�THE�ABSENCE�OF�A�SNOOKER�TABLE��DICTATES�THE�IMPOSSIBILITY�
OF�A�QUICK�TRICK�SHOT�AS�A�MEANS�OF�DISTRACTION�
6IRGO�STALLS�BLANKLY��UNSURE�HOW�TO�REACT�TO�THE�ANGRY�CRY�OF�THE�BIG�EARED����YEAR�OLD�
BOY�TO�THE�NEWS�THAT�0ETER�2EID�WON�T�BE�COMING�TO�CALL�THE�BINGO�

CONTINUE�WALKING�BUT�TRY�NOT�TO�LOOK�AT�THE�DEAD�BLACK�CAT�SEMICOVERED�BY�THE�SPARSE�
GRASS�THAT�RUNS�INTERMITTENTLY�AROUND�THE�GARAGES�NOBODY�SEEMS�TO�USE�
CUT�THROUGH�THE�GUINNEL�FROM�*ONQUIL�!VENUE�ONTO�THE�3PA�SHOPS��WHERE�THE�UNCLE�OF�
A�KID�FROM�YOUR�SCHOOL�GOT�MURDERED�LAST�WEEK�

YOU�MOVED�THE�GRASS�A�LITTLE�AND�SAW�THE�SIDE�OF�THE�CAT�S�HEAD�WHERE�IT�HAD�STARTED�TO�
DECOMPOSE�
THE�WITHERED�FUR�EXPOSED�THE�BONES�
INSIDE�THE�SEMIVACUOUS�BODY�GRASS�COULD�BE�SEEN�PUSHING�ITS�WAY�UP�ON�THROUGH�
FROM�THE�GROUND�BELOW��WHILST�MAGGOTS�AND�SMALL�INSECTS�RAN�AMOK�THROUGH�THE�
WASTELAND�OF�THE�DEPARTED�!STRAEA�S�GODLESS�PLAYGROUND�

HA�HA�HA�HA��YOU�RE�UNCLE�GOT�SHOT�AND�NOW�HE�S�DEAD�
YOU�ARE�REMOVED�FOR�SAYING�THIS�TO�THE�SMALL�DIRTY�GIRL�WHO�S�ALWAYS�BOTHERING�YOU�
IT�DOESN�T�MAKE�ANY�DIFFERENCE�THAT�YOU�DIDN�T�SAY�IT��OR�EVEN�KNEW�THAT�SHE�HAD�AN�
UNCLE��THE�GIRL�IS�IN�MOURNING�AND�DESERVES�JUSTICE�
THIS�AGGRESSION�WILL�NOT�STAND�

ABRA�CADABRA�
MAGIC�LESS�WORLD��BUT�STILL�WORDS�ELLIPSE�TIME�
ON�THE�STREET�SIDE�OF�THIS�BUILDING�THE�HAIRDRESSING�SHOP�HAS�CHANGED�BARBERS�FOR�THE�
FOURTH�TIME�IN�A�WEEK�
HAIR�CUTTING�IN���EUROS��LATEST�FASHIONS�
SOLDIER�STYLE��SIR��YES��SIR�
HE�WAS�A�LITTLE�ROUGH�BUT�EVERY�CHOICE�HAS�ITS�COMPROMISES�

THE�ONLY�QUESTION�NOW�IS�WHERE�YOU�WILL�CATCH�THE�BLAST�THAT�IS�CERTAINLY�COMING�
IN�THE�FACE��RIPPING�IT�CLEAN�OFF�AND�AWAY�INTO�A�MASSACRED�VACUUM�OF�AIR�WHILST�THE�
SOUND�STILL�RESOUNDS�
AS�AN�AFTER�THOUGHT��NOISE�THAT�RINGS�ANNOYINGLY�FOR�ONLY�A�FEW�DAYS��BUT�NOTHING�
MORE�
SCARCELY��SUFFERING�AS�YOU�ZAP�ACROSS�THE�TEDIUM�OF�A�MUNDANE�WORLD�
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#ONQUER�WE�MUST��WHEN�OUR�CAUSE�IT�IS�JUST

3CATTER�HER�ENEMIES��AND�MAKE�THEM�FALL
�
&OR�WHEN�ANOTHER�*UNE�COMES

"E�ENDURING��CONTINUING�AND�ETERNAL

GYPSIES�PAST�AND�PRESENT�COLLIDE�IN�THE�INCOHERENT�TWISTNECKED�NEOABSURDITY�OF�A�
SICK�LIFE�

THE�CAL£�OLD�BORN�WITHOUT�LIGHT�HAVE�LOST�THEIR�SOULS�LONG�AGO�AND�TODAY�THE�YOUNG�ARE�
BORN�BEREFT�OF�HEART�

IN�SOME�CORNERS�THERE�REMAINS�A�mAILING�DANCE��AN�IMITATION�AT�SURVIVAL��A�BRAVE�YET�
FUTILE�ATTEMPT�TO�IGNORE�AND�REJECT�THE�HORROR�WHILST�AT�THE�SAME�TIME�IT�SYSTEMATICALLY�
IMPUGNS�THE�VALIDITY�OF�OUR�INNOCENCE��OUR�DREAMS�AND�OUR�MEMORIES�

ONE�DAY��THOUGH��EVEN�WE�WILL�DOCILELY�SUCCUMB�OUR�SELF�TO�THE�NONSENSE��ON�THAT�
FATEFUL�MORNING�WE�CATCH�A�HORRIlC�GLIMPSE�OF�REmECTION�IN�A�BROKEN�SHOP�WINDOW��
BLOODIED�AND�SCREAMING�MEANINGLESS�SLOGANS�THROUGH�DISEASED�MOUTH�AT�INTERCHANGE
ABLE�ENEMIES�WHOSE�BLOOD�WE�LUST��WE�MARCH�FORWARD�INTO�HISTORY
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2OSES�$EEP�)NSIDE�\�"ORIL�"OSHNAKOV
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3ILENT�3HOUT�\�"ORIL�"OSHNAKOV
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#ELIA�#RUZ�&UE�LA�6OZ�4ROPICAL�EN�-IS�3UE®OS

IN�A�DREAM�ONCE
THE�BAND�ARRIVED�IN�.EW�9ORK
TIRED��OUT�OF�SORTS
A�LONG�ROAD�TRIP
BAD�WEATHER��BAD�CLUBS��BAD�FOOD
A�BUS�THAT�KEPT�ON�BREAKING�DOWN
NO�ONE�WANTS�TO�PLAY�THIS�NIGHT
EXCEPT�HER
SHE�SINGS
SHE�ALWAYS�WANTS�TO�SING
SCENT�OF�SUGAR�AND�SWEAT
OF�LIPS��lELDS��WAIST��SUN
WITH�A�VOICE�SO�LIKE�lRE
EVERYONE�WHO�HEARS�IT
WANTS�TO�MAKE�LOVE�
AND�MAKE�LOVE�THE�MOST�WITH�HER
)�AM�EVERYONE
FROM�THE�NIGHTCLUB�mOOR
SHE�POINTS�
AND�IN�SLEEP�AND�DREAM
)�FOLLOW
OYE�AMOR
THE�BAND�PLAYS��SHE�SINGS
OYE�AMOR
)�FOLLOW

'�,%�-.�.'�(
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&LY�&ISHING

)�DIDN�T�KNOW
ALL�THE�RULES
)�WAS�BREAKING
AND�INVENTING
AS�LOVE�TURNED�INTO�A�RIVER
AS�LOVE�TURNED�AWAY
FROM�THE�RIVER
AND�LEFT�THE�FAMILIAR�COUNTRY
TO�RETURN�TO�THE�EVEN�MORE�FAMILIAR�CITY
DID�)�WRITE�LOVE�
)�MEANT�SILENCE
)�MEANT�MUSIC
)�MEANT�LEFT��RETURNED
UNBRIDLED��ROSE
SMILED��TURNED��CLIPPED��SHOOK
WITHDREW��MISTOOK
MISSTEPPED��UNDID
)�MEANT
THAT�)�HAD�SOMETHING
A�SMALL�MOUTH�BASS
OR�A�RAINBOW�TROUT
THE�RIVER�WAS�EARLY�SPRING�FREEZING
lNGERS�NUMB
LEGS��FEELINGS�NUMB
THIS�BECAME�AN�UNEXPECTED�EDUCATION
WATCH�YOURSELF��)�HEARD�MYSELF�THINK
ALWAYS�WATCH�YOURSELF
TRYING�TO�DO�THAT
WATCHING
A�REmECTION�IN�WATER�
CLEAR��SHIMMERING
SKIN�THE�COLORS
BLACK��BROWN��GREEN
OF�STONES�ON�THE�RIVER�BOTTOM
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(EREDITY

)�DON�T�WANT�TO�TRANSLATE
AZUCENA
IT�S�TOO�PRETTY�AS�ITSELF
IN�THE�MARKET�IN�SOUTHERN�-EXICO
IN�THE�WARMTH�AND�CROWD
WAS�AN�OLD�WOMAN
SELLING�SO�MANY�KINDS�OF�mOWERS
YELLOW��WHITE��PURPLE��ORANGE�
RED��BLUE��SCARLET��VIOLET��BLACK
SURROUNDED�BY�THEM
SHE�SAT
MAYBE�THE�WAY
THE�OLDER�-ARY�WOULD�HAVE
BEATIlC��THE�GRIEF�AND�SADNESS
OF�HER�LIFE�DRAINED�AWAY
BY�TIME�AND�HOPE
GRIEF�AND�SADNESS�REPLACED
BY�AN�INlNITY�OF�mOWERS
WHOSE�NAMES�SHE�MADE�UP
PERRITOS��PUPPIES	
CONEJOS��RABBITS	
AND�ALEGRIA�MIA��MY�HAPPINESS	
DEPENDING�ON�THE�DAY
AY�JOVEN��SHE�SAID�TO�ME�ONCE
AND�)�WONDER�WHO�SHE�SAW
WHEN�SHE�SPOKE
AY�JOVEN��YOUTH	��SHE�SAID
TEN�CUIDADO��BEWARE	
POINTING�OUT�AT�THE�WORLD
BEYOND�THIS�SMALL�TOWN
WITH�ITS�POTTERY��ITS�CLOTHING��ITS�FOOD
-ARY�WAS�TRANSPORTED�TO�HEAVEN�
ONE�DAY
TO�SIT�WITH�HER�SON�AT�THE�THRONE
SHE�SAT�ON�EARTH
IN�THE�MARKET
ONE�DAY
BLACK�AND�GOLD�HUIPILE��DRESS	
AZUCENA�IN�HER�HAND
AND�WAITED



0ING�����0ONG

,OSING�"UTTONS

IN�MY�NEIGHBORHOOD
IN�"ROOKLYN
A�CHURCH�S�BELLS
MARK�NOON
A�HELICOPTER�SOUNDS�ACROSS�THE�SKY
WHEN�)�LOOK�FOR�IT
)�SEE
ONE�SEAGULL
MOVING�IN�THE�STRAIGHTEST�LINE
FOR�WATER
IF�)�HAD�A�DIFFERENT�SENSE�OF�THINGS
)�D�WRITE�WITH�
DIFFERENT�WORDS
IT�WOULD�STILL�BE�ABOUT�AVOIDING
WHICH�IS�WHAT�)�WRITE�ABOUT
BUT�DIFFERENT�WORDS�WOULD�ADD
ANOTHER�LAYER
TO�THE�UNKNOWN
AND�UNACKNOWLEDGED
THERE�MUST�BE�A�MUSEUM
FULL�OF�THIS�
A�MUSEUM�OF�FALLING�AWAY
AT�THE�CEMETERY
)�PUT�STONES�ON�THE�GRAVES
OF�PEOPLE�)�DON�T�KNOW
AND�MISS�THE�ONES
WHERE�MY�FAMILY
WOULD�BE
)�HAVE�A�STONE�LEFT
mAT�AND�BLACK
)�THROW�IT�IN�A�RIVER
)�PUT�IT�IN�MY�POCKET
)�ENGRAVE�MY�INITIALS�ON�IT
IN�THE�DARK
THE�LETTERS�GLOW
LIKE�GHOSTS



0ING�����0ONG

+ENNETH�S�$EATH

HE�S�DEAD�AND
)�STILL�DON�T�BELIEVE
YEARS�LATER
)�M�WALKING�SOMEPLACE
AND�)�LL�THINK
THAT�THIS�IS�SOMETHING
)�LL�TELL�HIM
WHEN�HE�GETS�BACK
WHEN�HE�GETS�BACK
AS�THOUGH�WHERE�+ENNETH�S�GONE
IS�SIMPLY�TOO�FAR�AWAY
TO�TELEPHONE�OR
SEND�A�POSTCARD
WHICH�IS�WHY�WE�HAVEN�T�HEARD
FOR�SO�LONG
FROM�A�MAN�WHO�COULDN�T�STAND
NOT�TO�BE�IN�TOUCH

WHEN�HE�GETS�BACK
WE�LL�BE�UP
HALF�THE�NIGHT
A�GOOD�BOTTLE�OF�WINE
RECOMMENDED�BY�3HARON
AT�THE�LIQUOR�STORE
MAYBE�EVEN�ONE�OF�THOSE
#UBAN�CIGARS�HE�D
STOPPED�SMOKING
WE�LL�BE�UP�HALF�THE�NIGHT
AND�+ENNETH�WON�T
GET�IN
A�WORD
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4RANSLATIONS�BY�+EN�"ULLOCK

3KEPTICAL�3EQUENCE

.OW�LET�S�DRINK�UNBLENDED�WINE�

$AWN�S�JUST�A�HANDSPAN�

7HAT�RE�WE�WAITING�FOR�

4HE�EVENING�LAMP�TO�GET�RELIT�

$RINK�HEARTY���)N�NO�TIME�AT�ALL�

0OOR�BASTARD��WE�LL�BE�SLEEPING

�����������������THROUGH�THAT�ENDLESS�NIGHT�

�������������������������!SCLEPIADES

sss
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0OETRY�S�LIKE�BREAD
���������������������������������������������IN�%GYPT�
,EAVE�IT�OUT�OVERNIGHT�
������������������������������������������������WHO�COULD�EAT�IT�

�3O�EAT�IT�QUICK�

.IGHT�PASSES�OVER�

$UST�SETTLES�	

2EALLY��IT�BELONGS�IN�THE�HEART�

7ARM��CLIMATIZED

/UTSIDE��IT�FREEZES�

1UIVERING�LIKE�A�lSH
���������������������������������������FOR�AN�INSTANT�
'ONE�STONE�COLD
����������������������������������THE�NEXT�

�'O�AHEAD��PRETEND�IT�S�FRESH�

2AISE�UP�ALL�THOSE�IMAGES�

�9OU�RE�DRINKING
��������������������������������JUST�WHAT�YOU�THINK�

�.OT�SOME�OLD�GAG�
������������������������������������������������BUDDY�	

�������������������������2UMI

sss
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!T�FULL�
��������������BEAUTIFUL�THE�MOON�

"UT�MY�,OVE�S
�����������������������MORE�BEAUTIFUL�

-Y�EARTHEN�CUP�S
��������������������������������REPLACEABLE

"ETTER�THAN
�����������������������������*AMSHYD�S�3EV�NRING�D�"OWL�

4HE�(EREAFTER�S�SECRET
���������������������������������������)�KNOW

#OMFORTING�THOUGHT�
�����������������������������������������������FUTILE�

������������������������-IRZA�'HALIB
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,ONG�$ISTANCE

-RS��2ANGLE�WAS�WATCHING� TELEVISION� IN�HER� SMALL� LIVING� ROOM�WHEN� SHE�HEARD�
VOICES�OUT�IN�FRONT�OF�HER�MOBILE�HOME��)T�WAS�DARK�OUT�BUT�WHEN�SHE�PARTED�THE�

CURTAINS�SHE�SAW��IN�THE�YELLOWISH�LIGHT�COMING�ACROSS�THE�LANE�FROM�THE�PORCH�OF�THE�
RECREATION�ROOM��THE�LONG�MANE�OF�WAVY�HAIR��THE�BAGGY�JEANS�AND�LIGHTCOLORED�4SHIRT�
OF�HER�NEIGHBOR��,OIS��,OIS�HAD�A�MAN�WITH�HER��(E�WAS�SHORTER��WITH�A�HEAD�OF�WHITE�
HAIR��AND�A�WHITE�OR�PERHAPS�LIGHTBLUE�SUIT��3OMETHING�WAS�WRAPPED�AROUND�HIS�NECK��
,OIS�WAS�IN�HER�LATE�SIXTIES��MORE�THAN�A�DECADE�OLDER�THAN�-RS��2ANGLE��BUT�SHE�STILL�
WORKED�IN�HER�GARDEN�EVERY�DAY�AND�OFTEN�TOOK�WALKS�DOWNTOWN�FOR�NO�OTHER�REASON�
THAN�TO�SIT�IN�A�CAF£�AND�ENJOY�A�CUP�OF�COFFEE��-RS��2ANGLE��BY�CONTRAST��KEPT�HER�WALKS�
TO�THE�SAFE�CONlNES�OF�THE�MOBILE�HOME�PARK��IF�SHE�WENT�DOWNTOWN�FOR�ANY�REASON�SHE�
DROVE��7HEN�,OIS�AND�THE�MAN�WENT�THROUGH�THE�CHAINLINK�GATE�AND�REACHED�,OIS�S�
PORCH�� TRIGGERING� THE�MOTIONDETECTING�PORCHLIGHT��-RS��2ANGLE� SAW� THAT� THE� THING�
AROUND�THE�MAN�S�NECK�WAS�AN�ASCOT�
� h)T�S�NOT�MUCH�OF�A�PLACE�v�,OIS�SAID��PUTTING�HER�KEY�INTO�THE�LOCK�OF�HER�FRONT�
DOOR��4HE�SPACES�IN�THE�PARK�WERE�SMALL��WITH�ONLY�EIGHT�FEET�BETWEEN�EACH�TRAILER��SO�
EAVESDROPPING�WAS�EASY�
� h/H��)�LL�BET�IT�S� LOVELY�v�THE�MAN�SAID��(E�HAD�AN�ACCENT��3COTTISH�OR�)RISH��
!ND�HE�WAS�CARRYING�A�CANVAS�BAG�THAT�APPEARED�TO�HAVE�SOMETHING�HEAVY�IN�IT�
� ,OIS�LET�HIM�GO�IN�AHEAD�OF�HER��3HE�TURNED�AND�LOOKED�OUT�AT�THE�EMPTY�LANE�
IN�FRONT�AND�THEN�LOOKED�IN�-RS��2ANGLE�S�DIRECTION��-RS��2ANGLE�IMMEDIATELY�PULLED�
THE�CURTAINS�CLOSED�
� 7HO�COULD�THIS�MAN�BE��)N�THE�TWO�YEARS�THAT�-RS��2ANGLE�HAD�LIVED�HERE��,OIS�
HADN�T�HAD�ANY�VISITORS�EXCEPT�HER�CHILDREN�OR�OTHER�PARK�MEMBERS��-RS��2ANGLE�WAS�
SURE�OF�THIS��,OIS�WAS�A�WIDOW��AND�SHE�HAD�NO�BOYFRIEND��.OW�SUDDENLY�A�MAN�IN�AN�
ASCOT��-RS��2ANGLE�STRAINED�TO�HEAR��4HE�LARGE�WINDOWS�OF�,OIS�S�TRAILER�WERE�CLOSED��BUT�
THE�LOUVERED�WINDOWS�ABOVE�THEM�WERE�OPEN��SO�THE�SOUND�CAME�IN�lTS�AND�STARTS�
� h7ELL��IT�S�NOT�THE�ONLY�THING�THAT�GETS�BETTER�WITH�AGE��IS�IT�v�THE�MAN�ASKED�
� ,OIS�SAID�SOMETHING�INAUDIBLE��-OMENTS�LATER�THERE�WAS�A�POP��THEN�A�SERIES�
OF�MUFmED�SOUNDS��SCRAPES�OF�CHAIRS�ON�THE�LINOLEUM�mOOR�
� ,OIS�SAID�SOMETHING�ELSE�THAT�-RS��2ANGLE�COULDN�T�QUITE�MAKE�OUT�
� h'O�AHEAD��%AT��DRINK��,IVE�IT�UP��7HO�KNOWS�WHEN�THE�DOG�CATCHERS�WILL�BE�
HERE�v�THE�MAN�SAID�
� h)T�STILL�DOESN�T�SEEM�FAIR��)�MEAN��IS�IT�EVEN�LEGAL�v
� h)T�WAS�THE�GAMBLING��REALLY��)F�IT�WASN�T�FOR�THAT�)�THINK�THEY�D�LEAVE�ME�ALONE��
"UT�THERE�S�AN�INHERITANCE�AT�STAKE��YOU�SEE��'REEDY�BASTARDS�v
� !�JAZZ�NUMBER�CAME�ON�AND�THE�CONVERSATION�BECAME�TOO�MUFmED�TO�MAKE�OUT�
� -RS�� 2ANGLE� PICKED� UP� THE� TELEPHONE� AND� DIALED� HER� DAUGHTER�� -ARLENE��

,#�"�,��&�(!�
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-ARLENE�LIVED�����MILES�TO�THE�SOUTH��IN�,OS�!NGELES��AND�-RS��2ANGLE�ONLY�SAW�HER�
FOR�A�WEEK�EACH�SUMMER�WHEN�SHE�CAME�UP�WITH�HER�CHILDREN��%RIN�AND�4YLER��AGES���
AND����AND�STAYED�IN�A�MOTEL�DOWN�NEAR�THE�BEACH��-RS��2ANGLE�HAD�ANOTHER�DAUGHTER�
AS�WELL��-ICHELLE��BUT�SHE�WAS�ESTRANGED��-RS��2ANGLE�HADN�T�HAD�ANY�CONTACT�WITH�HER�
IN�TEN�YEARS��!LL�SHE�REALLY�KNEW�WAS�THAT�-ICHELLE�LIVED�IN�.EW�9ORK�#ITY��WORKED�FOR�
A�BOOK�PUBLISHER��AND�HAD�BEEN�DIVORCED�TWICE��3HE�WAS����NOW��SINGLE�AGAIN�FOLLOWING�
THE�LAST�DIVORCE��BUT�-RS��2ANGLE�STILL�PICTURED�HER�AS�A�YOUNG�GIRL�
� -RS��2ANGLE�HEARD�HER�DAUGHTER�S�VOICE�AND�STARTED�SPEAKING��BUT�THEN�REALIZED�
IT�WAS�ONLY�THE�ANSWERING�MACHINE��h-ARLENE��SOMETHING�IS�GOING�ON�v�SHE�SAID��h!�
MAN�IS�INSIDE�,OIS�S�TRAILER��)T�S�NEARLY�TEN�AT�NIGHT��)�VE�NEVER�SEEN�HIM�BEFORE�AND�)�M�
WORRIED�ABOUT�HER��0LEASE�CALL�BACK��)�THINK�SHE�S�BEING�TAKEN�ADVANTAGE�OF�v
� 7HEN�-RS��2ANGLE�REPLACED�THE�PHONE�ON�THE�CRADLE��SHE�WONDERED��AS�SHE�
OFTEN� DID� WHEN� LEAVING� A� MESSAGE� ON� -ARLENE�S� MACHINE�� IF� -ARLENE� WAS� AT� HOME�
LISTENING��)T�WAS�A�3UNDAY�NIGHT��AND�THE�CHILDREN�WOULD�HAVE�SCHOOL�IN�THE�MORNING��
7HERE�ELSE�WOULD�THEY�BE�

sss

7HEN�-RS��2ANGLE�WAS� TWENTYTHREE� AND� LIVING� IN�'LENDALE�� SHE� TOOK�-ICHELLE� TO�
'RIFlTH�0ARK��)T�WAS�A�COLD��CLOUDY�DAY�IN�THE�FALL��AND�SOME�PAVING�WORK�WAS�BEING�
DONE� ON� THE� ROAD� LEADING� INTO� THE� AREA� AROUND� THE� MERRYGOROUND�� FORCING� -RS��
2ANGLE�TO�PARK�A�FEW�HUNDRED�YARDS�AWAY�AND�WALK��4HEY�CUT�THROUGH�AN�AREA�OF�SPARSE�
PINE�TREES��-ICHELLE��WHO�WAS�TWO�YEARS�OLD�THEN��STOPPING�EVERY�SO�OFTEN�TO�PICK�UP�
STICKS�AND�ROCKS��OR�TO�POINT�TO�GOPHER�HOLES�AND�SAY�h3NAKE�v
� h.O��NOT�SNAKES��'OPHERS�v�-RS��2ANGLE�SAID��h)�THINK��ANYWAY�v
� 7HEN�THEY�EMERGED�FROM�THE�FORESTED�AREA�THEY�SAW�THAT�THE�MERRYGOROUND�
WAS� CLOSED��3EVERAL�OF� THE�HORSES� AND�UNICORNS�HAD�BEEN�UNBOLTED�AND� LAID�ON� THE�
GROUND��ALLOWING�WIDER�ACCESS�TO�THE�GUTS�OF�THE�CONTRAPTION��WHERE�A�(ISPANIC�MAN�
WAS�CROUCHED��WORKING�A�WRENCH�WHILE�A�3PANISHLANGUAGE�STATION�PLAYED�FROM�A�RADIO�
ON�THE�METAL�PLATFORM��!N�OLDER�COUPLE�WAS�SEATED�ON�A�BENCH�NEARBY��THE�MAN�IN�A�
NAVY�SPORTSCOAT�AND�DRESS�SHIRT��THE�WOMAN�IN�PEARL�SLACKS�AND�A�WHITE�SWEATER��BUT�
OTHERWISE�THE�AREA�LOOKED�ABANDONED��h)T�S�CLOSED��SWEETIE�v�-RS��2ANGLE�SAID�
� -ICHELLE�WAS�STUDYING�A�FOIL�GUM�WRAPPER�SHE�D�PICKED�UP�ALONG�THE�WAY��BUT�
NOW�SHE�SAW�WHAT�HER�MOTHER�WAS�SEEING�AND�A�CONFUSED�LOOK�CROSSED�HER�FACE�
� h7E�LL�HAVE�TO�COME�BACK�ANOTHER�TIME�v
� -ICHELLE� HAD� BEEN� ON� THE� MERRYGOROUND� BEFORE�� BUT� SHE� SEEMED� NOT� TO�
REMEMBER�IT��3HE�HELD�UP�THE�WRAPPER�AND�SAID��h'UM�v
� h.O��PUT�THAT�DOWN��4HAT�S�TRASH��,ET�S�GO��7E�LL�GO�TO�THE�SWINGS�AT�THE�LITTLE�
PARK�v�!�CHILL�WIND�HAD�COME�ON��AND�-RS��2ANGLE�REACHED�DOWN�TO�ZIP�UP�-ICHELLE�S�
SWEATER�
� !S� THEY�WERE�CROSSING�BACK� THROUGH� THE� FORESTED�AREA� TOWARD� THE�CAR��-RS��
2ANGLE�NOTICED�A�BEARDED�MAN�IN�AN�ARMY�JACKET��HIS�HAIR�WILD�AND�TANGLED��WALKING�
TOWARD� THEM��(E�WAS�ABOUT� TEN�YARDS�AWAY��MOVING�QUICKLY�� AS� THOUGH� THERE�WERE�
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SOMEONE�BACK�TOWARD�THE�MERRYGOROUND�HE�WAS�TRYING�TO�CATCH�UP�WITH��BUT�WHEN�
-RS��2ANGLE�LOOKED�AT�THE�MAN�S�FACE��HIS�WIDE��INTENSE�EYES��IT�WAS�CLEAR�HE�HAD�HIS�
SIGHTS�ON�HER�AND�NO�ONE�ELSE��3HE�STOPPED��REmEXIVELY�REACHED�DOWN�FOR�HER�DAUGHTER�S�
HAND��3HE�WAS�JUST�TOUCHING�-ICHELLE�S�SOFT�lNGERS��HALF�HER�ATTENTION�ON�HER�DAUGHTER�
AND�HALF�ON�THE�MAN��WHEN�HE�SLAMMED�INTO�HER��3HE�WAS�LIFTED�UP�OFF�THE�GROUND�AND�
CARRIED��TOES�DRAGGING�ACROSS�THE�CARPET�OF�PINE�NEEDLES�AND�OAK�LEAVES��4HE�MAN�HAD�A�
STRONG�HAND�AT�HER�THROAT��SO�HER�SCREAM�WAS�JUST�A�GURGLE��AND�SHE�COULD�NOT�BREATHE��
4HE�DUSKY�AIR�BECAME�SUDDENLY�CLEARER��AS�THOUGH�SHE�D�PUT�ON�A�PAIR�OF�EYEGLASSES��
AND�HER�PANIC�TOOK�ON�A�BETTER�FOCUS�AS�WELL��-ICHELLE��4HE�ONLY�REASON�TO�GET�LOOSE�
FROM�THIS�MAN�S�ANGRY��SMELLY�CLENCH��WAS�TO�GET�BACK�TO�-ICHELLE�BEFORE�SOMETHING�
HAPPENED�TO�HER��BEFORE�SHE�WANDERED�INTO�THE�ROAD�THEY�D�BEEN�ABOUT�TO�REACH��%VEN�
WHEN�THE�MAN�PUSHED�-RS��2ANGLE�THROUGH�A�WALL�OF�TWIGGY�SHRUBS�AND�SLAMMED�HER�
TO�THE�DIRT��HER�THOUGHTS�WERE�ONLY�OF�GETTING�BACK�TO�-ICHELLE��4HE�MAN�RELEASED�HER�
THROAT�MOMENTARILY�AND�SHE�SCREAMED�-ICHELLE�S�NAME��BUT�THE�VOICE�LACKED�ITS�NORMAL�
VOLUME�AND�TONE��)T�SOUNDED�LIKE�AN�AUDIO�CASSETTE�THAT�HAD�JAMMED�IN�THE�PLAYER��THE�
TAPE�BEING�WOUND�TIGHTER�AND�TIGHTER�BY�THE�TURNING�GEARS�
� h3CREAMER��3CREAMER�v�THE�MAN�GROWLED��CLAPPING�-RS��2ANGLE�S�MOUTH�
� (IS� OTHER� HAND� CAME� BRUTALLY� UNDER� HER� SKIRT� AND� RIPPED� HER� UNDERWEAR�
DOWN��AND�THEN�HE�WAS�CLIMBING�ONTO�HER��SEEMINGLY�TRYING�TO�HIDE�HER�UNDER�HIMSELF��
(IS�PENIS�MOVED� AGAINST�HER�� SHOVED�� TORE� AT�HER��BUT� SHE�HAD�DISASSOCIATED�HERSELF�
FROM�WHAT�WAS�HAPPENING�DOWN�THERE��(ER�EYES�WERE�ON�THE�SPACE�THE�FEW�INCHES�
BETWEEN�THE�GROUND�AND�THE�LOWEST�LEAVES�OF�THE�SHRUBS��THROUGH�WHICH�SHE�COULD�SEE�
THE�AREA�WHERE�SHE�AND�-ICHELLE�HAD�BEEN�WALKING��4HE�TREES�WERE�SPARSE�OUTSIDE�OF�
THIS�CLUSTER�OF� SHRUBS��BUT� SHE�COULD�NOT� SEE�-ICHELLE�OR�ANYONE�ELSE��3HE�CLAWED�
AWKWARDLY�AT�THE�DIRT��TRYING��LIKE�AN�OVERTURNED�TURTLE��TO�RIGHT�HERSELF��BUT�THE�BEERY��
MEATBREATHED�MAN�KEPT�SLAMMING�HER�DOWN�AGAIN�
� !ND�THEN�HE�WAS�UP�AND�HURRYING�AWAY��(ER�FEET�lNALLY�FOUND�PURCHASE�AND�
SHE� WAS� ABLE� TO� BREAK� BACK� THROUGH� THE� TANGLE� OF� SHRUBS� AND� RUN�� 7HEN� SHE� SAW�
-ICHELLE�SITTING�IN�THE�DIRT��TEARS�AND�SNOT�COATING�HER�FACE��HOWLING�IN�TERROR��THE�WAVE�
OF�RELIEF�WAS�SO�STRONG�SHE�STUMBLED��3HE�CAUGHT�HERSELF�AND�SCOOPED�-ICHELLE�INTO�HER�
ARMS�AND�HELD�HER��SHOOSHED�HER��CARRYING�HER��QUICKLY��TOWARD�THE�CAR�
� 3HE�WAS�JUST�REACHING�THE�ROAD�WHEN�SHE�HEARD�A�MAN�CALLING�AFTER�HER��h-ISS��
-ISS�v�THE�MAN�SAID��3HE�GLANCED�BACK�TO�SEE�THE�OLDER�MAN�FROM�THE�BENCH��HIS�WHITE�
HAIR�UP�IN�THE�WIND��h!RE�YOU�OKAY�v�HE�ASKED��(E�WAS�FOLLOWING�HER�WITH�HIS�HAND�UP�
IN�A�CALMING�GESTURE�
� -RS��2ANGLE�CROSSED�THE�ROAD��CLIMBED�INTO�THE�CAR�AND�PULLED�THE�DOOR�CLOSED�
BEHIND�HER��SLAMMING�THE�LOCK��-ICHELLE�WAS�SCREAMING�IN�HER�FACE��BUT�-RS��2ANGLE�
MANAGED�TO�lND�THE�ZIPPERED�POCKET�AT�THE�HIP�OF�HER�SKIRT�AND�EXTRACT�HER�KEYS�
� 4HE�MAN�HAD�BOTH�HANDS�UP�NOW��URGING�-RS��2ANGLE�TO�SLOW�DOWN��TO�GET�
OUT�OF�THE�CAR�AGAIN��(E�HIMSELF�LOOKED�AFRAID��EYES�WIDE�UNDER�THICK�GRAY�BANGS��-RS��
2ANGLE��STILL�CLUTCHING�-ICHELLE�IN�ONE�ARM��HER�FREE�HAND�TREMBLING�LIKE�AN�ELECTRIC�
KNIFE��FOUND�THE�IGNITION�AND�STARTED�THE�CAR�
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� h0LEASE��-ISS�v�THE�MAN�PLEADED��(E�STEPPED�BACKWARD�A�FEW�FEET��h7E�VE�GOT�
THE�POLICE�COMING�v
� -RS��2ANGLE�WHEELED�THE�CAR�AWAY�FROM�THE�CURB�AND�PUNCHED�THE�GAS�
� 7HEN�SHE�REACHED�THE�CARPORT�OF�HER�APARTMENT�COMPLEX��HER�HUSBAND�WAS�
JUST�GETTING�OUT�OF�HIS�CAR��THE�DARKBLUE�SHIRT�HE�WORE�TO�HIS�JOB�AT�7HEELER�S�!UTO�"ODY�
ROLLED�AT�THE�SLEEVES��HIS�HANDS�STAINED�BLACK��(E�WAS�SMILING��KEEPING�HIMSELF�IN�TIGHT�
NEXT�TO�HIS�DOOR�TO�ALLOW�HER�ROOM�TO�PARK��AND�THEN�A�CLOUD�OF�RECOGNITION�CHANGED�
HIM��(E�SPRANG�AROUND�TO�HIS�WIFE�S�SIDE�OF�THE�CAR��HIS�FACE�WHITE�AND�PANICKED�
� h4OM�v�SHE�SOBBED��h4OM�v
� h7HAT��*ESUS�v
� -ICHELLE�WAS�STILL�CRYING��BUT� IT�WAS�NO� LONGER�THE�SOULRENDING�HOWL�FROM�
EARLIER��4OM�TRIED�TO�TAKE�HER�FROM�HIS�WIFE�S�ARMS�BUT�-RS��2ANGLE�WOULD�NOT�LET�GO�OF�
HER�
� %VEN�LATER��WHEN�THE�POLICE�ARRIVED��WHEN�THEY�WERE�TRYING�TO�EXTRACT�FROM�
-RS�� 2ANGLE� A� WORKABLE� DESCRIPTION� OF� THE� ATTACKER�� SHE� KEPT� -ICHELLE� IN� HER� LAP��
KEPT�STROKING�HER�HAIR��KISSING�HER�SOFT�CHEEKS�AND�EARS��-ICHELLE�HAD�STOPPED�CRYING�
COMPLETELY�BY�NOW��(ER� FACE�HAD�BEEN�WIPED�AND�HER�EXPRESSION�WAS�ONE�OF� AWED�
CURIOSITY�� HER� GAZE� lXED� ON� THESE� STRANGERS� WITH� SHINY� THINGS� ON� THEIR� SHIRTS� AND�
GLEAMING�SILVER�BADGES�ON�THEIR�CAPS��3HE�BEGAN�TO�FUSS��TO�PUSH�AGAINST�-RS��2ANGLE�S�
FACE�AND�SORE�NECK��"UT�STILL�-RS��2ANGLE�WOULD�NOT�LET�GO�OF�HER�
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h(ELLO��,OIS�v�-RS��2ANGLE�SAID��STEPPING�OUT�ONTO�HER�PORCH�
� ,OIS�WAS�IN�HER�GARDEN��SITTING�IN�A�METAL�DECK�CHAIR�JUST�INSIDE�HER�CHAINLINK�
FENCE��3HE�WAS�DRINKING�A�CUP�OF�TEA��A�FOLDED�MAGAZINE�IN�HER�HAND��HER�LONG�HAIR�
mOWING�BACK�OVER�THE�CHAIR�
� h)�THOUGHT�)�HEARD�SOMEONE�IN�YOUR�TRAILER�LAST�NIGHT�v
� h(I��-RS��2ANGLE�v
� -RS��2ANGLE�PAUSED�A�MOMENT��WAITING��h$ID�YOU�HAVE�A�VISITOR�v
� h.O��-RS��2ANGLE�v
� h!RE�YOU�SURE��)�DISTINCTLY�HEARD�VOICES�v
� h)T�WAS�PROBABLY�THE�TELEVISION��-RS��2ANGLE��-AYBE�IT�WAS�YOUR�OWN�TELEVISION�v
� ,OIS�OFTEN�SPOKE�TO�-RS��2ANGLE�IN�THIS�mAT��DISINTERESTED�TONE��IT�FRUSTRATED�
-RS��2ANGLE�TO�NO�END��"UT�NOW�THAT�IT�WAS�CLEAR�,OIS�WAS�NOT�BEING�HONEST��THAT�SHE�
COULD�USE�THIS�TONE�EVEN�WHEN�TELLING�A�BOLD�LIE��-RS��2ANGLE�WONDERED�WHAT�OTHER�LIES�
,OIS�HAD�TOLD�VERY�CASUALLY��-RS��2ANGLE�HEARD�SOMEONE�MOVING�AROUND�IN�THE�BACK�OF�
,OIS�S�TRAILER�AND�REALIZED�THE�VISITOR�WAS�STILL�HERE�
� h!LL�RIGHT�v�-RS��2ANGLE�SAID��h(AVE�A�NICE�DAY�v�3HE�STEPPED�BACK�INTO�HER�
UNIT�AND�CLOSED�THE�DOOR��3O�HE�SPENT�THE�NIGHT��7HERE�HAD�SHE�MET�HIM��7HY�WAS�SHE�
LETTING�A�MAN�SHE�BARELY�KNEW�STAY�THE�NIGHT��7AS�HE�PREYING�ON�HER��3TEALING�FROM�HER��
7HO�WAS�HE�
� -RS��2ANGLE�TOOK�HER�SEAT�BY�THE�SIDE�WINDOW�AND�SETTLED�IN�TO�WATCH�THE�
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MAN�WOULD�HAVE� TO�COME�OUT�EVENTUALLY��"EFORE�HE�COULD� THOUGH��,OIS�CARRIED�HER�
MAGAZINE�BACK�INSIDE�AND�THE�DOOR�STAYED�CLOSED�FOR�HALF�AN�HOUR��4HERE�WAS�MOVEMENT�
AND�SOME�MUFmED�WORDS��BUT�-RS��2ANGLE�COULD�HEAR�NOTHING�DISTINCT��4HEN�,OIS�AND�
THE�MAN�EMERGED��4HE�MAN�WAS�DRESSED�IN�A�SEERSUCKER�SUIT�AND�HE�HAD�THE�ASCOT�ON�
AGAIN�� IT�WAS� CREAMCOLORED��(IS� THICK� SILVER�HAIR�WAS� COMBED� INTO� A�PERFECT�WAVE��
4HEY�CLIMBED�INTO�,OIS�S�TRUCK�AND�DROVE�OFF�
� 4WO�DAYS�LATER��WHEN�,OIS�S�TRUCK�WAS�NOT�PARKED�OUT�FRONT��THE�MAN�RETURNED��
(E�WALKED�QUICKLY�THROUGH�THE�GATE�AND�LET�HIMSELF�INTO�THE�TRAILER��)�KNEW�IT��,OIS�
THOUGHT��!�CRIMINAL��3HE�PICKED�UP�THE�TELEPHONE�AND�DIALED�����
� h����%MERGENCY�2ESPONSE��7HAT�ARE�YOU�REPORTING�v
� h!�MAN�HAS�COME�INTO�MY�NEIGHBOR�S�TRAILER�v�-RS��2ANGLE�WHISPERED��h(E�S�
IN�THERE�RIGHT�NOW�v
� h$O�YOU�RECOGNIZE�THE�MAN�v
� h.O��(E�S�WEARING�AN�ASCOT�v
� h!N�ASCOT�v
� h(E�S�A�FOREIGNER��(E�S�STEALING�FROM�HER�v
� h3O�YOU�THINK�HE�S�BURGLARIZING�THE�HOME�v
� h9ES�v
� h)�HAVE�����.ORTH�#OAST�!VENUE��)S�THAT�CORRECT�v
� h9ES��3PACE�����0LEASE�HURRY�v
� h7E�LL�SEND�SOMEONE�OUT��0LEASE�HOLD�v
� 4HE� LINE�WENT�QUIET� AND�-RS��2ANGLE�BECAME� AWARE�OF� THE� TENSION� IN�HER�
BODY��THE�SWEAT�ON�HER�LIPS�AND�BROW��(ER�THROAT�WAS�DRY�
� 4HE�DISPATCHER�CAME�BACK�ON�THE�LINE��h#AN�YOU�DESCRIBE�THE�MAN�v
� h9ES��7HITE�HAIR��"LUE�SUIT��!BOUT�SIXTY�v
� h3IXTY�OR�SIXTEEN�v
� h3IXTY��3IX�ZERO�v
� h/KAY��5M��YOU�SAY�HE�S�A�WEARING�AN�ASCOT�v
� h9ES�v
� h/KAY��!N�OFlCER�IS�ON�THE�WAY�v
� -RS�� 2ANGLE� HUNG� UP� AND� THEN� PUSHED� THE� CURTAIN� ASIDE� AGAIN�� HER� HEART�
POUNDING��3HE�MENTALLY�PLEADED�FOR�THE�POLICE�TO�ARRIVE�BUT�SHE�COULD�HEAR�NO�SIREN�
GROWING� LOUDER� IN� THE�DISTANCE��4HREE�MINUTES�WENT�BY�� THEN�lVE�� THE�WHOLE� TIME�
-RS��2ANGLE�FEARFUL�THAT�THE�MAN�WOULD�COME�OUT�OF�THE�TRAILER�AND�GET�AWAY��&INALLY��
A�POLICE�CAR�THAT�DIDN�T�EVEN�HAVE�ITS�LIGHTS�ON�TURNED�UP�THE�LANE�AND�STOPPED�IN�FRONT�
OF�,OIS�S�TRAILER��!�YOUNG��HANDSOME�OFlCER�WITH�A�CREWCUT�EMERGED�CAUTIOUSLY�FROM�
THE�CAR�AND�WENT�THROUGH�THE�GATE��h3ANTA�#RUZ�0OLICE�$EPARTMENT�v�HE�SAID��RAPPING�
AT�THE�DOOR��h/PEN�UP�v
� h#OMING�v�THE�MAN�CALLED�FROM�INSIDE�
� 4HE�FRONT�DOOR�OPENED�AND�THE�THIEF�POKED�HIS�HEAD�OUT��h9ES�v
� h3IR��CAN�YOU�STEP�OUTSIDE�v
� h3URE��LADDY��"UT�DON�T�SHOOT�v�4HE�THIEF�SMILED�BUT�THE�YOUNG�OFlCER�WAS�NOT�
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AMUSED�
� h$O�YOU�LIVE�HERE�v
� h.O��NO��*UST�VISITING�v
� h!RE�YOU�A�FRIEND�OF�THE�OWNER�S�v
� h!N�ACQUAINTANCE��REALLY��-AY�)�ASK�WHAT�S�THE�TROUBLE�v
� h7E�HAD�A�BURGLARY�CALL�FOR�THIS�ADDRESS�v
� 4HE� THIEF� CHUCKLED�� h7ELL�� SORRY� TO� DISAPPOINT�� "EEN� MANY� THINGS� IN� LIFE��
7AS�EVEN�A�SMUGGLER�IN�MY�YOUTH��4HE�WAR�WAS�ON��YOU�SHOULD�KNOW��"UT�THERE�S�NO�
BURGLARY�ON�MY�C�V��AS�OF�YET�v
� h$O�YOU�HAVE�SOME�IDENTIlCATION�v
� h5M��WELL�v�4HE�THIEF�APPEARED�TO�BE�LOOKING�FOR�AN�ESCAPE�ROUTE�
� h3IR��SOME�IDENTIlCATION�PLEASE�v
� h/HHH�v�THE�MAN�SAID��DRAMATICALLY��h9ES��9ES��)�DO�v�(E�REACHED�FOR�HIS�WALLET�
-RS��2ANGLE�STAYED�AT�HER�WINDOW��WATCHING�THE�MAN�BEING�PLACED�IN�THE�BACK�OF�THE�
PATROL�CAR��AND�LISTENING�INTENTLY�WHEN�,OIS�lNALLY�ARRIVED�HOME�AND�HAD�TO�ANSWER�THE�
OFlCER�S�QUESTIONS��7HEN�THE�OFlCER�CAME�UP�-RS��2ANGLE�S�PORCH�STEPS�AND�KNOCKED�
ON�HER�DOOR��SHE�KNEW�EVERYTHING�HE�MIGHT�TELL�HER��BUT�SHE�PUT�ON�A�FACE�OF�CONCERNED�
CONFUSION�
� h'OOD� DAY�� MA�AM�v�5P� CLOSE� SHE� COULD� SEE� THE� OFlCER�WAS� A� BIT� SWARTHY��
PERHAPS�-EXICAN�OR�)TALIAN��h$ID�YOU�MAKE�THE�CALL�TO�����v
� h9ES��)�WAS�VERY�CONCERNED�v
� h7ELL��THE�MAN�WASN�T�A�BURGLAR��YOU�LL�BE�HAPPY�TO�KNOW��"UT�HE�WAS�LISTED�AS�A�
-ISSING�0ERSON��(E�DISAPPEARED�FROM�HIS�DAUGHTER�S�HOME�IN�3AN�-ATEO�A�COUPLE�DAYS�AGO�
AND�APPARENTLY�TOOK�A�BUS�DOWN�HERE��(E�D�TALKED�YOUR�NEIGHBOR�INTO�LETTING�HIM�STAY��"UT�
EVERYTHING�IS�ALL�RIGHT�NOW��(IS�DAUGHTER�IS�ON�HER�WAY�TO�PICK�HIM�UP�v
� h4HANK�YOU�FOR�TELLING�ME��)�KNEW�THERE�WAS�SOMETHING�WRONG�OVER�THERE�v
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7HEN�-RS��2ANGLE�WAS�THIRTYSIX��SHE�WAS�WAITING�BY�THE�PHONE��WATCHING�THE�STREET�IN�
FRONT�OF�HER�HOUSE�FOR�ANY�SIGN�OF�-ICHELLE��-ICHELLE�HADN�T�COME�DIRECTLY�HOME�AFTER�
SCHOOL��AS�WAS�THE�RULE��AND�-RS��2ANGLE�WAS�SICK�WITH�FEAR�
� !�FEW�MONTHS�AFTER�THE�RAPE��-RS��2ANGLE�AND�HER�HUSBAND�HAD�MOVED�NORTH�
TO�3ANTA�#RUZ��4HEY�D�LIVED�IN�A�SMALL�APARTMENT�NOT�FAR�FROM�THE�BEACH�IN�THE�,IVE�
/AK�NEIGHBORHOOD�FOR�THE�lRST�TWO�YEARS��4OM�WORKING�AT�3ANTA�#RUZ�)MPORTED�4RUCK�
3ERVICE�AND�-RS��2ANGLE�WORKING�AT�-ICHELLE�S�SCHOOL�AS�A�TEACHER�S�AIDE��7HEN�-RS��
2ANGLE� BECAME� PREGNANT� AGAIN��4OM� BORROWED� MONEY� FROM� HIS� UNCLE� FOR� A� DOWN�
PAYMENT�ON�A�SMALL�TWO�BEDROOM�HOUSE�ON�THE�WEST�SIDE�OF�TOWN��)T�HAD�BEEN�HOPED�
BY�4OM� AND� BY� THE� COUNSELOR� THAT� -RS�� 2ANGLE� SAW� MONTHLY� THAT� THE� PREGNANCY�
WOULD�BE�GOOD�FOR�HER��3HE�HAD�NOT�BEEN�ABLE�TO�CALM�HERSELF�SINCE�THE�RAPE��AND�SHE�D�
DEVELOPED�SOME�SEPARATION�ISSUES�IN�REGARDS�TO�-ICHELLE��*UST�ALLOWING�-ICHELLE�TO�PLAY�
AT�THE�HOUSES�OF�HER�FRIENDS��OR�TO�ATTEND�THE�BIRTHDAY�PARTIES�OF�HER�CLASSMATES�WITHOUT�
GOING�WITH�HER��CAUSED�-RS��2ANGLE�TO�HAVE�ANXIETY�ATTACKS��TO�PACE�THE�HOUSE�WITH�HER�
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HAND�AT�HER�THROAT��"UT�BRINGING�ANOTHER�CHILD�INTO�THE�FAMILY�HADN�T�WORKED��4OM�
WAS�GONE�NOW��MOVED�OVER�THE�HILL�TO�3AN�*OSE�AND�ENGAGED�TO�ANOTHER�WOMAN��AND�
THE�TWOBEDROOM�HOUSE�WAS�UP�FOR�SALE�
� -RS��2ANGLE�GOT�INTO�HER�CAR�AND�STARTED�DRIVING�AROUND��HER�EYES�SWINGING�
FROM�SIDE� TO�SIDE��CHECKING�OVER�EVERY�GROUP�OF� TEENAGERS� SHE�PASSED��3HE�TRIED�THE�
STREETS�AROUND�THE�HIGH�SCHOOL�AND�THEN�GOT�OUT�OF�THE�CAR�AND�WALKED�THE�CAMPUS��
STOPPING�SOME�FOOTBALL�PLAYERS�COMING�UP�THE�HILL�FROM�THE�lELD�TO�ASK�ABOUT�-ICHELLE��
"UT�THESE�BOYS��SWEATY��WILDHAIRED��SCRAPING�THE�ASPHALT�WITH�THEIR�CLEATS��SAID�THEY�
DIDN�T� EVEN�KNOW�HER��-RS��2ANGLE� RACED�HOME�AGAIN� TO� SEE� IF� A�MESSAGE�HAD�BEEN�
LEFT�ON�THE�MACHINE�OR��'OD�WILLING��-ICHELLE�WAS�ACTUALLY�THERE��BUT�WHEN�SHE�BURST�
THROUGH�THE�DOOR�INTO�THE�KITCHEN��SHE�SAW�ONLY�-ARLENE��JUST�HOME�FROM�REHEARSING�
FOR�THE�#HRISTMAS�PAGEANT�AT�THE�ELEMENTARY�SCHOOL��SITTING�AT�THE�KITCHEN�TABLE�WITH�A�
BAG�OF�COOKIES�AND�A�GLASS�OF�MILK�
� h7HERE�WOULD�SHE�GO�v�-RS��2ANGLE�ASKED�
� h-OM��)�DON�T�KNOW��*UST�CALM�DOWN��)�M�SURE�SHE�S�ALL�RIGHT�v
� h.O��7E�NEED�TO�lND�HER��)�WANT�YOU�TO�STAY�HERE�AND�WAIT�BY�THE�PHONE��)F�
SHE�CALLS�TELL�HER�TO�COME�HOME�IMMEDIATELY�v
� -RS��2ANGLE�WENT�BACK�OUT�AGAIN��DRIVING�THE�STREETS�FRANTICALLY��ZIGZAGGING�HER�
WAY�OVER�EVERY�POSSIBLE�ROUTE�BETWEEN�THE�HIGH�SCHOOL�AND�THE�HOUSE��3HE�WENT�DOWNTOWN�
AND�CRUISED�0ACIlC�!VENUE�� CHECKING� THE�BENCHES� AND� THE� TABLES� IN� FRONT�OF� THE� CAF£S��
3HE�WAS�MAKING�A�WIDER�SEARCH��MARKING�OFF�THE�GRID�OF�DOWNTOWN�STREETS��WHEN�SHE�SAW�
-ICHELLE�ON�THE�LAWN�IN�FRONT�OF�THE�#ALVARY�CHURCH��-ICHELLE�WAS�WITH�A�BOY�AND�ANOTHER�
GIRL��HER�FRIEND�!PRIL��THEIR�BACKPACKS�AND�BOOKS�STREWN�ALL�AROUND�THEM�
� -RS��2ANGLE�STOPPED�THE�CAR�IN�THE�MIDDLE�OF�THE�STREET�AND�RAN�TO�-ICHELLE��
h7HY�AREN�T�YOU�HOME�v�SHE�PLEADED�
� -ICHELLE�AND�HER�FRIENDS� LOOKED�UP�IN�FRIGHT��4HE�BOY��WEARING�GLASSES��HIS�
HAIR� IN� A� GELLED�WAVE� THAT� SPIKED�AT� THE� TOP�� TURNED�BRIGHT� RED��!PRIL�HUNCHED�HER�
SHOULDERS�AND�SANK�INTO�HERSELF�
� h0LEASE�GET�IN�THE�CAR��-ICHELLE�v�-RS��2ANGLE�DEMANDED�
� "UT�-ICHELLE�WAS�STONEFACED��3HE�GLARED�AT�HER�MOTHER�
� h-ICHELLE��PLEASE��)T�S�NEARLY�SIX�O�CLOCK�v
� -ICHELLE�KEPT�HER�EXPRESSION�lRM��7HEN�-RS��2ANGLE�REACHED�DOWN�TO�GRAB�
HER�HAND��-ICHELLE�HELD�IT�IN�TIGHT�AGAINST�HER�BREAST��(ER�FACE�HAD�TURNED�RED�TOO�NOW��
BUT�SHE�STILL�HADN�T�SAID�A�WORD�
� h0LEASE�v�-RS��2ANGLE�SAID��h0LEASE�v
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h-ARLENE��PLEASE��PLEASE�ANSWER��3OMETHING�INCREDIBLE�HAS�HAPPENED��,OIS�WAS�DUPED�
BY�A�CON�MAN��3HE�TOOK�HIM�INTO�HER�HOME�AND�NEARLYx�v
� !�CLICK�AND�THEN�A�SCREECH�SOUNDED�THROUGH�THE�LINE��h-OTHER��WHAT�ARE�YOU�
TALKING�ABOUT�v
� h9OU�ARE�HOME�v



0ING�����0ONG

� h9ES��)�M�HERE��)�JUST�CAME�IN��7HAT�S�HAPPENING�UP�THERE�v
� h/H��-ARLENE��YOU�WOULDN�T�BELIEVE� IT��!�MAN�ESCAPED�FROM�HIS�DAUGHTER�S�
HOME�AND�CAME�TO�3ANTA�#RUZ�AND�TALKED�,OIS�INTO�LETTING�HIM�STAY�IN�HER�TRAILER��4HE�
POLICE�HAD�BEEN�LOOKING�FOR�THE�MAN�FOR�DAYS�v
� h7HAT�HAD�HE�DONE�v
� h)�DON�T�KNOW��,OIS�MET�HIM�SOMEWHERE�DOWNTOWN��(E�SWEETTALKED�HER�AND�SHE�
LET�HIM�COME�HOME�WITH�HER��4WO�DAYS�LATER�HE�CAME�BACK�ALONE�AND�)�CALLED�THE�POLICE�v
� h!RE�YOU�SURE�ABOUT�THIS��MOTHER�v
� h7HAT�DO�YOU�MEAN�v
� h)�MEAN��ARE�YOU�SURE�THIS�IS�WHAT�HAPPENED�v
� h/F�COURSE�)�M�SURE��-ARLENE��THE�POLICE�WERE�HERE�FOR�AN�HOUR��4HEY�LEFT�NOT�
TEN�MINUTES�AGO�v
� h/KAY��WELL��AS�LONG�AS�YOU�RE�OKAY�v
� h/H��)�M�lNE��)�M�A�HERO�v
� -ARLENE�SAID�NOTHING�FOR�A�MOMENT��h-OTHER��MAYBE�IT�WOULD�BE�BETTER�IF�YOU�
LEFT�,OIS�ALONE��,ET�HER�DEAL�WITH�HER�OWN�PROBLEMS��9OU�DON�T�HAVE�TO�GET�INVOLVED�v
� h-ARLENE��SHE�S�TOO�TRUSTING��3HE�LET�A�STRANGER�STAY�THE�NIGHT��(E�COULD�HAVE�
BEEN�ANYONE�v
� h/KAY��9OU�RE� RIGHT��-AYBE� SHE� SHOULD�HAVE�BEEN�A� LITTLE� LESS� TRUSTING��"UT�
DON�T�WORRY�ABOUT�HER�TOO�MUCH��ALL�RIGHT�v
� h7E�HAVE�TO�WATCH�OUT�FOR�EACH�OTHER��-ARLENE��)F�WE�DON�T��WHO�WILL�v
� h9OU�RE�RIGHT��)S�EVERYTHING�ELSE�OKAY�v
� h-ARLENE�v
� h9ES��MOTHER�v
� h0LEASE�TELL�-ICHELLE�WHAT�)�DID��-AKE�HER�UNDERSTAND�HOW�GOOD�)�WAS�v
� h-OTHER��-ICHELLE�DOESN�T�WANT�TO�KNOW��3HE�HAS�HER�OWN�LIFE�TO�WORRY�ABOUT�v
� h7HEN�WILL�SHE�COME�BACK��-ARLENE�v
� h)�DON�T�KNOW��MOTHER��7HEN�SHE�S�NOT�ANGRY�ANYMORE�v
� h)T�S�BEEN�SO�LONG��(OW�CAN�SHE�BE�ANGRY�FOR�TEN�YEARS�v
� h-ICHELLE�IS�A�STRANGE�PERSON��)�CAN�T�GET�THROUGH�TO�HER�EITHER�v
� h7AS�)�EVER�SO�BAD�AS�SHE�SAYS�v
� h-OTHER��)�VE�GOT�DINNER�IN�THE�OVEN��)�NEED�TO�GO��ALL�RIGHT�v
� h9OU�RE�EATING�EARLY�v
� h9ES��WE�RE�EATING�EARLY��%RIN�HAS�A�SCHOOL�FUNCTION�THIS�EVENING�v
� h/H��WHAT�IS�IT�v
� h)�CAN�T�REMEMBER�RIGHT�NOW��)�VE�GOT�TO�GO�v
� h0LEASE�TELL�HER��-ARLENE��4ELL�HER�)�STILL�LOVE�HER�v
� h-OTHER��)�VE�GOT�TO�GO�v

� -RS��2ANGLE�WAS�JUST�lNISHING�HER�MORNING�BOWL�OF�OAT�BRAN�WHEN�SHE�SAW�
,OIS�EMERGE�FROM�HER�TRAILER�WEARING�A�LARGE�STRAW�HAT��-RS��2ANGLE�STEPPED�QUICKLY�
OVER�TO�THE�DOOR�AND�OPENED�IT��h!RE�YOU�ALL�RIGHT��,OIS�v
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� h'O�BACK�INSIDE��-RS��2ANGLE�v�,OIS�SAID�SHARPLY�
� h$ID�THEY�TAKE�HIM�BACK�HOME��(IS�CHILDREN��)�MEAN�v
� h-RS��2ANGLE��WHY�DID�YOU�CALL�THE�POLICE�v
� h(E�WAS�BREAKING�INTO�YOUR�HOME�v
� h.O�HE�WASN�T��)�GAVE�HIM�A�KEY��)�M�ENTITLED�TO�HAVE�A�GUEST�IN�MY�HOME��-RS��
2ANGLE��)�M�ENTITLED�TO�MY�PRIVACY�v
� h"UT�YOU�DIDN�T�KNOW�HIM��9OU�DIDN�T�KNOW�WHAT�HE�COULD�HAVE�DONE�TO�YOU�v
� h-RS��2ANGLE��GO�BACK�INSIDE�AND�LEAVE�ME�ALONE�v
� h)�WAS�ONLY�TRYING�TO�HELP�YOU��,OIS��)�WOULD�WANT�A�NEIGHBOR�TO�DO�THE�SAME�
FOR�ME�v
� h*UST�STAY�OUT�OF�MY�BUSINESS��(AVEN�T�YOU�LEARNED�YOUR�LESSON�BY�NOW�v
� h7HAT�LESSON�v
� h.EVER�MIND��-RS��2ANGLE��*UST�WORRY�ABOUT�YOUR�DAUGHTER�AND�DON�T�BOTHER�ME�v
� 4HIS� REFERENCE� TO�HER�DAUGHTER�KNOCKED�-RS��2ANGLE�BACK�ON�HER�HEELS��!�
CHILL�WIND�MOVED�THROUGH�HER�AND�SHE�FELT�LIGHTHEADED��3HE�CLOSED�THE�DOOR�AND�SAT�
IN�THE�CHAIR�BENEATH�THE�WINDOW��,OIS�ALWAYS�ACTED�AS�THOUGH�SHE�JUST�WANTED�TO�BE�
LEFT�ALONE��BUT�HERE�SHE�D�BEEN�EAVESDROPPING�THE�WHOLE�TIME��"UT�KNOWING�THIS�ABOUT�
,OIS��KNOWING�THAT�SHE�WASN�T�AS�ALOOF�AS�SHE�ACTED��WAS�COLD�COMFORT��,OIS�HAD�THROWN�
A�DAGGER�AND�HIT�-RS��2ANGLE�RIGHT�IN�THE�HEART�
� /VER�THE�NEXT�FEW�DAYS�-RS��2ANGLE�WATCHED�,OIS�EVEN�MORE�CAREFULLY��,OIS�
WAS�BACK�TO�HER�USUAL�ROUTINE��COMING�AND�GOING�FROM�HER�TRAILER�ALONE��CARRYING�HER�
MAGAZINE�TO�THE�CAF£S�DOWNTOWN��WATERING�HER�LAVENDER�AND�HER�FOUR�O�CLOCKS��3OME�
NEIGHBORS� STOPPED� TO� TALK� WITH� HER� OCCASIONALLY�� BUT� THE� CONVERSATIONS� WERE� EITHER�
ABOUT�MUNDANE�THINGS�LIKE�THE�WEATHER��OR�THEY�WERE�WHISPERED��.O�MATTER�HOW�HARD�
SHE�STRAINED��-RS��2ANGLE�COULDN�T�MAKE�THEM�OUT�
� !S�-RS��2ANGLE�SAT�AT�THE�WINDOW��WATCHING��SHE�FEARED�THAT�,OIS�WOULD�SEE�
HER�THERE�AND�SAY�SOME�NEW�HURTFUL�THING��BUT�,OIS�DIDN�T�EVEN�TURN�HER�HEAD�IN�-RS��
2ANGLE�S�DIRECTION��4HAT�WAS�THE�MOST�MADDENING�PART�OF�IT�ALL��THAT�,OIS�COULD�GO�ON�
WITH�HER�ROUTINE�AS�THOUGH�SHE�HADN�T�SHOUTED�THAT�INSULT��AS�THOUGH�THE�PAIN�SHE�D�
CAUSED�WASN�T�WORTH�AN�APOLOGY��NOT�EVEN�AN�ACKNOWLEDGEMENT�
� 4WO�WEEKS�AFTER�THE�DAY�THE�POLICE�ARRIVED��-RS��2ANGLE�WOKE�IN�THE�NIGHT�
TO�SOME�STRANGE�SOUNDS��3HE�STOOD�FROM�HER�BED�AND�QUIETLY�SLID�THE�WINDOW�OPEN��
4HE�CLARITY�OF�THE�SOUNDS�IMPROVED��BUT�THEY�WERE�STILL�MUFmED��,OIS�S�PORCHLIGHT�WAS�
ON�� WHICH� MEANT� SOMEONE� HAD� COME� THROUGH� THE� DOOR� IN� THE� LAST� lVE� MINUTES�
THE�MOTIONSENSOR�TURNED�IT�OFF�UNLESS�THERE�WAS�MORE�MOVEMENT�AND�IN�THE�LIGHT�
BLEEDING�BACK�ALONG�THE�SIDE�OF�THE�TRAILER��SHE�SAW�THAT�,OIS�S�LOUVERED�WINDOWS�HAD�
BEEN�SHUT��4HOUGH�SHE�COULDN�T�MAKE�OUT�ANY�PARTICULAR�WORDS��IT�WAS�CLEAR�,OIS�HAD�
A�MAN�WITH�HER��-RS��2ANGLE�HEARD�A�PEAL�OF�LAUGHTER��)T�SOUNDED�FAMILIAR��4HE�MAN�
WITH�THE�ASCOT�HAD�COME�BACK�
� 4HE�TELEPHONE�WAS�IN�THE�KITCHEN��JUST�A�FEW�FEET�AWAY��)T�SEEMED�IMPORTANT�TO�
CALL��4HE�MAN�S�CHILDREN�WOULD�BE�WORRIED�SICK��)T�WOULDN�T�BE�RIGHT�TO�LET�THEM�GO�ON�
SITTING�ALONE�SOMEWHERE��WONDERING��7ITH�HER�TOES��SHE�LOCATED�HER�SLIPPERS�UNDER�THE�
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BED�AND�WORKED�HER�FEET�INTO�THEM��3HE�HEARD�,OIS�SQUEAL��)T�WAS�A�SHARP�CRY��AS�THOUGH�
IN� FRIGHT�� -RS�� 2ANGLE� WENT� BACK� TO� THE� WINDOW� AND� KEPT� HERSELF� MOTIONLESS�� HER�
MUSCLES�TAUT��HER�BREATHING�BATED��,OIS�SQUEALED�AGAIN��!ND�NOW�THERE�WAS�A�KNOCKING�
SOUND�� SOMETHING�HAVING� FALLEN� TO� THE�mOOR� IN� THERE��-ORE�KNOCKS� FOLLOWED��4HEY�
WERE� DESULTORY� AT� lRST�� THEN� THEY� BECAME� RHYTHMIC�� ,OIS� SQUEALED� AGAIN� AND� THEN�
MOANED��-RS��2ANGLE�RAN�FOR�THE�PHONE�AND�PICKED�IT�UP��4HE�DIAL�TONE�BUZZED�IN�HER�
EAR��h/H��#HRISTOPHER�v�,OIS�CALLED�OUT��h/H��MY�v
� -RS��2ANGLE�HELD�HER�lNGER�OVER�THE�BUTTONS��4EARS�WERE�lLLING�HER�EYES��4HE�
HAND�THAT�HELD�THE�PHONE�TREMBLED��3HE�HEARD�ANOTHER�CRY��BUT�THIS�ONE�WAS�HER�OWN��
3HE�CLUTCHED�HER�NIGHTGOWN�AT�THE�THROAT��BUT�ANOTHER�CRY�CAME��THEN�ANOTHER�
3HE�HUNG�UP�THE�PHONE�

4HE�%ND
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2OBOT�2�2�\�%RIC�*OYNER
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4HE�5SUAL�3USPECTS�\�%RIC�*OYNER
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'ENTLE�-AX�\�%RIC�*OYNER
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"IG�3UR�S�"EST�!MBASSADOR��!N�!PPRECIATION�OF�(ENRY�-ILLER�S�"IG�3UR�AND�THE�
/RANGES�OF�(IERONYMUS�"OSCH

h(ENRY�-ILLER�HAS�LITTLE�IMPORTANCE�IN
.EW�9ORK��BUT�ON�THE�WEST�COAST��WHERE
HE�LIVES��HE�IS�TAKEN�FOR�A�GENIUS�v

��3IMONE�DE�"EAUVOIR������

2EREADING� THE� FAVORITE� BOOKS� OF� ONE�S� YOUTH� CAN� BE� DANGEROUS�� OR� AT� LEAST�
DISAPPOINTING��4HEY�RARELY�MEASURE�UP�TO�THE�IMAGE�AND�INmUENCE�THEY�HAD�UPON�

lRST�ENCOUNTER��4HAT�HAS�TOO�OFTEN�BEEN�MY�SAD�EXPERIENCE��AT�LEAST��"UT�(ENRY�-ILLER�
HAS�BEEN�A�HAPPY�EXCEPTION�
� "ACK�IN�THE�����S��)�DROVE�HUNDREDS�OF�MILES�TO�"IG�3UR�AS�SOON�AS�)�HAD�A�
DRIVER�S�LICENSE�AND�A�CAR��$RAWN�THERE�BY�THE�BOOKS�OF�-ILLER��2ICHARD�"RAUTIGAN��AND�
*ACK�+EROUAC��)�WAS�NOT�DISAPPOINTED��EVEN�THOUGH�MANY�YEARS�TOO�LATE�FOR�ANY�KIND�
OF�hSCENEv��-ILLER�HAD�MOVED�TO�,OS�!NGELES��THE�OTHER�WRITERS�)�D�READ�WERE�ALSO�GONE�
AND�EVEN�THE�SHORTLIVED�hHIPPIEv�mOURISHING�THERE�HAD�DEGENERATED�INTO�SOMETHING�
LESS�THAN�GROOVY��!LTHOUGH�THERE�WAS�STILL�A�SIGN�ON�THE�DOOR�OF�ONE�LOCAL�EATERY�READING�
h./�()00)%3v	�
� "UT�)� LOVED�"IG�3UR��AND�VISITED�WHENEVER�)�COULD��CAMPING�AND�HIKING�ALL�
OVER�THE�BEACHES�AND�HILLS�AND�IN�MY�OLD�67�VAN��)�RECALL�WATCHING�THE�GLOW�OF�THE�
HUGE�-ARBLECONE�lRE�IN������AND�RIDING�MY�BIKE�TO�THE�GIANT�LANDSLIDE�THAT�SHUT�THE�
HIGHWAY�FOR�MONTHS�IN�������3OME�GOOD�FRIENDS�HAD�A�HOUSE�ON�0FEIFFER�2IDGE�AND�)�
FREELOADED�THERE�WHENEVER�)�COULD�AS�WELL��)�HAVE�MANY�GOOD�MEMORIES�LODGED�ALL�OVER�
"IG�3UR�AND�QUITE�A�FEW�FUZZY�ONES�AS�WELL��)�STILL�WISH�IT�WAS�PERMITTED��OR�AT�LEAST�EASY��
TO�SNEAK�IN�TO�THE�HOT�TUBS�AT�%SALEN�IN�THE�MIDDLE�OF�THE�NIGHT��"UT�ONE�CAN�STILL�WALK�
OUT�TO�THE�BEACH�AT�!NDREW�-OLERA�PARK�AND�SURF�ONE�OF�THE�MOST�SCENIC�WAVES�ON�
EARTH��OR�CONTRACT�HORRIBLE�POISON�OAK�RASHES�IN�MANY�BEAUTIFUL�CANYONS��OR�WALK�OUT�
ONTO�"IXBY�"RIDGE�AND�LOOK�DOWN�UPON�THE�LITTLE�BEACH�WHERE�*ACK�+EROUAC�SUFFERED�
HIS�DELIRIUM�TREMENS�AND�!LLEN�'INSBERG�SOARED�ON�ACID�ALL�THE�WAY�TO�!SIA�AND�BACK�
� )�KEPT�READING�WHATEVER�)�COULD�ABOUT�THE�PLACE�AS�WELL��FROM�LITERATURE�AND�
POETRY�TO�NATURAL�HISTORY��-Y�INITIAL�INFATUATION�WITH�AUTHORS�LIKE�+EROUAC�FADED�AS�THE�
ADOLESCENT�ROMANTIC�IMAGE�OF�ALCOHOLIC�PARANOID�MELTDOWNS�FADED��4HE�lRST�BOOK�)�
READ�SET�IN�THIS�MAGICAL�PLACE��"RAUTIGAN�S�#ONFEDERATE�'ENERAL�FROM�"IG�3UR��STILL�ELICITS�
SMILES��)�COLLECTED�WHAT�)�COULD�lND�ABOUT�THE�REGION��AND�EVEN�RENTED�AND�WATCHED�
THE�MOSTLY�LAUGHABLE�EARLY�����S�%LIZABETH�4AYLOR�lLM�4HE�3ANDPIPER�ONLY�BECAUSE�
IT�WAS�SET�AND�lLMED�IN�"IG�3UR��/N�THE�OTHER�EXTREME�OF�QUALITY��SOME�OF�2OBINSON�
*EFFERS��POETRY�SET�ON�THIS�COAST�IS�UNDENIABLY�TIMELESS�

-.�0��"�#&#!
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� "UT�-ILLER�S������BOOK�"IG�3UR�AND�THE�/RANGES�OF�(IERONYMUS�"OSCH�REMAINS�
FOR�ME�THE�ULTIMATE�"IG�3UR�BOOK��&ROM�THE�BLACK�AND�WHITE�COVER��FEATURING�A�lNE�
SWEEPING� PHOTO� LOOKING� SOUTH� ON� THE� COAST� WITH� SOME� OF� "OSCH�S� FANTASMAGORICAL�
lGURES�PLAYING� IN� 0ARADISE�� SUPERIMPOSED� ON� A� MEADOW� OVER� THE� SEA�THROUGH�
-ILLER�S�HISTORICAL�OVERVIEW�OF�THE�REGION�THROUGH�HIS�OWN�HISTORY�THERE��IT�IS�ONE�OF�HIS�
MORE�COMPELLING�READS��)T�ENTICED�ME�TO�THEN�DIG�INTO�SOME�OF�HIS�OTHER�CLASSICS�LIKE�
THE�h4ROPICSv�BOOKS��"LACK�3PRING��AND�OTHERS��)�THEN�READ�A�COUPLE�OF�BOOKS�ABOUT�
HIM��INCLUDING�THE�BIOGRAPHIES�BY�*AY�-ARTIN�AND�%RICA�*ONG�
� )�EVENTUALLY�CAME�TO�THINK�THAT�"IG�3UR�MAY�HAVE�SAVED�-ILLER�S�LIFE��AND�THUS�
THE�ELEGIAC��GRATEFULTOBEALIVE�TENOR�OF�HIS�h"IG�3URv��"EFORE�HIS�ARRIVAL�THERE�HE��AT�
LEAST�ACCORDING�TO�THE�BOOKS��WAS�IN�CONSTANT�STRUGGLE�WITH�WOMEN��MONEY��HIS�MUSE��
POVERTY��HIS�OWN�PSYCHE��(E�SEEMED�TO�BE�PROTESTING�TOO�MUCH�ABOUT�HOW�hHAPPYv�
HE�WAS�IN�THOSE�EARLIER�DECADES��LIKE�ONE�TRYING�TO�CONVINCE�HIMSELF�OF�HIS�OWN�JOY�IN�
LIFE��&OR�ALL�THE�ARTISTIC�CLAMOR�OF�HIS�FAMED�EARLIER�WORK��IT�SEEMED�THAT�HAPPINESS��OR�
AT�LEAST�SOME�SORT�OF�PEACE�OF�MIND��ELUDED�HIM�
� "UT�THEN��ALREADY�WELL�INTO�MIDDLE�AGE��HE�FOUND�"IG�3UR��AND�THAT�FULlLLMENT�
HE�HAD�SOUGHT�FOR�AND�PREACHED�OF��!ND�HE�WROTE�ABOUT�IT�WITH�A�NEW�SENSE�OF�JOY��OF�
FORGETTING�HIMSELF�AS�MUCH�AS�POSSIBLE�AND�lNDING�THE�APPRECIATION�OF�LIFE��DAY�BY�DAY��
THAT�SO�MANY�OF�HIS�OWN�FAVORITE�WRITERS�AND�SAGES�HAD�SPOKEN�OF��4HE�FRANKLY�SEXUAL�
SALACIOUSNESS�IN�SOME�OF�THIS�WORK�THAT�MADE�HIM�FAMOUS�AND�INFAMOUS�AND�WHICH�
MADE�A�GIRLFRIEND�OF�MINE�BLUSH�AND�SAY�h/H�MY��(ENRY�v�AS�SHE�READ�3EXUS�IN�OUR�"IG�
3UR�CAMPSITE�GAVE�WAY�TO�A�MORE�NUANCED�APPRECIATION�OF�LIFE�
� -ILLER�ADMITTED�FROM�WHENCE�HIS�NEW�APPRECIATION�OF�LIFE�AROSE��h)T�WAS�HERE�
IN�"IG�3UR�THAT�)�lRST�LEARNED�TO�SAY�@!MEN��v�HE�WROTE��h(ERE�)�WILL�lND�PEACE��(ERE�)�
SHALL�lND�THE�STRENGTH�TO�DO�THE�WORK�)�WAS�MADE�TO�DO�v
� !S�FOR�THE�EVIDENCE�THAT�HE�DID�SO��IT�IS�IN�HIS�BOOK��WHICH�YOU�SHOULD�READ�
YOURSELF��h)N�THE�"EGINNINGv�STARTS�WITH�A�TONE�BETWEEN�GEOLOGY�AND�MYSTICISM��h7HO�
LIVED�HERE�lRST��4ROGLODYTES�PERHAPS��4HE�)NDIAN�CAME�LATE��6ERY�LATE�v�-ILLER�CAME�LATER�
AND�PAID����PER�MONTH�FOR�HIS�lRST�hHOVELv�AT�!NDERSON�#REEK��WHILE�hMY�EARNINGS�
WERE�JUST�ABOUT�SUFlCIENT�TO�KEEP�A�GOAT�ALIVE�v�,ATER�HIS�PREVIOUS�WORK�STARTED�TO�SELL�
AND�ALLOWED�HIM�TO� LIVE�MORE�COMFORTABLY�AMONG�THE� TREES�AND�CLIFFS�AND�SUN�AND�
FOG��WITH�HIS�THIRD�WIFE�,EPSKA�AND�THEIR�CHILDREN�IN�h4HE�lRST�REAL�HOME�)�HAVE�EVER�
KNOWNv��(IS�WORDS�HERE�SHIFT�BETWEEN�DESCRIBING�THE�AWESOME�NATURAL�SURROUNDINGS��
INTRODUCING� HIS� SMALL� CIRCLE� OF� FRIENDS� AND� NEIGHBORS�� AND� RUMINATIONS� UPON� THE�
OUTSIDE�WORLD�AND��YES��THE�MEANING�OF�LIFE�AS�HE�SAW�IT��A�CONCLUDING�EXTENDED�TALE�OF�
A�DIFlCULT�VISITOR��#ONRAD�-ORICAND��HAS�ALWAYS�STRUCK�ME�AS�A�TACKEDON�ADDENDUM��
OTHERS�lND�IT�THEIR�FAVORITE�PART�OF�THE�BOOK	�
� 7RITING� IN� THE� WAKE� OF� HORRIBLE� WAR�� HE� ASSESSED� hPOLITICSv� AND� OBSERVED�
h9OU�NOW�THAT�TWO�LASCIVIOUS�MONKEYS�AT�THE�ZOO��TWO�MONKEYS�PICKING�mEAS�OFF�ONE�
ANOTHER�S�BACKSIDE��ARE�DOING�JUST�AS�GOOD�A�JOB�v�-ORE�BROADLY��h,IFE�IS�MAKING�NEW�
DEMANDS�UPON�US��4HE�COSMIC�CATACLYSMS�WHICH�ANCIENT�MAN�HAD�TO�FACE�HAVE�GIVEN�
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WAY�TO�MORAL�CATACLYSMS�v�!ND��4HE�GREAT�HOAX�WHICH�WE�ARE�PERPETUATING�EVERY�DAY�
OF�OUR�LIVES�IS�THAT�WE�ARE�MAKING�LIFE�EASIER��MORE�COMFORTABLE��MORE�ENJOYABLE��MORE�
PROlTABLE��7E�ARE�DOING�JUST�THE�CONTRARYx�/NE�UGLY�WORD�COVERS�IT�ALL��WASTE�v
� 4HUS��LIKE�4HOREAU�AT�HIS�POND�OR�-ILLER�S�DISTANT�NEIGHBOR�AND�CONTEMPORARY�
*EFFERS��-ILLER�WAS�ABLE�TO�SEE�MORE�CLEARLY�FROM�HIS�POINT�OF�BEAUTIFUL�GEOGRAPHIC�ISOLATION��
"UT� -ILLER� REMAINED� MUCH� LESS� STERN� THAN� *EFFERS� AND� MORE� HUMANLY� ENGAGED� THAN�
4HOREAU��HAVING�A�DIFFERENT�KIND�OF�GENIUS�AND�TEMPERAMENT��(E�MIXED�THE�PROSAIC�WITH�
THE�PROFOUND��WITH�HUMOR�THROUGHOUT��AS�WHEN�HE�AND�%MIL�7HITE� SIT�AT�A� TABLE� JUST�
OFF�THE�HIGHWAY�IN�FRONT�OF�WHAT�IS�NOW�THE�LIBRARY�AND�CULTURAL�CENTER�NAMED�FOR�-ILLER�
AND�A�TOURIST�PULLS�UP��h4HROWING�A�HALF�DOLLAR�ON�THE�TABLE��THE�MAN�ORDERED�COFFEE�AND�
SANDWICHES��HE�TOOK�IT�FOR�GRANTED�THAT�WE�WERE�RUNNING�A�ROADSIDE�CAF£�v
� .OW�YOU�CAN�INDEED�GET�COFFEE�AT�THAT�SAME�SPOT��OFTENTIMES�AT� LEAST��EACH�
TIME�)�DRINK�SOME��)�DO�SO�IN�-ILLER�S�HONOR��(E�lNISHED�HIS�"IG�3UR�BOOK�IN�������
AND�LIVED�IN�"IG�3UR�ITSELF�UNTIL�������LEAVING�JUST�AS�A�GENERATIONAL�TIDAL�WAVE�WASHED�
UPON� THE� WEST� COAST� AND� BEYOND�� ONE� PARTLY� OF� HIS� MAKING�� 9OUNGER� WRITERS� AND�
MANY� OTHERS� WOULD� BECOME� @BEATv�� POLITICIZED�� SEXUALIZED�� PSYCHEDELICIZED� IN� WAYS�
UNDREAMT�BEFORE�AT�LEAST�FOR�A�TIME��UNTIL�A�RELAPSE�INTO�GREED��MATERIALISM��AND�FEAR�
RECURRED��7E�RE�LIVING�AMID�THAT�NOW��WHICH�MAKES�READING�BOOKS�LIKE�-ILLER�S�ALL�THE�
MORE�IMPORTANT��-EANWHILE��AND�FOR�A�LONG�TIME�TO�COME��THE�SPIRIT�OF�(ENRY�-ILLER�
CHUCKLES�AMONG�THE�CLIFFS��LOOKING�OUT�AT�hSEA�AND�SKY�UNENDING�v
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(ENRY�-ILLER�ON�-USIC��!�2ECOLLECTION�BY�#HARLES�"ERNSTEIN� � �
FROM�&ILM�-USIC�AND�%VERYTHING�%LSE��4URNSTYLE�-USIC������	

4HIS�YEAR�IS�THE����TH�ANNIVERSARY�OF�THE�BIRTH�OF�AUTHOR�(ENRY�-ILLER��(ENRY�WAS�A�
LOVER�OF�MUSIC��(E�WAS�ALSO�A�LOVER�OF�WOMEN��AND�OF�LIFE��AND�OF�SO�MANY�THINGS��

)�HAD�BECOME�HIS�FAN�AT�THE�APPROPRIATE�AGE�LATE�ADOLESCENCE��EARLY�ADULTHOOD��AN�AGE�
HE�HIMSELF�NEVER�REALLY�EMERGED�FROM��FORTUNATELY�FOR�US	�
� )�AM�WRITING�HERE�TO�TELL�OF�HIS�LITTLE�KNOWN�MUSICAL�SIDE��AND�OF�MY�EXHILARATION�
AT�MEETING�HIM��)�MUST�ALSO�TELL�OF�MY�EXASPERATION�
� )�MET�(ENRY�-ILLER�FOR�THE�lRST�TIME�AT�HIS�HOUSE�IN�0ACIlC�0ALISADES��)T�WAS�A�
FEW�YEARS�BEFORE�HE�DIED��!N�INTIMATE�DINNER��!�MUTUAL�FRIEND��4WINKA�4HIEBAUD��HAD�
COOKED�THE�MEAL�
� (E�COMMITTED�BLASPHEMY�THAT�NIGHT��.OT�AN�UNUSUAL�ACT�FOR�A�MAN�WHO�EARNED�
BOTH�HIS�LIVELIHOOD�AND�HIS�REPUTATION�BEING�IRREVERENT��INDELICATE��AND�SOMETIMES�JUST�
NASTY�IN�PRINT���.OT�TO�MENTION�BRILLIANT��SPONTANEOUS��AND�INSPIRED	��"UT�THAT�NIGHT�
HE�CROSSED�THE�LINE�
� h#HARLES�v�HE� SAID�AFTER� CONSIDERING�ME� FOR�A� LONG�MOMENT�� hWHAT�DO�YOU�
THINK�OF�"ACH�������*OHANN�3EBASTIAN�"ACH�v
� 7HAT�DID�)�THINK�OF�"ACH��7HAT�A�QUESTION�
� h7ELL�v�)�VENTURED��h)�WOULD�SAY�THAT�IF�'OD�WERE�TO�MANIFEST�IN�THE�FORM�OF�
MUSICAL�SOUND��IT�WOULD�HAVE�TO�BE�THE�MUSIC�OF�"ACHv�
� h)�SEE�v�HE�REPLIED��NODDING�THOUGHTFULLY�
� )�ELABORATED��h)�NEVER�SEEM�TO�TIRE�OF�"ACH��4HE�AMAZING�WEDDING�OF�PASSION��
REASON��AND�SHEER�PERFECTION�IN�"ACH�S�WORKS��4RUE�MASTERY��3UBLIME�v��4HIS�WAS�CLEARLY�
A�SUBJECT�CLOSE�TO�MY�HEART��AND�ONE�)�HAD�SPENT�YEARS�NURTURING�	�h)�SUPPOSE�"ACH�
COMMANDS�THE�MUSICAL�LANGUAGE�IN�A�WAY�THAT�HAS�NEVER�BEEN�EQUALED�OR�SURPASSED�TO�
THIS�DAY�v�)�CONCLUDED�
� h)�SEE�v�HE�SAID�AGAIN�
� (ENRY�LOOKED�AT�ME�A�LONG�MOMENT�WITHOUT�BLINKING��4HEN�HE�NODDED�ONCE�
MORE�AND�SPOKE�MATTEROFFACTLY�
� h)�DON�T�CARE�FOR�THE�MAN�S�MUSIC�AT�ALL��YOU�KNOW��9OU�MIGHT�SAY�)�DETEST�IT�v�
HE�SAID�SIMPLY�
� )�SWALLOWED�HARD��&OR�AN�INSTANT�)�THOUGHT�HE�WAS�JOKING��(E�WASN�T�
� h9OU�RE�JUST�SAYING�THIS�BECAUSE�YOU�KNOW�)�M�A�MUSICIAN�AND�YOU�KNOW�YOU�LL�
GET�A�KNEEJERK�RESPONSE�TO�AMUSE�YOU��4HE�FACT�IS��IT�S�NOT�POSSIBLE�TO�DETEST�"ACH��)T�S�
LIKE�DETESTING�NATURE��mOWERS��AND�TREES�OR�SOMETHING���)�ACTUALLY�SAID�THIS�	
� (ENRY� SHOOK� HIS� HEAD�� h.EVER� DID� LIKE� HIM�� 2EMINDS� ME� OF� CLOCKS��6ERY�
'ERMANIC��OR�3WISS��9OU�SEE��IT�S�ALL�SO�MECHANICAL��DRILLS��RIGID�STUFF�v�HE�EXPLAINED�
� 3O��)�THOUGHT�TO�MYSELF��)�HAVE�BEEN�SENT�HERE�TO�ENLIGHTEN�THIS�BENIGHTED�OLD�

�@9JD=K��=JFKL=AF
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MAN�TO�4HE�4RUTH��(E�IS�A�HERETIC��!�NONBELIEVER��4HIS�IS�MY�OPPORTUNITY�TO�WIN�A�SOUL�
FOR�*��3��"ACH��4O�LEAD�A�FAMOUS�BUT�MISGUIDED�OLD�FELLOW�OUT�OF�DARKNESS�AND�INTO�THE�
LIGHT�OF�REASON�AND�ACCEPTANCE�
� 7HAT�FOLLOWED�WAS��OF�COURSE��UTTERLY�FRUSTRATING��)�PROCEEDED��h"UT��(ENRY��
YOU� ALREADY� TOLD� ME� HOW� MUCH� YOU� LOVE� MUSIC��9OU� SAID� YOU� WANTED� TO� LEARN� TO�
IMPROVISE� AT� THE� PIANO�� "ACH� WAS� PROBABLY� THE� GREATEST� MUSICIAN� AND� KEYBOARD�
IMPROVISER�OF�ALL�TIME�v
� (ENRY� SHRUGGED�� h(E� SOUNDS� LIKE� SCHOOL�� DON�T� YOU� KNOW�� )T� GETS� ON� MY�
NERVES��THAT�REPETITIOUS�STUFF��)�CAN�T�LISTEN�TO�IT�v
� 3O��lNALLY�)�ASKED�HIM�WHO�HE�DOES�LISTEN�TO�SINCE�HE�LOVES�MUSIC�SO�MUCH��(E�
DIDN�T�HESITATE��(IS�ANSWER�WAS�3CRIABIN�
� !LEXANDER�3CRIABIN��)T�WAS�BECOMING�CLEAR�TO�ME�THAT�(ENRY�-ILLER�WAS�BORN�
TO�IRRITATE�PEOPLE��)�CONCEDED�THAT�THERE�WAS�A�PLACE�IN�THE�MUSICAL�lRMAMENT�FOR�-R��
3CRIABIN��BUT�THAT�IT�WASN�T�ABOVE�*OHANN�3EBASTIAN�"ACH�
� (ENRY�BECAME�ANIMATED��h3CRIABIN�SPEAKS�TO�THE�SOUL��YOU�SEE�WHAT�)�MEAN��
)T�S�A�VERY�MYSTERIOUS�BUSINESS�v�(E�REPEATED�THIS�LAST�PHRASE�WITH�GLAZED�EYES��h!�VERY�
MYSTERIOUS�BUSINESS��#HARLES��9OU�SEE�MY�POINT��DON�T�YOU��)T�S�FOR�THE�SOUL��THIS�KIND�
OF�MUSIC�v
� h!ND�"ACH�S�3T��-ATTHEW�0ASSION�v�)�INQUIRED��hTHAT�S�NOT�FOR�THE�SOUL�v
� (ENRY�JUST�LOOKED�MILDLY�PUZZLED��h)�VE�NEVER�UNDERSTOOD�WHAT�YOU�MUSICIANS�
SEE�IN�THIS�GUY�S�MUSIC��-AYBE�IT�S�BECAUSE�ALL�OF�YOU�ARE�BROUGHT�UP�ON�IT��-Y�FRIEND�
*ACOB�'IMPL�PLAYS�THE�MOST�BEAUTIFUL�PIANO��DON�T�YOU�KNOW��BUT�WE�NEVER�SEE�EYE�TO�
EYE�WHEN�IT�COMES�TO�"ACH�v
� !H�HA��)�THOUGHT�TO�MYSELF��)T�WAS�AT�THAT�POINT�THAT�)�REALIZED�HOW�HE�MUST�
HAVE�HAD�THIS�LITTLE�DEBATE�MANY�TIMES�BEFORE��0ROBABLY�LATE�AT�NIGHT�OVER�"RANDY�WITH�
'IMPL��,ORD�KNOWS�HOW�MANY�OTHER�MUSICIANS�HE�BAITED�THROUGH�THE�YEARS�WITH�THIS�
SAME�PLOY�IN�0ARIS�OR�"IG�3UR�OR�.EW�9ORK�
� )T�S�ALMOST�IRRESISTIBLE�TO�A�MUSICIAN��THIS�KIND�OF�CHALLENGE��)F�-ILLER�HAD�BEEN�
A�LESSER�MIND��OR�"ACH�A�LESSER�FORCE�THEN�IT�WOULD�HAVE�BEEN�EASIER�FOR�ME�TO�LET�THE�
WHOLE� THING�DROP��"UT�HOW�COULD�-ILLER��OF�ALL�PEOPLE��NOT�BE�MOVED��(OW�COULD�
HE�NOT�IDENTIFY�WITH�THE�FREEDOM��THE�POWER��THE�VITALITY�AT�LEAST��IN�"ACH�S�KEYBOARD�
WORKS��)�MIGHT�EVEN�HAVE�LET�IT�DROP�IF�THE�SUBJECT�HAD�BEEN�-OZART��OR�MY�BELOVED�
"EETHOVEN��"UT�THE�"�-INOR�-ASS��4HE�0ASSIONS��4HE�-USICAL�/FFERING��4HE�!RT�OF�
&UGUE��THE�3UITES��0RELUDES��AND�&UGUES��)�TRULY�COULDN�T�CONCEIVE�OF�A�(ENRY�-ILLER�
WHO�WOULD�PLACE�ANY�LESSER�LUMINARY�ABOVE�ALL�THAT�
� .ATURALLY��OUR�HEATED�MUSICAL�DISCUSSION�THAT�EVENING�WAS�FOR�NAUGHT��!FTER�
SEVERAL�ROUNDS��WE�TURNED�TO�SAFER�TERRITORY��!�MUTUAL�LOVE�OF�THE�BICYCLE��)T�ALL�ENDED�
ON�AN�AMIABLE�NOTE� AS� )�QUIZZED�HIM� THOROUGHLY� ABOUT�HIS� CHILDHOOD�MEMORIES�� )�
HAD�BEEN�RESEARCHING�THE�HISTORY�OF�CYCLING��AND�WAS�FASCINATED�WITH�ALL�HIS�lRST�HAND�
ACCOUNTS��)�BROUGHT�UP�THE�OLD�3IX$AY�"ICYCLE�-ARATHONS�IN�-ADISON�3QUARE�'ARDEN��
WHICH��IT�TURNS�OUT��HE�HAD�ATTENDED�AS�A�BOY��(E�WAS�THE�ONLY�PERSON�)�HAD�EVER�MET�
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WHO�SEEMED�TO�UNDERSTAND�THE�hGHOST�IN�THE�MACHINEv�QUALITY�OF�BICYCLES��4HE�HUMAN�
QUALITY�
� 4HE�FOLLOWING�YEAR��(ENRY�PUBLISHED�A�SEQUEL�TO�HIS�"OOK�OF�&RIENDS��)�WAS�
SURPRISED�TO�SEE�THAT�THE�lNAL�CHAPTER�WAS�DEVOTED�TO�HIS�h"EST�&RIEND�v�(E�BEGAN�THAT�
CHAPTER�BY�WRITING��h"ELIEVE�IT�OR�NOT�IT�WAS�MY�"IKE�v�4HEN�HE�WENT�ON�TO�DESCRIBE�
THE�3IX$AY�2ACES�AND�-ADISON�3QUARE�'ARDEN�
� !S�)�THINK�BACK�ON�THAT�EVENING��)�M�CONVINCED�THAT�DESPITE�HIS�ICONOCLASTIC�
GLEE�IN�"ACHBASHING��-ILLER�TRULY�BELIEVED�THAT�THE�MUSE�SPOKE�THROUGH�-R��3CRIABIN�
AND�NOT�*OHANN�3EBASTIAN��)�ADMIT�THAT�S�HARD�FOR�ME��A�TRUE�-ILLER�FAN	�TO�SWALLOW��
"UT�THEN��THE�WRITINGS�OF�(ENRY�-ILLER�ARE�NOT�DISSIMILAR�IN�SOME�WAYS�TO�THE�MUSIC�
OF� 3CRIABIN�� 5NPREMEDITATED� IN� SPIRIT�� "RASH� AND� IRREVERENT� IN� THE� FACE� OF� THE� OLD�
MASTERS��!ND�INDEED�-ILLER�TOO�hSPEAKS�TO�THE�SOULv��AS�HE�PUT�IT	�OF�A�hVERY�MYSTERIOUS�
BUSINESS�v
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*ONATHAN�!MES�IS�THE�AUTHOR�OF�)�0ASS�,IKE�.IGHT��4HE�%XTRA�-AN��7HAT�S�.OT�TO�
,OVE���-Y�,ESS�4HAN�3ECRET�,IFE��7AKE�5P��3IR���AND�)�,OVE�9OU�-ORE�4HAN�9OU�+NOW��
(IS�GRAPHIC�NOVEL��4HE�!LCOHOLIC��WILL�BE�PUBLISHED�IN�3EPTEMBER������BY�$#�
#OMICS�AND�A�NEW�COLLECTION�OF�lCTION�AND�ESSAYS��4HE�$OUBLE�,IFE�IS�4WICE�AS�'OOD��
WILL�BE�OUT�IN�������WWW�JONATHANAMES�COM�

%LLEN�"ASS�S�POETRY�INCLUDES�4HE�(UMAN�,INE��#OPPER�#ANYON������	��NAMED�A�
.OTABLE�"OOK�OF������BY�THE�3AN�&RANCISCO�#HRONICLE��AND�-ULES�OF�,OVE��"/!��
����	�WINNER�OF�THE�,AMBDA�,ITERARY�!WARD��(ER�WORK�HAS�BEEN�PUBLISHED�IN�4HE�
!TLANTIC�-ONTHLY��4HE�!MERICAN�0OETRY�2EVIEW��0LOUGHSHARES��&IELD��AND�4HE�+ENYON�
2EVIEW��3HE�COEDITED��WITH�&LORENCE�(OWE��.O�-ORE�-ASKS��!N�!NTHOLOGY�OF�0OEMS�BY�
7OMEN�AND�HER�NONlCTION�BOOKS�INCLUDE�&REE�9OUR�-IND�AND�4HE�#OURAGE�TO�(EAL��
3HE�TEACHES�IN�THE�-&!�PROGRAM�AT�0ACIlC�5NIVERSITY��WWW�ELLENBASS�COM�

(UGH�"EHM3TEINBERG�IS�THE�AUTHOR�OF�3HY�'REEN�&IELDS��.O�4ELL�"OOKS	�AND�3ORCERY�
�$USIE	��(IS�POEMS�CAN�BE�FOUND�IN�SUCH�PLACES�AS�SUCH�PLACES�AS�#ROWD��6E24��6OLT��
3PORK��#UE��3LOPE��!UGHT��3WERVE��&ENCE��AND�:EEK��AS�WELL�AS�OTHER��MORE�MULTISYLLABIC�
PLACES��(E�TEACHES�IN�THE�GRADUATE�WRITING�PROGRAM�AT�#ALIFORNIA�#OLLEGE�OF�THE�!RTS��
WHERE�HE�IS�THE�FACULTY�EDITOR�OF�%LEVEN�%LEVEN�

#HARLES�"ERNSTEIN�HAS�COMPOSED�SCORES�FOR�OVER�����MOTION�PICTURES��!CADEMY�
!WARD�WINNING�DOCUMENTARIES��MADEFORTELEVISION�lLMS��AND�MINISERIES��7HEN�NOT�
WRITING�MUSIC��HE�IS�WRITING�ABOUT�MUSIC��(IS�WRITINGS�HAVE�WON�THE�!3#!0�$EEMS�
4AYLOR�3PECIAL�2ECOGNITION�!WARD��(E�IS�CURRENTLY�A�'OVERNOR�AND�SERVING�AS�6ICE�
0RESIDENT�OF�THE�!CADEMY�OF�-OTION�0ICTURE�!RTS�AND�3CIENCES��(E�HAS�TAUGHT�ON�THE�
GRADUATE�lLM�SCORING�FACULTY�AT�53#�AND�HOLDS�AN�ANNUAL�lLM�SCORING�SEMINAR�IN�
THE�SUMMERS�AT�5#,!�%XTENSION��WWW�CHARLESBERNSTEIN�COM

"ORIL�"OSHNAKOV�WAS�BORN������IN�3OlA��"ULGARIA��WHERE�HE�ALSO�ATTENDED�THE�
.ATIONAL�!CADEMY�OF�!RTS��(E�CREATES�ILLUSTRATIONS�AND�VISUAL�CONCEPTS�FOR�THE�
THEATRE��(IS�WORK�IS�INSPIRED�BY�THE�BEAUTY�AND�CONTROVERSIAL�TRUTH�OF�THE�PARADOX�OF�
COMMUNICATION��WWW�BOSHNAKOV�COM

+EN�"ULLOCK�IS�FROM�THE�"AY�!REA��WHERE�HE�WRITES�THEATER�AND�PERFORMING�ARTS�REVIEWS�
FOR�THE�"ERKELEY�$AILY�0LANET�AND�THE�#OMMUTER�4IMES��(E�S�BEEN�AFlLIATED�WITH�4HEATRE�
OF�9UGEN�SINCE�������3OME�OF�HIS�TRANSLATIONS�CAN�BE�FOUND�AT�FRANKSHOME�COM�

3HARON�#HARDE��A�RETIRED�PSYCHOTHERAPIST�AND�WRITING�TEACHER��HAS�WON�A�NUMBER�
OF�POETRY�AWARDS�AND�IS�PUBLISHED�IN�MANY�JOURNALS�AND�SEVERAL�ANTHOLOGIES�OF�

�)(.,#�/.),-
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POETRY�AND�PROSE��3HE�HAS�ALSO�EDITED�AND�PUBLISHED�)�!M�NOT�A�*UVENILE�$ELINQUENT��
CONTAINING�THE�WORK�OF�THE�ADJUDICATED�TEENAGED�FEMALES�SHE�HAS�VOLUNTEERED�WITH�
SINCE������AT�A�RESIDENTIAL�TREATMENT�CENTER�IN�,ITCHlELD��#4��3HE�HAS�TWO�PRIZE
WINNING�CHAPBOOKS��"AD�'IRL�AT�THE�!LTAR�2AIL�AND�&OUR�4REES�$OWN�FROM�0ONTE�3ISTO��
AND�A�FULLLENGTH�COLLECTION��"RANCH�IN�(IS�(AND��COMING�FROM�"ACKWATERS�0RESS�IN�
FALL������

*EAN.OEL�#HAZELLE�IS�A�&RENCH�ARTIST�CURRENTLY�RESIDING�IN�0ARIS��(E�LEFT�3ENEGAL�
AT�THE�AGE�OF�SIX�AND�A�HALF��.OURISHED�BY�THE�COMPLEXITY�OF�THE�LANDSCAPE��THE�
ANIMALS��AND�THE�!FRICAN�MYTHS��HE�NOW�SPENDS�HIS�TIME�BETWEEN�THE�53��0ARIS��AND�
3PAIN�UNDER�MOONS�OF�BLOOD�AND�HONEY�AND�THE�ECHO�TRAP��(E�WORKS�WITH�MULTIPLE�
SUPPORTS��PAINT��SCULPTURE��PHOTO��PERFORMANCE��AND�INSTALLATION	�AND�MEDIA��PHOTO��
lLM��AND�SOUND	��4HE�PAINTINGS�FROM�THIS�LATEST�SERIES�ARE�ON����|���ACRYLIC�SHEETS��
WWW�JEANNOELCHAZELLE�BLOGSPOT�COM

-ASSIMO�#ONTI�WAS�BORN�IN�)TALY�IN������AND�LIVES�IN�BOTH�)TALY�AND�THE�53��
(E�lNDS�BEAUTY�IN�THE�MOST�ELEGANT�OF�SUBJECTS�AS�WELL�AS�THE�MOST�COMMON�AND�
DRAWS�DEEPLY�FROM�NATURE�FOR�HIS�INSPIRATION��(E�HAS�SIX�BOOKS�OF�PHOTOGRAPHY��
4HE�3ILENCE�OF�THE�'ODS������	��3EA������	��+ENZO�4ANGE���������������YEARS�OF�
!RCHITECTURE�AND�5RBAN�$ESIGN������	���4���#INQUE�4ERRE������	��.UDES������	��
AND�!NTHROPOMORPHIC�3CULPTURES������	��WWW�MASSIMOCONTI�COM

"RUCE�#OVEY�IS�,ECTURER�OF�#REATIVE�7RITING�AT�%MORY�5NIVERSITY�AND�THE�AUTHOR�
OF�THREE�BOOKS�OF�POETRYMOST�RECENTLY�%LAPSING�3PEEDWAY�/RGANISM��.O�4ELL�"OOKS��
����	�AND�4EN�0INS��4EN�&RAMES��&RONT�2OOM������	��(IS�RECENT�POEMS�ALSO�APPEAR�
OR�ARE�FORTHCOMING�IN�!UFGABE��#OLUMBIA�0OETRY�2EVIEW��*ACKET��3ONORA�2EVIEW��
,UNGFULL��AND�OTHER�JOURNALS��(E�EDITS�THE�WEBBASED�POETRY�MAGAZINE�#OCONUT�AND�
CURATES�THE�7HAT�S�.EW�IN�0OETRY�READING�SERIES�IN�!TLANTA�

0RISCILLA�&ERGUSON�IS�A�lFTH�GENERATION�&LORIDIAN��!�COLLECTION�OF�HER�PHOTOGRAPHY�
CAN�BE�SEEN�ON�DISPLAY�AT�-IAMI�)NTERNATIONAL�!IRPORT��3HE�TEACHES�AT�&LORIDA�
)NTERNATIONAL�5NIVERSITY�

3IMON�&RIEL�IS�A�-ANCUNIAN��LIVING�AND�WORKING�IN�%L�2AVAL��"ARCELONA��(IS�WORK�
HAS�APPEARED�IN�NUMEROUS�PUBLICATIONS��INCLUDING�#HERRY�"LEEDS��$OGMATIKA��AND�
3AGE�OF�#ONSCIOUSNESS�

&ERGAL�'AYNOR��FROM�THE�CITY�OF�#ORK��)RELAND��IS�A�WRITER��INDEPENDENT�SCHOLAR��
AND�MEMBER�OF�THE�ART�INTERVENTION�GROUP�ART���NOT�ART��(IS�POETRY�HAS�APPEARED�
IN�JOURNALS�IN�)RELAND��"RITAIN��!USTRALIA��"ELGIUM��AND�THE�53��AND�HE�IS�CURRENTLY�
HAWKING�AROUND�HIS�lRST�COLLECTION��(E�ASSISTS�IN�THE�DIRECTION�OF�THE�ANNUAL�
3OUND%YE�&ESTIVAL�OF�THE�!RTS�OF�THE�7ORD�
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*AMES�'RAHAM�HAS�WRITTEN�lVE�BOOKS�OF�POEMS�AND�THREE�OF�SHORT�STORIES��AND�IS�ALSO�
KNOWN�AS�A�TRANSLATOR��3MALL�(OURS�OF�THE�.IGHT��/UR�7ORD�IS�/UR�7EAPON��AND�'OD�S�
3PY	��(E�IS�HEADED�TO�3PAIN��WHERE�HE�PLANS�TO�SINK�HIS�TEETH�INTO�A�GREAT�POET��2AFAEL�
!LBERTI	�UNJUSTLY�NEGLECTED�IN�THE�53�ON�ACCOUNT�OF�AN�AWFUL�TRANSLATOR�WHOSE�NAME�
NO�ONE�REMEMBERS��4HE�AIM�OF�A�TRANSLATOR�IS�TO�BE�INVISIBLE��SO�PERHAPS�'RAHAM�
DOES�NOT�EXIST��APART�FROM�HIS�STUPENDOUS�COLLECTION�OF�DICTIONARIES��.EVERTHELESS��HE�
IS�CURRENTLY�lNISHING�HIS�lRST�NOVEL��4HE�!PARTMENT�4HIEF�

3EANA�'RAHAM�LIVES�IN�3ANTA�#RUZ��#ALIFORNIA��3HE�ATTENDED�5#3#��AND��LIKE�AN�
ASTONISHING�NUMBER�OF�HER�FELLOW�ALUMNI��NEVER�ACTUALLY�MANAGED�TO�LEAVE�TOWN��
3HE�HAS�PUBLISHED�SHORT�STORIES�IN�A�VARIETY�OF�LITERARY�JOURNALS��INCLUDING�TWO�OTHER�
#ENTRAL�#ALIFORNIA�EFFORTS��2ED�7HEELBARROW�,ITERARY�-AGAZINE�AND�4HE�(OMESTEAD�
2EVIEW��(ER�FANTASY�STORY�h4HE�0IRATE�S�4RUE�,OVEv�WAS�SELECTED�FOR�INCLUSION�IN�THE�
ANTHOLOGY�4HE�"EST�OF�,ADY�#HURCHILL�S�2OSEBUD�7RISTLET��AND�SHE�WAS�RECENTLY�HONORED�
TO�RECEIVE�THE�:ONE���&ICTION�!WARD�FOR�HER�SHORT�STORY�h-ARINA�v

*UDY�(ALEBSKY�IS�FROM�(ALIFAX��.OVA�3COTIA��AND�CURRENTLY�LIVING�IN�4OKYO�ON�A�
RESEARCH�FELLOWSHIP�IN�*APANESE�LITERATURE��(ER�POEMS�HAVE�BEEN�PUBLISHED�IN�THE�&IVE�
&INGERS�2EVIEW��.EW�$ELTA�2EVIEW��AND�2UNES��3HE�WROTE�THE�WORK�IN�THIS�ISSUE�WHILE�
IN�RESIDENCY�THE�-AC$OWELL�#OLONY�

#HRISTINE�(AMM�IS�A�0H$�CANDIDATE�IN�%NGLISH�,ITERATURE�AND�RECENTLY�WON�THE�
-I0OESIAS�#HAPBOOK�#ONTEST�WITH�HER�MANUSCRIPT��#HILDREN�(AVING�4ROUBLE�WITH�
-EAT��3HE�HAS�BEEN�PUBLISHED�IN�MANY�JOURNALS�INCLUDING�2ATTLE��0EBBLE�,AKE�2EVIEW��
AND�%XQUISITE�#ORPSE��(ER�POETRY�BOOK��4HE�4RANSPARENT�$INNER��WAS�PUBLISHED�BY�
-AYAPPLE�0RESS�IN�������WWW�CHRISTINEHAMM�ORG

3TEVE�(EILIG�IS�A�BOOK�CRITIC�FOR�THE�3AN�&RANCISCO�#HRONICLE��AMONG�OTHER�
PUBLICATIONS��(ENRY�-ILLER�S�BELATEDLY�PUBLISHED�#RAZY�#OCK�WAS�ONE�OF�THE�lRST�
WORKS�HE�WAS�HONORED�TO�REVIEW��IN������

!NTHONY�(AWLEY�IS�THE�AUTHOR�OF�TWO�FULLLENGTH�COLLECTIONS�OF�POETRY��&ORGET�
2EADING������	�AND�4HE�#ONCERTO�&ORM������	��AND�FOUR�CHAPBOOKS��!UTOBIOGRAPHY�
/UGHTABIOGRAPHY��#OUNTERPATH�0RESS������	��2ECORDBREAKERS��/RI�IS�THE�.EW�!PPLE�
0RESS������	��!lELD��5GLY�$UCKLING�0RESSE������	��AND�6OCATIVE��0HYLUM�0RESS��
����	��2ECENT�POEMS�HAVE�APPEARED�OR�ARE�FORTHCOMING�IN�4HE�(AT��4HE�4INY������
������AND�6ERSE��(E�CURRENTLY�TEACHES�AT�THE�5NIVERSITY�OF�.EBRASKA,INCOLN�

*USTIN�*AINCHILL�RECEIVED�HIS�-&!�FROM�THE�5NIVERSITY�OF�)DAHO��WHERE�HE�WAS�
THE�3ENIOR�%DITOR�OF�&UGUE�FROM�����n������(IS�NEW�STORIES�ARE�PUBLISHED�OR�
FORTHCOMING�IN�4ALKING�2IVER�2EVIEW��#LACKAMAS�,ITERARY�2EVIEW��-ADISON�2EVIEW��
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AND�'ULF�3TREAM��(E�IS�CURRENTLY�WORKING�AS�A�REPORTER�AND�SHOPPING�AROUND�HIS�lRST�
COLLECTION�OF�STORIES��!NATOMY�OF�THE�4RIBE��WHICH�INCLUDES�h3HIFT�v�(E�WILL�BE�A�lRST
YEAR�0H$�CANDIDATE�IN�CREATIVE�WRITING�AND�LITERATURE�AT�3T��!NDREWS�5NIVERSITY�IN�
3COTLAND�THIS�COMING�FALL�

3EVERO�*OAQUIN�'RANADOS�WAS�SENT�TO�.EW�9ORK�TO�COVER�POLITICS�FOR�A�RESPECTED�
3PANISH�NEWSPAPER��HE�ENDED�UP�DRIVING�A�TAXI�AND�WRITING�lCTION�FOR�THE�lRST�TIME�
IN�HIS�LIFE��.EO9ORKINO��TO�BE�PUBLISHED�IN�&RANCE�IN�������IS�ONE�RESULT�OF�THOSE�
EXPERIMENTS��4HE�THREE�STORIES�IN�0INGs0ONG�ARE�TAKEN�FROM�THAT�BOOK��(E�CURRENTLY�
RESIDES�IN�-UMBAI�WHERE�HE�IS�WRITING�A�NOVEL��(E�DOES�NOT��IN�FACT��EXIST�

+EN�*ONES�IS�A�WRITER�AND�PHOTOGRAPHER�WHO�LIVES�IN�0ACIlC�'ROVE��#ALIFORNIA��WITH�
HIS�WIFE��!NNE��AND�DEAF��ONEEYED�CAT��,UCKY�

"ORN�IN�������IN�3AN�-ATEO��#!��%RIC�*OYNER�STUDIED�ILLUSTRATION�AND�LIBERAL�ARTS�AT�
THE�!CADEMY�OF�!RT�IN�3AN�&RANCISCO��(IS�WORKS�HAVE�BEEN�EXHIBITED�AT�THE�#OREY�
(ELFORD�'ALLERY�IN�,OS�!NGELES��THE�3HOOTING�'ALLERY�IN�3AN�&RANCISCO��AND�THE�
!MERICAN�-USEUM�OF�)LLUSTRATION�IN�.EW�9ORK��TO�NAME�A�FEW��!WARDS�INCLUDE�THE�
COVER�OF�3PECTRUM�����4HE�"EST�IN�#ONTEMPORARY�&ANTASTIC�!RT�AND�GOLD�MEDAL�IN�
3PECTRUM�����4HE�"EST�IN�#ONTEMPORARY�&ANTASTIC�!RT��4HE�BOOK�2OBOTS�AND�$ONUTS��
4HE�!RT�OF�%RIC�*OYNER�IS�DUE�FOR�RELEASE����������WWW�ERICJOYNER�COM

6LADIMIR�+USH�WAS�BORN�IN�-OSCOW�IN������AND�LIVES�AND�WORKS�IN�-AUI��(E�REFERS�
TO�HIS�WORK�AS�hMETAPHORICAL�REALISM�v�4HROUGH�THE�JUXTAPOSITION�OF�UNRELATED�FORMS��
MOST�OF�HIS�PIECES�MAKE�REFERENCE�TO�A�DEEPER�MEANING�OR�METAPHOR��WHILE�STILL�
MAINTAINING�THEIR�REALISTIC�APPROACH�TO�REPRESENTATION��(IS�WORK�CAN�BE�VIEWED�IN�
GALLERIES�IN�.EW�9ORK��,AS�6EGAS��-AUI��AND�,AGUNA�"EACH�AND�IS�COLLECTED�IN�THREE�
BOOKS��MOST�RECENTLY�*OURNEY�TO�THE�%DGE�OF�4IME��WWW�VLADIMIRKUSH�COM

2ICHARD�,ANGE�IS�THE�AUTHOR�OF�THE�NOVEL�&OX�2UN��(IS�STORIES�HAVE�APPEARED�IN�
0ORTLAND�2EVIEW��7ILLIAM�AND�-ARY�2EVIEW��'REEN�-OUNTAINS�2EVIEW��'EORGETOWN�
2EVIEW��-ISSISSIPPI�2EVIEW��AND�ELSEWHERE���(IS�STORY�h,ONG�$ISTANCE�v�FEATURED�HERE��
WAS�A�lNALIST�IN�)NKWELL�-AGAZINE�S������lCTION�COMPETITION���(E�LIVES�IN�3ANTA�
#RUZ��#ALIFORNIA��AND�IS�COOWNER�OF�#APITOLA�"OOK�#AFE�

*OSEPH�,EASE�S�CRITICALLY�ACCLAIMED�BOOKS�OF�POETRY�INCLUDE�"ROKEN�7ORLD��#OFFEE�
(OUSE�0RESS	�AND�(UMAN�2IGHTS��:OLAND�"OOKS	��(IS�POEM�h�"ROKEN�7ORLD��
�&OR�*AMES�!SSATLY	v�WAS�SELECTED�FOR�4HE�"EST�!MERICAN�0OETRY�������3CRIBNER	��
(IS�POEMS�HAVE�ALSO�BEEN�FEATURED�ON�.02�AND�PUBLISHED�IN�4HE�!'.)���TH�
!NNIVERSARY�0OETRY�!NTHOLOGY��612��"AY�0OETICS��0ARIS�2EVIEW��AND�ELSEWHERE��4HOMAS�
&INK�S�BOOK�!�$IFFERENT�3ENSE�OF�0OWER��0ROBLEMS�OF�#OMMUNITY�IN�,ATE4WENTIETH�



0ING�����0ONG

#ENTURY�5�3��0OETRY�INCLUDES�EXTENSIVE�CRITICAL�ANALYSIS�OF�,EASE�S�POETRY��,EASE�IS�
!SSOCIATE�0ROFESSOR�OF�7RITING�AND�,ITERATURE�AND�#HAIR�OF�THE�-&!�0ROGRAM�IN�
7RITING�AT�#ALIFORNIA�#OLLEGE�OF�THE�!RTS�IN�3AN�&RANCISCO�

"REDA�,YNCH�WAS�BORN�IN�#O��+ILKENNY��)RELAND��IN�������3HE�HOLDS�A�"!�(ONS�
$EGREE�FROM�#RAWFORD�#OLLEGE�OF�!RT�AND�$ESIGN�������AN�-!�FROM�#HELSEA�
3CHOOL�OF�!RT�AND�$ESIGN������AND�-0HIL�FROM�THE�5NIVERSITY�OF�7OLVERHAMPTON�
������3HE�IS�CURRENTLY�COURSE�DIRECTOR�OF�THE�&INE�!RT�0RINTMAKING�DEPARTMENT�AT�
,IMERICK�3CHOOL�OF�!RT�AND�$ESIGN��MEMBER�OF�THE�%6�!�COMMITTEE��AND�ASSOCIATE�
MEMBER�OF�THE�#ORK�COLLECTIVE�ART���NOT�ART��(ER�SOLO�SHOWS�INCLUDE��$ARK�"RIDES�AND�
3ILENT�4WINS��,IMERICK�#ITY�'ALLERY�OF�!RT��&LEURS�&ATALES��#ONTEXT�'ALLERY�OFFSITE�AT�
0REHEN�(OUSE��$ERRY��-ARY�4OFT�S�#HILDREN��3OUTH�4IPPERARY�!RTS�#ENTRE��AND�4HE�
0LACE�OF�#ROWS��#ONTEXT�'ALLERY�OFFSITE�AT�/RCHARD�'ALLERY��$ERRY�

-OJDEH�-ARASHI�IS�A�3AN�&RANCISCO�"AY�!REA�WRITER�AND�VISUAL�ARTIST��(ER�WORK�IS�
DEEPLY�INmUENCED�BY�THE�ANCIENT�AND�MODERN�HISTORY�OF�)RAN�WHERE�SHE�GREW�UP��
3HE�IS�CURRENTLY�WORKING�ON�A�NUMBER�OF�LITERARY�PROJECTS�INCLUDING�COTRANSLATING�
A�COLLECTION�OF�POETRY�FROM�HER�UNCLE��(��%��3AYEH��ONE�OF�THE�MOST�INmUENTIAL�
CONTEMPORARY�)RANIAN�POETS�

4OM�-ARSHALL�HAS�PINGPONGED�FROM�4OLEDO�TO�0HOENIX�TO�4UCSON�TO�,A�-ESA�TO�
3AN�$IEGO�TO�4OLEDO�TO�#OVINA�TO�3AN�$IEGO�TO�"ERKELEY�TO�3AN�$IEGO�TO�,A�*OLLA�
TO�3AN�$IEGO�TO�.EW�7ESTMINSTER�TO�"ELLINGHAM�TO�3AN�$IEGO�TO�"URNABY�TO�0ORT�
#OQUITLAM�TO�6ANCOUVER�TO�.ORTH�3AN�*UAN�TO�6ANCOUVER�TO�.ORTH�3AN�*UAN�TO�
6ANCOUVER�TO�"OULDER�TO�6ANCOUVER�TO�&AIRFAX�TO�,ARKSPUR�TO�3AN�$IEGO�TO�0ALO�!LTO�
TO�3AN�$IEGO�TO�3ANTA�#RUZ�TO�!PTOS�TO�&ELTON�

*OHN�-OIR�IS�AN�AWARDWINNING�SCIENCE�JOURNALIST�AND�AUTHOR�OF�TWO�NONlCTION�BOOKS�
INCLUDING�2ETURN�OF�THE�#ONDOR��4HE�2ACE�TO�3AVE�/UR�,ARGEST�"IRD�FROM�%XTINCTION��(E�
HAS�CONTRIBUTED�CHAPTERS�TO�TWO�OTHER�BOOKS��PUBLISHED�MORE�THAN�����ARTICLES��AND�
HAS�WON����AWARDS�FOR�HIS�WRITING��-OIR�IS�A�MEMBER�OF�THE�.ATIONAL�!SSOCIATION�OF�
3CIENCE�7RITERS��THE�3OCIETY�OF�%NVIRONMENTAL�*OURNALISTS��THE�!UTHOR�S�'UILD��AND�THE�
.ORTHERN�#ALIFORNIA�3CIENCE�7RITERS�!SSOCIATION��WWW�RETURNOFTHECONDOR�COM

3UZANNE�2YAN�LIVES�IN�$UBLIN��)RELAND��(ER�WORK�HAS�BEEN�PUBLISHED�BY�4HE�
(AMILTON�3TONE�2EVIEW��/FFCOURSE�,ITERARY�*OURNAL��AND�4HE�)RISH�(AIKU�3OCIETY��WITH�
FORTHCOMING�POETRY�TO�BE�PUBLISHED�IN�0ROBLEM�#HILD�,ITERARY�-AGAZINE��3HE�HAS�
A�"�!��IN�0OLITICAL�3CIENCE�AND�!RT�(ISTORY�AND�IS�TRYING�TO�GATHER�THE�ENERGY�AND�
FUNDS�TO�TRANSFORM�ONE�OF�THOSE�INTO�AN�-�!��(ER�RIVETING�CONCERNS�IN�LIFE�INVOLVE�
+ILTY�S�)RISH�PUB�IN�0ARIS��AN�EVERBURGEONING�SHOE�COLLECTION��AND�ACQUIRING�A�PACK�OF�
WOLVES��3AY�@HELLO��AT�WWW�MYSPACE�COM�NATIONALISTSKATHA�



0ING�����0ONG

h4HE�MODERN�(AlZ�v�(��%��3AYEH�WAS�BORN�IN������IN�THE�CITY�OF�2ASHT�IN�
NORTHERN�)RAN�AND�PUBLISHED�HIS�lRST�COLLECTION�OF�POETRY��&IRST�3ONGS��AT�THE�AGE�
OF�����(IS�MANY�BOOKS�EXHIBIT�A�HYBRID�OF�POLITICAL�POETRY�AND�TRADITIONAL�)RANIAN�
VERSE�IN�THE�LINEAGE�OF�0ERSIAN�MASTERS��2UMI��AND�(AlZ��7RITTEN�IN�THE�NUMEROUS�
TRADITIONAL�FORMS�OF�&ARSI�BARDIC�POETRY��3AYEH�S�POETRY�ROLLS�OFF�THE�TONGUE�WITH�
INCANTATORY�RESONANCE��THOUGH�IN�THE�STYLE�OF�MODERN�INNOVATOR��.IMA�9USHIJ��HIS�
WORK�EMPHASIZES�CURRENT�ISSUES�OF�)RANIAN�SOCIETY��ESPECIALLY�THE�UNCERTAINTY�WHICH�
FOLLOWED�THE�REVOLUTION�OF������

-ARK�3TATMAN�S�WRITING�HAS�APPEARED�IN�4IN�(OUSE��3UBTROPICS��(ANGING�,OOSE��4HE�
(AT��4HE�$UPLICATIONS��CONDUIT��&LORIDA�2EVIEW��AND�!MERICAN�0OETRY�2EVIEW��!02	��
7ITH�0ABLO�-EDINA��HE�TRANSLATED�&EDERICO�'ARCIA�,ORCA�S�0OET�IN�.EW�9ORK��!�
RECIPIENT�OF�AWARDS�FROM�THE�.ATIONAL�%NDOWMENT�FOR�THE�!RTS�AND�THE�.ATIONAL�
7RITERS�0ROJECT��3TATMAN�IS�AN�!SSOCIATE�0ROFESSOR�OF�WRITING�AT�%UGENE�,ANG�#OLLEGE�
OF�4HE�.EW�3CHOOL�

#HAD�3WEENEY�IS�THE�AUTHOR�OF�TWO�BOOKS�OF�POETRY��!N�!RCHITECTURE��"LAZE6/8��
����	�AND�!RRANGING�4HE�"LAZE��!NHINGA������	��AND�THE�CHAPBOOK��!�-IRROR�TO�
3HATTER�THE�(AMMER��4ARPAULIN�3KY������	��(E�IS�COEDITOR�OF�0ARTHENON�7EST�2EVIEW�

3ALLY�6AN�$OREN�S�BOOK��3EX�AT�.OON�4AXES��WHICH�WON�THE�7ALT�7HITMAN�!WARD�
FROM�THE�!CADEMY�OF�!MERICAN�0OETS�IN�������WAS�PUBLISHED�IN�!PRIL������BY�
,OUISIANA�3TATE�5NIVERSITY�0RESS��3HE�LIVES�IN�3T��,OUIS��-/��AND�#ORNWALL��#4�

"RANDI�7ALKER�RESIDES�IN�7ASHINGTON��$#��WHERE�SHE�TEACHES�!FRICAN�REFUGEES��
VOLUNTEERS�WITH�THE�$#�2APE�#RISIS�#ENTER�AND�(OSPICE��AND�PREPARES�FOR�A�YEAR�IN�
"UKAVU��%ASTERN�#ONGO��WORKING�WITH�0ANZI�(OSPITAL�S�0ROGRAM�FOR�3URVIVORS�OF�
3EXUAL�!SSAULT��RECENTLY�FEATURED�ON�THE�("/�DOCUMENTARY��4HE�'REATEST�3ILENCE��
2APE�IN�THE�#ONGO��4O�HELP�HER�IN�HER�VOLUNTEER�EFFORTS�GO�TO�WWW�ADOPTAVOLUNTEER�COM�

!METHYST�7ARE�IS�A�POET�WHO�ALSO�DABBLES�IN�EDUCATION��3HE�RECENTLY�MOVED�BACK�
TO�3ANTA�#RUZ�FROM�3AN�&RANCISCO��AND�BELIEVES�THAT�THE�ONE�BIG�PROBLEM�WITH�THIS�
TOWN�IS�THAT�POETRY�READINGS�ARE�NEVER�HELD�IN�BARS��h*UST�IMAGINE�THE�LAST�OPEN�MIKE�
YOU�VE�BEEN�TO�v�SHE�SAYS��hAND�THINK�OF�HOW�MUCH�MORE�YOU�WOULD�HAVE�APPRECIATED�
SOME�OF�THE�POETS�IF�YOU�D�HAD�A�COUPLE�DRINKS�IN�YOU�v�!METHYST�ALSO�ENJOYS�ICE�
CREAM��CLASSICAL�MUSIC��AND�lCTION�WRITTEN�BY�ANYONE�UNDER�THE�AGE�OF�TWELVE�


